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Govt Loses N$1m
Per Year in Land Leased to 
Asparagus Company

South African advocate says 
Kanyangela wasted state resources
n Justicia Shipena
 
South African advocate Vas Soni says Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC) investigator 
Andreas Kanyangela wasted state resources 
upon conducting investigations into the 
fishrot matter.
This comes as Soni questioned whether 
Kanyangela approached the accused on 
allegations made against them.
Kanyangela is testifying in the bail 
application of the six men involved in the 
fishrot fraud and corruption case in the 
Windhoek High Court before high court 
judge Shafimana Ueitele.
Soni represents former justice minister 
Sacky Shanghala and his co-accused James 
Hatuikulipi and Puis Mwatelulo.
According to the advocate, Namibia is a 
developing country, and therefore state 
resources are limited.
"You have the power to short circuit major 
investigations, but you did not use it," Soni 
told the court.
Kanyangela then said: "No, I did not use it."
In this vein, Soni had stressed that 
Kanyangela wasted Namibian resources by 

n Wonder Guchu
 
The Spanish company that is farming 
asparagus in Namibia is paying N$1m per 
year instead of N$2m, according to the 
valuation report.
Industrials Almentaries de Navara, 
which operates in Namibia as Otjimbele 
Agriculture (Pty) Ltd, is leasing 300ha of 
land at Etunda in the Omusati region.
The company is currently under scrutiny 
after some community members 
demonstrated claiming that there is a 
device that is stopping the rain from 
falling.
Sources within the agriculture ministry 
told The Villager that Otjimbele 
Agriculture started farming in 2018 before 
the land reform ministry had carried out a 
valuation exercise.
The valuation was only completed 
in September 2019, and it set the 

not using his powers.
"There wouldn't be this long trial in respect 
of bail if you had used your powers and have 
acted as a reasonable holder of that power," 
he said.
Soni added that because of the difficulties of 
investigating corruption, parliament ensured 
that the ACC had the power to ask questions.
"You don't know what his version is, and I'm 
just saying that had you used your powers, 
you may have come to a different decision."
Soni stated that there is something odd about 
the investigator approach; hence Kanyangela 
is not the right candidate to oppose bail. 
"You made an accusation against a former 
minister, you accuse him of a whole series 
of things, conspiracy and everything, but you 
don't even go up to him and ask him to tell 
his side," said Soni.
He further said Kanyangela selected whom 
to use those powers against.
Kanyangela told the court that information 
gathered and submitted to the Prosecutor-
General show proof that the accused 
committed offences although the judgment 
has not been delivered.

Two New Columns

We have introduced 
two new columns on 
page 6 and page 8 
for Saturday editions 
only.

market value of the land at N$43 645 860. 
According to the valuation report, Otjimbele 
was supposed to pay N$200 063 per month. 
This adds up to N$2 400 762 per year.
The valuation also gives rental value options 
based on the percentage of proposed annual 
rental fees. 
At 100 per cent annually, Otjimbele is 
supposed to pay N$2 400 762, and at 75 per 
cent, the company can pay N$1 800 571.
If they choose 50 per cent, Otjimbele could 
be paying N$1 200 381, while at 40 per cent 
they can pay N$960 304 and at 20 per cent, 
the payment was set at N$480 152.
The former executive director in the 
agriculture ministry Percy Misika 
communicated the valuation findings to 
Otjimbele general manager Carlos Lertxundi 
Aretxaga on 30 April 2020.
Misika said the government invested

…claims whistleblower's mental and substance problem makes his evidence not curial
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New Grootfontein mayor 
recalled and suspended

Asparagus

a substantial amount of money in the project 
that ought to be recovered over time. 
"Any rate set below the project real value 
would expose the government to a loss on 
the principal investment," he said.
Misika referred to article 7, subsection 7.1 
of the lease agreement, which states that the 
lease fees would inevitably change once the 
valuation process was completed.
Misika's letter was copied to Vice President 
Nangolo Mbumba, Prime Minister Saara 
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila, the Omusati 
governor Erginus Endjala, the AgriBusDev 
board and the late AgriBusDev managing 
director Petrus Uugwanga.
It appeared Otjimbele did not respond to 
Misika's letter about the lease fees increase, 
resulting in the acting AgriBusDev managing 
director Berfin Antindi writing to the former 
executive director on 25 October 2021.
Antindi pointed out that Otjimbele continued 
to pay only N$1 million as opposed to the 
required amount of N$2 million for the 
300ha they are occupying at Etunda.
"In addition, we wish to report that should 
Otjimbele continue to pay N$1 million, it 
will result in the government recouping the 
investment of N$103 million only after 103 

years," she wrote.
Antindi said the non-payment of the required 
amount of lease fees constituted a material 
breach of the signed agreement.
On Monday, agriculture minister Calle 
Schlettwein told The Villager that he needed 
time to check how much the government 
invested.
Schlettwein also said AgriBusDev was 
now under the public enterprises' ministry 
and that the letters were written before the 
parastatal was handed over.
Public enterprises minister Leon Jooste's 
phone was unreachable.
MORE LAND
Otjimbele initially had 60ha, but Lertxundi 
appealed for more land in September 2018 
during the ground-breaking ceremony of 
the Asparagus Agro-Processing factory at 
Omafo.
Lertxundi said they needed 300ha more to 
fully implement the multi-million-dollar 
project. 
"To reach this full implementation phase, 
we will need to get more land availed to 
the agricultural production in Etunda; more 
precisely, an extra 300 hectares," Lertxundi 
said. 

Advocate

n  Andrew Kathindi

The Swapo party has recalled and suspend-
ed its Grootfontein municipal councillor 
Talitha Garises, effective 21 February.
The decision comes a mere few days after 
Garises was sworn in as mayor of the town 
after former mayor and Swapo councillor, 
Lovisa Iyambo, relinquished the mayoral 
chain due to infighting.
Grootfotein District Executive Committee 
members Tuhafeni Simon, Fastudu Mal-
wa, Anna Ochurus, Innocent Madonsa and 
Susan Swartz, have also been recalled and 
suspended.
According to the ruling party's Grootfon-
tein district coordinator, John Haimbodi, 
the suspended party members have sown 
division among the party's members in the 
region and have allowed the town's council 
to fall into the hands of opposition parties.
According to the party, this is pending in-
vestigations into charges against them.
While recalled and suspended, they may 
not carry out duties and responsibilities 

However, Soni said that investigating of-
ficers like Kanyangela paint a picture and 
isolate what witnesses are likely to say in a 
bail application.
"What has happened here is a selection 
of documents consisting of contracts and 
agreements have been put up to paint a 
predetermined picture," he expressed.
"It is not a matter of painting a picture," 
Kanyangela disagrees. 
Soni also questioned whether the ACC in-
vestigator is aware that the star witness and 
fishrot whistleblower Jóhannes Stefánsson 
in the matter has a mental and substance 
abuse problem.
Soni also questioned whether Kanyangela 
investigated this. Kanyangela responded 
saying; "No, I did not investigate it."
Thus he points out that Stefánsson is not 
curial.
"Stefánsson has a motive of making false 
allegations against Samherji; such be-
haviour fits his character entirely," Soni 
reads out an affidavit from Samherji in 
court.
Kanyangela also said that the former jus-
tice minister attempted to bribe an Affir-
mative Repositioning (AR) movement 
member.
Advocate Soni also said that Kanyangela 

or represent the Swapo party. At the same 
time, Talitha Garises's membership on 
Grootfontein Municipal Council has been 
terminated with immediate effect.
"The Swapo party fought hard and tireless-
ly to win four seats at the 2019 regional 
and local authority elections. Comrades, 
we invested our limited resources that en-
sured that Grootfontein remained under di-
rect control and governance of the Swapo 
party.
"We shall never allow opposition forces to 
hijack our hard-won elections. The deci-
sion of the District Executive Committee 
of Grootfontein is sending a warning to all 
rank and file members within the District 
of Grootfontein that we shall never tolerate 
indiscipline in the district further on."
Haimbodi further said the suspended and 
recalled councillors presided over the 
swearing-in and election of management 
committee chairperson under the opposi-
tion's leadership. They failed to comply 
with the regional executive committee and 
district executive committee directives.
He also said they are guilty of "support-

Garises and 
former mayor 
Iyambo, both 

Swapo members, 
have been 

embroiled in a 
rivalry that has 
allegedly halted 
service delivery 

at the town.

" Should Otjimbele 
continue to pay N$1 
million, it will result 
in the government 

recouping the 
investment of 

N$103 million only 
after 103 years."

had blinded himself to the accused's per-
sonal circumstances.
According to Shanghala, he suffers from 
hypertension, for which he requires daily 
medication.
"I suffer from asthma and sleep apnea, 
which requires the use of a CPAP ma-
chine. The clinic is not well equipped and 
obtaining permission from the ACC, who 
are quite hostile to me, has not been easy," 
he said. 
Thus he says, being granted bail will help 
him access medical services.
Shanghala also said he has two five-year-
old children who need a father presence.
"I submit that the public interest favours 
parents reuniting with their young chil-
dren. In addition, I have an aged father and 
grandfather who both depend on me."
He also said he intends to stand trial de-
spite grave doubts.
"I have already indicated I am not guilty 
of any crime, and I have no intention of 
absconding. I am a former minister, and it 
not likely that I could flee to another coun-
try and escape," he said.
Shanghala added that denying him bail is 
not in the public interest.
The matter continues tomorrow in the 
High Court.

He told the gathering among them 
Kuugongelwa-Amadhila that his company 
had proven to be a reliable and serious 
investor.
Lertxundi also said that getting the extra 
300ha of land at Etunda will translate into 
800 direct jobs and the shipping of 200 
containers of asparagus to the rest of the 
world through the port of Walvis Bay.
Apart from jobs and exports, Lertxundi said 
the locals would benefit from gaining skills 
on how to cultivate asparagus. 
It is not clear when Otjimbele was given the 
extra 300ha.

ing (by casting two votes) other political 
parties or organisations that are in direct 
competition with the ruling party and in a 
manner that is contrary to the party's aims, 
objectives and policies."
He further said they organised and partici-
pated in illegal district executive commit-
tee meetings for the deployment of office 
bearers acting against the directive of the 
Swapo party Secretary-General.
Garises was recalled in December last year 
after being, again, accused of colluding 
with PDM and IPC councillors at the mu-
nicipality.
Swapo has four seats in Grootfontein 
while the opposition (PDM and IPC) hold 
the other three.
Garises and former mayor Iyambo, both 
Swapo members, have been embroiled in 
a rivalry that has allegedly halted service 
delivery at the town.

Councilor hits back
Garises and the five other recalled and sus-
pended Swapo members hit back at Haim-

bodi, claiming that the allegations levelled 
against them are false. In a letter from their 
lawyer, Ndeli Ndaitwah, in possession of 
The Villager, penned on Monday 21 Feb-
ruary, the suspended members threatened 
to institute a claim for defamation dam-
ages against the district coordinator in the 
High Court.
According to the letter, Haimbodi made 
similar claims as those in the letter of re-
call on a WhatsApp group that brought his 
clients grief.
"Our clients have instructed us to demand, 
as we hereby do, that you retract those 
false statements, innuendos and insinua-
tions, and you publish a written apology on 
the same WhatsApp groups you published 
the statement by no later than Wednesday 
23 February 2022." 
The letter further claims that the sole pur-
pose of Haimbodi's allegations is to injure 
and harm the recalled Swapo members in 
Grootfontein for political reasons.
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n  Ludorf Iyambo
 
Pro-abortion activist Ndilokelwa Nthen-
gwe says that the current law against abor-
tion was a South African law of 1975 and 
should be repealed. 
She said that this specific law was to con-
trol white women's reproduction system 
and choices and was not about preserving 
life.
Nthengwe made these remarks at the abor-
tion conscientisation dialogue held on 
Saturday 19 February at the Windhoek Un 
Plaza Amphitheater.
The dialogue came a day after a group of 
anti-abortion protestors took to the streets 
to march against the proposed legalisation 
of abortion on demand in Namibia. 
Nthengwe said that the law was made to 
be restrictive so that white women may not 
terminate their pregnancy because it would 
affect the legacy of the white apartheid at 
the time. 
She further stated that in 1994, South Afri-
ca reformed the law of 1975, but Namibia 
inherited the law.
"Currently, the law does not save either the 
white woman or black woman because at a 
time it was to preserve the legacy of white 
people, but right now it infringes on the 
rights of black people," she said.
Under the current abortion and sterilisation 
act number 2 of 1975, abortion is only le-
gal under four conditions. 
The first two are the threat to the life and 
mental health of the mother, thirdly if the 
fetus was conceived through incest or rape 
and lastly if there is a severe risk to fetus' 
physical impairment. 
"That is why you find unsafe backdoor 
abortions because those conditions are 
very restrictive," Nthengwe stated.
According to the activist, the steps to get 
a legal abortion in Namibia is a long pro-

n  Vetondouua Tjivikua

Education ministry executive director 
Sanet Steenkamp says photos circulating 
on social media depicting learners sleeping 
on makeshift beds at the Otjerunda Com-
bined School hostel in Kunene region are 
old pictures.
According to the education ED, the learn-
ers are now residing in suitable hostel 
blocks built by the ministry in 2020.
 The development came after social media 
pictures showed several learners sharing 
metal beds without mattresses last week.
The pictures caused a public outcry, and 
questions were raised about the state living 
conditions of learners in the region.
In a media statement released on Monday, 
Steenkamp stated that the hostel was com-
munity-established, and the pictures circu-
lating on social were taken when learners 
were still living in the old self-made hostel.
However, Steenkamp said 83 mattress-
es were procured for the same hostel last 
Thursday, days after the images surfaced 
on social media. 
"The region's directorate of education, arts 
and culture assessed the situation identified 

