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n	 Kelvin Chiringa

The Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development's working group 
on bribery (OECD) has scathingly criticised 
Iceland's lukewarm handling of the massive 
Fishrot bribery and corruption scandal in 
Namibia's fisheries sector as embarrassing. 
This is contained in the latest report filed 
by an Icelandic publication in the wake of 
a high-level visitation to that country by 
International Relations and Co-operation 
minister Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah to 
discuss the extradition of Samherji big wigs 
wanted in Namibia.
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SADC Gives Raw 
Material And Receives 
Processed Products

n	 Nghiinomenwa Erastus

The Namibian Port Authority has 
reported that major commodities 
that are being sent to the world from 
the Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC) members through 
the port are raw materials.
The port authority revealed in its May 
2022 Quayside Bulletin.
"According to the statistics, major 
commodities exported from SADC 
countries through Namibia are 
currently copper, manganese ore, 
and wooden products (timber)," the 
Namibian Port Authority (Namport) 
wrote in its bulletin.
However, according to the import 
statistics, SADC member countries 
import mostly finished goods.
"Major commodities imported to 
Namibia destined to SADC Countries 
are frozen poultry, vehicles, machinery, 
spare parts, tyres, chemicals for mining 
use, electrical goods and electrical 
equipment," the bulletin read. The 
picture is also vividly depicted by 
Namibia's trade statistics on the 

PAGE 1

Fishrot
Handling by Iceland is 
Embarrassing: OECD

The publication quoted the working group's 
head, Drago Kos, as saying, "I would say 
that it is a bit embarrassing for Iceland 
that Namibia is the country that pulls the 
strings in the study. It is not to the credit 
of the Icelandic government." Drago also 
expressed his understanding that probing the 
scandal could take time, but he was quick to 
say, "I can only see that no one knows what 
is going on in Iceland. We know all about 
what is happening in Namibia. I believe that 
this is one of the biggest problems for your 
authorities." 
More pressure has also been added by 
Transparency International in Iceland, 
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which said that it is extremely important that 
Namibia and Iceland follow the case through 
until justice is seen.
"This is not only a Namibian-Icelandic 
case. It originates from Iceland as the main 
player, and the main accused is an Icelandic 
company. We do know that the bribery 
happened in Namibia and Angola," said the 
organisation's country director, Atli Thor 
Funndal. Regarding the Nandi-Ndaitwah 
visitation, Funndal said they were quite 
surprised by how secretive the visit was.

export, which stubbornly fails to diversify 
away from raw uranium, copper blisters, 
diamonds, frozen fish and gold.
The five products/export commodities 
jointly accounted for 63.8 per cent of total 
exports last month, and every other month 
in the past, they have accounted for more 
than 50 per cent of the country's exports.

WB PORT BENEFITING FROM 
CROSS-BORDER CARGO

Various SADC countries are utilising the 
country port as an entrance and exit from 
their economies to the rest of the world.
Cross-border statistics from the Port 
Authority show that cross-border 
volumes increased by 10 per cent from 
1,464 million gross tonnages during the 
2020/2021 financial year to 1,607 million 
gross tonnages during the 2021/2022 
financial year.
At least 48 per cent of the volumes are from 
South Africa, 23 per cent from Zambia, 15 
per cent from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), Zimbabwe and Botswana,
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Outjo Police Allegedly Refuse To Release Prisoner 
Because "Ovambo People Are Stubborn"

NATIONAL NEWS
SADC

Fishrot

n	 Hertha Ekandjo

Kristine Nghilengwa, a sister to Likius 
Ndinoshili, a transporter who was arrested in 
May 2022 in Outjo, says that her brother did 
nothing wrong but remains locked up. 
In an interview with The Villager, 
Nghilengwa stressed that the police have no 
evidence against her brother.
She said a police officer from Outjo who 
goes by the name 'Nyambee' refused to 
release her brother (Ndinoshili).
This was upon her visiting the police station 
in Outjo, followed by alleged tribal remarks 
of the police officer stating, 'Ovambo people 
are stubborn'.
Ndinoshili was arrested for transporting 
fugitives who allegedly carried stolen solar 
panels to a nearby farm in the area.

six per cent each, two per cent from Angola 
and one per cent from Malawi.
The benefits do not only end at Walvis Bay 
and for Namport only. The port efficiency 
enables activities within the transport and 
logistics beyond the border. 
The Namibian Ports also handle an 
assortment of cross-border cargo imports 
and exports via four main trade corridors; 
Trans-Kalahari Corridor, Walvis Bay-
Ndola-Lubumbashi Corridor, Trans- Cunene 
Corridor and Trans-Oranje Corridor.
These corridors connect the Ports to the 
respective SADC markets, namely Zambia, 
DRC, Botswana, South Africa, Zimbabwe 
and Angola. 
"This performance is a testimony of an 
aggressive approach to developing the 
ports as the preferred SADC gateways," the 
bulletin read.
Total year-on-year cargo handled at the 
amounted to 6.5 million tons, indicating 
an increase of 6 per cent. Vessel visits also 
increased by 289 vessels or 22 per cent. 
According to the Port Authority, the increase 
in vessel calls was predominantly due to an 

increase in petroleum vessels, Namibian and 
foreign fishing vessels, foreign tugs, and 
research vessels.
This increase was mainly due to increased 
containerised commodities such as copper, 
charcoal, frozen fish, marble, frozen poultry, 
sugar, chemicals, scrap steel and wooden 
products.
The top five commodities that utilised 
Namibia's logistical services in April 2022 
were precious stones (diamonds), with a 
share of 26.8 per cent of total re-exports 
mostly destined to South Africa, Belgium, 
and Botswana. 
Following in the second place was petroleum 
oils, with a share of 12.1 per cent of the total 
re-exports. They were primarily destined for 
Botswana, South Africa and Zambia. 
Copper blisters accounted for 10.5 per cent 
of all commodities re-exported and mainly 
were destined for the Netherlands and United 
Kingdom (UK). 
Printed matter accounted for 5.9 per cent, 
mostly destined for South Africa, the UK 
and Kenya. 
Other meats and edible meat offal are among 
the top five, which were mostly re-exported 
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He said there were hopes that the Icelandic 
authorities would grant a press conference or 
access for the media to ask questions, but this 
did not happen.
Despite that, Funndal expressed that they 
saw the visit as a positive step while, at the 
same time, no official extradition request has 
been made yet by the authorities in Namibia.
However, dark clouds continue to hang over 
the whole affair.
"It does seem unlikely the Icelandic citizens 
will be extradited. It is vitally important 
that Namibia signs an official request for 
extradition," he said.
Namibia will have more hurdles to jump 
along the way, given that Samherji is a 
company of "immense political influence in 
Iceland" and has demonstrated its brute force 
by launching relentless attacks even on the 
country's very central bank.
Even when the scandal was blown open, 
an Icelandic finance minister is on record 
stating that the problem was with the "weak 
and corrupt government of Namibia". 
However, Funndal this week watered down 

this remark as "astoundingly stupid", 
adding that it smacked of racism and a lack 

of understanding on the part of the minister.
"It is a signal of the culture of politics in 
Iceland when it comes to corruption. There 
is a feeling in this country that although 
corruption can, in some cases, wash to our 
shoals, it can never be homegrown. Quite 
frankly, this is a ridiculous comment," he 
added. 
In the meantime, the Icelandic publication 
has reported that Kos said he could hardly 
believe that the district prosecutor's office 
was underfunded in a prosperous country 
like Iceland.
"The government must find funding and 
provide the office with everything it needs 
to complete the case as soon as possible," he 
said. 
The Fishrot case is the biggest corruption 
scandal to rock the economic and political 
world of Namibia post-independence and 
has resulted in the prosecution of high-
profile business people, the implication of 
prominent lawyers and the resignation of 
two ministers. 

According to her, the so-called officer 
'Nyambee' forced Ndinoshili to tell him who 
the fugitives were who managed to escape 
before getting arrested. 
"How is my brother supposed to know 
who the two fugitives are if he is just a 
transporter, transporting them as customers," 
she stressed.
She narrated that her brother is just a driver 
who operates a transporting business for 
people who travel from town to town and is 
no criminal.
She added that her brother gave a lift to two 
men from Outjo to a farm near Outjo. 
Not long after Ndinoshili dropped the 
two fugitives about 10 kilometres from 
Kamanjab, she claims her brother received 
a call from the police in disguise, pretending 
to be one of the fugitives.

and accounted for 4.9 per cent, with DRC, 
Zimbabwe and Botswana taking the lead as 
the destinations.
Namibia's trade with Africa is mostly skewed 
to South Africa for basic needs import in 
exchange for supply (mostly) of live cattle 
and gold.
With Botswana, Namibia sends its diamonds 
there, and sometimes imports live cattle 
there. Zambia provides Namibia with mostly 
the same thing as the DRC.
Namibia's trade activities with the African 
region for April 2022, when compared to 
the previous month, decreased by a notable 
N$192 million, according to the country's 
trade statistics. 
The trade balance, however, picked up from 
a deficit of N$850 million recorded in the 
previous month to a worsened deficit of 
N$1.2 billion.
This was due to a decrease in exports by 
N$255 million while imports increased only 
by N$63 million as Namibia continues to 
offer less beyond live cattle, diamonds and 
gold to South Africa

Email: erastus@thevillager.com.na

Nghilengwa explained that Ndinoshili asked 
why they were calling him to pick them up 
if he had just dropped them off, where they 
directed him not long ago.
She added that when Ndinoshili arrived 
where he dropped the two men, he was 
surprised by what he found; the police.
"He then got arrested, as the police allegedly 
claimed that he should tell them the truth 
about his involvement in stealing solar 
panels that his two customers carried," she 
said.
"Ndinoshili was arrested in May 2022 and 
was supposed to attend his bail hearing 
application on 10 June 2022 but was refused 

a bail hearing."
Nghilengwa further said Ndinoshili's 
bail application had been postponed to 
September 2022 since the police said no 
magistrate was available.
"There was nothing found in my brother's 
car. The police brought the car, and it's 
parked here at home," said Nghilengwa.
She further claims that she was denied the 
chance to see him when she went to visit her 
brother. 
She added that the police insisted that she 
tells them who the fugitives were because 
she is related to Ndinoshili.
"He 'Nyambee' forced me to give him 

information, saying that I might know the 
two men," she explained.
Furthermore, she complained that one could 
not be kept in custody for no reason, adding 
that they have no evidence linking her 
brother to the alleged stolen solar panels.
"He threatened not to take my brother's 
docket to the magistrate if I don't give him 
information. He was even trying to propose 
to me," she expressed.
When The Villager reached out to the police's 
regional commander in the Kunene region, 
commissioner James Nderura for comment, 
he said he was not in the area. He also said 
he was unaware of this incident.



The Villager The Villager 3

Justice Ministry Wants 
Divorces Shifted to 
Magistrate Courts

Two Businessmen 
Attempt N$100 000 
Bribe on NamRA Official

n	 Ludorf Iyambo

The anti-corruption commission (ACC) has 
arrested two businessmen who tried to bribe 
an official from Namibia Revenue Agency 
(NamRA) after owing over N$8 million in 
taxes.
The pair who were arrested on Monday 
appeared in court on Wednesday.
ACC spokesperson Josephine Nghituwamata 
confirmed the arrest. 
Nghituwamata said the two people arrested 
are Kui Unai, the owners of ABC CC 
investments, a company based in Katima 
Mulilo. 
Unai was arrested with Rodney Simvula 
Siyengwa, who is also believed to be an ABC 
investment CC employee and the company's 
manager.
"It was found that ABC investment CC owes 
in tax an estimated amount of over N$8 
million, and based on that, the owner of ABC 
investment and his employee tried to bribe 
the official," she said.
She added that the arrest was made after the 
ACC received a tip-off that the two men were 
planning to bribe the official with N$ 100 
000. Based on that report, she said a sting 
operation was conducted in cooperation with 
NamRA. "The suspects were arrested trying 
to hand over the money to the official in 
Windhoek," Nghituwamata said.
Additionally, she said the ACC has gathered 
all the necessary information concerning 
this case.  Adding that, it is now in the 
court's power to pronounce itself either to 
give bail or not. "We got a tip-off from the 
whistleblower. However, the ACC still 
want to applaud the official from NamRA 
for whatever he did because this particular 
official put the national interest above his 
personal interest by real coming up and 
cooperating with the ACC," Nghituwamata 
stated.
She further urged all the government staff 
members, public and private sector, to put 
the public's interest at heart.
"Instead of their interest because most of 

these things are done for the officials to 
betray their positions. In the end, it is the 
government which loses a lot of money 
instead of paying what they owe to the 
government," she said.
In a statement realised by NamRA, the chief 
of strategic communications and support 
engagement at NamRA, Steven Yarukeekuro 
Ndorokaze, also reiterated that two men 
aged 51 and 33 were arrested in Windhoek 
following a bribe to a NamRA official.
According to him, after a tax liability of over 
N$8 million was raised against a taxpayer 
(51) who is a foreign national operating 
business in the north-eastern part of the 
country, he submitted forged invoices with 
the intention to reduce the amount due to 
NamRA fraudulently.
"NamRA launched an audit to determine the 
authenticity of the submitted invoices before 
adjusting the outstanding tax debt," said 
Ndorokaze. Ndorokaze said the taxpayer 
requested to see the NamRA officials while 
the investigation was ongoing.
"At which occasion an offer was made to the 
officials in exchange for reversing the tax 
debt," he said. 
He added that the cash, vehicle and 
everything used in the commission of the 
crime, including the cellular phones, were 
seized and, upon conviction, could be 
forfeited to the State.
"They will further be charged with 
fraud and forgery stemming from the 
misrepresentations and submission of 
fictitious invoices to NamRA," he adds.
Moreover, Yarukeekuro Ndorokaze said 
NamA would pursue further administrative 
and criminal proceedings.
In this vein, he said NamRA had enhanced 
its investigative capacity after approving its 
compliance and enforcement strategy earlier 
this year.
This, he says, focuses on detecting suspicious 
tax returns while consolidating joint 
operations with other enforcement agencies. 
"The move will further strengthen NamRA's 
position on zero tolerance to corruption, 
involving taxpayers and staff."

