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Jerry Ekandjo
Back in the Game
...Starts Campaign This Friday

Justicia Shipena

Hertha Ekandjo

President Hage Geingob said that women
dominating the candidacy for Swapo
vice-presidency was evidence of gender
equality in the country.
"The presence of women in the line of
succession demonstrates our strides
in gender equality, with women
representation at over 40 per cent in the
National Assembly. Moreover, 90% of
our banks are helmed by women," said
Geingob.
Geingob said this at the 77th United
Nations General Assembly on Wednesday
in Newyork.
He added that the ruling Swapo party
was currently conducting primaries of
which there was a real possibility that the

next candidate of the Swapo party for the
presidential elections would be a woman
or a male, of whom the male was from a
generation that was not in exile.
The Swapo politburo meeting nominated
prime minister Saara KuugongelwaAmadhila, her deputy, Netumbo NandiNdaitwah, alongside environment minister
Pohamba Shifeta as candidates for the
Swapo party vice presidency.
Geingob further said that since Namibia
gained its political independence 32
years ago, he was proud of the Namibian
government's work towards the second
phase of the Namibian struggle for
economic independence. "During this
period, we have built a strong foundation for
our governance architecture, emphasising
strengthening processes, systems and
institutions. Given these advances in
effective governance, we are optimistic in
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our quest to deal with the triple challenges
of inequality, unemployment and poverty,"
emphasised Geingob.
The president noted that Namibia's
education sector received the largest share
of budgetary support, equivalent to 8 per
cent of GDP and almost a quarter of the
total national budget.
Moreover, he stated that the government
offered free primary and secondary
education, which demonstrates the
country's commitment to prioritising and
expanding access to education for all.
According to Geingob, the past few
months have been encouraging to note
the concerted efforts to shed a spotlight
on transforming education and advancing
SDG 4. Moreover, he said education is
a sector that Namibia had consistently
prioritised through
Continued on P2

Swapo party veteran politician Jerry Ekandjo
will start campaigning for the Swapo party
vice president position on Friday, his lawyers
have said.
The announcement was exchanged between
Ekandjo's lawyers Metcalfe Beukes
Attorneys, and Swapo lawyers Murorua
Kurtz Kasper Inc.
This comes after the two parties had agreed
to refer the matter of Ekandjo's vice president
candidacy to the ruling party's central
committee. Ekandjo had earlier suggested
that he would not campaign until the matter
was settled in the courts; however, in a turn
of events, he will now start his campaign
ahead of the congress in November.
Candidates for the top-three positions that
are up for grabs at that congress will be in
Omaheke this weekend to woo delegates.
"Given your client's chosen intransigence,
comrade Ekandjo will commence with his
campaign for election as vice president of
Swapo party from tomorrow, 23 September
2022," said Ekandjo's lawyers Metcalfe
Beukes Attorneys.
The letter by Ekandjo's legal representation,
in possession of The Villager, further stated
that Swapo has become purposely mute on
the fact that defence minister Frans Kapofi

withdrew his candidacy and that their client
(Ekandjo) automatically qualifies to run.
Former cabinet minister Helmut Angula this
week said that historically it had been the
practice that the next person automatically
qualifies.
Angula had also stressed that it is wrong for
Ekandjo's fate to be in the hands of the CC
and that it is against the party's constitution,
adding that it may have future implications.
Last week, Kapofi, minutes before the Swapo
party's campaign launch, quit the race due to
what he says are 'personal' reasons.
"Obviously, those who instruct you have
no intention to abide by the provisions of
the Swapo party constitution. Every effort
is made to contort it to suit the agenda of
those who purposely ignore the party's own
Constitution," the letter to Swapo further
reads.
On Tuesday, both parties agreed to refer
the matter to the party's central committee,
to which Ekandjo had given a deadline
of response from the committee by 30
September 2022.
In this light, Ekandjo, through his lawyers,
said it serves no purpose to debate the issue
any further when instructions are wrong.
"Your client can then convene a meeting of
its central committee at its liberty or approach
the High Court
Continued on P2
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Geingob
the allocation of resources (both human and
financial) and the consistent prioritisation of
policy
development.
Human rights activist Rosa
Namises said that making two
females compete for the vice
president (VP) position in the
Swapo party does not display
gender equality.
According to Namises, it would have been
better if one was made Swapo president
while the other vice president.
"These women were supposed to be
candidates for the presidency in the
party. One must become the Swapo party
president," she said.