Abortion law was to 
protect white legacy, 
says abortion activist

cess. She said that if the pregnancy is a 
threat to mental health, the woman needs 
a certificate from a psychiatrist, and Na-
mibia has less than 10 psychiatrists for the 
population of 2.5 million people.
"We only have two psychiatrists in the 
government state hospitals, one is in Os-
hakati, and one is in Windhoek. The oth-
ers are privates, and the rest are just social 
workers," said Nthengwe. 
She stated that, in the case of incest or 
rape, a person needs two medical practi-
tioners to give a certificate.
"Also, for these two practitioners, one 
needs a third doctor who can perform the 
abortion, but he/she must not be from the 
same hospital where the other two works."
Nthengwe further stated that abortion can 
only be done in government state hospitals.
In the case of the mother being underage, 
she needs the consent of the gender min-
ister. "You also need permission from the 
medical superintendent of the state hospi-
tal.
"By the time you go through that process, 
you are already beyond terminating the 
pregnancy. If this law is not on-demand, 
Namibia will continue living in the cycle 
of poverty, with a high rate of SGBV. Plus, 
there are so many other issues that are 
compounded by just this law that does not 
give gender diversity community access to 
this specific law," said Nthengwe.
She argued that under the current law, 
abortion is already permitted under cer-
tain conditions. Therefore, the church's 
perspective, which states that abortion, if 
legalised, would be killing babies, is con-
tradictory to the country's law. 
The anti-abortion group marched from 
the health ministry building and up to the 
gender ministry offices, where they handed 
over a petition to gender minister Doreen 
Sioka. 

a need for hostel furniture and procured 83 
and 22 double bunker beds. The matrasses 
were purchased and delivered at the said 
hostel on Thursday, 17 February 2022, and 
the beds will be delivered in due course.
Steenkamp said the government fund 
which allows the school to cater for all 
basic hostel needs was approved recently, 
and all along, the hostel has been a com-
munity hostel.
Questions posted to the principal of Ot-
jerunda Combined School were not an-
swered at the time of publication.
Speaking in parliament on Friday, LPM 
deputy leader Henny Seibeb described the 
hostel condition as bad news. He further 
said the pictures look like a refugee camp 
somewhere in the middle of Africa. He 
said it is very bad to see such pictures go-
ing viral on social media while the govern-
ment spends so many millions every year 
on upgrading schools and hostels.
"I want to know whether the Ministry is 
aware of this and when the minister can 
visit this place because it is a humanitarian 
crisis", said Seibeb.

‘The Pictures are old’ 
claims Steenkamp of 
Kunene beds
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Namibians reject mandatory COVID-19 
vaccinations: Afrobarometer 

Supply disruption risk a headache for 2022

n Staff Writer

Despite growing calls for mandatory 
vaccinations against COVID-19, most 
Namibians believe that vaccinations should 
be voluntary, a recent Afrobarometer survey 
indicates.
Only about one in four Namibians would 
support a policy of mandatory COVID-19 
vaccinations. 
And most Namibians do not support 
vaccinating children against COVID-19.
Namibians are divided on compulsory 
vaccinations for special groups: More than 
half support requiring the vaccine for health 
and frail-care workers. Still, only minorities 
agree about teachers and employees of 
private companies. 
And most do not agree with restricting 
access to sports, cultural, musical, and other 
significant social events to vaccinated people 
only.
Public opposition to mandatory vaccinations 
may limit the government's politically 
plausible options for overcoming the 
country's low COVID-19 vaccine uptake 
thus far.
Key findings
Nearly three in four Namibians (72%) 
believe that vaccination against COVID-19 
should be voluntary. Only 26% agree that 
the government should make the COVID-19 
vaccine mandatory.
Citizens above age 45 are somewhat more 
supportive of mandatory vaccinations than 

n Nghiinomenwa Erastus

Namibian business communities are 
warier of their business operations 
being interrupted by supply 

disruption issues than anything else in 2022.
A survey carried out by Allianz Global 
Corporate & Specialty that interviewed 
various Namibian businesses revealed.
Namibia is one of the African countries 
included in the Allianz Risk Barometer 
Results appendix for 2022.
Based on the insight of 2 650 risk 
management experts from 89 countries and 
territories.

Namibian companies have highlighted 10 
business risks that they fear might materialize 
in 2022, ranking business interruption 
through supply disruption first.
For the past two years, import depending and 
the mineral exporting nations felt the wrath 
of the Great Supply Disruption, as sea routes 
came at a halt and manufacturing slowed 
down.
To this stage, supply disruptions are 
struggling to subside, pushing up the cost of 
shipping.
Now Namibia sends mineral raw material to 
the world and depends on efficient shipping 
operations.
According to the Allianz Risk Barometer, 
the local businesses have ranked changes in 
legislation and regulation as the second risk 
they are wary of in 2022.
It points out that this could emanate from 
trade wars, tariffs, economic sanctions, 
protectionism, Brexit, Euro-zone 
disintegration.
The China- USA trade war has not 
disappeared even though temporarily rested 
by Russia advances in Ukraine- which is 
currently affecting crude oil prices and with 
more economic sanctions being floated.

their younger counterparts. Opposition to 
mandatory vaccination is highest among 18- 
to 25-year-olds (77%). 
Six in 10 Namibians (61%) do not support the 
vaccination of children against COVID-19. 
Only 28% believe that children aged 12-17 
years need to be vaccinated to reduce the 
transmission of COVID-19.
A slim majority (53%) of citizens "agree" 
or "strongly agree" that health and frail-
care workers should be required to take the 
COVID-19 vaccine.
Only four in 10 (40%) say companies should 
be allowed to make vaccinations mandatory 
for their staff, and about the same number 
(43%) support mandatory vaccinations for 
teachers and other education workers.
Fewer than four in 10 Namibians (36%) 
think access to large social events should be 
restricted to the vaccinated.
More than seven in 10 adult Namibians have 
not been vaccinated against COVID-19, 
and a majority of the unvaccinated say 
they are likely to stay that way, the recent 
Afrobarometer survey indicates.
About one in four adult citizens (27%) 
report having received at least one dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine, according to the survey 
in late 2021. Another 27% say they are at 
least "somewhat likely" to get vaccinated, 
while 43% say they are unlikely to do so.
Among those who say they probably will 
not get vaccinated, distrust of regulatory 
agencies and the vaccine itself is the most 
commonly cited reason.

Namibia exports its beef and grapes to 
the European areas, and any new trade or 
political shake-ups impact the existing trade 
agreements.
Locally, the country is also going through a 
policy overhaul with revamping investment, 
SMEs, tax laws, and empowerment policies- 
however, the slow deliberation and enactment 
have created a cloud of uncertainty to the 
economy.

Ranked third by local business as potential 
risk is pandemic outbreak- fear of more 
throat-cutting restrictions on movement that 
crippled the economy in 2020 to 2021.

The local businesses have also told 
Allianz's researchers that macroeconomic 
developments can also be a risk for 2022 in 
Namibia.
This can materialize through macroeconomic 
variables such as monetary policies- the 
central bank made its first monetary policy 
announcement for the year last week, 
increasing the cost of money, with more 
increase expected.

Some market observers predict that the 
central bank might hike the repo rate by 
125bps in 2022, increasing the repo rate 
from 3,75% to 5% and subsequently taking 
the prime interest rate from 7,50% to 8,75% 
by the end of 2022.
Another macroeconomic variable that 
concerns the business community is fiscal 
consolidation from the central bank, which 
crippled the construction for years given the 
size of government expenditure in the past.
Commodity prices are also a concern to local 
businesses as Namibia does not set prices for 
its precious mineral.
They have also mentioned inflation as a 
concern for this year under macroeconomic 
policies.

NATIONAL NEWS

Vaccine hesitancy may have important 
implications for the country's vulnerability 
to future
waves of infections as well as its economic 
recovery, especially in the international 
tourism
sector.
Key findings
As of October-November 2021, only about 
one-quarter (27%) of adult Namibians say 
they have received one or more doses of a 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
Another 27% say they are "somewhat likely" 
or "very likely" to try to get the vaccine.
More than four in 10 (43%) say they are 
"somewhat unlikely" or "very unlikely" to 
try to get vaccinated.
Among those who don't see themselves 
getting the jab, the most common reason 
(cited by 55% of respondents) is that they do 
not trust that the vaccine is safe and effective.
One in 10 (10%) believe popular 
misconceptions about the vaccine causing 
infertility or COVID-19 or being used to 
track recipients. 
A further 10% are sceptical about the actual 
extent of the risks associated with contracting 
COVID-19.
The uptake of COVID-19 vaccinations is 
deficient among the youngest adults (17% of 
18- to 25-year-olds). 
Fewer women than men (23% vs 31%) have 
received the jab. Namibians with tertiary 
education (40%) have nearly double the 
vaccine uptake of the rest of the nation. 

GLOBAL BUSINESS RISKS 2022

Global most businesses are warry of cyber 
incidents such as cybercrime, IT failure/
outage, data breaches, fines, and penalties.
Followed by business interruption, supply 
chain disruption is the most feared risk to 
materialize this year.

The world is battling the Greatest Supply 
Chain Disruption, lack of shipping containers 
and ship workers, backlogs exacerbated by 
Covid-19 measures.
Global business communities have also 
ranked natural catastrophes such as storms, 
floods, earthquakes, wildfires to be the third 
business risk for 2022.

Coming at number four is another pandemic 
outbreak that will rattle global health systems 
and suck up funds affecting global workforce 
issues, and induce restrictions on movement.

While risk emanating from changes in 
legislation and regulation is at number five, 
with global business communities fearing 
trade wars, tariffs, economic sanctions, 
protectionism, Brexit, and Euro-zone 
disintegration.
The 11th annual Allianz Risk Barometer 
survey was conducted among Allianz 
customers (global businesses), brokers, and 
industry trade organizations. 
It also surveyed risk consultants, 
underwriters, senior managers, and claims 
experts in the corporate insurance segment 
of Allianz Global Corporate and Specialty 
and other Allianz entities.
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ENTERTAINMENT

n Leah Asmelash 
 & Scottie Andrew

Everyone loves a good romantic comedy, 
and those who claim they don't are lying.
Though often ridiculed, or dismissed as 
"chick flicks," these movies appeal to 
something we all crave: love. To watch 
these movies is to be charmed -- don't 
we all, on some level, want to believe 
in a happy ending? That everything will 
work out, that everyone is worthy of 
love?
The rom-com is a genre that has existed 
for decades, since the very beginning 
of film. But, like any genre, it has had 
its duds; films that ring hollow, shallow 
depictions of one of the most beautiful 
aspects of life. In honor of Valentine's 
Day, and a celebration of love, CNN 
pondered that eternal question: What 
makes a romantic comedy click?
We picked and prodded, we studied and 
surveyed. This is what we found.
Chemistry
"Pretty Woman" (1990)
Together, Richard Gere and Julia 
Roberts hum synchronously; even 
their chemistry has chemistry, were it 
possible. Gere reportedly refused the 
role initially, but he was eventually 
talked into it by Roberts -- her charm was 
apparently irresistible, and it spills onto 
the screen. Who could deny Roberts' 
Vivian? She melts both the icy Gere and 

The anatomy of a romantic comedy
the audience. The tension between them 
crackles; the improvised scene when 
Gere snaps a necklace box shut shows 
an easy playfulness between the two. 
Good chemistry can't be manufactured, 
but audiences will immediately know 
if it's not there. Lucky for us, Gere and 
Roberts swim in it.
Believable couple
"Brown Sugar" (2002)
Childhood best friends make the most 
believable couples, and nothing exhibits 
that more than "Brown Sugar." Sanaa 
Lathan's Sidney is a passionate hip-
hop journalist and Taye Diggs' Dre 
an idealistic talent scout for a record 
company. Their love is a playful one, and 
though he's with another woman, they are 
experts in each other the way only long 
time friends can be. At a bridal shower, 
Sidney knows more about Dre than his 
betrothed, an uncomfortable moment 
that shows how skewed the situation is. 
It's not just the script: Lathan and Diggs 
sell the deep friendship in their mutual 
casual manner -- a nonchalant hand on 
a shoulder, a secret smile. The couple 
isn't just believable, we believe in them. 
It's what makes the movie, and any good 
rom-com, work.
Romantic rival
Darryl (Eriq La Salle), "Coming to 
America" (1988)
Every rom-com needs a romantic rival -- 
a person at whom we can joyously jeer 

while rooting for the main couple. Of 
course, sometimes this trope is slightly 
averted, like in "You've Got Mail," 
where Tom Hanks seamlessly takes on 
the role of both love rival and interest. 
Nevertheless, as exhibited by "Coming 
to America," to appreciate the goodness 
of Prince Akeem (Eddie Murphy), we 
must have the counterweight of Darryl 
(Eriq La Salle). Victory tastes sweetest 
when it's fought for, and the rivals make 
it a battle.
Obstacle
"Starstruck" (2021)
When Jessie (Rose Matafeo) gets on that 
bus to the airport, she is going home, 
far away from the arms of Tom (Nikesh 
Patel). The obstacles that plague this 
couple are endless, and a product of 
the different worlds they inhabit: His 
glitzy movie star lifestyle clashes with 
her broke, odd-job existence. Over the 
show's first season, the audience sees 
the way the couple is held back both 
externally and internally, their subtle 
relationship insecurities revealed slowly 
across six episodes. Will they actually 
get together? There are moments where 
we're unsure. But, in the end, they do -- a 
rekindling made all the more fiery by the 
work it took to get there.
Comic relief best friend
George (Rupert Everett), "My Best 
Friend's Wedding" (1997)
Were it not for the charming George, 