NATIONAL NEWS

n	 Eba Kandovazu

The justice ministry says it would like to 
decentralise divorce proceedings to the 
magistrate courts, as there are only two High 
Court Divisions in the country where divorce 
can be heard.
This was confirmed by the justice ministry's 
chief public relations officer Simon Idipo 
following consultation meetings with 
stakeholders in the legal fraternity on the 
Divorce amendment bill, which endorses 
the application of divorces to happen at 
Magistrate courts countrywide at a cheaper 
rate.
"The problem is that when people divorce, 
they are only allowed to do so in the High 
Court, and we only have two high court 
divisions in Namibia, namely the main 
division in Windhoek and Oshakati. This is 
problematic because the high court already 
deals with many other cases daily, consisting 
of criminal and civil streams," he told The 
Villager.
He further said this leads to divorce matter 
postponements and can drag on for years.
"This is an issue again because the more 
postponements are done, the more money 
people will keep paying lawyers. Why is 
it that people get married at the magistrate 
courts, but when they divorce, they go to 
the High Court? Almost every region has a 
magistrate court."
He said that he has received over 100 inputs 
on the proposed bill.
He stressed that it would be cheaper in 
the Magistrate court, adding that the fee 
currently stands at N$75 to get married at 
the Magsitrate courts, while it costs over N$ 
3000 to file for divorce in the high court.
"You end up spending about N$ 30000 or 
more just for divorce, which already is a 

The problem 
is that when 

people 
divorce, they 

are only 
allowed to 
do so in the 
High Court, 

and we only 
have two 
high court 
divisions in 
Namibia.

strenuous process, mentally. If we bring 
it to the Magistrate court, it would be 
cheaper. The population is also growing, and 
obviously, people need services. Increasing 
the number of High Courts is also an option, 
but in its absence, we can utilise the existing 
lower courts. The best way is to legalise 
or introduce laws allowing magistrates to 
adjudicate divorces," he said.
He also said the bill seeks to address the 
grounds of divorce, which he says are 
currently limited to a lack of affection 
between parties, a spouse moving out of 
a matrimonial home and adultery, among 
others.
According to him, the reality is that 
Namibians intend to divorce due to numerous 
issues, which are not accommodated 
currently. He also singled out gender-based 
violence, which he says is not grounds for 
divorce.
He says the bill also seeks to address the 
privacy of divorce hearings in courts. He 
says currently, the hearings are heard in 
open, public courts without confidentiality. 
"There, people air their dirty laundry, and 
anyone can just sit and listen. What do public 
members have to do with the marriage and 
divorce of two people? It makes absolutely 
no sense for people other than the two parties 
involved to sit in the court when the hearing 
is taking place. We want the law to make 
provision for privacy," Idipo remarked.
The bill states that the court may make an 
order that no person other than the party or 
parties and the legal practitioners acting on 
behalf of the party or parties, the required 
court officials and persons whose presence 
is necessary, be present at the proceedings 
referred to in paragraph.
It further states that it may make this 
ruling if the court is satisfied that there is a 

likelihood that harm may result to a child of 
the marriage or any other child connected to 
the proceedings.
The bill also restricts the publication of 
divorce proceedings in newspapers.
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NATIONAL NEWS

NAFAU To Organise National Shoprite 
Demonstration Following Supreme Court Defeat

Venaani Raises Concerns on New Draft Land Bill

n	 Ludorf Iyambo

The Namibia Food and Allied Workers 
Union (NAFAU) says they are considering 
a countrywide demonstration after suffering 
a heavy defeat in their Supreme Court case 
vs Shoprite.
The High Court last year ruled in favour 
of Shoprite's striking employees after the 
retailer decided to hire scab labour. However, 
Shoprite filed an appeal with the Supreme 
Court, requesting the High Court's decision 
to be set aside. The Supreme Court then 
delivered a judgement in Shoprite's favour in 
April. "We are considering calling a national 
demonstration regarding the Supreme Court 
decision. To our lawmakers, protect the rights 
of the Namibian workers that are taken away. 
Namibian workers, stand up against this 
extreme judgement to organise and mobilise 
fellow workers to join the upcoming national 
demonstration," said NAFAU's secretary-
general, Jacob Penda.
Penda described the judgement as a shocking 
outcome. He said the decision undermines 
the constitutional rights of all Namibian 
workers to strike effectively and takes away 
the protection found in sections 76 (3) (a & 
b) of the Labour Act No.11 of 2007.
"It is crucial to note that this judgement hurts 
any future legal strike in Namibia. We are 
sharing this with Shoprite employees and 
all workers across the country to express our 
strong opposition to this decision. We should 
not compromise our right to strike. Now is 

n	 Hertha Ekandjo

Popular Democratic Movement president 
McHenry Venaani says that giving away 
communal land to foreigners is not a solution 
but rather a disappointment to the black 
community.
He said that critical value should be given 
to those who are on communal land rather 
than letting foreigners do Namibian's work 
for them.
His words come after the land bill is 
scheduled to be tabled during the course of 
this year.
Venaani raised his concerns in a media 
release on Monday.
According to him, access must be given to 
the rural blacks, and "a farmer who is in a 
communal area should be given a loan to buy 
a tractor to plough and become commercial." 
"That is how you fight poverty, but if you 
are just bringing in foreign capital and these 
people are left there as labourers, they will 
never own anything, and their land is given 
away, they will be in poverty and fear," he 
told The Villager.
However, Venaani says that Namibia is not 
deriving value out of communal land due to 
the fact that it is not modernising agriculture. 
According to him, the leasehold must be 
agreed that when one is starting a certain 
type of farming, the community around that 
area should have a shareholding in that plan. 
He said it must be deliberate so that they are 
not left out.
"This is so that you do not deny people access 
to their property," said Venaani. Venaani 
added that profitability is determined by the 
excess capital anyone can make a profit.
"They are not even financing tractors in rural 
Kavango, things that we are supposed to 
do for farmers to do well when it comes to 
agriculture. If you are not giving that person 
a tractor, how will he be profitable if they are 
farming with donkeys and cows to plough 
with?" said Venaani.
He stated that the new draft Land Bill 
proses that the new draft land bill proposes 

the time to seek help and rescue workers 
urgently," stated Penda.
According to the NAFAU SG, workers are 
suffering at the hands of the laws, and he 
requested it to stop. He also called upon the 
labour, industrial relations and employment 
creation ministry to finalise the labour Act 
amendment soonest to include section 76. 
Section 76 states that "despite the provisions 
of any contract of employment or collective 
agreement, an employer must not require 
an employee who is not participating in 
a strike that is in compliance with this 
Chapter or whom the employer has not 
locked out to do the work of a striking or 
locked-out employee unless the work is 
necessary to prevent any danger to the life, 
personal safety or health of any individual." 
According to the Supreme Court Judgement, 
NAFAU lost a case on various grounds. One 
of those is that the appeal raises the questions 
concerning the rights of employers during a 
strike and the labour court's jurisdiction to 
grant urgent interim relief, whilst the review 
concerns whether there was an irregularity 
in proceedings which led to a finding of 
contempt of court.
The review proceedings also raise how 
petitions directed to the Chief Justice to 
invoke the court's review jurisdiction are to 
be brought. The judgement further stated 
that during the first half of 2020, Shoprite 
and the Union were engaged in annual wage 
negotiations regarding employee wages and 
conditions within the bargaining unit. These 

that foreign nationals with leaseholds for 
communal land may use it for collateral and 
securitisation.
"The problem is that the economic value of 
the country at this point in time is not in the 
hands of the majority of Namibians," he said.
He said the minute one opens the only asset 
that the blacks have access to, to foreigners, 
then blacks will be left with nothing.
Venaani said that value needs to be given 
to farmers, and if there is an idea of making 
progress on a particular land, one has to make 
shareholdings possible for rural farmers to 
get excess to that equity.
"The moment you exclude them, it will 
monopolise the whole system without 
assisting those already on the land. You will 
further deny them the right to own anything 
in their lifetime," said Venaani.
Moreover, he said there's nothing wrong with 
someone using a particular land for a certain 
period of 10 to 20 years, but if a bill is made 
that private sectors must take all good land, 
then blacks are being denied access to that.
Furthermore, PDM's leader explained that 
the government was doing exactly the 
same thing colonists did when they came 
to Namibia, turning communal land into 
commercial land and making it profitable, 
but they dispossessed those who had it.
"So what you are doing now is becoming a 
second dispossession if we are not careful," 
he told The Villager.
In the media release, Venaani stated that a 
recent article by the CBC refers to the Global 
land grab by saying, "internationally, some 
of the most heated debate around foreign 
ownership of the real estate in recent years 
has had to do not with urban or oceanfront 
properties but with farmland. 
The release read that the global land grab, as 
it's sometimes called, has seen governments 
and multinational agribusinesses from 
China, Saudi Arabia, India and elsewhere 
quietly buying up arable land across the 
African continent and in countries as far-
flung as Indonesia, Australia and Argentina.
Venaani further said that higher agricultural 

negotiations reached a deadlock, and the 
Union, on 26 June 2020, referred a dispute of 
interest to the labour commissioner in terms 
of 82 of the labour Act 11 of 2007, which 
is an appeal and a review of the decisions 
of the court quo originating from the same 
protracted labour dispute, which culminated 
in a strike. 
The judgement added that the Union argued 
that clause 8 precluded Shoprite from 
hiring 'scab' labour to perform the work of 
striking employees and that clause 9 meant 
that Shoprite could not require non-striking 
employees to complete the work of striking 
employees.
The Union contended that both forms of 
conduct fell foul of 76(3)(a). The Union 
argued that 76(3)(a) prohibited an employer 
from engaging employees to do the work of 
striking employees and banning managerial 
employees from doing such work. 
Shoprite's response was to point out that 
seasonal employees were employed 
annually as an established practice during 
the peak festive season up to the re-opening 
of schools in January.  The Union demanded 
an undertaking from Shoprite that additional 
seasonal employees would not be employed 
in contravention of clause 9 of the strike 
rules. This, they said, was not forthcoming 
from Shoprite.  This resulted in the Union 
approaching the labour court on an urgent 
basis to prevent Shoprite from contravening 
clause 9 and s 76(3)(a) on 23 December 
2020.

prices generally result in higher land prices 
because the expected returns to land increase 
when profits per unit of the land increase. 
Moreover, he stated that given that the food 
price crisis has increased competition for 
land and water resources for agriculture, it is 
not surprising that farmland prices have risen 
worldwide in recent years.
"Henceforth, the PDM rejects the notion 
of ownership of communal land by foreign 

nationals and instead impresses upon the 
Minister of Agriculture, Water and Land 
Reform, the Honourable Carl-Hermann 
Gustav Schlettwein, that given the changing 
global economic context, the agricultural 
sector clearly requires more investment 
and owed to the urgent need for greater 
development in rural areas and the financial 
inability of the government to provide the 
necessary infusion of capital, large-scale land 

acquisitions can be seen as an opportunity 
for increased investment in agriculture," the 
release read.
Venaani said PDM maintains the view that 
if the potential of Namibia's rural areas 
and communal farmland is developed and 
harnessed, the country could set off an 
agricultural revolution which would lead to 
significant increases in food production and 
job creation, and economic growth.
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Help us Fight Back Against the Attack 
on African Oil and Gas