Jerry Ekandjo
for an order on an interpretation of its
constitution. Comrade Ekandio is not going
to waste time or money in circumstances
where he is absolutely correct," they said.
The lawyers also submitted article copies
from the Namibian Sun and The Villager
newspapers, dated 21 September 2022.
"Where the esteemed and venerated
comrade Helmut Angula - who happens to
have authored the amendments to the Swapo
party constitution - concurs with Comrade
Ekandjo's interpretation of the Swapo
constitution and his nomination where
comrade Kapofi has withdrawn. Comrade
Kalomoh, also an esteemed and venerated
Elder, is even more correctly critical in his
comment published in Confidénte on 16-21
September 2022."
Metcalfe Beukes Attorneys further said
Swapo is a political party that proclaims its
adherence to democracy.
"The nominations for vice presidential
candidates were made public, and no

correspondence inter-legal practitioners
have or will be done furtively. This is a very
public matter. The correspondence was never
marked without prejudice and will be used
should litigation ensue. It is obvious that
the pretence ".….of a clear off-ramp for an
amicable resolution..." is mere politico speak
to delay Comrade Ekandjo's Vice President
campaign," it further reads.
On Tuesday, Ekandjo, through his legal
representation, came out to say he would not
campaign until the central committee has
made a decision.
He had said this would set his campaign back
by three weeks whilst other vice presidential
candidates campaign freely.
The letter added that Ekandjo naturally
reserves all of his rights as a vice presidential
candidate.
"There is no need to artificially contrive
reasons to exclude comrade Ekandjo as a
vice presidential candidate."

SWAPO ASKS EKANDJO TO PETITION
TO CC
In response on behalf of Swapo, Murorua
Kurtz Kasper Inc said it disagrees with
Ekandjo's line of reasoning, adding that
referring the matter to the central committee
came from Ekandjo.
"To this end, we record that comrade
Ekandjo has yet to exhaust internal remedies
provided for under Article 10(1) (0) of the
Swapo party Constitution," said Murorua
Kurtz Kasper Inc.
Swapo lawyers said Ekandjo is at liberty to
invoke the said provision under article 10 to
petition the committee and that the petition
must be directed to the central committee via
the secretary-general.
The party added that the scheduling of central
committee meetings might not coincide with
proposed timelines.
"As intervening circumstances may militate
against scheduling a central committee
meeting in accordance with your timeline."

Swapo maintains that its legal interpretation
is not only legally correct but is also waterlight and thus will stand by it.
Despite talks to head to the High Court,
Swapo said it does not propose to litigate the
matter.
"And accept that the parties have now
exhaustively defined parameters of their
respective contentions, and nothing stands
to be gained through the further exchange
of correspondence," said Murorua Kurtz
Kasper Inc.
Murorua Kurtz Kasper Inc said Swapo is
also concerned about experiencing leakage
of Swapo party matters, including its
correspondence.
"This development is expected to be
addressed and arrested at the earliest
opportunity. Our client's rights, including
personal, and professional confidentiality of
correspondence, remain reserved."
justicia@thevillager.com.na

Their Agenda Has Failed - Desiree Davids

n

Justicia Shipena

Former City of Windhoek councillor
Desiree Davids says the people
who instigated the Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) to investigate her for
corruption had an agenda which has failed.
Davids' comments follow after the ACC on
Wednesday revealed that it could not find
evidence that pinpoints that the former
councillor corruptly misused her position
on the council to fast-track her application
for an erf in Windhoek's Rocky Crest
residential area. The former Independence
Patriots for Change (IPC) councillor was
withdrawn from the municipal council
last year after it was reported that it took a
month for her application to buy a pilot in
the Rocky Crest to get a green light from
the city's property department.
In October 2021, IPC announced that
Davids resigned after she was found guilty
of these charges.
At that time, Davids accused former
Windhoek mayor, now ordinary councillor
Job Amupanda, of campaigning for her
removal. "I think the issue at hand here is
that the people who instigated this are the
ones who had an agenda. So truly, their
agenda failed," said Davids.
When asked about how she would react
to the findings by ACC and what her next
step is, she said she has not consulted her
lawyers yet. "I first need to consult with
my lawyer, and then I will take it from
there," she said.
She, however, did not comment any further
on the issue.
"I don't really have any comment regarding
the issue at all."
In a media statement on Wednesday, ACC
said it had finalised its investigation into
corruption allegations against Davids.
"It was alleged that Ms Davids corruptly
misused her position as a Councilor to fasttrack her application for an erf in the area
of Rocky Crest, Windhoek," said ACC
spokesperson Josefina Nghituwamata.
Nghituwamata said it is alleged that the
officials from the mayor's office and