deliciously portrayed by Rupert Everett, 
Julia Roberts' Julianne would be 
completely unsympathetic, the villain of 
her own story, a selfish conwoman trying 
to break up an innocent couple. Here is a 
companion so willing to meet his friend 
at her most deranged that he pretends to 
be her extremely eager fiancé. He may 
be miffed at Julianne for dragging him 
into her mess, but he goes along with the 
facade and takes it to the nth degree. True, 
George fills the stereotypical "Gay Best 
Friend" role, and faking heterosexuality 
for much of the film is the punchline to 
most of his jokes. But Everett elevates 
the role to nearly run away with the film.
See also: Judy Greer in "27 Dresses," 
Kathryn Hahn in "How to Lose a Guy in 
10 Days," DeWanda Wise in "Someone 
Great"
Humor
"Bridget Jones's Diary" (2001)
If romance is the beating heart of a film, 
comedy is every other organ that supports 
it. It's right there in the genre's name, and 
comedy is essential to a romantic film's 
success -- audiences want to be charmed, 
not reminded of their own relationship 
woes.
A rom-com heroine who falls flat 
as often as she falls in love, Bridget 
Jones is endearingly embarrassing. 
The unlucky-in-love Brit wraps herself 
up in bed comforters to down a pint 
of Ben & Jerry's, sings karaoke poorly 
but wholeheartedly, and generally feels 
uncomfortable in her own skin -- that's 
an everywoman audiences can relate 
to. Though they may giggle at her 
pratfalls, they see themselves in her, 
too. And because her relatable failures 

are stretched to a cinematic degree, it's 
funny and not heartbreaking -- it's likely 
that few viewers have ever been left to 
fend for themselves at a garden party 
dressed like a Playboy bunny.
Absurd job
"The Incredible Jessica James" (2017)
A great rom-com transcends the bounds 
of our reality by casting its protagonists 
in roles that a.) allow them to purchase 
enviably spacious, well-furnished homes 
and b.) often introduce them to their love 
interest. Take the three stars of "The 
Incredible Jessica James" -- LaKeith 
Stanfield plays a man who designs 
wooden phone cases for a living. Jessica 
Williams' titular character works with 
a children's theater, and Chris O'Dowd 
developed an app that texts users' parents 
for them. The men, especially, do well 
for themselves.
These jobs do not exist, or if they 
do, they are available only to the 
very wealthy (with the exception of a 
children's theater staffer -- that's real, if 
typically low-paying). And this is one 
of the great powers of a sharp rom-com: 
It exists in a world similar to our own, 
but fantastical, too -- one where you can 
date a techbro in New York City who's 
actually tolerable.
Speech
"10 Things I Hate About You" (1999)
The speech scene in a rom-com is a 
common one, but here it is given the 
Shakespearan treatment. Taken by itself, 
Kat's (Julia Stiles) poem about Patrick 
(Heath Ledger) is almost saccharine, an 
edge some rom-com speeches teeter. But 
when Stiles' voice cracks and eyes water 
while reading it aloud, there is nothing 
cheesy about the moment. "But mostly I 
hate the way I don't hate you, Not even 
close, Not even a little bit, Not even at 
all," she recites, and the camera switches 
to Ledger's anguished gaze. It's a pain 
the audience feels, too.
Perfect bedroom/apartment/home
"To All the Boys I've Loved Before" 
(2018)
Lara Jean's bedroom, like those of most 
teens, is often cluttered with clothes, her 
desk overflowing with books and beauty 
products and the general paraphernalia of 
a teenage girl with a tendency to swoon. 
But her room is also painted a divine 
turquoise with a mural of blossoming 
branches. It contrasts perfectly with her 
pale pink bedspread and magenta throw. 
For a high schooler, she certainly can 
decorate.
See also: Mia Thermopolis's converted 
fire house in "The Princess Diaries," 
complete with a fireman's pole for easy 
exits.
Larger-than-life city
"Sleepless in Seattle" (1993)
New York City tends to be a mainstay of a 
rom-com, but here Nora Ephron focuses 
on the Pacific Northwest as a backdrop 
to Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan's love. 
Though other cities are featured in the 
movie, none are portrayed as elegantly 
as Seattle. There's the oysters, Pike 
Place Market, and so, so much water -- 
the beach, the lake, the houseboat. Here, 
Seattle's gorgeous blues replace the 
usual generic skyscraper-filled city, and 
to great effect. When Hanks gazes out 
to the sea from his houseboat, the lights 
sparkling off the water's surface, the 
magnitude of his grief is palpable. It's as 
deep as the water beneath him.
Rom-com MVP
Meg Ryan (in everything)
When all else fails, cast Meg Ryan. 
Her effusive charisma, sharp wit and 
gusty takes on lovesick women are 
the pinnacle of the genre. To use our 
aforementioned "Sleepless in Seattle" 
example, who else could have sold a 
burgeoning romance based solely on 
the sound of someone's voice over the 
radio? Who else could have made that 
diner scene in "When Harry Met Sally" 
so charming? Or believably fall in love 
with a time-traveling 19th century duke 
in "Kate & Leopold"? Her very being 
elevates even the most mundane rom-
com into authenticity. Whatever love 
story she sells, we want in.
-CNN
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n Kelvin Chiringa
The Ukrainian crisis is a geopolitical show down between Russia on the 
one side and the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) group of 
countries on the other, fighting over the fate and control of Ukraine.
For Russian strongman, Vladimir Putin, Ukraine has always been a part 
of Russia, lost from its imperial grasp after the fall of the Berlin Wall and 
by default the fall of the USSR.
The official declaration of self-independence from the USSR came on 
the 24th of August 1991, with the communist Supreme Soviet of Ukraine 
proclaiming that Ukraine would no longer be subject to the jurisprudence 
of USSR. 
The effect of this was to further decapitate the falling empire of the 
Socialist State of Russia and directly bolster the position of the US. 
An invasion of Ukraine is for Putin a revenge against history, a countering 
or checkmating of the menacing expansionist adventure of NATO, which 
is intent on incorporating Ukraine within its fold of 30 countries.
NATO itself is a creature of war disguised by the garb of the rhetoric 
of peace and diplomacy and has been used to fight proxy wars in Africa 
where American soldiers would be costly to commit. As a percentage 
of GDP, the US has been the biggest funder to its budget, estimated at 
around 3.61% with NATO’s overall budget hovering around US$1.4 
billion by 2017.  In effect, the use of NATO to fight foreign wars, is the 
continuation of the principles of US president Dwight D. Eisenhower 
from way back along the dusty pages of cold war politics. 
Alarmed by NATO’s intent to bring under its fold the divided state of 
Ukraine, Putin has massed an estimated 250 000 troops by the border, 
partly as a show of force to arm-twist the west into some kind of a 
settlement.
The occidental powers are well aware of the political and military 
consequences of a Ukraine under NATO and how this will create for 
them a footbridge to counter Putin’s further military adventures beyond 
the Crimea.
The friction that has resulted due to this clash of interests has thus brought 
the world here, at a difficult place of the most consequential crises ever 
since 1945.If Ukraine is to be invaded and NATO is to personalise this 
war, it means Russia, probably backed up by her ally China would be 
tipped against the might of the US, Germany, Britain and Italy.
The war will have all the hallmarks of 1914, where the entente powers 
faced off with the central powers in a titanic face-off that catapulted 
the world to the heights of a cataclysmic war that dragged into a 4-year 
carnage. 
But this is not 1914 or 1939 anymore.These nations have developed their 
military capabilities beyond what was imaginable and added to that, they 
bring with them the wrath of nuclear capabilities that have been tested 
and retested.
We are back again to the four-day October crisis of 1962 when the world 
was thrust into the shadow of a nuclear stand-off pitting JF Kennedy 
against Nikita Khrushchev. 
The fear for a potential nuclear war-fare rearing its head in Ukraine must 
not be a far-fetched one ______ at the back of the tensions, by Friday 
the 17th of Feb, Kremlin announced that Russia would conduct mock 
launches of nuclear missiles.And while pundits have brushed this off as 
hard-ball politics from Moscow, it still is a very clear message from Putin 
with regards to what the world is getting itself into. And yes, an invasion 
of Ukraine would mean the destruction of a democracy in that part of the 
world, to put it in the words of the British premier, Boris Johnson, bust 
he further warns that if Russia is to pull the trigger, the world will shake. 
DW has reported as thus: The US is moving to bolster Poland's defense 
capabilities amid the rising threat of war between neighbouring Ukraine 
and Russia.  And while, Defense Secretary Lloyd James Austin III is of 
the opinion that “conflict could lead to a flood of refugees”, yet it remains 
a replication of history and the deja-vu moment of a world on the brink 
of a global catastrophe that may possibly slide into a third world war. 
Already the very first casualty in this escalation of tension has been the 
truth.
It is not clear whether what Putin wants is war, whether he has pulled 
back a part of his troops or whether the persistent emphasis on war from 
Biden and Johnson is a spoiling for a fight, or a genuine warning coming 
from seasoned politicians, intent ton averting a global crisis.  Russia and 
Ukraine: A military capability comparison
According to digital investigations journalist, Kieran Devine, Russia 
has 900,000 active military personnel across its forces, compared with 
Ukraine's 196,600. Devine highlights that Ukraine remains out-matched 
at sea with Russia having 10 times the number of navy personnel.
Russia bring with her an army of 280 000 compared to Ukraine’s 125 600 
as well as  The Russian army is made up of 280,000 soldiers compared 
with Ukraine's 125,600 as well as 900,000 compared to Russia’s 
2.2million.
“They have more than three times the amount of artillery, six times the 
number of tanks, and almost seven times more armoured vehicles than 
the Ukrainians,” says Devine. While it is all clear for all to see that if 
Russia is to invade Ukraine, the western powers will not stand by to see 
Russia expand, the probability of NATO intervening is very high. 

Ukraine and the 
battleground of fear 
and war mongering

The story of how Swahili became Africa’s 
most spoken language
n John M. Mugane

Once just an obscure island dialect of an African Bantu 
tongue, Swahili has evolved into Africa’s most internationally 
recognised language. It is peer to the few languages of the 
world that boast over 200 million users.
Over the two millennia of Swahili’s growth and adaptation, 
the moulders of this story – immigrants from inland Africa, 
traders from Asia, Arab and European occupiers, European 
and Indian settlers, colonial rulers, and individuals from 
various postcolonial nations – have used Swahili and adapted 
it to their own purposes. They have taken it wherever they 
have gone to the west.
Africa’s Swahili-speaking zone now extends across a full 
third of the continent from south to north and touches on the 
opposite coast, encompassing the heart of Africa.
The origins
The historical lands of the Swahili are on East Africa’s Indian 
Ocean littoral. A 2,500-kilometer chain of coastal towns 
from Mogadishu, Somalia to Sofala, Mozambique as well as 
offshore islands as far away as the Comoros and Seychelles.
This coastal region has long served as an international 
crossroads of trade and human movement. People from all 
walks of life and from regions as scattered as Indonesia, 
Persia, the African Great Lakes, the United States and Europe 
all encountered one another. Hunter-gatherers, pastoralists 
and farmers mingled with traders and city-dwellers.
Africans devoted to ancestors and the spirits of their 
lands met Muslims, Hindus, Portuguese Catholics and 
British Anglicans. Workers (among them slaves, porters 
and labourers), soldiers, rulers and diplomats were mixed 
together from ancient days. Anyone who went to the East 
African littoral could choose to become Swahili, and many 
did.
African unity
The roll of Swahili enthusiasts and advocates includes 
notable intellectuals, freedom fighters, civil rights activists, 
political leaders, scholarly professional societies, entertainers 
and health workers. Not to mention the usual professional 
writers, poets, and artists.
Foremost has been Nobel Laureate Wole Soyinka. The 
Nigerian writer, poet and playwright has since the 1960s 
repeatedly called for use of Swahili as the transcontinental 
language for Africa. The African Union (AU), the “united 
states of Africa” nurtured the same sentiment of continental 
unity in July 2004 and adopted Swahili as its official language. 
As Joaquim Chissano (then the president of Mozambique) 
put this motion on the table, he addressed the AU in the 
flawless Swahili he had learned in Tanzania, where he was 
educated while in exile from the Portuguese colony.
The African Union did not adopt Swahili as Africa’s 
international language by happenstance. Swahili has a much 
longer history of building bridges among peoples across the 
continent of Africa and into the diaspora.
The feeling of unity, the insistence that all of Africa is 
one, just will not disappear. Languages are elemental to 
everyone’s sense of belonging, of expressing what’s in 
one’s heart. The AU’s decision was particularly striking 
given that the populations of its member states speak an 
estimated two thousand languages (roughly one-third of all 
human languages), several dozen of them with more than a 
million speakers.How did Swahili come to hold so prominent 
a position among so many groups with their own diverse 
linguistic histories and traditions?
A liberation language
During the decades leading up to the independence of Kenya, 
Uganda and Tanzania in the early 1960s, Swahili functioned 
as an international means of political collaboration. It enabled 
freedom fighters throughout the region to communicate their 
common aspirations even though their native languages 
varied widely.
The rise of Swahili, for some Africans, was a mark of true 
cultural and personal independence from the colonising 
Europeans and their languages of control and command. 
Uniquely among Africa’s independent nations, Tanzania’s 
government uses Swahili for all official business and, most 
impressively, in basic education. Indeed, the Swahili word 
uhuru (freedom), which emerged from this independence 
struggle, became part of the global lexicon of political 
empowerment.
The highest political offices in East Africa began using and 
promoting Swahili soon after independence. Presidents 
Julius Nyerere of Tanzania (1962–85) and Jomo Kenyatta of 
Kenya (1964–78) promoted Swahili as integral to the region’s 
political and economic interests, security and liberation. The 
political power of language was demonstrated, less happily, 
by Ugandan dictator Idi Amin (1971–79), who used Swahili 
for his army and secret police operations during his reign of 
terror.
Under Nyerere, Tanzania became one of only two African 
nations ever to declare a native African language as the 
country’s official mode of communication (the other is 
Ethiopia, with Amharic). Nyerere personally translated two 