Representing the voice of the African 
energy sector, the African Energy Chamber 
(AEC) has become an invaluable advocate 
for Africa's oil and gas industry at a time 
when global stakeholders are calling for the 
immediate end to fossil fuel utilisation.
With over 600 million without access to 
electricity and 900 million people without 
access to clean cooking solutions, the 
continent desperately needs its oil and gas 
reserves if it is to make energy poverty 
history by 2030. In this regard, the AEC has 
remained focused and committed, calling for 
a well-planned, strategic approach to Africa's 
energy transition, one which considers the 
needs of Africans today, tomorrow and for 
future generations.
The AEC consistently and continuously 
asks the big questions, such as how 
Africa's energy transition will be funded, 
why western nations continue to develop 
their hydrocarbons while asking Africa to 
transition to renewables, and what steps need 
to be taken to alleviate energy poverty once 
and for all?
In asking these questions and driving a real 
discussion about African energy, the AEC 

continues to be a voice for hundreds of 
millions of people across the continent who 
do not have access to electricity – Africans 
who will greatly benefit from oil and gas.
While Africa is only responsible for less 
than 2 per cent of global greenhouse gas 
emissions, the continent is still being asked 
to abandon its oil and gas in the name of 
climate change, thus, carrying the burdens of 
developed countries, ones which continue to 
develop oil and gas.
After COP26 in Glasgow, the UK announced 
a major oil and gas bid licensing round; the 
US opened federal lands for drilling; England 
is looking at re-opening its coal mines for the 
first time in 30 years; Germany is building 
new LNG terminals; and Norway has given 
out 52 oil licenses. The Chamber believes 
that Africans should have the right to explore 
oil and gas in the same these countries are.
Despite the ongoing work by the Chamber, 
going as far as launching the first-ever 
Africa-focused and Africa-held energy 
event in 2021 - African Energy Week – 
UK-based events company, Hyve Group, 
responsible for launching the Green Energy 
Africa Summit as well as Africa Oil Week's 

disastrous move to Dubai in 2021 citing 
Africa's inability to host a large-scale event, 
has filed a lawsuit to blackout the AEC.
The lawsuit is intended to silence both 
the AEC and Africa while preventing the 
development of the continent's oil and gas 
resources. 
"When they lose, they get desperate, and this 
is what this lawsuit is: a desperate attempt 
to silence Africa. They are employing their 
bullying tactics, threatening the AEC, an 
organisation which has only ever been 
committed to Africa's development. Their 
misrepresentations have cost us a lot of 
money, and yet we continue to push for the 
continent we love and the continent we are 
committed to. 
We will fight back like never before. We will 
not give in to intimidation and the ruthless 
attempts to keep us quiet," states NJ Ayuk, 
Executive Chairman of the AEC, adding, 
"The stakes are too high for Africans for us to 
let some 'woke' British company tell us to go 
green. They do not represent Africa, and any 
attempt to silence Africa by this UK-based 
company must be put to a stop."
They have lost key sponsors, speakers, 

partners and 70 per cent plus of African 
ministers and national oil company leaders, 
all of which have chosen to join the Chamber 
and support AEW.
African business, the oil industry and 
everyday people are with us because they 
know the work the Chamber does and its 
commitment to driving development in 
Africa. We have and continue to finance a 
lot of programs across Africa and pay taxes. 
Now that they are losing money by trying to 
tell Africa what to do and where to discuss 
African matters, they are coming after us.
If we have to oppose the Dubai move again, 
we will. If they go to Dubai again, we will 
oppose them. As Dr Martin Luther King Jr 
puts it, "It is part of the earth man walks on. 
It is not man. We must use time creatively, 
in the knowledge that the time is always ripe 
to do right".
The AEC proudly supports the East African 
Crude Oil Pipeline, Mozambique's right 
to develop its gas resources, Senegal and 
Mauritania's Greater Tortue Ahmeyim LNG 
project, as well as gas monetisation plans in 
Nigeria, Ghana, the Congo, Cameroon and 
Angola, among others. Africa needs it oil 

and gas, and this very narrative is what the 
Chamber will continue to promote.
The move by British-based Hyve Group 
CEO Mark Shashoua is not the first time 
African organisations or oil and gas projects 
and governments have been attacked by UK 
activists and groups. Friends of the Earth 
sued to block funding for the Mozambique 
LNG project; Extinction Rebellion harassed 
African executives during an energy 
conference in London in May 2022; and 
now their eyes are set on the AEC. We need 
to Fight back, and we cannot do it without 
your help.
To join the fight against Hyve Group, AOW 
and Green Energy Africa Summit focused 
on silencing an African organisation, we ask 
that you donate here. Your donation will not 
only help us win this case but continue the 
work we are proud of us in Africa, and for 
Africa Oil and Gas. The AEC will continue 
to dedicate itself, and its work towards 
making energy poverty history in Africa and 
your donation will go a long way in helping 
us make this a reality. 
Distributed by APO Group on behalf of 
African Energy Week (AEW).
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Want to run for office 
in Kenya? Here’s how
much it’ll cost you 

The Villager 6

Big Lips

M ost often, we fail not because we 
do not know what we need to do. 
We fail not because we are lazy. 
We fail not because there are no 

policies.
But most of the times, we fail because of our 
planning that does not factor in the future. Most of 
our policies, despite being fertile with ideas, seem 
not to be forward looking.
While the private sector’s work on alleviating 
the devastating effects of Covid-19 should be 
applauded, this could also be the time when the 
nation needs to look into the future.
We are all aware of how tricky and sly Covid-19 
could be, and that should be the reason why 
we need also need to foxy like the virus in our 
planning.
Maybe, we can start by making a wish-list of what 
the nation desperately needs at the moment. Of 
course, the issue of Covid-19 can be a desperate 
situation but honestly there are other situations too.
From the look of things, all our eyes on Covid-19, 
which is great but by so doing we miss other 
important stuff that matter to our everyday living. 
It also appears that we are putting all our resources 
on Covid-19, while other areas that need resources 
are currently unattended to.
Having a wish-list could go a long way in guiding 
us on how best we can deal with our challenges and 
what time as well as resources we should commit.
One thing that has happened and is still happening 
with Covid-19 is the lack of a centralised approach 
on how to manage resources. 
Come to think of it, one would have thought that 
creating some Covid-19 board to manage and 
allocate all the resources could have ensured that 
every region benefitted from whatever is there.
Such a board could have been separate from the 
existing government structures but work with the 
relevant ministries to minimise any red tape and 
duplication of roles.
What is likely to happen if Covid-19 slows down is 
that the country will be left with infrastructure they 
may not need in the future. 
Of course, one might argue that these are field 
hospitals, but the financial resources being 
committed now can trigger some headache.
The whole scenario should teach us that to 
overcome any situation, we need to plan and 
understand out next step. This ad hoc approach 
leaves us hanging and wanting.
For example, the situation in schools is dire right 
now and the numbers seem to be growing. The 
education ministry has no clue as to how they can 
deal with this. 
Most of the Covid-19 cases in schools are from the 
communities. This means that while it is a good 
thing for those helping the government to deal with 
Covid-19, someone should have thought of putting 
up field hostels at some schools too.
As it is, what is happening is that Covid-19 
is allowed to fester and ‘prosper’ within the 
communities with the hope that the hospitals will 
take care of the numbers.
Had there been a centralised approach to dealing 
with, not only Covid-19, but everything that 
affects us, most of the confusion could be lessened.
The good thing is that we can still do something 
about this. We have the resources, the skills and 
what we need is the will to implement this.

Diversified 
Thinking 
Could 

Save Us

n Dr Panduleni Itula

W e first met in 1974 at Augusteneum when he was in 
matric and a prefect in Form 1.
He was a marathon runner who collapsed after winning 
the Augusteneum Marathon in 1974 for his yellow team.

He went to South Africa to study in 1975 and return as a teacher at the 
then Katutura Secondary school now Shifidi.
It was in his two-room house in Gemengde 2 near AE Steenkamp Primary 
School, that we held SWAPO youth league (SYL) meetings.
It was at these two rooms that we were squashed whenever we give the 
would-be escapees their final orders before transporting them to Gobabis 
and the Botswana border en-route to Francis Town and Lusaka.
In these two rooms he shared with Charles Sihani and Crispian Matongo 
after the latter two were made persona non grata in the then Caprivi.
We were elected together at Mandume in June 1978 to the Windhoek 
Branch together with others such as Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia 
Nambinga and Christopher Haukongo as Chairperson.
It was at his two-room house that we the Youth departed in a bus to Town 
to hold a “Silent Demonstration" against the DTA on 3rd December 1978, 
were many youths including Ambassador extraordinaire Janet Isaacs 
were beaten and arrested.

March Hausiku
A lament to a 

struggle companion

At the beginning of 1979, we were both arrested on subsequent months 
under the Terorrosme Act, AG 26, for the so-called prevention of political 
violence and AG 9 terrorism.
We then shared the same prison cell in Gobabis' Cell 2 in 1979, together 
with Rev Tjirimuje, Rev Karuaera, Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia Tjizo, 
Esegiel /Uirab, Hans Boois, Ida Jimmy, Lucia Hamutenya, Melangton 
Kaukungwa, Steve Goliath and Jonathan Goliath, Axel Jackson 
Johannes, John Shaetonhodi, Israel Kalenga, Dr Ihuhwa, Augus Gaeb, 
Arthur Pickering, Trotsky, Henry Bonsaaier, Nangolo dha Mukwiilongo 
and Nangolo dha Jakob, Leonard Chaka and 86 other internal SWAPO 
Leaders from all over Namibia.
We were then transferred to Windhoek Central prison in November 1979 
and placed under Solitary Confinement most of the time and released 
under House Arrest in January 1980. He was rearranged several times 
in Osire. 
Some 37 years later, we were to start the SWAPO Party School together 
as Rector and Lecturer on legal and Constitutional governance.
Never have I felt a loss of a struggle companion as much when this 
potentially curable disease is allowed to engulf and rob our country from 
some of our best institutional memories.
Go well cell mate the battle is long to be won. 
(Prisoner No. AG 26- 82)

“

“

We then shared the same prison cell in Gobabis’ Cell 2 in 1979, together with 
Rev Tjirimuje, Rev Karuaera, Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia Tjizo, Esegiel /Uirab, 
Hans Boois, Ida Jimmy, Lucia Hamutenya, Melangton Kaukungwa, Steve Goliath 
and Jonathan Goliath, Axel Jackson Johannes, John Shaetonhodi, Israel Kalenga, 
Dr Ihuhwa, Augus Gaeb, Arthur Pickering, Trotsky, Henry Bonsaaier, Nangolo 

dha Mukwiilongo and Nangolo dha Jakob, Leonard Chaka and 86 other internal 
SWAPO Leaders from all over Namibia