letterhead were used to give the impression
that the mayor's office sanctioned the
application.At that time, Amupanda was
Windhoek's mayor.
"According to the CC's investigations,
councillor Davids applied for an erf like
other council members, with the mayor's
letterhead." She added that the ACC
further discovered that Davids was not
the first councillor to apply for an erf
using the letterhead of the mayor's office.
This ACC said it is provided in the the
provisions of paragraph 17 of council
resolution 342/09/2012.
"Which provides the council members
with the preference to apply for the sale
of the land by private treaty, provided that
ministerial approval is obtained," she said.
In
addition,
Nghituwamata
said
investigations further established the
applicant, who previously received the erf
in question, abandoned it after purchasing
a townhouse in the Ludwigsdorf suburb.
"The previous applicant failed to pay the
requisite N$30 000 deposit despite being
given a sufficient amount of time to do
so, and this made the erf accessible to
councillor Davids," said ACC.
She said the application of Davids was not
unnecessarily delayed because there were
no justifications for the wait.
Hence, the ACC investigations could not
prove that Davids abused her position or
that her application was treated differently
from other councillors who had previously
applied and allocated erfs.
"Therefore, no evidence warrants
submission of the docket to the prosecutorgeneral for a decision to prosecute, and the
case file is therefore closed."
Meanwhile, IPC spokesperson Immanuel
'Imms' Nashinge said the party closed the
chapter on Davids long ago.
"We closed that chapter. The person you
are speaking about is not even a member,
so I have no business discussing her things.
She's not a member, and I have no interest
in discussing her issue because she is not
our baby," said Nashinge.
justicia@thevillager.com.na
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Epembe Residents Plan
Police Arrest
Mass Demonstration Over Suspected Alcohol
Basic Services
Fraudsters
NATIONAL NEWS

n

Loise Shiimi

Epembe
residents
in
Ohangwena
are planning a mass demonstration,
demanding that the council build a tarred
road and stating that their roads have not
been upgraded since 1970.
Stefanus Nepela, an activist from
the village, has pleaded with all the
Epembe constituency residents to join
the demonstration that will be held on 6
October 2022.
He said the demonstration is being
organised to demand tarred roads and that
they are tired of the 1970 "colonial road."
Epembe constituency in the Ohangwena
region has nearly 14,000 inhabitants.
Last month, residents wrote a letter to the
council claiming that they continue to be
ignored in infrastructure development
despite not having basic needs such as
water and electricity.
Nepela says residents have made requests
from leaders previously, however, they
have not received answers to date.
"I figured out that perhaps they will answer
us after the demonstration. I am inviting
all the Epembe residents, our neighbour
Okankolo to come and protest with us
from 8 am to Epembe councillor Matheus
Nankama's office until the governor's
office in Eenhana.
"We are fighting for development.
We should unite to get what we have

requested."
According to the activist, the demonstration
has nothing to do with politics and is only
about the residents feeling tired and left
out of development and services.
"We feel we are being discriminated by
Ohangwena leadership. If we happen to
get the tarred road on the side of Okankolo
and Uushake and get the gravel road on the
side of Epembe and Omuhongo, I know
for sure that it will be the beginning of
development. We can transport our goods;