of William Shakespeare’s plays into Swahili to demonstrate 
the capacity of Swahili to bear the expressive weight of great 
literary works.
Socialist overtones
Nyerere even made the term Swahili a referent to Tanzanian 
citizenship. Later, this label acquired socialist overtones 
in praising the common men and women of the nation. It 
stood in stark contrast to Europeans and Western-oriented 
elite Africans with quickly – and by implication dubiously 
– amassed wealth.
Ultimately, the term grew even further to encompass the 
poor of all races, of both African and non-African descent. 
In my own experience as a lecturer at Stanford University in 
the 1990s, for instance, several of the students from Kenya 
and Tanzania referred to the poor white neighbourhood of 
East Palo Alto, California, as Uswahilini, “Swahili land”. As 
opposed to Uzunguni, “land of the mzungu (white person)”.
Nyerere considered it prestigious to be called Swahili. With 
his influence, the term became imbued with sociopolitical 
connotations of the poor but worthy and even noble. This 
in turn helped construct a Pan African popular identity 
independent of the elite-dominated national governments of 
Africa’s fifty-some nation-states.
Little did I realise then that the Swahili label had been used 
as a conceptual rallying point for solidarity across the lines 
of community, competitive towns, and residents of many 
backgrounds for over a millennium.
Kwanzaa and ujamaa
In 1966, (activist and author) Maulana Ron Karenga 
associated the black freedom movement with Swahili, 
choosing Swahili as its official language and creating the 
Kwanzaa celebration. The term Kwanzaa is derived from the 
Swahili word ku-anza, meaning “to begin” or “first”. The 
holiday was intended to celebrate the matunda ya kwanza, 
“first fruits”. According to Karenga, Kwanzaa symbolises the 
festivities of ancient African harvests.
Celebrants were encouraged to adopt Swahili names and to 
address one another by Swahili titles of respect. Based on 
Nyerere’s principle of ujamaa (unity in mutual contributions), 
Kwanzaa celebrates seven principles or pillars. Unity 
(umoja), self-determination (kujichagulia), collective work 
and responsibility (ujima), cooperative economics (ujamaa), 
shared purpose (nia), individual creativity (kuumba) and 
faith (imani).Nyerere also became the icon of “community 
brotherhood and sisterhood” under the slogan of the Swahili 
word ujamaa. That word has gained such strong appeal that 
it has been used as far afield as among Australian Aborigines 
and African Americans and across the globe from London to 
Papua New Guinea. Not to mention its ongoing celebration 
on many US college campuses in the form of dormitories 
named ujamaa houses.
Today
Today, Swahili is the African language most widely 
recognised outside the continent. The global presence of 
Swahili in radio broadcasting and on the internet has no 
equal among sub-Saharan African languages.
Swahili is broadcast regularly in Burundi, the DRC, Kenya, 
Liberia, Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Sudan, Swaziland 
and Tanzania. On the international scene, no other African 
language can be heard from world news stations as often or 
as extensively. At least as far back as Trader Horn (1931), 
Swahili words and speech have been heard in hundreds of 
movies and television series, such as Star Trek, Out of Africa, 
Disney’s The Lion King, and Lara Croft: Tomb Raider. The 
Lion King featured several Swahili words, the most familiar 
being the names of characters, including Simba (lion), Rafiki 
(friend) and Pumbaa (be dazed). Swahili phrases included 
asante sana (thank you very much) and, of course, that 
no-problem philosophy known as hakuna matata repeated 
throughout the movie.
Swahili lacks the numbers of speakers, the wealth, and the 
political power associated with global languages such as 
Mandarin, English or Spanish. But Swahili appears to be the 
only language boasting more than 100 million speakers that 
has more second-language speakers than native ones.
By immersing themselves in the affairs of a maritime culture 
at a key commercial gateway, the people who were eventually 
designated Waswahili (Swahili people) created a niche for 
themselves. They were important enough in the trade that 
newcomers had little choice but to speak Swahili as the 
language of trade and diplomacy. And the Swahili population 
became more entrenched as successive generations of 
second-language speakers of Swahili lost their ancestral 
languages and became bona fide Swahili.
The key to understanding this story is to look deeply at the 
Swahili people’s response to challenges. At the ways in 
which they made their fortunes and dealt with misfortunes. 
And, most important, at how they honed their skills in 
balancing confrontation and resistance with adaptation 
and innovation as they interacted with arrivals from other 
language backgrounds.
John M. Mugane
Professor, Harvard University
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Big Lips

M ost often, we fail not because we 
do not know what we need to do. 
We fail not because we are lazy. 
We fail not because there are no 

policies.
But most of the times, we fail because of our 
planning that does not factor in the future. Most of 
our policies, despite being fertile with ideas, seem 
not to be forward looking.
While the private sector’s work on alleviating 
the devastating effects of Covid-19 should be 
applauded, this could also be the time when the 
nation needs to look into the future.
We are all aware of how tricky and sly Covid-19 
could be, and that should be the reason why 
we need also need to foxy like the virus in our 
planning.
Maybe, we can start by making a wish-list of what 
the nation desperately needs at the moment. Of 
course, the issue of Covid-19 can be a desperate 
situation but honestly there are other situations too.
From the look of things, all our eyes on Covid-19, 
which is great but by so doing we miss other 
important stuff that matter to our everyday living. 
It also appears that we are putting all our resources 
on Covid-19, while other areas that need resources 
are currently unattended to.
Having a wish-list could go a long way in guiding 
us on how best we can deal with our challenges and 
what time as well as resources we should commit.
One thing that has happened and is still happening 
with Covid-19 is the lack of a centralised approach 
on how to manage resources. 
Come to think of it, one would have thought that 
creating some Covid-19 board to manage and 
allocate all the resources could have ensured that 
every region benefitted from whatever is there.
Such a board could have been separate from the 
existing government structures but work with the 
relevant ministries to minimise any red tape and 
duplication of roles.
What is likely to happen if Covid-19 slows down is 
that the country will be left with infrastructure they 
may not need in the future. 
Of course, one might argue that these are field 
hospitals, but the financial resources being 
committed now can trigger some headache.
The whole scenario should teach us that to 
overcome any situation, we need to plan and 
understand out next step. This ad hoc approach 
leaves us hanging and wanting.
For example, the situation in schools is dire right 
now and the numbers seem to be growing. The 
education ministry has no clue as to how they can 
deal with this. 
Most of the Covid-19 cases in schools are from the 
communities. This means that while it is a good 
thing for those helping the government to deal with 
Covid-19, someone should have thought of putting 
up field hostels at some schools too.
As it is, what is happening is that Covid-19 
is allowed to fester and ‘prosper’ within the 
communities with the hope that the hospitals will 
take care of the numbers.
Had there been a centralised approach to dealing 
with, not only Covid-19, but everything that 
affects us, most of the confusion could be lessened.
The good thing is that we can still do something 
about this. We have the resources, the skills and 
what we need is the will to implement this.

Diversified 
Thinking 
Could 

Save Us

n Dr Panduleni Itula

W e first met in 1974 at Augusteneum when he was in 
matric and a prefect in Form 1.
He was a marathon runner who collapsed after winning 
the Augusteneum Marathon in 1974 for his yellow team.

He went to South Africa to study in 1975 and return as a teacher at the 
then Katutura Secondary school now Shifidi.
It was in his two-room house in Gemengde 2 near AE Steenkamp Primary 
School, that we held SWAPO youth league (SYL) meetings.
It was at these two rooms that we were squashed whenever we give the 
would-be escapees their final orders before transporting them to Gobabis 
and the Botswana border en-route to Francis Town and Lusaka.
In these two rooms he shared with Charles Sihani and Crispian Matongo 
after the latter two were made persona non grata in the then Caprivi.
We were elected together at Mandume in June 1978 to the Windhoek 
Branch together with others such as Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia 
Nambinga and Christopher Haukongo as Chairperson.
It was at his two-room house that we the Youth departed in a bus to Town 
to hold a “Silent Demonstration" against the DTA on 3rd December 1978, 
were many youths including Ambassador extraordinaire Janet Isaacs 
were beaten and arrested.

March Hausiku
A lament to a 

struggle companion

At the beginning of 1979, we were both arrested on subsequent months 
under the Terorrosme Act, AG 26, for the so-called prevention of political 
violence and AG 9 terrorism.
We then shared the same prison cell in Gobabis' Cell 2 in 1979, together 
with Rev Tjirimuje, Rev Karuaera, Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia Tjizo, 
Esegiel /Uirab, Hans Boois, Ida Jimmy, Lucia Hamutenya, Melangton 
Kaukungwa, Steve Goliath and Jonathan Goliath, Axel Jackson 
Johannes, John Shaetonhodi, Israel Kalenga, Dr Ihuhwa, Augus Gaeb, 
Arthur Pickering, Trotsky, Henry Bonsaaier, Nangolo dha Mukwiilongo 
and Nangolo dha Jakob, Leonard Chaka and 86 other internal SWAPO 
Leaders from all over Namibia.
We were then transferred to Windhoek Central prison in November 1979 
and placed under Solitary Confinement most of the time and released 
under House Arrest in January 1980. He was rearranged several times 
in Osire. 
Some 37 years later, we were to start the SWAPO Party School together 
as Rector and Lecturer on legal and Constitutional governance.
Never have I felt a loss of a struggle companion as much when this 
potentially curable disease is allowed to engulf and rob our country from 
some of our best institutional memories.
Go well cell mate the battle is long to be won. 
(Prisoner No. AG 26- 82)

“

“

We then shared the same prison cell in Gobabis’ Cell 2 in 1979, together with 
Rev Tjirimuje, Rev Karuaera, Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia Tjizo, Esegiel /Uirab, 
Hans Boois, Ida Jimmy, Lucia Hamutenya, Melangton Kaukungwa, Steve Goliath 
and Jonathan Goliath, Axel Jackson Johannes, John Shaetonhodi, Israel Kalenga, 
Dr Ihuhwa, Augus Gaeb, Arthur Pickering, Trotsky, Henry Bonsaaier, Nangolo 

dha Mukwiilongo and Nangolo dha Jakob, Leonard Chaka and 86 other internal 
SWAPO Leaders from all over Namibia
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The story of how Swahili became Africa’s 
most spoken language
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HEALTH

COVID: Do we know the 
real death toll?

n Dr Amir Khan

There has long been a debate over how 
COVID-19-related deaths are recorded. 
The Johns Hopkins University in the 
United States, which is widely accepted as 
a reputable source, puts the global death 
toll at more than 5.8 million people. Some 
COVID-deniers insist that this number is 
exaggerated but they offer no scientific 
evidence to substantiate their claims.
The United Kingdom-based science writer, 
David Adam, argues in an article he wrote 
for the British weekly scientific journal 
Nature that the actual death toll from 
COVID-19 is much higher than the official 
figure. The article has reopened the debate on 
how deaths are recorded differently across 
the world, and what the best way might be 
to accurately calculate deaths attributed to 
COVID-19. Adam argues that records of 
excess mortality — a standard that requires 
a comparison of all deaths recorded with 
those expected to occur — show that many 
more people than the numbers reported and 
recorded have died in the pandemic.
Countries have recorded COVID-19 deaths 
in different ways. For example, at the start 
of the pandemic, the Netherlands counted 
only those individuals who died in hospital 
after testing positive for the COVID-19 
virus. Meanwhile, Belgium included deaths 
in the community and everyone who died 
after showing symptoms of the disease, even 
if they were not diagnosed to have had the 
virus.
Calculating the number of deaths from 
COVID-19 across the world is fraught with 
challenges. Not only because countries have 
employed different reporting and recording 
methods, but also because the definition of 
a death caused by the pandemic may also 
differ. Some people will have died from 
COVID-19 who were not tested for it; 
others who have had their deaths put down 
to COVID-19 may have had underlying 
conditions that may have killed them in the 
same timeframe, and then there are those 
who died from other illnesses that could have 
been managed had their treatment not been 
delayed by the pandemic.
There is no internationally agreed standard 
for how you measure deaths, or their 

causes, so it is a minefield of inaccuracies 
and questions. Also, in the early stages of 
the pandemic, not all countries had access 
to testing that was required to record and 
report cases, so not everyone who may have 
died from COVID-19 was able to have a 
confirmed diagnosis.
Political factors also play a part in all of this. 
Some countries will not allow independent 
scrutiny of their data, because if they are 
found to have under-reported deaths they 
may be accused of not having done enough to 
protect their own people, or having imposed 
measures that did not yield any real benefit.
China, for example, has an extraordinarily 
low death toll from COVID-19 and we have 
to accept it as their official record. According 
to an article in Forbes, the US death toll from 
COVID-19 is 800 times higher than the 
number of deaths being reported by China. 
The author, George Calhoun, argues that 
China has much to gain both politically and 
economically from showing the world their 
tough COVID-19 stance was effective. As 
they see it, the success of their “zero COVID” 
approach — marked by severe lockdowns 
for entire cities, travel bans, intensive contact 
tracing, military enforcement — simply 
demonstrates the superiority of their system. 
In fact, looking at the excess deaths that 
occurred in China over the course of the 
pandemic, The Economist estimates that the 
actual number of COVID-19 deaths in China 
is not 4,636 – but close to 1.7 million.
Another crucial factor is access to health 
services. Many developed nations will have 
health services that are better funded than 
those in parts of South Asia and Africa and 
even the US, where people have to pay at 
the point of treatment for their care. This will 
influence who can afford to attend hospitals 
and access care, leaving a proportion of the 
poorest and most vulnerable to self-treat at 
home and potentially die without any record 
of the cause of death. In countries where 
access to hospital treatment is not a feasible 
option for some people, the deaths may go 
unreported with private burials taking place 
in remote or rural locations.
But to put Africa’s low COVID-19 death toll, 
246,867 across the continent as of February 
21, 2022, due to poor reporting would do the 
continent a disservice. More than a billion 