Kenya’s constitution provides for election of the president 
and 47 governors to head the executive organs at national and 
county levels, respectively. Also to be elected are legislators: 
47 senators, 290 MPs and 1,450 members of county assemblies. 
There is fierce competition for these posts, not just between 
parties but between individuals within a party; and the more 
a candidate spends, the higher the chances of winning a seat. 
Karuti Kanyinga is a governance and development expert. We 
asked him how much it costs to run for office, and what the 
high cost signals for Kenya’s participatory democracy.
How much does it cost to win a legislative seat?
The Election Campaigns Financing Act recognises a number 
of campaign-related expenses that may arise, from party 
primaries to general elections. These include venue hiring, 
publicity material, advertising, campaign personnel and 
transportation. Candidates may also incur social costs, 
like contributing medical assistance and school fees to 
communities. 
Our study – based on discussions and interviews with key 
informants from across the country – estimates that a candidate 
will this year spend about 39 million Kenya shillings (roughly 
US$390,000) on average to win a senate seat in the 9 August 
polls. The amount does not include support that a candidate 
may get from the sponsoring political party. 
It took an average of US$350,000 to win a similar seat in 
the 2017. The 12.3% cost difference between 2017 and 2022 
is attributed to the increasing cost of living, and inflation in 
general. 
Kenya has 47 counties, implying successful senators will 
spend a total of 1.8 billion shillings (US$18 million) to win 
their seats.
To successfully run for the Woman Representative seat, an 
aspirant needs US$240,000 this year – 4.8% higher than the 
US$228,000 that a successful candidate spent five years ago. 
Kenya’s parliament has 47 such representatives, implying 
total spending in excess of US$11 million by the successful 
candidates.
An MP will require an average of US$222,000 to win in the 
August polls, up from $182,000 in 2017. The parliament 
has 290 elected MPs, implying a collective US$64.4 million 
(KSh6.4 billion) to fill the seats.
The least expensive political seat in Kenya is that of Member 
of County Assembly, at US$31,000 this year, or a total of 
US$45 million (KSh4.5bn) for the 1,450 electable seats. 
Candidates interviewed for this study said voters generally 
viewed them as moneybags every time they organised 
meetings in their constituencies. The demands for money 
increased in tandem with approaching elections.
For Ghana, which returned to multiparty elections in 1992 – 
the same year as Kenya – the cost of election increased by 59% 
between 2012 and 2016. But the US$85,000 that a candidate 
required to win a parliamentary seat in the 2016 general 
election was only 46.7% of what a Kenyan counterpart would 
spend a year later, in 2017, to clinch a similar seat.
Within East Africa, a 2020 study in Uganda found that 
candidates spent between US$43,000 and US$143,000 to be 
elected to parliament in the 2016 general election. 
What drives these costs?
The first driver is the allure of elective office. Kenya pays 
an MP a monthly package of at least US$10,000 – including 
basic allowances. Over 36% of Kenya’s population live below 
the poverty line, earning less than US$1.9 per day or US$57 
monthly.
The second driver is patronage and connections, that have 
also been linked to theft of public resources. Upon winning 

election, a patron-client network chain ensues that connects 
the politician to higher levels of the state and senior 
politicians to the grassroots. This enables the politician to 
draw development resources and also provides an opportunity 
for self-enrichment through contracts with public institutions. 
Third, pressure from voters demanding handouts also drives 
up the cost of politics in Kenya. In many of the interviews, 
respondents pointed out that voters openly demand money 
from candidates before agreeing to attend their meetings. 
Voters demand payment because some of those elected rarely 
engage with voters after elections. 
The fourth driver of cost has to do with wrong perceptions of 
roles. In the past, voters judged elected leaders on the basis of 
the development projects initiated or number of people helped 
to access government jobs. The current constitution casts the 
roles of elected leaders as oversight of the executive; making 
laws; and representation of the people. But voters still demand 
the “development record” of aspiring MPs. To prove their 
worth, the aspirant is compelled to contribute to projects and 
assistance funds. 
Fifth, some candidates are willing to outspend others during 
the primaries of dominant parties or coalitions in order to 
secure a ticket. Getting a ticket of dominant party reduces the 
chances of losing the election.
Lastly, there is limited oversight of election financing. The 
Election Campaign Financing Act restricts the sources of 
campaign funds but doesn’t place caps on them. Last year, 
MPs rejected an attempt by the Independent Electoral and 
Boundaries Commission to change the law and introduce 
spending caps.
What’s the impact of high costs?
Capable candidates who lack access to sizeable resources 
get excluded from politics. Our study shows Woman 
Representative candidates who won their race spent almost 
three times as much as those who were unsuccessful. Similarly, 
victorious senators spent more than double what losers spent. 
In the race for National Assembly, successful candidates spent 
50% more than those who did not win.
High costs have also led to a non-functioning representative 
democracy. Political seats mostly go to those who lead in 
contributions to development projects, donations to groups, 
and raising funds for individuals in need. The transactional 
nature of politics reduces opportunities for debate and 
dialogue between elected officials and their constituents.
Once the heavy spenders win elections, they turn to the 
executive and to the public sector institutions for contracts 
and rent-seeking opportunities. The use of an electoral seat 
as a source of patronage in the constituency is linked to 
national level patronage networks, which in turn is the basis 
for corruption in the public sector. These networks help to 
entrench abuse of office, especially because political actors 
have to continue amassing resources for their support bases. 
High costs also lead politicians to neglect their functions. 
Re-election bids begin almost immediately after elections as 
leaders, without seeking opinions of their constituents, initiate 
“development projects” aimed at boosting their visibility at 
campaign time.
A final impact of money politics is that elected officials do not 
always provide effective oversight of the use of resources by 
the executive at the national and county level. This would be 
an exercise in futility, given that some intend to access those 
resources for personal or political gain.
Karuti Kanyinga 
Research Professor, Institute for Development Studies (IDS), 
University of Nairobi 

Under These 
Circumstances, We 

Need Strong Prayers to 
Remain Calm

We all need to pray and pray hard so that we will 
all be alive by 2040 when Namibia starts blooming. 
Remember what Vice President Nagngolo Mbumba 
told us? Live long and inherit a country more 
prosperous than it is now. President Hage Geingob 
also said although oil will develop Namibia, it will 
take a long time.
This week, Jennifer Comalie, the chairperson of 
the National Petroleum Corporation of Namibia 
(Namcor) 's board chairperson, said the oil and gas 
discoveries in the country could double Namibia's 
GDP by 2040.
In 2021, Namibia had 67 000 unemployed graduates. 
The Popular Democratic Movement's member of 
parliament, Inna Hengari, said the youth labour force 
was 576 000 of which 265 770 are unemployed.
Inna Hengari said that of the 265 770 unemployed 
youth, 229 259 have a Junior Secondary Certificate, 
or Grade 10, while those with higher qualifications 
accounted for 93 998.
Of the 2,413,643 Namibians, 881 676 were under 15 
years in 2018, while 1 531 967 were 15. Those who 
were 15 years old in 2018 are now 20 years. This 
means that they will be on the job market in three 
or four years.
Currently, the youth unemployment rate is above 50 
per cent. The 2018 National Labour Force Survey 
put the youth unemployment rate at 46 per cent. In 
2016, the National Labout Survey stated that the 
youth unemployment rate was 43 per cent.
According to the Namibia Statistics Agency (NSA), 
Namibia's overall unemployment was 34 per cent in 
2016 and went down to 33.4 per cent in 2018.
A report compiled by Oxford Poverty and Human 
Development Initiative and published in 2021 says 
more than 43.3 per cent of Namibia's population live 
in multidimensional poverty. 
According to the report, the average intensity poverty 
rate is 44 per cent. The report further says that the 
youngest children in Namibia are the poorest, with 
the highest incidence of poverty reported among 
children aged 1–4 years (56 per cent), followed by 
5–9 years (50 per cent) and 10–14 years (48 per 
cent).
The 2015 World Bank Wealth Inequality Index 
says Namibia's Gini coefficient was 59.1 per cent. 
This put Namibia at number two on the top ten list, 
second to South Africa.
The Gini coefficient measures the levels of 
inequality and poverty in a country. The Gini index 
< 0.2 represents perfect income equality, 0.2–0.3 
relative equality, 0.3–0.4 adequate equality, 0.4–0.5 
big income gap, and above 0.5 means severe income 
gap. 
A report compiled by the Business Rescue Task 
Force appointed by President Hage Geingob 
said that the growth of previously disadvantaged 
Namibians is still at a vulnerable stage. 
The 11-member task force noted that the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic had been particularly 
damaging to the poor when the poverty rate hit 
an all-time low in 2019 due to recurring drought, 
falling commodity prices and curtailed government 
spending. 
The task force concluded that, as a result, income 
inequality continues on an upward trend. Therefore, 
it is most likely that Namibia will have to look 
after more than the current 770 000 Namibians who 
depend on the monthly social grants.
Considering all this, those who are supposed to 
provide immediate solutions are here telling the 
people about waiting for ten more years. With this 
poverty, high-stress levels and hunger, how many 
people will still be alive in 2040 when the oil pushes 
Namibia's gross domestic product up?
I sometimes think that if the leaders have nothing 
to say, it is better to keep quiet instead of saying 
such discouraging stuff. The graduates walking the 
streets today have no patience to wait for 2040. They 
also have no patience to wait until the economy fixes 
itself.
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HEALTH

n	 Datshiane Navanayagam 
 & Emma Forde

Heather Lawrence was shocked at the state 
she found her 90-year-old mother, Violet, 
in when she visited her in hospital.
"The bed was soaked in urine. The 
continence pad between her legs was 
also soaked in urine, the door wide open, 
no underwear on. It was a mixed ward as 
well," Heather says.
"I mean there were other people in there 
that could have been walking up and 
down seeing her, with the door wide open 
as well. My mum, she was a very proud 
woman, she wouldn't have been wanted to 
be seen like that at all."
Violet, who had dementia, was taken 
Tameside Hospital's Stamford Unit in 
Greater Manchester , in May 2021, after 
a fall. It was there her health deteriorated 
as she developed an inflamed groin with a 
nasty rash stretching to her stomach - due 
to prolonged exposure to urine. She died a 
few weeks later. 
Heather tells BBC News: "I don't really 
know how to put it into words about the 
dignity of care. I just feel like she wasn't 
allowed to be given that dignity. And 
that's with a lot of dementia patients. I 
think they just fade away and appear to be 
insignificant, when they're not." 
Tameside and Glossop Integrated Care 
NHS Foundation Trust has not resolved 
Heather's concerns but officials have 
offered to meet her.
New research, shown exclusively to BBC 
Radio 4's File on 4 programme, has found 
other dementia patients have had to endure 
similar indignity. 
Dr Katie Featherstone, from the Geller 
Institute of Ageing and Memory, at the 
University of West London, observed the 

Dementia patients not allowed to use toilet

continence care of dementia patients in 
three hospitals in England and Wales over 
the course a year for a study funded by 
the National Institute for Health and Care 
Research.
She found patients who were not helped to 
go to the toilet and instead left to wet and 
soil themselves.
"We identified what we call pad cultures 
- the everyday use of continence pads 
in the care of all people with dementia, 
regardless of their continence but also 
regardless of their independence, as a 
standard practice," Dr Featherstone says.
She found some good practice - but time 
pressures and too few staff meant many felt 
compelled to use pads as a "workaround". 
When Bessie, 86, was taken into Rotherham 
General Hospital, in 2019, after falling 
at home, she had been continent. Despite 
this, her daughters Janine Ward and Susan 
Nurden say, staff were not responsive when 
Bessie asked to go to the toilet. Unknown 
to her daughters, the hospital had also 
placed her in continence pads.
"There was no way that my mum would 
soil herself," Janine says. "She knew 
what she was doing. She would make a 
fuss she wanted to go to the toilet - and if 
you don't respond in time, she's going to 
get distressed and she's going to shout for 
someone to come."
Bessie should have been referred to the 
Rotherham NHS Foundation Trust's 
continence team but never was.
Janine and Susan felt their mother's 
continence and frail mobility put her at 
risk of another fall at home. They wanted 
her moved to a care home near them - but 
the hospital and social services disagreed. 
They said Bessie was incontinent and put 
in place a care plan to discharge her home 
with additional carers, commodes and 

continence pads (although, those never 
materialised.)
On Bessie's first night back, Janine was 
with her when the carers arrived with the 
commode for the living room.
Janine says: "They sat her on it. The lounge 
curtains were still open, a big full picture 
window. I can't explain how I felt. 
"I said, 'You have just put my mum on that 
commode with the curtains wide open, 
why didn't you close them up?' at which 
point they closed them. I would have 
thought that closing the curtains would 
have showed some respect for dignity, 
wouldn't you?"
Contacted by BBC News, the trust and 
Rotherham council offered an apology to 
Bessie's family and said patient care had 
subsequently been improved.
'Become institutionalised'
Dr Featherstone says people with dementia 
often forget how to go to the toilet once 
they have been made to use pads.
"We do know that a lot of people living with 
dementia who go into hospital continent, 
leave the hospital with incontinence," she 
says. "So just wearing a pad and those 
practices surrounding it can mean that 
people start to lose their continence. 
"And that can have real implications for 
people later on. It might be difficult for 
families to care for somebody if they 
have to care for incontinence as well. 
And it might mean that people become 
institutionalised."
Prof June Andrews, who has worked in 
dementia care for over 30 years, says 
rigorous continence assessments are 
essential to prevent assumptions being 
made.
"I certainly see paperwork where someone 
has asked the question perhaps of the 
relatives as to whether or not the patient 
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is continent. And that's the entire extent of 
the assessment that has taken place," she 
says.
"It's absolutely vital for families to know 
that they should ask whether or not a 
continence assessment has taken place 
and who has done it. It's the kind of thing 
that will get missed if nobody's asking 
questions about it."
Dementia UK's Director of Research and 
Publication Dr Karen Harrison Dening, 

who co-authored the report, said: "People, 
whatever their underlying conditions and 
whatever age, do not go into hospital 
expecting to become incontinent. 
"Staff not only require targeted education 
on the specific ways they can promote 
an individual's independence but health 
care organisations should be mandated 
and responsible for maintaining an older 
person's autonomy."
-BBC
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BUSINESS
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Australia's energy market 
operator says it will lift its 
suspension of the country's 
main wholesale electricity 
market as its power crisis 

eases.
The restrictions will be temporarily lifted 
on Thursday before a final decision is 
made.
In an unprecedented move last week 
it suspended trading on the platform 
following a surge in prices.
Officials also urged people in the state of 
New South Wales to conserve power over 
concerns about shortages.
The state - which has a population of 
around 8 million - includes the country's 
biggest city Sydney.
In a statement on Wednesday, the Australian 
Energy Market Operator (Aemo) said it 
had "seen a clear improvement in market 
conditions" and that it would resume 
trading from 04:00 in Sydney on Thursday 
(19:00 BST Wednesday).
It added that it would monitor the market 
for at least 24 hours before making a 
decision to formally lift the suspension.
"We have seen nearly 4,000 megawatts of 
generation return to service since this time 
last week, and that means the risk of any 
shortfall has reduced markedly," Aemo 
chief executive Daniel Westerman said in 
a televised media conference.
Australia is one of the world's biggest 
exporters of coal and liquefied natural gas 
but it has been struggling with a power 
crisis since last month.