businesses will succeed as customers can
easily get hold of those areas," Nepele told
The Villager.
Nepela further encouraged everyone
to gather and demonstrate to ask for
assistance in a peaceful manner.
"Otherwise, no one will do anything about
the matter if we can't stand our ground
since this issue has been going on for years,
and most leaders know about it. We raised
the issue to the office of the vice president
and the prime minister; the officers always
write letters to the roads authority for the
matter to be attended to. However, they
never received a letter that their request
would be addressed."
He further said that there are reports that
a road is being constructed on the side of
Okahenge and Ondibo, but that residents
of Epembe remain with an old gravel road
since 1970.
"New roads are under construction on the
side of Omukukutu and Ohameva. At least,
they must consider first come, first served."
When approached for comment, Epembe
councillor Matheus Nankama said he has
heard all the complaints from the residents
but cannot say if they are correct or wrong.
"With that being said, I am agreeing with
the issue of the road. I am not saying they're
wrong. As a councillor, I tried where I
could concerning the road, and mostly I
get the same answer; they would attend to
the matter. However, we are waiting."

n

Eba Kandovazu

A sting operation by the Oshana police
yesterday led to the arrest of four men
who tried to buy alcohol from C.I.C (Pty)
Ltd in Ondangwa with a fake proof of
payment, forged and altered to look as if
First National Bank Namibia processed it.
This is according to Oshana Nampol
Spokesperson Inspector Thomas Aiyambo,
who said that the items recovered are
24 750ml Jagermeister bottles and 48
750ml Jack Daniel Bottles valued at N$
22,808.09.
Aiyambo said the complainant in the matter
is the company's manager at Olunkono
Complex. Charges of fraud, forgery and

uttering have since been opened.
"The incident occurred around 12h49,
through a reliable source. The alleged
syndicate of fraudsters were arrested
during a sting operation coordinated by
Commercial Crime Investigation Sub
Division and Ondangwa Police Station
members. The suspects will be formally
charged tomorrow and expected to appear
on Friday 23 September at Ondangwa
magistrate court," Aiyambo stated.
He said the men arrested are a 34-yearold from Oshitayi Village, a 29-yearold from Okalongo-Olupito, a 39-yearold from Ondangwa and a 42-year-old
from Oneshoko Village. Although their
identities are known, they will only be
made public after they appear in court.

Poverty In Namibia is Man-made - Kavekotora
n

Hertha Ekandjo

Rally for Democracy and Progress (RDP)
leader Mike Kavekotora says poverty in
Namibia was man-made and created by
the executive arm of the state.
He stressed that government should stop
blaming the apartheid regime for poverty
in the country.
Kaveketora said this during the national
assembly session on Wednesday in
Windhoek.
"It is a myth and a cheap excuse to blame
the South African apartheid regime for
poverty in Namibia 32 years down the
line," he said.
According to him, the government
strategy to fight poverty through social
grants has been proven not to work and is
unsustainable.
He noted that the administrative power
that has been invested in the country's
people was delegated to the executive arm
to run government affairs exclusively in
the interest of the country's citizens.

"It is doubtful and unlikely that today's
government is endearing to that delegated
obligation. That explains why millions of
Namibians are swimming in the pool of
poverty while living in a rich country like
ours," Kavekotora noted.
He stressed that this was one of the reasons
why the gap between the rich and the poor
kept widening. "That also explains why
according to the World Bank estimates,
Namibia's Gini coefficient is second
highest in the world".
The RDP leader stated that Swapo needed
to face the nation and explain to the people
how it had spent taxpayers' money, how it
applied the country's resources and who
benefited from them.
Furthermore, Kavekotora mentioned that
there was a need for the government to
clarify to its people why resources were not
being used to fight poverty, unemployment
and other social challenges.
"The probability is very high that taxpayers'
money is being misappropriated and
fraudulently misdirected through tenders

and projects initiated by the government
and other institutions through unsolicited
means," he expressed.
He argued that approximately N$47
million was paid over to a London lawyer
in the name of the Ovaherero/Nama
genocide, "but while the work was being
done by the queen council's lawyer, a
Namibian 'briefcase laywer' was planted
there and a significant amount of the N$47
million was paid over to that briefcase
lawyer," said the leader.
He further noted that it was "not difficult"
to speculate for whose benefit that was
done.