people live in Africa, and it has had a lower 
COVID-19 death rate than the Americas, 
Europe and Asia. This, despite many experts 
stating that the continent would fair badly. 
Many African nations acted swiftly to avoid 
the spread of the virus and imposed strict 
lockdowns that were largely supported by 
the public.
Some countries, like Lesotho, acted even 
before a single case was reported. Also, 
developing nations in parts of Africa and Asia 
have on average a younger population than 
that of European countries. Globally, most 
of those who have died were aged above 80, 
while Africa is home to the world’s youngest 
population with a median age of 19 years, 
according to the United Nations data. And 
being young is a protective factor against 
dying from COVID-19. Parts of Africa also 
had recent experience of the Ebola outbreak, 
so they applied their knowledge of isolating 
cases, tracing contacts and quarantining 
when COVID-19 hit.
Meanwhile, excess deaths worldwide have 
been much higher during the pandemic, 
Adam argues. But calculating excess deaths 
is too crude a measure, as these records may 
be unreliable, incomplete or significantly 
delayed. Data scientists are constantly 
looking at ways to calculate the number 
of excess deaths more accurately, using 
methods ranging from satellite images of 
cemeteries to door-to-door surveys and 
machine-learning computer models that 
try to extrapolate global estimates from 
available data, Adam notes. Although each 
of these methodologies has limitations of its 
own, the one unambiguous conclusion most 
studies arrive at is that the official deaths are 
most likely to be a significant underestimate.
In an attempt to address this underestimate, 
researchers around the world are developing 
modelling techniques designed to take into 
account the subtleties that affect excess 
deaths, such as war, drought and heatwaves, 
in order to be able to record a more accurate 
number of global COVID-19 deaths.
In countries that either have limited or 
unreliable national mortality data, the World 
Health Organization (WHO) is working on a 
system whereby numbers can be extrapolated 
from smaller regions in that country. The 
WHO scientists have also concluded that to 

estimate the actual number of COVID-19 
deaths, the annual number of deaths for each 
of the five years before the pandemic will 
have to be compared with the annual figures 
during the pandemic.
Another approach is the one that has been 
adopted by the World Mortality Dataset 
(WMD), a database that has been recording 
data from over 100 countries since January 
2021. It uses sophisticated techniques to 
calculate excess deaths and to establish 
the causes for these deaths. The two 
scientists who run the database say that 
their calculations consistently show that the 
number of deaths attributed to COVID-19 
in many of the countries they are studying – 
including Russia, Brazil, Mexico and the US 
– are underestimates when compared with 
their figures. According to their estimates, 
deaths from COVID-19 are likely to be 1.6 
times higher than what has been recorded in 
the countries being studied.
While most of the modelling techniques 
described in Adam’s article say the 
COVID-19 death toll is much higher than 
official figures suggest, some scientists argue 
that the margin of error is too wide and 
that applying the modelling used on richer 
nations to poorer countries is also a flawed 
approach. Even when you compare the 
figures produced by each modelling method, 
the numbers vary widely.
However, COVID-19 is not the first 
pandemic where reporting of deaths may be 
inaccurate. The number of deaths attributed 
to the Spanish flu of 1918-20 was also not 
correct. An influenza virus called influenza 
type A subtype H1N1 is now known to have 
been the cause of the extreme mortality 
of that pandemic. It is estimated to have 
infected a third of the world’s population, 
and at least 10 percent of those infected died.
The Spanish flu pandemic is thought to 
have begun in cramped and crowded army 
training camps on the Western Front during 
World War I, fought by 70 million military 
personnel. The unsanitary conditions – 
especially in the trenches along the French 
border – helped it incubate and then spread. 
Soldiers had to endure dirty and damp 
conditions, and many of them suffered from 
malnourishment, which led to a weakened 
immune system. It provided the perfect 

breeding ground for a virus to take hold and 
spread. As soldiers returned home infected 
with it, the illness spread across villages, 
towns and cities.
Although this pandemic did not originate in 
Spain, it was known as the Spanish Flu as 
the country was one of the first to identify the 
infection. This is most likely because Spain 
had been a neutral country during World 
War I and as such did not have any wartime 
censorship imposed on population data, so 
it was free to publish early accounts of the 
illness.
The number of deaths caused by Spanish flu 
is estimated to be at least 50 million, a figure 
thought to be significantly lower than the 
actual toll. Spanish flu affected almost every 
part of the world over its various peaks, with 
only the most remote communities escaping 
unscathed. However, epidemiologists 
suggest these numbers are likely to be 
underestimates due to a number of factors, 
including non-registration of deaths, missing 
records, misdiagnosis, and non-medical 
certification.
So, why is it important to know whether the 
COVID-19 death toll reported by countries 
is accurate? Well, it is not just for our 
historical records, but knowing how many 
people are dying from a disease in any given 
country will allow us to accurately estimate 
how much aid is needed for that country, be 
it vaccines, medicines or medical equipment. 
Poorer countries that report lower death 
numbers because they do not have access 
to testing facilities, may miss out on vital 
vaccines for their populations.
Countries around the world took different 
approaches to try to control the virus, 
some chose a “zero COVID” strategy and 
implemented strict lockdowns, while others 
opted for a more relaxed approach. For us 
to be better prepared for future pandemics, 
we need to know which approach worked 
best and saved the most lives. We can only 
know this by getting accurate data from each 
country and comparing it to the measures 
they took. So going forward, we need to 
encourage all countries to record births and 
deaths accurately, but until then we must rely 
on the data and data scientists.
-Al JAzeera
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BUSINESS

Credit Suisse has hit out after a 
massive data leak has brought 
to light the hidden wealth of 

several clients of the bank.
Data on more than 18,000 bank 
accounts, holding more than $100bn 
(£73.6bn), was leaked to German 
newspaper Süddeutsche Zeitung by a 
whistleblower.
It includes personal, shared and 
corporate accounts, as well as those 
opened as far back as the 1940s.
Nearly 50 media organisations have 
spent months poring over the data.
In their investigations, they suggest 
they have found evidence Credit 
Suisse accounts had been used by 
clients involved in serious crimes 
such as money laundering or drug 
trafficking.
But the Swiss bank rejected the 
allegations in a statement on Sunday, 
saying it strongly rejected the 
allegations and insinuations about the 
bank's alleged business practices or 
lack of due diligence carried out.
"The matters presented are 

Credit Suisse denies wrongdoing 
after big banking data leak

predominantly historical, in some 
cases dating back as far as the 1940s, 
and the accounts of these matters 
are based on partial, inaccurate, or 
selective information taken out of 
context", it said.
In reports published by media 
organisations such as The Guardian 
and the New York Times, it has been 
claimed the bank opened or maintained 
accounts for high-risk clients, 
including criminals and individuals 
involved in human trafficking.
Holding a Swiss account is not illegal 
and the leak also reportedly contained 
data of clients who had done nothing 
wrong.
The data was shared with more than 
40 media organisations around the 
world by non-profit journalism group, 
the Organized Crime and Corruption 
Reporting Project.
It includes bank accounts dating back 
decades. The majority were opened 
from 2000 onwards, although the 
bank's current operations are not 
included.

Credit Suisse also said on Sunday 
that it had reviewed a large volume of 
accounts potentially associated with 
the matters raised.
"Approximately 90% of the reviewed 
accounts are today closed or were in 
the process of closure prior to receipt 
of the press inquiries, of which over 
60% were closed before 2015," it said, 
although it would not comment on 
specific clients mentioned.
The bank added it was "deeply aware 
of its responsibility to clients and the 
financial system as a whole to ensure 
that the highest standards of conduct 
are upheld".
"These media allegations appear to 
be a concerted effort to discredit not 
only the bank but the Swiss financial 
market-place as a whole, which has 
undergone significant changes over 
the last several years," it said.
'Shameful role'
In a statement published by German 
newspaper Süddeutsche Zeitung, the 
anonymous source explained their 
motivation for leaking the records 

These media 
allegations 

appear to be a 
concerted effort 

to discredit 
not only the 
bank but the 

Swiss financial 
market-place.

more than a year ago.
"I believe that Swiss banking secrecy 
laws are immoral. The pretext of 
protecting financial privacy is merely 
a fig leaf covering the shameful role 
of Swiss banks as collaborators of tax 
evaders," they wrote.
It is not known if the whistleblower is 
an individual or a group.
They also acknowledged "having an 
offshore Swiss bank account does not 
necessarily imply tax evasion or any 
other financial crime".
Credit Suisse pointed out it had taken 
"significant additional measures over 
the last decade, including considerable 
further investments in combating 
financial crime".
It follows other scandals for the Swiss 
bank, including the departure of two 
of its top executives after allegedly 
breaking Covid regulations and spying 
on former staff.
-BBC
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n Wing Kuang

Sydney, Australia – Sydney tour guide 
Justin Steele remembers the exact 
date of his last tour with international 

visitors two years ago.
“It was Sunday, 15 March, and I had three 
international guests, one from China, 
one from Korea and one from America,” 
Steele, the 32-year-old founder of Local 
Sauce Tours, told Al Jazeera.
Just days later, on March 19, 2020, 
Australia announced the closure of its 
borders to keep out COVID-19, putting his 
business in the deep freeze.
As Australia reopens to international 
tourists on Monday, Steele is excited to 
meet his customers again, but has no doubt 
his company will take time to recover.
“I expect it’ll probably still take several 
months before we start seeing significant 
numbers of bookings,” said Steele, who 
leads small tours of Sydney’s iconic bars, 
restaurants and laneways.
Before the pandemic, Australia welcomed 
9.3 million visitors, with tourist spending 
hitting 44.6 billion Australia dollars 
($32b) in 2018-19, according to Tourism 
Australia. Between March 2020 and 
March 2021, international tourists dropped 

As Australia reopens, crippled 
tourism sector feels cautious hope

to practically zero, inflicting losses of 
40.7 billion Australia dollars ($29.2b) on 
the sector. The return of tourists, who can 
enter Australia quarantine-free so long as 
they are double-vaccinated, comes after 
the government lifted restrictions on 
skilled migrants and international students 
in November.
Tour operators outside major cities like 
Sydney and Melbourne say they have been 
hit especially hard, due to their particular 
reliance on international visitors.
Jason Cronshaw, who operates Blue 
Mountains Explorer Bus in regional 
New South Wales, told Al Jazeera he is 
considering suspending his business at the 
very moment Australia is reopening to the 
world.
Before the pandemic, Cronshaw ran two 
hop-on explorer buses every day, serving 
around 60,000 tourists a year. But lately, 
he has only had enough customers to run 
one bus on Saturdays.
“We’re thinking of just hibernating 
everything until tourists are back,” 
Cronshaw told Al Jazeera, predicting 
Australia would not see an immediate 
flood of tourists due to restrictive travel 
policies in many prospective tourists’ 
home countries.

BUSINESS

China, Australia’s biggest tourism market, 
remains sealed off from the world under 
a strict “zero COVID” policy that makes 
travel in or out of the country difficult.
“China’s probably not going to get their 
residents out in a hurry,” Cronshaw said. 
“So it’s still going to be a long way away 
to get any sort of people back.”
Elaine Chiao Ling Yang, senior lecturer of 
tourism at Griffith University in Brisbane, 
told Al Jazeera the revival of Australia’s 
tourism industry would depend on China.
“I think the interest [among Chinese 
tourists] is there, but it depends on China’s 
‘zero COVID’ policy and quarantine 
policy for returning travellers,” she said.
Staff shortages
For tourism operators in Western Australia, 
where authorities have yet to reopen the 
state border with the rest of the country, 
the return of international tourists will be 
a longer wait.
After scrapping earlier reopening plans in 
January, Western Australia Premier Mark 
McGowan on Friday announced March 
3 as the date for lifting interstate travel 
restrictions.
Tim Stone, the operator of Best of Perth 
Tour, told Al Jazeera he expects tourism 
to recover much faster in eastern states 

like Victoria and New South Wales than in 
Western Australia.
“It’s exciting to see international tourists 
back,” said Stone, who has had to cut back 
operations to one or two days a week due 
to a lack of customers.
Besides uncertainty about customers, the 
sector is also facing a labour shortage due 
to a plunge in temporary visa holders and 
international students during the pandemic.
Even before the pandemic, the sector was 
expected to have a staff shortage of nearly 
30,000 workers by 2020, according to a 
2015 report by the Australian Trade and 
Investment Commission
“While the reopening of international 
borders will bring more tourists and 
migrant workers back to Australia, it will 
take time for businesses to recruit and train 
new workers to meet the demand,” said 
Yang, the Griffith University professor, 
adding that the issue of labour shortages 
in regional destinations “will remain a 
persistent issue for years to come”.
Dean Long, the CEO of Australian 
Federation of Travel Agents, also said 
the staff shortage would affect quality 
of tourism services and travellers’ 
experiences.
“Australia is a high-price destination,” 