Australia to lift electricity 
market suspension as prices ease

Three quarters of its electricity is still 
generated using coal, and it has long been 
accused of not doing enough to cut its 
emissions by investing in renewables.
In recent weeks, the country has felt the 
impact of disruptions to coal supplies, 
outages at several coal-fired power plants 
and soaring global energy prices.
Meanwhile, the demand for energy has 
jumped amid a cold snap and as Australia's 
economy opens up after Covid-19 
restrictions were eased.
All of this helped drive up electricity 
prices on the wholesale market to above 
the A$300 (£170; $208) per megawatt 
hour price cap set by Aemo.
However, that cap was below the cost of 
production for several generators, who 
decided to withhold capacity.
Last Wednesday, Aemo took the 
unprecedented step of suspending the 
market and said it would set prices 
directly and compensate generators for the 
shortfall.
It also asked consumers in New South 
Wales to "temporarily reduce their energy 
usage".
At the time Mr Westerman said Aemo had 
"put the security of the grid, and keeping 
the lights on above everything else".
"We asked generators to bid their plant 
back into the system - and that is happening 
more - giving us greater visibility of 
generation in real time," he added.
-BBC
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BUSINESS

n	 Lian Gibson

China will host the 14th BRICS Summit on 
Thursday in what analysts see as a chance 
for Beijing to promote its governance and 
development model at a time of global 
instability.
Chinese President Xi Jinping will join 
with the leaders of Brazil, India, Russia 
and South Africa via video link to discuss 
issues of mutual concern as part of the 
summit themed around ushering in a “new 
era” for global development.
Ahead of the summit in Beijing, Chinese 
state media have praised the BRICS – an 
acronym for the five emerging economies 
that together account for about one-quarter 
of the global economy – for boosting 
“multilateral cooperation with non-
Western styles, forms and principles,” and 
stressed the importance of the bloc at a 
time when “the US (is) pulling its Western 
allies to ‘rebel’ against globalisation”.
In May, Xi called on the group to 
“reject Cold War mentality and bloc 
confrontation, and work together to build 
a global community of security for all”.
Despite their substantial differences, the 
leaders of the five countries maintain a 
certain distance from the United States-led 
liberal order.
None of the leaders of Brazil, China, 

India, or South Africa openly condemned 
Russian President Vladimir Putin for his 
country’s invasion of Ukraine earlier in the 
year.
Set against a complex geopolitical 
backdrop that includes war in Europe and 
growing economic decoupling between 
China and the US, the 2022 summit 
provides Beijing with a timely platform 
to promote its vision for how international 
relations should be conducted, according 
to analysts.
“BRICS is a kind of diplomatic 
counteroffensive by China to both the 
revival of NATO and the increase in Indo-
Pacific mechanisms that are designed 
to keep its power in check,” Huang 
Yanzhong, a senior fellow for global health 
at the Council on Foreign Relations, told 
Al Jazeera.
“Beijing is feeling increasingly isolated 
right now, as tensions with the US and 
its allies continue as a result of its tacit 
support for Russia’s invasion.”
Phar Kim Beng, former director of the 
Political-Security Community at ASEAN’s 
secretariat in Jakarta, said Beijing would 
use the summit to “highlight and criticise 
the ubiquitous nature of American 
sanctions that are imposed on thousands of 
individuals and entities around the world”.
“This is particularly relevant at a forum 

At BRICS summit, China sets 
stage to tout its governance model

focused on the Global South,” Phar Kim 
Beng told Al Jazeera. “Through BRICS, 
China continues to draw on its legacy 
of ‘always siding with the third world,’ 
as Deng Xiaoping famously said. So I 
expect they’ll use this as another chance to 
critique American economic sanctions and 
to try to say ‘stop it’.” 
Other than criticising the US, China is also 
expected to highlight its own role in the 
global economy.
This year’s agenda covers a range of 
topics, but particular emphasis will be 
given to renewing multilateralism for 
global economic recovery, deepening 
coordination on climate action, and 
strengthening coordination on pandemics 
and public health.
“In terms of the issue area that’s most 
important for Beijing right now, I think 
it is about global economic recovery, and 
keeping markets open,” Stephen Nagy, an 
Indo-Pacific specialist and senior fellow 
at the MacDonald-Laurier Institute in 
Ottawa, Canada, told Al Jazeera.
“China’s economy depends on international 
trade for its prosperity. What we’re seeing 
is states consciously diversify their supply 
chains away from China and form new 
standards-setting agreements such as 
the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, 
or proactively create coalitions that are 

trading with each other to ensure safe and 
reliable flows of energy-critical material, 
minerals, as well as rare earth materials,” 
Nagy said, referring to US President Joe 
Biden’s signature economic initiative 
unveiled last month in Tokyo.
“Beijing wants to stop this and I think 
any kind of momentum toward reversing 
China’s isolation from the global economy 
is a net plus from their point of view,” 
Nagy added.
Huang said he expects economic recovery 
to be the top issue, with public health 
coming a close second.
“China is being left out of some of the 
Biden administration’s initiatives on 
pandemic readiness, so I think vaccine 
diplomacy will also be key since other 
BRICS countries like Russia and India 
have strong vaccine development 
capacity,” he said.
BRICS expansion China proposed 
expanding the BRICS grouping during 
a meeting of the bloc’s foreign ministers 
in May. Though the suggestion was 
welcomed by other member countries, 
there have been no official announcements 
of who the new members might be.
“We can get a sense of which countries 
might be invited by looking at their 
position on Ukraine and their voting 
behaviour regarding the conflict at the 

United Nations,” Huang said. “Those 
developing countries who abstained or 
supported Russia may be recruited to join.”
Yet China may have its work cut out for 
it to make BRICS an attractive option as 
rivals compete with it for influence over 
emerging economies, according to some 
analysts.
“Much of what China is promoting through 
BRICS is attractive to emerging countries, 
but the challenge for Beijing is there is a 
growing number of alternatives for them … 
whether it is the free and open Indo-Pacific 
Vision with emphasis on infrastructure 
connectivity, standard setting, healthy 
infrastructure, tools for good governance, 
or alternative financing, as well as Japan-
led and EU-led infrastructure connectivity 
projects,” Nagy said.
“There are a lot of different projects 
and initiatives that can allow emerging 
countries to drive development and make 
them less reliant on the Chinese,” he 
added.
“This competition could push China to be 
more transparent and more rules-based 
about its agreements along the BRI [Belt 
and Road Initiative] and through the 
ADB [Asian Development Bank], which 
I think will be important in diluting their 
geopolitical influence from the outside.”
-Al Jazeera
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How Russia has outflanked Ukraine in Africa
AFRICA

Egypt arrests suspect in student killing
Egypt’s public prosecutor has 

ordered the detention of the 
main suspect in the killing of a 
female student in the northern 
city of Mansoura in a case that 

has sent shockwaves across the country 
and reignited a debate on gender violence.
Nayera Ashraf was brutally beaten 
and stabbed on Monday in front of 
the University of Al Mansura in broad 
daylight by a man witnesses said was a 
fellow student, according to local media 
reports. Ashraf was stabbed several times, 
including on her neck and chest, according 
to a preliminary analysis.

Footage of the incident shows the assailant 
was restrained by bystanders and arrested 
by the police, local media reported.
The suspect, named as Mohamed Adel, will 
be detained for four days, the prosecutor’s 
office said in a statement on Tuesday, 
while an investigation is under way. The 
statement said that Adel, who is accused 
of premeditated murder, had confessed to 
the killing pointing to disputes between 
the two and her refusal of his marriage 
proposal.
After conducting interviews with about 
20 people, including the victim’s family, 
Egyptian judicial authorities said that the 
suspect had repeatedly tried to approach 
the victim after she had rejected his offer 
of marriage. The family had also requested 
a restraining order against him more than 
two months ago, the prosecutor’s office 

said.
Security camera footage and the accounts 
of some 13 witnesses of the murder, which 
took place in broad daylight, were used to 
confirm the identity of the suspect. The 
prosecutor ordered an examination to be 
conducted to determine the exact cause of 
the death.
The incident triggered an uproar on social 
media in Egypt.
Nehad Abo el-Komsan, a lawyer and rights 
advocate, stressed the need to take gender 
violence more seriously.
“A long as we do not take the complaints 
of young women seriously, and as long 
as we say that those fighting for women’s 
rights are ‘emboldening girls and causing 
trouble’, this will be the result,” el-Komsan 
said on Instagram.
Youtuber Khalid Gas wrote on Twitter, “I 
cannot process what happened nor imagine 
the reasons or justifications because no 
reason whatsoever makes somebody 
commit such a crime except being ill, all 
that comes into my mind is her family 
and how they received the news and their 
reaction.”
The Observatory of Crimes of Violence 
against Women in Egypt recorded more 
than 800 cases against women last year, 
nearly double compared with the previous 
year. The actual number of incidents is 
likely to be much higher, the report said, 
as women tend to not report to the police. 
-Al Jazeera
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AFRICA

n	 Paul Melly

Addresses to summits and national 
parliaments around the world by Ukraine's 
President Volodymyr Zelensky have 
become a staple of the diplomatic calendar 
over the last few months. 
But when he spoke to the African Union 
(AU) on Monday only four heads of state 
from the continent listened in, with the 
others represented by subordinates or 
officials. 
The disappointing turnout was 
symptomatic of the unequal struggle that 
Kyiv faces in getting across its message 
in a continent of 54 countries where it has 
just 10 embassies - only a quarter of the 
Russian presence. 
So, in trying to shift African perspectives 
on Russian President Vladimir Putin's 
invasion, Mr Zelensky cannot deploy 
political or security clout comparable with 
Moscow's. 
Ukraine is not a global military power and 
it is not a permanent member of the UN 
Security Council, unlike Russia. 
As a result, many African leaders have 
concluded that they simply cannot afford 
to emulate direct Western confrontation 
with Moscow.
That is particularly the case now that the 
blockage of grain export shipments from 
Ukraine is contributing to an already 