Fishrot Scandal
"We all know how meticulously that
project was planned and for the benefit of
a few individuals. It is now alleged that
the Swapo party was also a beneficiary!"
Kavekotora exclaimed.
RDP stated that self-enrichment and the use
of official positions for self-gratification
has now become a culture and an adopted

norm of the government.
According to Kavekotora, the only way
to understand the objective and real
world behind the scene was to subject the
government tenders and projects to a value
of money so that it can explain the the
difference between the initial cost of the
project and the final project price.
"Some of the questionable projects that
need further investigations, such as the
Walvis Bay old storage, an inflated project
from an estimated N$3.4 billion to around
N$7.4 billion, which is a jump of over 110
per cent. The Neckartal dam was inflated
from N$5.2 billion to N$7.8 billion, almost
a 50 per cent increase from the initial cost,"
he highlighted.
In August, during the Heroes Day that was
commemorated in Mariental, President
Hage Geingob said the country's current
high poverty rate was a repercussion of
the apartheid system that Namibia became
independent from 32 years ago.
During that time, Geingob said the effect of
the dehumanising policy of apartheid was

still visible today in the form of widespread
abject poverty among the Namibians.
Geingob noted that the world bank cited
that 1.6 million Namibians lived in poverty
last year.
The government previously said that it had
lifted more than 70 per cent of the country's
population out of extreme poverty since
independence.
Gini index in Namibia was reported at
59.1 in 2015, according to the World Bank
collection of development indicators,
compiled from officially recognised
sources. Namibia - GINI index - actual
values, historical data, forecasts and
projections were sourced from the World
Bank on September of 2022.
Gini index measures the extent to which
the distribution of income (or, in some
cases, consumption expenditure) among
individuals or households within an
economy deviates from a perfectly equal
distribution.

We’re about you

NHP Medical Aid Fund, Namibia’s leading medical aid
fund. PMR.africa Diamond Arrow Award winner for
excellence in the Namibian medical aid industry for
12 consecutive years (2010 to 2021).
Contact Devano Beukes at tel 081 2317 650 or email beukesd@medscheme.com.na today to
become a member of NHP, Namibia’s leading medical aid fund.
tel 061 285 5400
website www.nhp.com.na
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Diamond Arrow Award
Highest rated medical aid in Namibia: 2010 - 2021
Highest rated institution demonstrating exceptional
managerial and corporate governance in Namibia
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Gondwana Moonraker BIG Coalition Pro Bono Concert
Aims to End Poverty
Ridge Trail Run a
Success

n
n

Staff Writer

About 140 participants took part in the
first Gondwana Moonraker Ridge Trail
Run just outside Windhoek on Saturday,
17 September 2022.
The starting gun for the longer distances
went off promptly at 07h00 at the
Moonraker Outdoor Adventure Rest camp,
followed by a staggered start of the 5km
fun run.
The 20, 10 and 5km trails led over
challenging terrain, through riverbeds,
valleys and over hills, sometimes even
cross-country.
Two runners in the 20 km distance phrased
it like this: "It felt like it was uphill all the
way."
Despite the strenuous route the runners of
the 20 km race remained in good spirits.
While the runners followed the wellmarked trails in the 2 000-hectare nature
reserve, their non-running family members
and companions treated themselves to a
delicious cup of coffee at the Moonraker
Rest camp.
Walking around the farm, the children
were delighted to see the many animals
that call it home and generously gave out
pats. Those who were brave enough were
allowed to take a turn on horseback.
Some farm animals were out early in the
morning, eyeing the runners curiously.
It didn't take long for the first runners
to arrive at the finish line. The top three
women and men in the 10 and 20km runs
received generous value vouchers from
Gondwana Collection Namibia. Detailed
information and results of the Gondwana
Moonraker Ridge Trail Run can be found