Long said, predicting Australia’s remote 
location might also contribute to a slower 
recovery than its peers. “When they come 
here, the price point that we charge will 
deliver to the value that’s expected for that 
price point.”
He predicted the industry would not be 
back to pre-pandemic levels until early 
2024, assuming new major outbreaks or 
variants did not get in the way.
But Long is still optimistic about the future 
of the sector.
“It’s never too late [to reopen the 
international border],” said Long. “The 
important part for us, as we told the 
government, is they can’t close it again.”
Despite the frustration and uncertainty, 
tourism business owners like Steele are 
determined to stick it out.
Steele said he understood people might be 
reluctant to travel during the pandemic, but 
he wanted to encourage people to come 
and experience Australia.
“Australia is gonna be one of the safest 
places you can visit, and just the variety of 
experiences that you can have,” he said. “If 
you’re looking to travel, Australia really 
should be at the top of people’s lists.”
-Al Jazeera
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Northern Tanzania’s Maasai elders are 
facing eviction from ancestral lands, as the 
new government looks to make way for 
elite tourism and trophy hunting.
In an urgent plea, the elders have set up 
a petition to rally the broader global 
community to get behind them and put a 
stop to this proposed plan by the Tanzanian 
government.
Who are the Maasai people?
One of the famous tribes of Africa, the 
nomadic and pastoralist Maasai people, 
are a Nilotic ethnic group inhabiting large 
parts of northern, central and southern 
Kenya and across the border in northern 
Tanzania as well.
According to the official Maasai 
association, the Maasai occupy a total land 
area of 160 000 square kilometres with a 
population of approximately 1.5 million 
people.
The Maasai are among the better known 

tribes in East Africa thanks to their 
traditional origins from areas surrounding 
Masai Mara Game Reserve and Amboseli, 
near the Tanzania border.
The Maasai speak a language known as 
Maa and their Nilotic origins link them 
to the Kalenjin tribe of Kenya which is 
famous for producing some of the best 
long-distance runners in the world.
The Maasai culture includes a unique way 
of dressing, diet and way of life.
The tribe have traditionally relied on 
readily available materials and indigenous 
technology to construct their unusual 
housing. The traditional Maasai house 
was designed for people on the move 
and thus their houses were impermanent 
in nature. The houses are either circular 
or loaf-shaped, and are made by women. 
Their villages are enveloped in a circular 
“enkang” (fence) built by the men and 
this protects their cattle at night from wild 
animals, according to the website masai 
mara travel.

AFRICA

Nigeria air attack kills children 
in Niger: Officialm

Somalia's president cans US oil deal 
hours after it was signed

Northern Tanzania’s Maasai elders face 
eviction from ancestral land, sparks 

fresh call for support for nomadic tribe

The website further explains that Maasai 
society is firmly patriarchal in nature, with 
elder Maasai men, sometimes joined by 
retired elders, making decisions on most 
major matters.
For Maasai people living a traditional way 
of life, death is not usually marked by a 
formal funeral ceremony, and the dead are 
left out in the fields for scavengers.
Burial has in the past been reserved for 
great chiefs, since it is believed by the 
Maasai that burial is harmful to the soil
In the wake of the possible removal of 
the Maasai elders from ancestral land, the 
elders have created a petition on Avaaz, 
a US -based non-profit organisation that 
promotes global activism on issues such 
as climate change, human rights, animal 
rights, corruption, poverty and conflict.
In the petition, the elders said: “Any day 
now, tens of thousands of our community 
could be evicted from our ancestral lands 
to make way for tourism and trophy 
hunting. Last time Avaaz raised the alarm, 

the president shelved the plan. So we 
urgently need you to stand with us again.”
According to the petition, the last time 
the elders faced these threats, more than 2 
million people rallied behind their call to 
remain on their ancestral land.
The elders said that with the help of 
ordinary people they created such a storm 
that the president at the time, the late John 
Pombe Joseph Magufuli, promised never 
to evict them from their land.
The elders say now that Tanzania has a new 
head of state, the plans are being revived.
The elders have said that current President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan may not listen to 
them, but they know that she’ll respond to 
media and public pressure regarding this 
contentious matter.
According to Siyabonga Africa.com, 
government policies focusing on the 
preservation of their national parks 
and reserves, with the exclusion of the 
culturally rich Maasai tribe, have now 
made the traditional Maasai way of 

life increasingly difficult to maintain 
and preserve for coming generations to 
experience and learn about.
According to the Maasai association, as 
a result of global warming, droughts are 
becoming severe in East Africa, forcing 
the Maasai people to seek out alternative 
livelihoods. Herds are smaller than ever 
before, and most people are relying on 
relief food as Africa continues to bear the 
brunt of the ongoing climate crisis.
Cultural observers say that Maasai tribal 
leadership, the council of elders, is losing 
its power year after year as a result of 
emerging Western forms of leadership and 
governance.
The elders said that some members of the 
community have said they’d rather die 
than leave their homes, but added that this 
is a choice no one should have to make.
-IOL
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AFRICA

The Nigerian military has killed and 
wounded children in an air attack in 
neighbouring Niger, according to a local 
governor in Niger, state television and an 
aid agency.
The attack took place in the village of 
Nachade in the region of Maradi, Niger, on 
Friday, a few kilometres from the border 
with Nigeria, said Chaibou Aboubacar, the 
governor of Maradi.
“There was a mistake with the Nigerian 
strikes on the border that resulted in 
victims on our territory in the village of 
Nachade,” said the official.
“The victims are 12 children, seven of 
them dead and five wounded.”
According to the governor, “the parents 
were attending a ceremony and the 
children were probably playing when the 
strikes” hit them.
Four children died instantly and three 
others succumbed “to their injuries while 
being transported to hospital”, he said.
He did not say how he knew that Nigerian 
forces carried out the attack. Niger’s state 
television also said it was carried out 
by Nigerian forces, without providing 
evidence.
Medical charity Doctors Without Borders 
(Medecins Sans Frontieres, or MSF), 
which cared for some of the wounded, 
confirmed the strike. It said that 12 people 
died, including four children. Local 

Both the Somalian president and 
the country's prime minister have 
rejected the oil exploration deal 

inked by one of the ministers. The leaders 
said they are protecting the country's 
national resources.
Somalia's leadership has made a swift 
reversal on an oil exploration deal signed 
with a US company. On Saturday, the 
Minister of Petroleum and Mineral 
Resources, Abdirashid Mohamed Ahmed 
announced that production sharing 
agreements had been signed with US-
based firm, Coastline Exploration Ltd.
Ahmed said in a statement that the deal 
was "a huge moment" for the people of 
Somalia.
"Recently completed seismic programs 
indicate that Somalia has the potential to 
become a significant oil and gas producing 
country," he said in a statement. The 
deal would "accelerate our roadmap of 
hydrocarbon exploration offshore."
"We are pleased to announce that we have 
signed 7 Production Sharing Agreements 
with COASTLINE EXPLORATION LTD. 
It is a victory for the Somali people," the 
minister said in a tweet.
Same day cancelation
But with the ink barely dry, both Somalia's 
president and prime minister announced 
the deal was off.
In a statement, the office of President 
Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed said the 
deal was nullified. The presidential palace 
Villa Somalia tweeted that "it contravenes 
Presidential Decree 7/8/2021 which bans 
the inking of deals during elections so as to 
protect public resources from exploitation 
during elections."
The office of the presidency and the prime 
minister have a strained relationship but, in 
this instance, both leaders appear to have 
been on the same page.
Prime Minister Mohamed Hussein 
Roble called the agreement "illegal" and 
"unacceptable" and said in a Tweet: "I will 
take all appropriate measures to protect 

Nigeria air attack kills children 
in Niger: Officialm

Somalia's president cans US oil deal 
hours after it was signed

Northern Tanzania’s Maasai elders face 
eviction from ancestral land, sparks 

fresh call for support for nomadic tribe inhabitants told MSF that Nigerian forces 
were pursuing targets who had fled a 
border town.
Investigation was under way
“As a matter of policy, the Nigerian Air 
Force does not make any incursions 
into areas outside Nigeria’s territorial 
boundaries. That’s our policy,” Major 
General Jimmy Akpor, Nigeria’s director 
of defence information, said. He said an 
investigation was under way.
The specific reason for the strike was 
not clear but banditry is known to be 
widespread in the region.
In April 2021, the Brussels-based 
International Crisis Group (ICG) said it 
feared a third centre for hardliner armed 
groups could emerge in this region of 
Maradi, exploiting the actions of Nigerian 
gangs and conflicts between local 
communities.
Niger already faces hardliner fronts. The 
Nigerian group Boko Haram and the 
Islamic State in West Africa (ISWAP), 
its dissident branch, are operating in the 
southeast while groups affiliated with ISIL 
(ISIS) and al-Qaeda are at work in the 
west.
According to the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), Maradi is host to 
100,000 Nigerian refugees who have fled 
the relentless attacks in their country.
-Al Jazeera

our national resources."
Somalia's bumpy road to elections
The Horn of Africa nation is gearing up 
for long-overdue elections, scheduled for 
February 25. The road to the vote has been 
fraught with violent attacks and political 
tensions.
In December, President Mohamed 
suspended the powers of the prime minister 
over allegations of the latter being "linked 
with corruption." The country is also 
facing Islamist attacks, with an al-Shabab 
suicide-bomber detonating a device in the 
town Beledweyne and killing at least 14 
people.
-DW

"With the 
ink barely 
dry, both 
Somalia's 
president 
and prime 
minister 

announced 
the deal 
was off."
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TECHNOLOGY

n Russell Brandom

On Saturday, attackers stole 
hundreds of NFTs from OpenSea 
users, causing a late-night panic 

among the site’s broad user base. A 
spreadsheet compiled by the blockchain 
security service PeckShield counted 254 
tokens stolen over the course of the attack, 
including tokens from Decentraland and 
Bored Ape Yacht Club.
The bulk of the attacks took place between 
5PM and 8PM ET, targeting 32 users in 
total. Molly White, who runs the blog 
Web3 is Going Great, estimated the value 
of the stolen tokens at more than $1.7 
million.
The attack appears to have exploited a 
flexibility in the Wyvern Protocol, the 
open-source standard underlying most 
NFT smart contracts, including those made 
on OpenSea. One explanation (linked by 
CEO Devin Finzer on Twitter) described 
the attack in two parts: first, targets 
signed a partial contract, with a general 
authorization and large portions left blank. 
With the signature in place, attackers 
completed the contract with a call to their 
own contract, which transferred ownership 
of the NFTs without payment. In essence, 
targets of the attack had signed a blank 
check — and once it was signed, attackers 
filled in the rest of the check to take their 
holdings.
“I checked every transaction,” said the 
user, who goes by Neso. “They all have 
valid signatures from the people who lost 
NFTs so anyone claiming they didn’t get 

n Emma Roth

Epic Games is hiring its US-based 
contingent workers full-time and 
with benefits, Epic confirmed 
to The Verge. The Fortnite 

developer is extending the offer to quality 
assurance (QA) testers, as well as other 
“eligible” contract-based employees.
The news first surfaced in an employee-
facing memo obtained by The Verge. 
In the memo, the company writes it will 
“offer full-time at-will employment to 
eligible US-based contingent workers,” 
and that “many of those offers will be 
effective April 4th, 2022.” But it also notes 
that some workers won’t receive the offer, 
citing “there are a few exceptions in which 
it makes sense for both the worker and Epic 
to maintain contingent worker status.”
Epic spokesperson Elka Looks told The 
Verge that the game developer will hire “a 
few hundred” of its contractors, and that 
“most but not all” are quality assurance 
(QA) testers. Looks confirmed that all the 
workers will be eligible for the company’s 
US employee benefits plans, and will also 
be directly employed by Epic Games. The 
studio currently contracts out QA testers 
and other workers through temp agencies, 
including Eastridge, Hays, and Nextaff.
Looks also said the company will still hire 
contingent workers for “short-term needs,” 
however. She didn’t have any additional 
information to share about the other types 
of contingent workers (outside of QA 

phished but lost NFTs is sadly wrong.”
Valued at $13 billion in a recent funding 
round, OpenSea has become one of the 
most valuable companies of the NFT 
boom, providing a simple interface for 
users to list, browse, and bid on tokens 
without interacting directly with the 
blockchain. That success has come with 
significant security issues, as the company 
has struggled with attacks that leveraged 
old contracts or poisoned tokens to steal 
users’ valuable holdings.
OpenSea was in the process of updating 
its contract system when the attack took 
place, but OpenSea has denied that the 
attack originated with the new contracts. 
The relatively small number of targets 
makes such a vulnerability unlikely, since 
any flaw in the broader platform would 
likely be exploited on a far greater scale.
Still, many details of the attack remain 
unclear — particularly the method 
attackers used to get targets to sign the half-
empty contract. Writing on Twitter shortly 
before 3AM ET, OpenSea CEO Devin 
Finzer said the attacks had not originated 
from OpenSea’s website, its various listing 
systems, or any emails from the company. 
The rapid pace of the attack — hundreds 
of transactions in a matter of hours — 
suggests some common vector of attack, 
but so far no link has been discovered.
“We’ll keep you updated as we learn more 
about the exact nature of the phishing 
attack,” said Finzer on Twitter. “If you 
have specific information that could be 
useful, please DM @opensea_support.”
-The Verge

testers) Epic will be hiring, and didn’t 
specify which workers are excluded from 
the offer.
Epic’s move to make its contract-based 
workers full-time employees comes at a 
time when tensions between workers and 
major game development studios are high; 
not to mention that it’s a huge step towards 
improving working conditions for QA 
testers and other workers. In December, 
Activision’s Raven Software laid off a 
dozen QA testers, prompting a walkout, 
and later the organization of the Game 
Workers Alliance union.
The game industry has become known 
for subjecting workers to incredibly long 
hours during (sometimes unpaid) periods 
called “crunch,” and Epic is no exception. 
In 2019, Epic was met with criticism after 
its workers revealed the long workdays 
that go into keeping the wildly-popular 
battle royale, Fortnite, on track with fans’ 
expectations. Epic Games later closed 
its studios for two weeks in response to 
employees’ concerns.
Last year, Epic Games ended its COVID-
era policy that let workers take every other 
Friday off, upsetting employees who say 
the extra day off is beneficial. A number of 
independent developers have transitioned 
to the four-day workweek, including 
Young Horses, Crow Crow Crow, Die 
Gute Fabrik, and more.
-The Verge