How Russia has outflanked Ukraine in Africa

serious food crisis, driving up the price of 
imports and jeopardising the flow of wheat, 
other cereals and cooking oil to African 
countries that are not self-sufficient.
Early this month Senegal's President 
Macky Sall, the current head of the AU, 
flew to the Russian Black Sea resort of 
Sochi to discuss with Mr Putin how to 
free up the obstacles that are curbing 
desperately needed food exports from both 
Russia and Ukraine. 
And last week South Africa's President 
Cyril Ramaphosa called Mr Putin to 
discuss deliveries of Russian agricultural 
products and fertiliser to Africa.
The talks produced some modest progress 
though not a decisive breakthrough.
Meanwhile, there are some hints that the 
invasion of Ukraine may be putting strains 
on Russian military engagement in Africa, 
with unconfirmed rumours of some troops 
from the mercenary group Wagner being 
called back from Central African Republic 
(CAR).
That would hardly be a surprise, given the 
demands of the intense military campaign 
in the crucial Donbas region.
However, there is no sign of a reduction in 
Wagner's presence in Mali - where its men 
have frequently been seen on operations 
alongside national forces.
Dramatic new international context
Moreover, official Russian security and 

military deals in Africa are actually being 
reinforced.
Cameroon has become the latest target of 
this charm offensive.
Cameroon's Defence Minister Joseph Beti 
Assomo was in Moscow last month to join 
his Russian counterpart Sergei Shoigu in 
signing a five-year military cooperation 
agreement.
This embraces intelligence, training and 
sharing expertise in tackling terrorism 
and maritime piracy. Joint exercises are 
planned.
The document makes no mention of arms 
shipments but hints suggestively that 
additional forms of collaboration could yet 
be agreed.
In fact, a 2015 deal had already provided 
for Russian deliveries of artillery and 
logistical and air support - useful for the 
campaign against jihadists in Cameroon's 
Far North region. Although this new 
agreement is less specific, it appears to be 
stirring concern in Western capitals.
Within weeks the French foreign ministry's 
Africa director, Christophe Bigot, had 
flown to Yaoundé, seemingly to reassure 
Cameroon's Prime Minister Joseph Dion 
Ngute that Paris too remains committed 
to economic, cultural and anti-terrorist 
cooperation.
The accord with Cameroon was signed 
against the dramatic new international 

context - the full-scale Russian invasion of 
Ukraine.
Western leaders now regard Russia as a 
major security threat, challenging the very 
foundations of democracy and the rules-
based international system.
However, some African governments 
are reluctant to buy into this negative 
perception of the Putin regime. And that 
applies not only to those such as Mali and 
CAR. 
Anti-West feelings run high
Some long-standing African partners of 
the West have also held back from outright 
criticism of Mr Putin's actions.
Senegal, for example, opted not to support 
the 2 March UN General Assembly motion 
calling on Russia to stop using force 
against Ukraine.
Cameroon adopted a similarly equivocal 
stance - its ambassador to the UN 
judiciously flying home in early March so 
that he missed the crucial vote. 
And then on 7 April the country also 
abstained when the General Assembly 
voted to suspend Russia from the UN 
Human Rights Council.
Domestic public opinion plays a part in 
such stances. Lining up with France, the 
US and the UK is not always the most 
popular stance on the continent and the 
Cameroonian government, like a number 
of its peers, appears to have concluded 

that it had to take account of such popular 
feelings.
However, Cameroon is going much further, 
taking the proactive decision to sign the 
new military cooperation agreement with 
Russia even as Russian forces continued to 
bombard Ukrainian cities.
This distinctive stance is probably 
explained by the domestic situation in 
Cameroon.
The French-speaking President Paul 
Biya is facing security challenges on two 
fronts - while his government combats 
the Nigeria-based Boko Haram and 
the Islamic State West Africa Province 
(Iswap) in the Far North region, it is also 
engaged in a lengthy struggle to suppress 
the separatist rebellion in the country's two 
English-speaking regions, South-West and 
North-West.
Besides Russia, Cameroon also has 
military cooperation agreements with 
France, China, Brazil and Turkey - and it 
used to also have an accord with the US.
Wagner accused of torture and killings
Yet Western partners are concerned about 
human rights and governance issues and 
their assistance has come with conditions. 
Indeed, concerns over the situation in 
Cameroon's English-speaking regions 
recently led the US to suspend its military 
support. With the Americans holding back, 
some Cameroonian analysts fear that the 
government may now have decided to seek 
alternative support from a partner with 
fewer scruples about uncompromising 
military tactics, at the cost of human rights 
accountability.
Moscow's track record elsewhere in Africa 
suggests that it is comfortable in backing a 
hardline approach.
In CAR, Wagner has been training the army 
since 2018 and its men helped government 
forces repulse a rebel assault on the capital 
Bangui in early 2021. 
But UN experts have accused Wagner of 
committing serious human rights abuses 
against civilians; its fighters were recently 
alleged to have killed civilian villagers 
near Bria, the centre of the diamond-
mining industry.
Wagner also operates alongside the 
national army in central Mali where, 
Human Rights Watch and local people 
have alleged, these two allied forces have 
tortured and killed villagers. 
Malian government forces and the Russian 
mercenaries are alleged to have killed 
more than 300 people in Moura in March.
It is hard to see Cameroon's government 
going so far as to hire the controversial 
mercenary contractor. It seems much 
more likely to stick with the conventional 
government-to-government ties envisaged 
in last month's Moscow agreement.
But the new partnership with Russia 
could certainly signal a renewed military 
assertiveness as the government tries to 
suppress residual separatist rebel activity 
in English-speaking regions and the 
militant Islamist presence in the Far North 
region.
-BBC
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TECHNOLOGY

Could nuclear desalination plants 
beat water scarcity?

n	 Chris Baraniuk

There are communities on every continent 
running short of water, according to the 
United Nations. 
Unfortunately, although our planet is 
swathed by oceans and seas, only a tiny 
fraction of Earth's water - about 2.5% - is 
fresh, and demand for drinking water is 
projected to exceed supply by trillions of 
cubic metres by 2030.
Desalination plants, which remove the salt 
from seawater, could help supply the fresh 
water needed.
However, these plants are considered 
among the most expensive ways of 
creating drinking water- as they pump 
large volumes across membranes at high 
pressure, which is an extremely energy 
intensive process.
One radical solution could be using 
floating vessels equipped with desalination 
systems. 
Powered by nuclear reactors, these vessels 
could travel to islands, or coastlines, struck 
by drought, bringing with them both clean 
drinking water and power.
"You could have them moving around on 
an intermittent basis, filling up tanks," 
says Mikal Bøe, chief executive of Core 

Power, which has come up with design for 
this type of desalination plant. 
It may sound far-fetched but the US Navy 
has provided desalination services during 
disasters in the past, with the help of its 
nuclear-powered ships, while Russia 
already has a floating nuclear power 
station designed to potentially power 
desalination facilities.
There are already around 20,000 
desalination plants worldwide, almost 
all of which are onshore. The majority 
are located in Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Kuwait, with others 
in countries including the UK, China, the 
US, Brazil, South Africa and Australia, to 
name a few. 
But some engineers say it could be cheaper 
to position this desalination technology 
offshore, where the seawater can be more 
easily pumped aboard.
For decades, engineers have dreamed 
of building floating, nuclear powered 
desalination systems.
Core Power want to use a vessel very 
much like a small container ship, but stack 
containers on board filled with desalination 
technology. The nuclear reactor would 
then lie at the heart of this vessel providing 
the huge amount of power needed. 

The firm's floating nuclear desalination 
vessels could have varying levels of power 
output, from five megawatts, up to around 
70, Mr Bøe adds. At five megawatts of 
nuclear power, it could pump out 35,000 
cubic metres - or 14 Olympic swimming 
pools' worth - of freshwater every day. 
To take the salt out of saltwater, desalination 
technology pushes treated seawater across 
a semi-permeable membrane at pressure. 
Osmosis, the movement of molecules in 
liquid across such membranes, removes 
the minerals, leaving freshwater and a 
separate, particularly salty water called 
brine.
There are different versions of this 
technology and it has become increasingly 
more efficient over the years. But floating 
desalination systems remain relatively 
rare.
Saudi Arabia, however, has just taken 
delivery of the first of three desalination 
barges, the largest ever built. So, can 
floating desalination plants take-off?
Oisann Engineering, which has developed 
a system called Waterfountain, hopes so.
The company has various designs, from 
large ships to small buoys, but they all 
work on the same principle, explains chief 
administrative officer, Kyle Hopkins.

However, the big difference is that instead 
of using nuclear power, they would all 
use what's called subsea desalination, a 
decades-old technology. 
"[The technology] was never 
commercialised because you still need 
subsea pumps to facilitate taking the water 
to the surface," says Mr Hopkins. "We 
removed the pump."
He declines to elaborate as to how 
this works, beyond saying that the 
Waterfountain system as a whole takes 
advantage of the higher pressure on the 
seafloor to move water around, without 
incurring high energy costs.
He also mentions that the pipeline from 
the vessel to shore, where the freshwater 
must ultimately go, could be raised so that 
gravity can further assist the water's flow, 
too, cutting the need for extra power.
Mr Hopkins estimates that the technology 
could be, roughly, 30% more energy 
efficient than a traditional onshore 
desalination facility. The firm is currently 
building a miniature version of one of 
its designs and hopes to establish its first 
commercial installation in the Philippines 
in 2023.
Ideas such as this, and Core Power's 
design are "promising", says Raya Al-

Dadah, head of the Sustainable Energy 
Technology Laboratory at the University 
of Birmingham. However, floating 
desalination has both advantages and 
disadvantages, she says. There are still 
challenges in terms of pumping the 
desalinated water ashore and in finding a 
workforce with both offshore experience 
and desalination expertise.
Ultimately, humanity needs more water 
resources, says Dr Al-Dadah, not least 
because of the expected effects of climate 
change, should the world experience more 
than 1.5C of warming. "This will have a 
catastrophic impact on water," she says.
Referring to onshore systems, Amy 
Childress, at the University of Southern 
California, says that smaller desalination 
systems could help reduce the 
environmental impact of the technology. 
The highly salty water left after 
desalination is toxic to marine life and 
today's desalination facilities produce 
huge quantities of it - more brine, in fact, 
than freshwater. 
Mr Hopkins says that the byproduct 
expected from the Waterfountain system 
will not be salty enough to be classed as 
brine.
The most significant application of floating 
desalination systems could be in disaster 
relief, says Greg Pierce, co-director of 
the University of California Los Angeles 
Luskin Center for Innovation. 
Currently "we're flying and trucking-in 
bottled water… it's the most inefficient 
thing possible," he explains, referring to 
the standard approach to relief efforts. "If 
floating desalination can address that, I'm 
all for that."
However, Dr Pierce questions whether 
it can be made cost-effective enough in 
other contexts - and notes that there are 
many other ways of securing clean water 
supplies. In California, for example, Dr 
Pierce estimates better water conservation 
measures could conserve about 30-40% of 
the water currently consumed in the state. 
Communities will probably also turn 
to measures such as water recycling or 
treatment of rainwater. But should this 
still not suffice, desalination, no matter the 
expense, begins to look inevitable in some 
parts of the world, he adds. 
For now, Core Power's design is merely 
that, a design. But Mr Bøe hopes that, 
within a decade, the firm could have a 
commercial system in operation. The 
need, he stresses, will be there.
-BBC
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Penge Omhito
02h00-05h00
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Plan to reverse European Court 
Rwanda rulings

n	 Robert Plummer

France's highest administrative court 
has upheld a ban on full-body "burkini" 
swimsuits in public pools, rejecting an 
appeal by the city of Grenoble. 
Last month, Grenoble authorised all 
swimwear, including burkinis, sparking a 
legal battle with the government.
Burkinis are worn largely by Muslim 
women as a way of preserving modesty 
and upholding their faith.
But the court said it could not allow 
"selective exceptions to the rules to satisfy 
religious demands".
The dispute went all the way to the Council 
of State after a local court in Grenoble 
suspended the ban on the grounds that 
it seriously undermined the principle of 
neutrality in public services.
Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin also 
weighed in, describing the policy as an 
"unacceptable provocation" that was 
contrary to French secular values. 
France has strict laws on which swimming 
costumes can be worn and the issue of 
religious expression in public places is 
divisive. 
The ban on burkinis in state-run pools is 
also advocated for reasons of hygiene. 
Men are normally obliged to wear tight-
fitting swimming trunks - another rule 
that Grenoble unsuccessfully attempted to 
overturn by permitting longer swimming 
shorts.
What is a burkini?
• A burkini is a full-body swimsuit that 
covers everything except the face, hands 

A deputy police director in China has 
been removed from office following an 
investigation into a brutal attack on a 
group of women in a restaurant. 
The attack in Tangshan city saw a group of 
men beating four female diners. 
The incident, captured in a shocking viral 
video, sparked an intense debate about 
gender violence in China.
A report released on Tuesday found the 
handling of the case by the deputy director 
of district police and other officers had 
been "slow and improper".
The provincial public security department 
report did not make clear whether the 
deputy director - surnamed Li - had been 
sacked or suspended.
The violence, which occurred in the early 
hours of 10 June, saw a man approach a 
woman and put his hand on her back at 
a barbeque restaurant in Lubei district 
in Tangshan, a city in northern Hebei 
province. The woman responded by 
pushing him away. 
The man is then seen striking her in 
retaliation before other men drag her 
outside and continue bludgeoning her as 
she lies on the floor. 
The group of men are also seen attacking 
her dining partners. Another woman who 
tried to intervene was pushed away before 
landing on the back of her head against the 
stairs. 
Two of the women were admitted to 

and feet
• The name is a mix of the words "burka" 
and "bikini"
• Unlike burkas, burkinis leave the face 
free
• Burkinis are marketed to Muslim women 
as a way for them to swim in public while 
adhering to strict modesty edicts

French opposition to the burkini stretches 
as far back as 2016, when several local 
municipalities attempted to outlaw it on 
beaches for violating the country's strict 
separation between religion and the state.
State officials are not allowed to wear 
religious emblems at work, but the mayor 
of Grenoble, Eric Piolle, argued that this 
should not stop users of public services, 
such as swimming pools, from dressing as 
they wish.
His administration's moves to relax the 
swimwear rules were opposed by the 
national government, which invoked a 
law passed last year to combat "Islamist 
separatism".
Critics of the burkini see it as offering a 
separatist vision of French society and 
argue that allowing it also puts pressure on 
Muslim women to wear it. Far-right leader 
Marine Le Pen has condemned the burkini 
as "clothing of Islamist propaganda".
However, those in favour of allowing 
it say women should have the choice to 
keep their bodies covered if they want 
to and that this does not imply religious 
extremism.
-BBC

hospital and were in a stable condition 
while two others sustained minor injuries, 
officials said immediately after the attack. 
But it has since emerged that the injuries 
sustained were more serious.
Two of the women spent time in intensive 
care. The other two women were seen in 
photos covered in blood, although their 
injuries were initially classed by police as 
only "minor".
Police reached the site at 03:09 (19:09 
GMT), almost half an hour after they 
received the first police call at 02:41, 
according to a report by state media outlet 
the Global Times. 
The report adds that the suspects fled 
the scene just minutes after the crime, 
prompting many on social media to 
criticise the police response. 
Police later said they had arrested nine 
people on suspicion of violent assault and 
"provoking trouble".
The report by Hebei's provincial public 
security department said the police had 
carried out "in-depth investigations into 
untimely police dispatch... and serious 
violations of discipline". 
"[The incident] caused a bad impact and 
aroused widespread concern," it said. 
It added that aside from the police deputy 
director of Tangshan's Lubei district, 
four other police officers were under 
investigation. 
The report also revealed that one of the 

French burkini ban upheld as 
Grenoble loses legal challenge

Chinese police deputy dismissed 
over attack on female diners

INTERNATIONAL

main suspects was suspected to be involved 
in a number of other crimes, including 
illegal gambling, illegal detainment of 
others and affray. 
Police added they were escalating their 
investigations to look into whether the 
suspects had ties to criminal gangs.