here. The participants of the 5km fun
run participated in a lucky draw for the
Gondwana value vouchers.
The winners of the 20km men’s race: Frans
Amakali (3rd), Willie van Zyl (1st) and
Jaco van den Berg (2nd).
SPAR
Namibia
provided
water,
refreshments and helpers for the water
points, as well as ten shopping vouchers
worth N$250 each which were raffled
among all participants.
Nova 103.5, as media partner, provided
entertainment and good humour with its
live broadcast and music; and OSH-Med
international was on hand for medical
emergencies.
The Moonraker team provided food and
drink and a relaxed social gathering after
the race.
“We are very grateful and also surprised
that so many runners joined our first ever
Gondwana Moonraker Ridge Trail Run,”
says Jes Bekker, Gondwana’s Group
Brand & Marketing Manager. “We are
happy that all in all, the event ran smoothly
and all runners arrived safely at the finish
line. We experienced some organizational
challenges and are ready to improve on
them for next year's trail run.”
Moonraker Outdoor Adventure Rest camp
offers fun and relaxation for the whole
family.
Whether it's hiking, bird watching, mule
rides, mountain biking or meeting and
petting farm animals, there's plenty to keep
you busy.
Day visitors are welcome, and overnight
stays are also available. Moonraker is
located 20 km east of Windhoek at the foot
of the picturesque Auas Mountains.

Uakutura Kambaekua

The Basic Income Grant Coalition of
Namibia festival under the theme "Basic
Income Grant is basic Humanism" is set
for Saturday at Zoo Park's Amphitheatre in
Windhoek as the coalition joins the rest of
the world in celebrating the 15th week of
the international BIG week.
The #NoOneIsLeftOutFestival is a free
festival which aims to mobilise Namibian
artists and the public to unite in observing
the 15th anniversary of the International
Basic Income Grant Week.
Confirming the festival to the Villager,
BIG Coalition representative Rinaani
Musutua said the festival's purpose is to
call to action by creating a poverty-free
society, thus reminding the government of
its promises of poverty eradication.
"We are joining our voices together to
spread a call to action in the context of
what we can do to leave no one behind
by creating a poverty-free society. The
hashtag reminded President Geingob of his
promise to the Namibian people in 2015
when he said he would "eradicate poverty"
and that "nobody in the Namibian house
should be left out in the efforts to eradicate
poverty," said Musutua.
She also stated that the festival would act
as a tool for advocating for a basic income
grant as the most efficient way to eradicate
poverty and inequality.
"The #NoOneIsLeftOut festival is
organised by the basic income grant of
Namibia to observe the international basic
income grant week, which has the purpose
of advocating for a basic income grant as
the most efficient way used to eradicate
poverty and inequality. We are observing
the 15th international basic income grant
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week, which is why we organise the basic
income grant, which is organised to call
to action against poverty and to remind
the government and the president of the
promises he made to eradicate poverty.
The promises have never been kept,"
narrated Musutua.
Musutua blasted the government for doing
little to address economic disparities
among citizens, noting that more than 1.6
million of the country's population still
live in abject poverty.
She also called on the government to
convert the Harambee cash bank into a
universal basic income grant whereby
each Namibian from age zero to 59 would
receive N$500 per month as the most costefficient way through which Namibia can
reduce poverty and inequality.
"We have managed to get some funding
from international and local funders who
made this pro bono event possible. It
will be a free event with a lot of music,
traditional music, brass bands and a
fashion show. We are doing this because
we believe the government is still not doing
enough to help the Namibian people, we
have 1.6 million poor people in Namibia,
and nothing has been done to remedy the
situation. What the government has done is
to turn the food Harambee food bank into
a cash bank which is only given to about
45 000 Namibians. That's only two per
cent of the population, so that is just a drop
in the ocean. We want the government
to convert that Harambee cash bank into
a universal basic income grant whereby
each Namibian from age zero to 59 would
receive 500 per month, and that is the most
cost-efficient way through which Namibia
can reduce poverty and inequality," she
noted.