$1.7 million in NFTs stolen in apparent 
phishing attack on OpenSea users

Epic Games is making hundreds of temp 
testers into full employees with benefits
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Epic Games is making hundreds of temp 
testers into full employees with benefits
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The International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) begins hearings on Monday over 
Myanmar’s preliminary objections to a 
genocide case brought over the military’s 
brutal 2017 crackdown on the mostly 
Muslim Rohingya. The proceedings have 
been given added urgency and complicated 
by the coup that took place in Myanmar a 
little more than a year ago.
The case was filed by The Gambia, a small 
West African country, with the backing of 
the Organisation for Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) after more than 700,000 Rohingya 
fled into neighbouring Bangladesh amid 
reports the Myanmar military burned 
entire villages and carried out “large-
scale” killings, gang rape and other abuses.
A United Nations investigation found 
the crackdown had been carried out with 
“genocidal intent” and recommended 
Commander in Chief Min Aung Hlaing, 
and five generals be prosecuted.
Then civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
travelled to The Hague to lead Myanmar’s 
defence in December 2019, but after 
removing her from office in a coup in 
February last year, Myanmar’s military 

leaders said their representatives would 
argue the preliminary objections in court.
The National Unity Government (NUG), 
which includes elected legislators who 
were removed by the military, announced 
last week that it was withdrawing the 
objections and wanted the ICJ to proceed 
to the merits of the case.
It has said UN Ambassador Kyaw Moe 
Tun, who was appointed by Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s government and remains in office, 
is “the only person authorised to engage 
with the Court on behalf of Myanmar”. 
The UN General Assembly’s credentials 
committee in December said Kyaw Moe 
Tun can remain in his post until it decides 
who should represent Myanmar.
A briefing from Human Rights Watch 
and Global Justice Center said that 
the military’s participation at the ICJ 
hearings would have “no bearing on its 
recognition at the United Nations” noting 
that under ICJ rules “[s]tates have no 
permanent representatives accredited to 
the court. They normally communicate 
with the Registrar through their Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, or their ambassador 

‘Important opportunity’: Myanmar 
Rohingya genocide case to resume

INTERNATIONAL

Nepal police fire tear gas to 
disperse protest over US aid grant

Iran’s parliament sets conditions 
for return to nuclear deal

accredited to the Netherlands”.
Rohingya and rights groups say despite the 
issue of representation, the case has gained 
added urgency because of the crackdown 
on the anti-coup movement since February 
1, 2021. The Assistance Association for 
Political Prisoners (AAPP), which has been 
tracking developments, says more than 
1,560 people have been killed since the 
generals seized power, and that violence 
has also increased in ethnic minority areas.
“As the Myanmar military continues 
to commit atrocities against anti-
coup protesters and ethnic minorities, 
it should be put on notice there will 
be consequences for these actions — 
past, present, and future,” said Akila 
Radhakrishnan, president of the Global 
Justice Center. “The ICJ’s proceedings are 
laying the groundwork for accountability 
in Myanmar — not only for the Rohingya, 
but for all others who have suffered at the 
hands of the military.”
The estimated 600,000 Rohingya who 
remain in western Rakhine State also 
continue to live under severe restrictions 
on their movement and increasing military 

intimidation.
Tun Khin, president of United Kingdom 
rights organisation BROUK, says the 
hearings “are an important opportunity for 
justice for the Rohingya people, more than 
four years after the military committed 
its atrocities against them” adding 
that “genocidal acts” were still being 
committed against the minority group 
inside Myanmar.
“The Myanmar people have clearly 
rejected the junta, making it clear the 
military does not represent them,” Tun 
Khin said in an email to Al Jazeera. “All 
in the international community, including 
ICJ, should hear this, and not lend any 
form of legitimacy to the junta. However, 
we mustn’t lose sight of the fact that this 
case is about justice for the Rohingya.”
‘Irreparable damage’
Myanmar’s preliminary objections in the 
case have not been made public, but they 
relate to issues of jurisdiction and whether 
The Gambia’s application is admissible.
Both countries are parties to the 1948 
Genocide Convention, and The Gambia 
considers Myanmar to have violated its 

obligations under the convention, building 
its case on the evidence gathered by the 
UN investigators.
When Aung San Suu Kyi spoke in court in 
2019, she said the situation was “complex” 
and that the military had been responding 
to attacks by Rohingya “militants”.
She said Myanmar had taken steps to 
investigate the crackdown and take action 
against the perpetrators.
“Can there be genocidal intent on the 
part of the state that actively investigates, 
prosecutes and punishes soldiers and 
officers, who are accused of wrongdoing?” 
asked the Nobel Peace Prize laureate who 
shocked many human rights advocates 
by defending the military at The Hague. 
“Although the focus here is on members 
of the military, I can assure you that 
appropriate action will be taken on civilian 
offenders, in line with due process.”
A month after she addressed the court, 
the ICJ ordered Myanmar to protect 
the Rohingya, with presiding Judge 
Abdulqawi Ahmed Yusuf saying Myanmar 
had “caused irreparable damage to the 
rights of the Rohingya”.
According to the ICJ’s statutes, the 
court has the power to order provisional 
measures when “irreparable prejudice 
could be caused to rights which are the 
subject of judicial proceedings”.
The court found that the condition of 
urgency had been met in the case and 
required that the country prevent all 
genocidal acts against the Rohingya, 
ensure that the military and other security 
forces do not commit acts of genocide, and 
take steps to preserve evidence related to 
the case.
Myanmar was also told to provide an 
initial report on its compliance within four 
months and updates every six months.
“The International Court of Justice 
hearings are the next step in the landmark 
case to break the cycle of violence and 
impunity in Myanmar,” Nushin Sarkarati, 
associate international justice director at 
Human Rights Watch said in a statement. 
“The case could build a pathway to justice, 
not only for the Rohingya, but for everyone 
in the country.”
The hybrid hearings are due to start at 
1:30pm local time (12:30 GMT) and will 
continue for a week.
-Al Jazeera
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INTERNATIONAL

Nepal police fire tear gas to 
disperse protest over US aid grant

Iran’s parliament sets conditions 
for return to nuclear deal

Nepal police fired rubber bullets and tear 
gas on Sunday as hundreds protested 
against a $500m US aid grant that has 
divided the ruling coalition headed by 
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba of the 
Nepali Congress party.
The Millennium Challenge Corporation 
(MCC) pact signed in 2017 faces opposition 
mainly from two of the Communist parties 
that are part of the coalition government.
Critics of the pact claim the conditions 
in the grant agreement will prevail over 
Nepal’s laws and threaten the country’s 
sovereignty. They say it is part of 
Washington’s Indo-Pacific strategy, which 
has military components that could bring 
American soldiers to Nepal.
US officials have spoken to Nepalese 
leaders recently to assure that the grant 
concerns only Nepal’s development. 
The money is meant to be used for the 
construction of power transmission 
lines and improvement of roads in the 
Himalayan nation.
Hundreds of protesters tried to push 
through barbed wire barricades and pelted 
riot police with stones. Police beat them 

n Maziar Motamedi

Tehran, Iran – An overwhelming 
majority of Iranian legislators have 
set to define strict conditions for a 

return to the country’s 2015 nuclear deal as 
an agreement with world powers in Vienna 
appears close.
In a statement read out on Sunday, 250 
legislators in the 290-member parliament – 
in control of conservatives and hardliners 
since 2020 – called on President Ebrahim 
Raisi to adhere to their conditions in 
restoring the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action (JCPOA)
They said the “cruel and terrorist” 
American government – and its “weak and 
contemptible” followers France, Germany, 
and the United Kingdom – have shown 
they are not bound by any agreement over 
the past few years, so Iran must learn from 
the experience and set clear red lines.
The legislators defined those as receiving 
a guarantee by the US and the so-called 
E3 that they will not abandon the nuclear 
deal again – as Washington did unilaterally 
in 2018 under former President Donald 
Trump, who pulled out and imposed 
punishing sanctions.
“The US regime and other countries 
party to the JCPOA must pledge that they 
won’t use the snapback mechanism,” they 
wrote in reference to a clause defined in 
the nuclear accord that automatically 
reimposes United Nations sanctions on 
Iran if it breaches the deal.
The parliamentarians also asserted all 
sanctions imposed under “false excuses” 
must be lifted – which they defined as 
nuclear, terrorism, missile, and human 
rights designations, in addition to those 
under the Iran Sanctions Act (ISA), 
Countering America’s Adversaries 
Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA), and 

with bamboo batons, fired tear gas and 
water canons, leaving injured on both 
sides.
“Although they agreed to present the 
agreement in the parliament, it’s still not 
clear whether all coalition partners will 
cast their vote in favour… Our efforts 
will continue to convince them,” Prakash 
Sharan Mahat, spokesperson for the ruling 
Nepali Congress party, told AFP news 
agency.
The pact undermines Nepal’s sovereignty
The ruling coalition partners, including 
Maoist politicians – seen as traditionally 
close to China – say the pact undermines 
Nepal’s sovereignty.
Inside Parliament, government minister 
Gyanendra Bahadur Karki presented the 
grant proposal while several lawmakers 
chanted slogans opposing the measure.
A thick line of security personnel blocked 
the protesting members from approaching 
the minister. The debate is expected to last 
several days before the grant agreement is 
put to a vote. The deadline to ratify ends 
on February 28.
The discussion was originally planned 

U-Turn sanctions on dollar transactions.
Implementation
To ensure effective implementation of 
their demands, the legislators called for 
an unspecified “verification” process, 
after which Iran would act to scale back 
its nuclear advances to come into full 
compliance with the terms of the JCPOA 
again.
After waiting for a year after the US exit, 
Iran started gradually boosting its nuclear 
capabilities in 2019. The process has 
significantly accelerated since December 

2020, when the same parliament passed 
a law that forced the administration 
of moderate former President Hassan 
Rouhani to take more measures.
The law garnered enough support after 
two major attacks on Iran’s main nuclear 
facilities in Natanz, and the assassination 
of Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, a top nuclear 
scientist. Iran blamed Israel as the 
perpetrator of those attacks.
While maintaining its nuclear programme 
is strictly peaceful, Iran is now enriching 
uranium up to 60 percent using advanced 

centrifuges. This is while the nuclear deal 
restricted Iran’s enrichment to 3.67 percent 
using first-generation machines.
Lastly, the legislators on Sunday reminded 
President Raisi that based on their law, 
his administration can only act to scale 
back the country’s nuclear advances if 
parliament approves the lifting of banking 
and oil sanctions by the US.
Raisi, who was a chief critic of the nuclear 
deal alongside other conservatives before 
championing its restoration since taking 
the presidency in August 2021, has 

publicly stated conditions that are largely 
in line with the parliament’s vision.
His administration has said it wants all US 
sanctions imposed since 2018 lifted, and 
demands guarantees Washington will not 
renege again. It also wants time to time to 
verify the lifting of sanctions before again 
restricting Iran’s nuclear programme.
Agreement in Vienna in sight
The show of force by the Iranian legislators 
comes shortly after all negotiating parties 
in Vienna – Iran, the US, E3, China and 
Russia – have said the talks that initially 
began in April 2021 are in their final 
stretch.
Most issues have been agreed to restore 
the JCPOA, but several issues remain, and 
both Iran and Western parties continue to 
say publicly the other side needs to make 
the final decision to resolve them.
All maintain nothing is agreed until 
everything is agreed.
The US State Department said last week 
the key stakeholders were in “the very 
final stages … of a complex negotiation”. 
Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia’s chief negotiator, 
has said a deal could be reached by the end 
of February.
Even Israel, the nuclear deal’s staunchest 
opponent, which sent a political delegation 
to Vienna earlier this week unexpectedly, 
appears to have made peace with the 
imminent prospect of a restored nuclear 
deal.
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett 
said on Sunday that an agreement may 
materalise “shortly”, but it will be 
“weaker” than the one reached in 2015.
Defence Minister Benny Gantz also told 
US Vice President Kamala Harris on 
Saturday any deal with Iran must include 
consistent enforcement by the UN nuclear 
watchdog.
-Al Jazeera

for last Wednesday but disagreements 
among political parties and clashes with 
police outside Parliament led to it being 
postponed.
According to Nepali media, US Assistant 
Secretary of State for South and Central 
Asian Affairs Donald Lu recently held 
separate telephone conversations with 
Nepali politicians, urging them to 
endorse the MCC pact by February 28 or 
Washington would “review its ties with 
Nepal”.
Days later Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Wang Wenbin said such 
development cooperation should “come 
with no strings attached”.
“We oppose coercive diplomacy and 
actions that pursue selfish agendas at 
the expense of Nepal’s sovereignty and 
interests,” he told a regular briefing in 
Beijing.
The MCC, created by the US Congress 
in 2004, offers large grants to support 
economic growth and reduce poverty, 
according to Washington.
-Al Jazeera
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Robin Koch: PFA calls for temporary substitutes 
as concussion protocols 'fail to prioritise safety'