The viciousness of the attack sparked 
outrage and heated debate on social media, 
taking up one of the most-discussed topics 
on Weibo, a popular social media platform 
in China, where violence against women 
remains common. 
Many of those posting on social media 
took issue with the initial official framing 

of the attack as a simple act of violence, 
and said the attackers should be punished 
and given criminal sentences.
Others claimed to have been unfairly 
treated by gangs in Tangshan and 
wondered if local police were involved 
with local criminal figures.
-BBC
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Plan to reverse European Court 
Rwanda rulings

Israel heading to polls as coalition moves 
to dissolve parliament

n	 Dominic Casciani

The European Court of Human Rights 
block on sending asylum seekers to 
Rwanda could be overturned by ministers 
under new proposals. 
The plan, being introduced to Parliament, 
would allow ministers to ignore the court's 
injunctions. 
It is part of changes to the Human Rights 
Act, introducing what ministers say will be 
tougher legal tests. 
Critics say the proposals are confusing and 
would create two tiers of rights that hand 
more power to ministers. 
But Deputy Prime Minister Dominic Raab 
said his proposed Bill of Rights fixed 
problems with the Human Rights Act 
without abandoning it altogether. 
Unveiling the plans, Mr Raab confirmed 
the government would not quit the 
European Convention on Human Rights, a 
set of legal safeguards allowing ordinary 
people to challenge what they say is unfair 
treatment by the government.
The Human Rights Act came into force 
in 2000. It introduced into UK law rights 
contained in the Convention - a treaty 
largely written by British civil servants and 
lawyers after World War Two and agreed 
by almost every nation in Europe. 
The Bill of Rights also includes measures 
proposed last year:
• a promise to clarify the law for judges 
so they place British laws above European 
Court of Human Rights (ECHR) rulings 
• a plan to screen out some human-rights 
claims against the government or other 
public bodies, by requiring people to prove 
at the earliest possible stage they have 

n	 Raffi Berg

Israel is set to hold a fifth general election 
in under four years, after its fractured 
coalition government concluded it could 
not survive.
In a major political development, Prime 
Minister Naftali Bennett will switch places 
with Alternate Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
under an existing deal.
An election could take place in late 
October, commentators say.
The former prime minister and current 
opposition leader, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
has vowed to return to office.
Monday's announcement comes after 
weeks of speculation that the coalition - 
the most diverse in Israel's history - was on 
the brink of collapse.
It risked losing an important vote next 
week after a member of Mr Bennett's own 
right-wing Yamina party quit the coalition, 
leaving it a minority in the 120-seat 
Knesset (parliament).
Mr Bennett said he had made the "right 
decision" in the interests of Israel's 
security, as dissolving the Knesset 
extended temporary laws which were put 
in jeopardy by the vote.
The coalition had been teetering for 
weeks. Last week, Yamina MK Nir Orbach 
resigned from it, saying the government 
had failed in its main mission "of lifting 
[Israelis'] spirits" - a move which left 

suffered a significant disadvantage
• a limit on what courts can order public 
bodies to do to correct a problem caused 
by a breach of human rights
• changes to the interpretation of the 
right to family life ministers believe will 
mean more foreign-born offenders can be 
deported, even if they have children in the 
UK.
The most significant new proposal - 
to ignore ECHR injunctions - follows 
last week's row over the Home Office's 
abandoned flight to Rwanda. 
The Strasbourg court, which is nothing 
to do with the European Union, issued an 
injunction blocking the home secretary 
from putting an asylum seeker on the 
flight, despite earlier decisions by judges 
in London not to intervene. 
That decision triggered other appeals and 
ultimately the cancellation of the flight. 
Under the government's proposed Bill of 
Rights, ministers would be able to ignore 
such injunctions, known as Rule 39 orders, 
because they are not technically part of 
international law. 
Mr Raab, who is responsible for changes 
to constitutional laws, said: "The Bill of 
Rights will strengthen our UK tradition of 
freedom, whilst injecting a healthy dose of 
common sense into the system.
"We will be very clear in domestic law that 
Rule 39 interim orders do not bind UK 
courts or indeed public bodies or officials." 
'Collision course'
The government's proposals, unveiled in 
December, have been criticised by lawyers 
as confusing and arguably unnecessary, 
because British courts can already ignore 
rulings from Strasbourg. 

it with only 59 seats. Others had also 
threatened to rebel.
The announcement on Monday night 
caught members of the government by 
surprise. The Times of Israel quoted 
sources as saying neither the defence nor 
interior ministers knew about the decision.
The bill to dissolve the Knesset will go to 
a vote next week. If it passes, as expected, 
Mr Bennett will make way for centrist Yair 
Lapid to become interim prime minister.
The two men formed the coalition just over 
a year ago after a series of inconclusive 
elections, ousting Mr Netanyahu, Israel's 
longest-serving leader.
The coalition was stitched together from 
eight parties from across the political 

Shadow attorney general Emily Thornberry 
questioned whether the move would 
actually change anything, or rather add 
"more and more layers of bureaucracy on 
the application of the Human Rights Act", 
so it will merely "gum up the system".
She said: "They're just trying to think 
of anything that they can take on at the 
moment in order to distract us all from 
what's really happening, which is their 
inability to govern - they're trying to pick 
yet another fight," she told the BBC.
Law Society president I Stephanie Boyce, 
who represents solicitors, said the package 
was on a collision course with the rest of 
the law. 
"The bill will create an acceptable class 
of human-rights abuses in the United 
Kingdom," she said. 
"It is a lurch backwards for British justice. 
Authorities may begin to consider some 
rights violations as acceptable, because 
these could no longer be challenged under 
the Bill of Rights, despite being against 
the law. "Overall, the bill would grant the 
state greater unfettered power over the 
people, power which would then belong 
to all future governments, whatever their 
ideologies."
Sacha Deshmukh, Amnesty International 
UK's chief executive, said the legislation 
would represent "a giant leap backwards 
for the rights of ordinary people".
"Ripping up the Human Rights Act means 
the public is being stripped of its most 
powerful tool to challenge wrongdoing by 
the government and other public bodies. 
"This is not about tinkering with rights, it's 
about removing them," he said.
-BBC

spectrum, united only by the desire to 
make it impossible for Mr Netanyahu to 
form a government.
Mr Netanyahu, who is currently standing 
trial on corruption charges which he 
denies, said it was "great news for millions 
of Israeli citizens".
"This government is going home," he 
said, adding that he would form "a wide, 
national government" headed by his Likud 
party.
Last week, the results of an Israel Channel 
12 TV poll indicated that a bloc led by 
Mr Netanyahu would win most seats in a 
fresh election, though still two short of a 
majority.
-BBC
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2022 Mercedes-AMG GT53 
First Test: The Sporty Daily One
n	 Justin Banner

Although it remains ridiculous to call a four-
door car a "coupe," the 2022 Mercedes-AMG 
GT53 is nevertheless a useful sedan with 
traditional coupelike performance. It may not 
have the ultimate predator instincts of its GT63 
sibling, but the GT53 works just as well as a 
canyon carver as it does a grocery-getter, and 
it takes just the turn of a dial or the push of a 
button to hone it for either task. 
Numbers first. Freshly updated for 2022—
hence this test—the 2022 GT53 produces 429 
horsepower with 384 lb-ft of torque and rushes 
to 60 mph in just 4.1 seconds; once it's up to 
60, the brakes will haul the GT53 to a stop in 
111 feet. The power is effective but hardworking 
on account of this AMG's 4,611-pound curb 
weight; it still passes the quarter-mile mark in 
12.8 seconds at 105.9 mph. On the skidpad, 
expect 1.00 g in lateral acceleration, while the 
car turned in a 25.4-second lap of our figure-
eight course at an average of 0.75 g. These are 
all good numbers, but what do they mean in the 
real world?
They mean the GT53 is one very fast four-
door, and you'll never have an issue keeping up 
with traffic, bursting from an entrance ramp at 
speed, or carving up your favorite back road. 
Its performance data isn't hugely better than 
that of the GT43, but that car launches hard and 
then trails off; the GT53 feels stronger overall. 
It's easy to achieve extralegal speeds wherever 
you are, in fact; fortunately, the standard head-
up display ensures you know exactly how fast 
you're going. The HUD is also handy for a quick 
readout of navigation instructions and other 
data.
Mode Time
In Comfort mode, the GT53 is easily one of 
the most livable AMG models. The exhaust 
is civil, the suspension firm but not overly 
aggressive, and the powertrain responsive but 
not tense. It's also where the GT53 is most 
likely to deliver fuel economy somewhere in 
the vicinity of its EPA-rated 21 combined mpg, 
due to relaxed accelerator response and being 
more reliant on the electric portion of the car's 
mild hybrid powertrain when moving from 
a stop. We do wish, however, that it featured 
the Glide function from some other Mercedes 
mild hybrids, which shuts down the engine on 
the move but allows the vehicle to maintain a 
steady speed by using the belt-driven electric 
motor/generator. This no doubt would increase 
efficiency by a meaningful amount.
Even in Comfort mode, you can separately 
activate more aggressive settings for the 
exhaust, powertrain, and suspension, as well 
as deactivate the auto stop/start system; a 
given combination can be programmed into 
the Individual setting once you've determined 
your favorites. All modes, including Sport, 
Sport Plus, and Manual, can be accessed via the 
touchscreen or on the fly with the dial on the 

right lower quadrant of the steering wheel. The 
manual paddles can be used at any time, in any 
mode—and the gearbox will return to automatic 
shifting by itself after a few beats—but left to 
its own devices, the 9G-Tronic is a jewel of a 
transmission with quick shifts and intelligent 
programming that make it a great partner for 
tackling mountain roads. Outside of a dual-
clutch transmission, they don't get much better 
for sporty driving.
In Sport Plus, the GT53's AMG heritage really 
starts to come out. As one of our test team noted, 
"It's shockingly easy to sit down, buckle up, and 
find and maintain the limits of this car. It's not 
explosive or intimidating in any way (like the 
GT63 can be) but just feels like a really solid 
sport sedan." In its most aggressive chassis 
settings, the GT53 is particularly planted and 
ready to rocket out of any corner: "It has a good 
engine sound, punchy low-end and midrange 
power, and virtually no turbo lag," said another 
of our test crew. Overall, it may not feel like a 
traditional AMG, but the GT53 has a personality 
and purpose of its own. It's happier than its big 
brother when deployed in the day-to-day grind, 
and it's more comfortable, too. It's not quite 
an AMG Lite—the GT43 is perhaps a more 
appropriate car for that moniker—but more an 
AMG with a lighter personality. 
This Car's Time to Shine
And that's where the GT53 shines, in being a 
very livable four-door that's still a capable sport 
sedan. Despite its rakish roofline, the hatchback 
opening means cargo space and access is 
more than adequate even if its 12.7 cubic feet 
of capacity doesn't sound like much on paper. 
(The rear seats can be folded for more room.) 
Steering that's light and easy in Comfort mode 
weights up in Sport and Sport Plus but never 
gets too heavy.
If the AMG GT has an issue—and this is 
in all of the versions—it's that the interior 
relies too much on touch-sensitive, capacitive 
controls, particularly on the steering wheel. 
Adjusting cruise control speeds, for example, 
is accomplished by sliding your thumb along 
an indent. Sometimes, though, it struggles 
to register this request. Other times you can 
activate various buttons accidentally, as well 
as with the touch controls located near the 
cupholders when you retrieve or place items 
there. Ultimately, we have to imagine an owner 
would get used to the behavior and responses of 
the controls, but as always, it's worth pointing 
out that physical buttons, switches, and knobs 
(of which the GT does have a few) don't require 
a learning curve.
 If a well-balanced, very sporty, and rewarding 
daily driver that's still rare on the streets is what 
you're after, stop looking. But if you're more 
drawn to outright performance, and if you find 
the GT53 doesn't have quite enough grunt, our 
car's as-tested sticker is knocking on the door 
of the GT63. 
-Motor Trend
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Ben Stokes misses training before 
Headingley Test