According to Musutua, the festival will
feature Cota Mushe, Ou Billem, Maranatha,
Banger Drums, Tashen, Franklin, Tapz
and Hartley Drums. To freshen up
the Namibian music scene, upcoming
musicians will also feature at the festival,
including Elle Mwanaka Chokwe, Namlife
style, Star Keys, YMZ, Rock Star Wetu,
Rap King, Gaddess, Ori, Cutty (cutti3),
Mareo and SamZoo, Hosei Legitimate
and Dope Dance Boys. Other activities
include a brass band performance, fashion
show, children's entertainment, traditional
dances, poetry, drama, SME stalls selling
"Made in Namibia" beauty products,
fashion, and traditional food.
Additionally, Musutua said the coalition
would use the festival to urge the Namibian
youth to rally behind the BIG Coalition
in the fight against poverty and demand
unconditional BIG as a right.
"With a 50% youth unemployment rate,
it is mainly the youth who are affected
by poverty and hence, should be the ones
demanding humanitarian relief from the
state," she added.
To protect the society from being torn
apart by social tensions caused by social
and economic disparities, Musutua
further called on President Geingob to
tackle the crisis with new and innovative
measures such as the universal Basic
Income Grant (BIG) of N$500/person/
month for all Namibians aged 0-59. "This
has been scientifically validated to be
the most efficient way to reduce poverty
and inequality in Namibia," concluded
Musutua.
The basic income grant is a periodic cash
payment unconditionally delivered to
everyone individually, without means-test
or work requirement.

LOCAL BUSINESS

Telecom Donates to Kavango
West Shack Dwellers

n

Staff Writer

The Shack Dwellers Federation from
Katjinakatji and Murarani received a
donation of zinc (roofing materials) to the
value of N$50 000 at a handover ceremony
held at the Mankumpi Constituency Office.
The handover took place on 13 September
2022, under the theme “Provision
of housing to the needy is a shared
responsibility”.
The two shack dwellers associations of
Katjinakatji and Mururani were established
in 2021 to save money to construct brick
houses for ten beneficiaries. Similarly, the
beneficiaries also identified needy persons
who could not contribute to the federation
to benefit from housing assistance.
Telecom Namibia Head of Corporate
Communications and Public Relations,
Nomvula Kambinda, said as a responsible
corporate citizen, Telecom Namibia is
cognizant of the fact that the Government
cannot meet the needs of all citizens alone.
She added that the organisation understands
its role in society and thus decided to
provide much-needed assistance to the
communities of Katjinakatji and Murarani.
“Telecom Namibia is aware of the plight
of the destitute and needy members of
our society and understands that access to
affordable housing/shelter is a basic human
right, not a privilege. Adequate housing is

essential to one’s sense of dignity, safety,
inclusion, and ability to contribute to
the fabric of our neighbourhoods and
societies. We hope this donation brings
relief and makes a difference in the
lives of the Katjinakatji and Murarani
communities. It warms our hearts to
know that we can make a difference in
the lives of our fellow citizens. Similarly,
we hope our contribution inspires other
businesses to come onboard by donating to
various vulnerable communities across the
country,” Kambinda said.
Hon. Lukas Sinimbo Muha, Regional
Councillor at the Mankumpi Constituency
in the Kavango West Region, thanked
Telecom Namibia for the donation and
assured the organisation that this donation
would be put to good use by ensuring
that the inhabitants of these communities
receive the much-needed shelter.
Telecom Namibia remains committed
to the social and economic growth and
development of the people of Namibia.
Telecom assures its stakeholders and the
Namibian community that Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) is integral to
the company’s corporate culture.
“By carrying out our corporate and
social responsibilities, we strive to build
and foster harmonious relationships and
provide benefits to the communities in
which we operate,” Kambinda said.

The Importance of Assisting Platforms
That Stimulate the Economy

n

Martin D. Shaanika

The recent pandemic has put much on
hold and, in many cases, shown us that
platforms to showcase products and
services play a significant role in brand
awareness and increasing service delivery.
Participating in showcasing efforts enables
start-ups and well-established corporations
to develop and thrive by showcasing their
goods and services to a large audience
who might not typically have the time to
explore what the organisations have to
benefit them.
We can now demonstrate what we do and
how it will help consumers and potential
consumers through platforms such as the
Windhoek Agricultural Show.
Namibia boasts a population of under
3 million, and it is critical to support
initiatives that strive to boost the economy
through trade and networking.
Referring once more to the pandemic,
much isolation has caused a greater need
now than ever to network and appreciate
platforms put on hold due to social
distancing and the severity of the killer
virus. We will now be able to connect
with more businesses and consumers and
develop stronger collaborations which
we have missed out on over the past two
years. Our businesses will once more have
an opportunity to put in the effort to utilise
networking events as such, to gain new
prospectus and allow that personal touch
to elevate customer relations further.
As much as digital platforms have boomed
during the lockdown, we must admit,
from an African point of view especially,
that personal interaction remains more
impactful. From networking spaces, we
can once more engage from a "peoples'