n Johnny Hunkins

Since the beginning of photography, shooters 
have used an 18 percent gray card as a brightness 
gauge for exposure. When television came 
along, and then color video, the role of the 18 
percent gray card became even more important. 
It boils down to something approximate to 
this: 18 percent gray is the average color and 
brightness of everything. If you are, say, the 
U.S. Navy (or really the navy of any country 
big enough to float one), it would very much be 
in your best interest to paint your ships a color 
that makes something that big and dangerous 
disappear. You'd probably call it Destroyer Gray.
In 2017, Dodge decided to offer the color 
Destroyer Gray across its performance 
portfolio, which is to say the Dodge Charger 
and Challenger and not the Dodge Journey 
and Caravan (both of which are now gone). As 
colors go, Destroyer Gray is the anti-color; it 
has no color and no metalflake (note: Destroyer 
Gray has pigment, just not what an artist or 
photographer would call "color"). Some would 
call it boring—I'm in that group as my Hellcat 
is Yellowjacket Yellow—but Destroyer Gray 
is one of Dodge's most popular colors, so I'm 
in the minority. This notwithstanding, you 
would think with Destroyer Gray being one of 
Dodge's most popular hues, they'd keep it on 
the boil. Nope. We can only infer as to why. 
After the close of production for 2019 model-
year Chargers and Challengers, Destroyer Gray 
quietly disappeared on those cars.
Apparently, folks liked Destroyer Gray a lot 
more than Dodge bargained for, as it's one 
of the most widely searched colors on the 
interwebs. We like the original thinking behind 
Destroyer Gray: it both imports the gravitas 
of Dodge's big performers like the Hemi, Scat 
Pack, and Hellcat, while giving owners a bit of a 
camouflaged head start on law enforcement (one 
Mississippi, two Mississippi, three Mississippi 
… ). Destroyer Gray paint is clearly something 
I could've used to avoid the last speeding ticket 
I got, but that can't be the reason for the sudden 
interest in Dodge Destroyer Gray
What Does Destroyer Gray Look Like?
Once upon a time, in 2016, the closest thing 
you could get to Destroyer Gray was Granite 
Crystal Metallic Clear Coat (what my next-door 
neighbor calls Raider gray, the color of his Scat 
Pack) and Billet Silver Metallic Clear Coat. 
Unlike Destroyer Gray, both have metalflake in 
the color coat, with Granite Crystal noticeably 
darker than Destroyer Gray, and Billet Metallic 
appearing noticeably lighter. Initially, the trend 
in non-metallic medium gray paint was all the 
rage with European performance machinery 
(Audi's Nardo Gray comes to mind) and 
American manufacturers understandably went 
down the same path. The muted color and 
understated non-metallic hue exuded high-end 
European luxury performance, so why not try it 

on a muscle car, just like Detroit did during the 
first go-round with muscle cars? Destroyer Gray 
simply looks high-end.
Does Dodge Still Make Destroyer Gray?
Dodge Destroyer Gray was first offered in 
2017 on the Dodge Charger, Challenger, and 
Durango. It was available on all trim variants 
for the 2017, 2018, and 2019 models, but then in 
2020 Destroyer Gray disappeared for everything 
except the Durango. Why is this? We've always 
known about the limitations of the paint shop 
at the Brampton, Ontario assembly plant (the 
only source for the Charger and Challenger). 
When it was set up for initial production of the 
LX platform for the 2005 model year, the press 
hailed it as a big step up for Daimler-Chrysler, 
and Brampton's paint shop was one of the 
standouts.
Why Is Dodge Killing Destroyer Gray?
Quality, however, comes at the cost of variety, 
and changing out paint colors between metallics 
and non-metallics is a hassle that requires 
extra complexity; it's messy and expensive. 
When Dodge began adding some of the 
exciting boutique colors that bubbled up from 
customer clinics at the annual Spring Festival 
of LXs (Sinamon Stick, Frostbite, Gold Rush, 
Hellraisin), they would've had to orchestrate 
some difficult paint shop changeovers 
throughout the year. We reasonably suspect 
Destroyer Gray was a casualty, and not really 
that bad a trade-off to this color-centric eye. 
The Durango, however, is built at the Jefferson 
North Assembly plant in Detroit, and perhaps 
there was an argument to be made for keeping 
Destroyer Gray on the Durango for its different 
customer base. So does Dodge still make 
Destroyer Gray? The answer is yes, but only on 
the Durango.
Is Smoke Show the Same as Destroyer Gray?
When the 2020 Dodges hit, the non-metallic 
color Smoke Show was introduced. Fans of 
Dodge performance products generally note 
that this gray tint is lighter and a tad on the 
blue side compared to Destroyer Gray, and 
other than its polished clearcoat has an uncanny 
resemblance to gray primer. Smoke Show might 
not be the high-impact color Dodges are famous 
for, but the name is high-impact and conveys 
the hooligan nature of these potent performers. 
Is Smoke Show the same as Destroyer Gray? 
No, it's distinctly different and you would 
probably not mistake the two, but Smoke 
Show is the spiritual descendant of Destroyer 
Gray, just turned up a notch in brightness and 
with the smallest drop of pastel blue added 
(note: you probably won't be as invisible as 
you would with Destroyer Gray!). Rather than 
kill Destroyer Gray outright, the Dodge color 
and style department tweaked it just a bit for a 
more positive response. Quite understandably, it 
couldn't take on the same name without causing 
confusion, so it's called Smoke Show.
-Motor Trend

MOTORING

Why Is Dodge Killing 
Destroyer Gray?



The Villager The Villager 21

SPORT

Robin Koch: PFA calls for temporary substitutes 
as concussion protocols 'fail to prioritise safety'

The Professional Footballers' 
Association says concussion 
protocols "are failing to prioritise 

player safety" following the injury 
sustained by Leeds United's Robin Koch 
in Sunday's loss to Manchester United.
Koch, 25, suffered a blow to the head in a 
collision with Scott McTominay.
The German was cleared to continue with 
his head bandaged before being replaced 
after 31 minutes because of concussion.
The PFA reiterated its calls for the 
introduction of temporary substitutes.
"Put simply, the current rules set by Ifab 
[International Football Association Board] 
are not working, and players are being 
put at risk," said the PFA, having initially 
called for temporary substitutions in April 
2021.
It added temporary concussion substitutes 
would allow medical teams "additional 
time and an appropriate environment to 
make an initial assessment", subsequently 
reducing the pressure for affected players 
and medical teams "to make quick 
decisions".
In a statement on Monday, Leeds said the 

club's medical staff "have always been in 
favour of temporary substitutions for head 
injuries".
"Leeds United can confirm that following 
a clash of heads, Robin Koch passed all of 
the on-field concussion screening tests that 
are currently part of the Premier League 
protocols," the club said.
"The player was told if he developed 
any symptoms he should sit down on the 
field of play and would be substituted 
immediately, which is what Robin did in 
the 29th minute of the game."
Leeds added that Koch would "follow the 
concussion protocols before returning to 
play."
Ifab, football's lawmakers, approved a trial 
for concussion substitutes in December 
2020 which was adopted in the Premier 
League and FA Cup competitions.
The rule allows for a permanent 
substitution to be made if a player suffers 
a head injury - regardless of the number of 
replacements a team has already used.
Speaking in March 2021, leading head 
injury expert Dr Willie Stewart said the 
rules were a "shambles", adding the 

implementation of temporary substitutes 
would be a safer option.
The PFA cited incidents last season 
involving West Ham's Issa Diop and 
Sheffield United's George Baldock, both 
of whom were allowed to continue playing 
following head injuries, when it wrote to 
Ifab in April.
Leeds manager Marcelo Bielsa said the 
cut Koch sustained appeared to be more 
serious than the knock itself.
"He had a cut in his head and what 
excludes him, or made him come off, is the 
cut," said Bielsa. "So if the cut is the most 
significant thing [rather than the knock] 
then I acted in accordance to that."
"The 'if in doubt, sit them out' protocol 
is not being applied consistently within 
the pressurised environment of elite 
competitive football," the PFA said on 
Monday.
"We see frequent incidents of players 
returning to play with a potential brain 
injury, only to be removed shortly 
afterwards once symptoms visibly 
worsen," it added.
"As the representative voice of players 

in England, we have been clear to Ifab 
that we want to see the introduction of 
temporary concussion substitutes."
Brain injury charity Headway has echoed 
those calls, adding that the situation has 
left them "completely frustrated" and that 
"urgent answers" are needed from the 
Premier League over its interpretation of 
the 'if in doubt, sit them out' protocol.
"Medics have a tough time when trying 
to make on-pitch concussion assessments. 
The game simply has to help them by 
implementing temporary concussion 
substitutes," said Luke Griggs, Headway's 
deputy chief executive.
"It is hard to believe that if they had 10 
minutes to assess the player in the quiet 
confines of the dressing room that they 
would have come to the conclusion that he 
was fit to continue.
"The days of [former England captain] 
Terry Butcher soldiering on with a bloody 
bandage are gone. We cannot continue 
with a 'patch them up, get them back out 
there' approach to head injuries. Players 
must be protected."
-BBC
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Anthony Elanga: FA investigates after 
Man Utd striker hit by object

Six Nations: Taulupe Faletau in Wales 
squad for England game

The Football Association is 
investigating after Manchester 
United's Anthony Elanga was 

struck by an object thrown from the crowd 
in Sunday's Premier League victory at 
Leeds United.
Elanga, 19, was hit by a missile as the 
visitors celebrated Fred's 70th-minute goal 
in the 4-2 win at Elland Road.
There were also numerous unsavoury 
chants from both sets of supporters.
West Yorkshire Police said a total of nine 
arrests were made for offences which 
include the throwing of missiles.
While there was "no significant disorder" 
and no injuries were reported to any players 
or fans, the police said offences "including 
public order, throwing of missiles and 
breach of banning order" took place.
A group of 70 away fans turned up in 
Leeds without tickets and were issued with 
dispersal notices prior to the match.
In what was the first game in front of 
fans between the two old rivals at Elland 
Road since October 2003, Elanga scored 
his side's fourth goal with two minutes 
remaining to confirm victory for Ralf 
Rangnick's men.
Arrests at football matches across the top 
five English leagues are at their highest 
levels in years, with fan disorder "getting 
worse", according to the UK's football 

Taulupe Faletau has been called 
into Wales' Six Nations squad for 
Saturday's game against England at 

Twickenham after recovering from injury.
The British and Irish Lions back rower 
played 80 minutes on Saturday in his 
second game back for Bath after seven 
months out injured.
After a heavy defeat by Ireland, Wales 
revived their title defence with victory 
over Scotland.
They face England away before hosting 
France and Italy.
Faletau made a try-scoring comeback 
when he played an hour against Wasps on 
12 February and was on for the duration in 
Saturday's loss against Leicester.
"I feel I needed a couple of games, and I've 
had that," he said after a frustrating few 
months getting back to fitness.
"It was a rolling two weeks for a long 
time, then I would get to the end of that 
two weeks, I would run again and it would 
ping again. It was basically that for the 
whole time.
"I am just enjoying getting out there, 
whether it's Bath or Wales. Whatever it is, I 
just want to enjoy the games because seven 
months out wasn't fun."
Faletau's recall is a huge boost to Wales, 
who are currently without a host of big 
names including Alun Wyn Jones, George 
North, Ken Owens and Justin Tipuric.
Faletau won the last of his 86 Wales caps 
almost a year ago but now has a chance 
of being involved at Twickenham, where 
Wales have not won in the Six Nations for 
10 years.
He will leave Bath after six years at 
the end of the season and has signed for 
Cardiff Rugby.
Bath coach Neal Hatley has no doubt he is 
ready to return to the international stage.
"He is like a chameleon," he said. "You put 
him in a level up and he just blends in.

policing lead.
There were more than 800 football-related 
arrests in the first six months of the season 
and more than 750 reported incidents of 
disorder.
"As far as I know, there is some 
investigation going on from Leeds United. 
I don't think that anything happened in the 
end," said Manchester United's interim 
manager Rangnick.
"Elanga looked well and he was happy 
about scoring his goal. Obviously things 
like that should not happen and I think 
even more so this game. The atmosphere 
was great."
Leeds boss Marcelo Bielsa said he did not 
see the incidents involving objects being 
thrown, but he condemned such actions.
"Any excess other than sporting should 
not be approved," he said. "I can't evaluate 
what you spoke about because I didn't see 
it."
Elland Road had waited 19 years to 
stage a game between Leeds United and 
Manchester United in front of fans and 
the poison contained in this bitter rivalry 
boiled over in a vicious atmosphere.
There was a heavy police presence around 
the stadium before, during and after the 
game, as well as in Leeds city centre hours 
after the game, such is the scale of hostility 
between the two sets of fans.

"He has that innate ability that, whatever 
the quality of the players he is playing 
with, he is the best player on the pitch and 
he has done that for ages."
Faletau has replaced Christ Tshiunza in 
the Wales squad after the Exeter player 
suffered a hamstring injury before the 
tournament kicked off.
-BBC
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Inside Elland Road, the tone was set 
from the moment Manchester United's 
players came out to warm-up to chants 
of "scum" - but this a very mild message 
when compared with some of the truly 
vile verbal exchanges from opposing 
supporters throughout the game.
Manchester United's goals were the fuse 
for some of the worst excesses, with 
captain Harry Maguire and celebrating 
players being shepherded away from in 
front of the Don Revie Stand and angry 
Leeds fans after his opener.
Visiting supporters released red 
pyrotechnics, leaving the smell of fireworks 
hanging heavy in the air, but it was the last 
two goals scored by Ralf Rangnick's side 
that saw his players in physical danger as 
they were pelted with missiles.
Anthony Elanga needed medical treatment 
after Fred put Manchester United back in 
front at 3-2, with similar treatment meted 
out after the substitute, recovered after 
being struck, added the fourth himself.
The game itself was a classic played out 
in a deluge - which was so torrential and 
persistent it may have actually reduced the 
possibility of further trouble around Elland 
Road - but the atmosphere inside the 
stadium and the actions of supporters has 
now inevitably led to a full investigation
-BBC