Oleksandr Usyk v Anthony Joshua II: British 
challenger confident of win in rematch

England captain Ben Stokes missed 
Tuesday's training session before the third 
Test against New Zealand because he felt 
unwell.
The all-rounder, 31, travelled to Leeds 
from his home in the north east while the 
squad trained at Headingley.
England hold an unassailable 2-0 lead in 
the series, with the final Test starting on 
Thursday.
Stokes, who has returned a negative 
Covid-19 test, is yet to name an official 
vice-captain.
He took over from Joe Root in April and 
has seen England win his first two Tests as 
full-time skipper.
If Stokes is ruled out, Root would be an 
option to step in for one match, with pace 
bowler Stuart Broad another candidate.
Yorkshire batter Harry Brook would be 
in line to come into the side for his Test 
debut. England were already pondering 
changes to their bowling attack. With the 
series won, the hosts could rotate with an 
eye on the rescheduled fifth Test against 
India, which starts at Edgbaston on 1 July.
James Anderson is the most likely to be 
rested, while Matthew Potts may also sit 
out.

Anthony Joshua has 
branded himself the 
"comeback king" before 
his heavyweight rematch 
against Oleksandr Usyk in 

Saudi Arabia on 20 August. 
Joshua came face-to-face with Usyk 
for the first time since losing his WBA 
(Super), IBF, and WBO titles in London in 
September. 

At a media conference, Joshua was full of 
confidence as he aims to become a three-
time world champion.
"If you know my story, you know I'm the 
comeback king," Joshua, 31, said. 
"You can put me down, but it's difficult to 
keep me down."
The press event in Saudi Arabia was 
heavily saturated with praise for the host 
country, which has faced accusations of 
human rights violations and is currently 
launching a military operation in Yemen 
that has caused a humanitarian crisis.
Joshua, who praised members of the Saudi 
royal family in his first answer, had his 
new head coach by his side, Robert Garcia.
The switch of trainer is one of many 
changes the Watford-born fighter says he 
has made for the rematch.
"In the fight in September, I was wrong 
and he [Usyk] was right," said Joshua who 
added that he had to "take that defeat like 
a man as well, I have to be accountable".
He added: "Definitely the hunger is still 
there. Blips happen, things happen in 
life, but resilience, mental toughness and 
consistency will always prevail."
Usyk has spent time in Ukraine helping 
the war effort against Russia and earlier in 
the summer it appeared the rematch would 
have to be postponed.
But the 35-year-old Ukrainian was given 
permission to leave the country in March 
to train for his second fight with Joshua. 
Unbeaten in 19 professional fights, Usyk 
did not say much, only that he was fighting 
for Ukraine.

If there are two spots available, pace 
bowlers Craig and Jamie Overton could 
become the first twin brothers to play Test 
cricket for England.
Of the two 28-year-olds, Craig is three 
minutes older and has played eight Tests, 
whereas Jamie is hoping for his debut.
Somerset's Craig told BBC Sport: "Every 
kid's dream is to play for England, but to 
do it with your brother would be pretty 
special, especially in a Test. Hopefully 
it happens and we both get the nod on 
Thursday."
Jamie, who left Somerset for Surrey in 
2020, said: "It's a moment that we've 
always wanted. At times it has looked 
like it's not going to happen, so the fact it 
potentially could happen on Thursday is 
really magical."
The last brothers to play in the same Test 
for England were Adam and Ben Hollioake 
in 1997.
Sam and Tom Curran have played in the 
same England one-day side.
Twin sisters Jill and Jane Powell played 
Test cricket for England in the 1970s and 
80s, but not in the same match.
Craig made his Test debut in 2017 and 
has played 31 more first-class matches 

than Jamie, who has endured a chequered 
history with injuries.
Jamie is the quicker bowler, capable of 
speeds in excess of 90mph.
"I always knew he had the ability, but it 
was more he had to string a good run of 
games together," said Craig.
"Surrey have managed him really well 
because you need to look after bowlers that 
can bowl 90mph. He's managed to stay fit 
for a long time and got his rewards now."
The brothers were on opposite sides in a 
County Championship match last week, 
with Jamie hitting Craig on the head with 
a bouncer that caused a concussion, ruling 
him out of the rest of the match.
Craig said: "He bowled me a bumper, 
I tried pulling it for four and was a little 
bit early on it. It hit me on the back of the 
head. It was a full-on blow."
Of the duel between the brothers, their 
father Mark tweeted that he was "very 
proud".
Jamie added: "It's just the way we are - 
we're very competitive."
Craig was required to take a concussion 
test before he was allowed to train with 
England on Tuesday.
-BBC

"We are not in the best conditions at the 
moment back home [in Ukraine]," he said.
"I never made some very loud and bright 
speeches, all I did was just work hard in 
my training camp, my gym, that's what I'm 
going do until the date of the fight."
Unlike at press conferences for the 
recently-launched Saudi-backed LIV Golf 
tour, there were no hard-hitting questions 
here from journalists around the country's 
reputation.
Greg Norman, LIV Golf's chief executive, 
was grilled last month about accusations 
of so called 'sports washing', and the 
murder in 2018 of dissident Saudi Arabian 
journalist Khashoggi at the Saudi consulate 
in Istanbul.

On Tuesday, the Saudi Arabian flag was 
beamed out to viewers for the opening of 
the broadcast and the first 20 minutes spent 
promoting the country's work in boxing.
Saudi Arabia has now spent billions to 
bring elite sport to its country. 
Boxing has never denied it was lured to 
Saudi Arabia in 2019 by the money on 
offer, with Joshua's promoter Eddie Hearn 
saying at the time: "Let's not kid ourselves, 
don't you think any promoter wants to 
go wherever the most money is for their 
fighters, and that's what we're doing."
This time Joshua is reported to be earning 
£100m.
Usyk wore a 'colour of freedom' T-shirt 
for his media duties beforehand, but was 
not wearing the pro-peace top for the 
live broadcast. Saudi Arabia's military 
activities in Yemen have been criticised 
globally. 
It is among the countries that carries out the 
most executions, women's rights activists 
have been jailed and political parties, trade 
unions and independent human rights 
groups are banned.
And as boxing heads to Saudi Arabia once 
more there are sure to be tougher questions 
in store for the fighters and promoters.
-BBC
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Serena Williams leaves Eastbourne 
starstruck on competitive return to tennis

n	 Jonathan Jurejko

The signs pointed to one of the greatest 
players of all time slipping quietly into 
retirement without the farewell she 
deserves.
But on Tuesday, Serena Williams made her 
return to the tennis court - almost exactly 
a year since her last competitive match 
and just weeks after many had predicted 
the 23-time Grand Slam singles champion 
would never play again.
At Eastbourne's Devonshire Park, usually 
the hub of the sleepy Sussex seaside town's 
cultural scene and home to a number of 
theatres, Williams took centre stage.
The 40-year-old American teamed up with 
Tunisia's Ons Jabeur in the Eastbourne 
doubles and the pair won their opening 
match in an entertaining evening.
Next week Williams is hoping to play in 
the singles at Wimbledon, where she has 
won seven of her major titles.
Afterwards, she said she "absolutely" 
had moments of doubt about whether she 
would ever play again.
"You know what, I'm literally taking it one 
day at a time," she said.
"I really took my time with my hamstring 
injury so I'm just not making a ton of 
decisions after this."
Why there was speculation she might have 
quietly retired
In April, when her long-time coach 
Patrick Mouratoglou started working with 
former world number one Simona Halep, 
Williams had not played competitively for 
nine months.
She was midway through her 41st year. 
There was little evidence she had even 
been practising.
Further fuel to the speculation about 
the American's future was added by the 
recalling of her comments at the 2021 
Australian Open, where she said: "If I ever 
say farewell, I wouldn't tell anyone."
Later that day, in an Instagram story with 
NFL star Aaron Rodgers, she casually 
dropped into conversation she was 
preparing for Wimbledon.
But, still, the announcement that she was 
heading to Britain to play - an Instagram 

post of her feet on the grass with a caption 
saying "SW at SW19. It's a date." - had not 
been seen as a given.
"I think it surprised everyone," Spanish 
world number four Paula Badosa said. 
"It's very good to have her back and it 
really amazed me how she had all this 
hunger for the game and still has it. I think 
it is a great inspiration.
"I hope she can be back for much more 
time."
What has she been doing?
The bio on her Instagram page simply 
reads: "I'm Olympia's mum."
Being a doting mother takes up a lot of 
Williams' time these days, but she has 
also been busy working on her business 
interests outside tennis.
A clothing line named 'Serena' was 
launched earlier this year, while another 
part of her fashion portfolio is a jewellery 
brand.
Williams is among several high-profile 
backers of Angel City FC, an American 
women's football club which also boasts 
Billie Jean King, actresses Natalie 
Portman, Eva Longoria and Jennifer 
Garner among its investors.
Earlier this year, she raised $111m to 
launch a venture capital fund, Serena 
Ventures, which invests in entrepreneurs 
from diverse backgrounds.
Asked if she could see herself playing into 
next year, she said: "I don't know, I can't 
answer that. But I love tennis and I love 
playing, or else I wouldn't be out here, 
right?
"But I also love what I do off the court, 
what I've built with Serena Ventures, it's 
interesting. So, it's a lot."
How Williams' arrival left Eastbourne 
'starstruck'
After cancelling a practice session 
on Monday, Williams arrived at the 
Devonshire Park practice courts at about 
14:30 BST and word quickly spread 
around the grounds about what was going 
on.
In a far corner of the site, Williams put on 
her tennis shoes and stepped on to a court 
in the shadow of Eastbourne's theatre hub.
The stage was set - for the rehearsal, at 

least.
Hordes of long lenses pointed in the 
direction of Williams. Tons of camera 
phones were pressed up against the net 
separating the court from the watching 
fans.
Jabeur, who said earlier in the week she 
"didn't know" why Williams had picked to 
play with her, turned up shortly after. 
The pair had previously "talked a little 
bit", added the world singles number three, 
but "never really about tennis".
After exchanging a warm handshake and 
even warmer smiles, the pair limbered 
up with a gentle knock, practised some 
volleys and hit some serves before teaming 
up on the same side of the net for the first 
time.
The chemistry started to build as they 
played some points against Williams' 
coach Eric Hechtman and hitting partner 
Jarmere Jenkins.

When the curtain raised for real on 
Eastbourne's centre court, the pair also 
grew in cohesion and confidence.
On why she chose Jabeur, Williams 
said: "When we saw her name in, it was 
immediately like, OK, she would be great 
to play with.
"I love her game, I love her style of play. 
She has a great volley, clearly has a great 
drop shot and she has been having a 
phenomenal couple of years.
"It just made a lot of sense, it was a good 
solution for me."
The crowd in Eastbourne certainly agreed. 
Hundreds stayed until the end of a match 
that finished at 20:27 local time on a 
summer evening which had turned chillier 
as the match progressed
"That was certainly worth hanging on for," 
said one ecstatic female fan in front of the 
media seats. "What a night."
She wasn't the only fan pleased with her 

day out.
As Williams left the practice court, heading 
back to the Winter Garden which is usually 
used for cabaret events and conferences, 
she signed some autographs for a lucky 
few. One of them was eight-year-old Eden 
John, who plays tennis every day at her 
club in Eastbourne and has pictures on her 
bedroom wall of Williams.
"You should have filmed my face the first 
time I saw her!" she said before pulling 
a face which conveyed how she was 
mesmerised by seeing Williams in the 
flesh. 
Eden's dad Andre added: "She was a bit 
starstruck, she couldn't take her eyes of her 
when she was hitting. To see a legend like 
that in our backyard is incredible."
Now they will get another chance when 
Williams and Jabeur return to Devonshire 
Park for a second act on Thursday.
-BBC