point" of view with more compassion and
understanding.
In our industry, especially the insurance
sector, much one-on-one is celebrated
before committing financially and offers
insightful information to drive the financial
literacy narrative further. The value of
similar sectors rubbing shoulders and
engaging not only in serious discussions
but through stakeholder networks that
grant another side of co-operation and
collaboration.
From a consumer point of view, this is
no better space than to shop under one
umbrella in the comfort of their own time.
It is the same reason Namforce decided
to utilise face-to-face consultations on a
public platform to make it easier for its
customers and potential customers. This
diverse exhibition space saves people
time and money by enabling them to
access various services and goods in one
location. Customers are more engaged
since showcasing activities gives them a
platform to quickly learn about the goods
and services available, enquire more, and
be more convinced about their options. As
corporates, it is essential to applaud such
organisations and support other exhibitors
to ensure that our Namibian economy is
invested on our own and stays within our
borders.
It was evident how dependent Namibia
was in terms of imports and export during
a lockdown; therefore, building a culture
of buying and purchasing more Namibianowned products will help us support our
service delivery. This may still take time
as we are barely trying to recover from
many setbacks over these past few years,
but through venues that call for Namibian
companies to sell and trade under one roof,

it should be embraced even more.
Therefore, Namforce has decided to hold
hands with other corporates/exhibitors to
be at this year's Windhoek Agricultural
Show to further sensitise the public about
financial literacy. Not only financial
literacy but what vehicles have been
designed to help them, especially in such
uncertain times that we are living in. Our
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qualified team will be able to walk through
and show attendees the importance of
saving and securing a comfortable future
with products that have been customised
to assist them. We boast of being a fully
Namibian-owned life insurance company
and will continue to fulfil our mandate
to educate our Namibians and lend that
helping hand to reduce financial distress in

a society that escalated through this global
pandemic. We trust that all corporates
this year and attendees will support us in
numbers to understand the significance of
our ever-growing industry through fully
supporting collaboration and investment
in our own.
*Martin D. Shaanika is Namforce's
Managing Director

LOCAL BUSINESS

Municipal Debt Write-off Proposal

n

Josef Kefas Sheehama

The Landless People's Movement (LPM)
has tabled a motion in the National
Assembly requesting NamWater and
NamPower to write off local authorities'
debts. The Local authorities owe about
N$1 billion to NamWater and over N$807
million to NamPower.
The fundamental problem confronting
Namibia's local authorities, especially
those managing big towns, is the widening
gap between the availability of financial
resources and municipal spending needs.
One of the main reasons for this increasing
fiscal gap is the rapid growth of urban
populations, which creates an everincreasing demand for public services, new
public infrastructure, and maintenance.
The local authorities have long been taken
as just another office, thereby diminishing
their true role. It is a common practice
amongst most municipalities when
preparing their annual budgets to overstate
or inflate revenue projections, either to
reflect a surplus or, on the surface, to show
that excess expenditure requirements are
adequately covered by revenues to be
collected. Therefore, the revenue estimates
are seldom underpinned by realistic or
realisable revenue assumptions, resulting
in municipalities not being able to collect
this revenue and, as a result finding
themselves in cash flow difficulties. Should
such situations arise, municipalities must
adjust expenditure downwards to ensure
sufficient cash to meet these commitments.
It will not happen. Local authorities
should be viable without depending on
the government. The anticipated writeoffs will encourage municipalities and
ratepayers not to pay bills, deepening the
malaise in the respective SOEs already
saddled with bad debt.
The elderly, unemployed and disabled
people are among those who experience
the greatest difficulties in their daily
life. Many have low incomes and,
consequently, low quality of life. They are
often excluded from the labour pool, the
market place and the city's social networks
because of their inability to traverse the
towns. Indeed, the problems of elderly
and disabled people are persistent because
they suffer multiple deprivations, which do
not respond well to single-issue policies.
Therefore, local authorities should provide
the figures to NamPower and NamWater
to enable their debts to be cancelled. The
advances in human rights and national
goals for social equity have stressed the
value of all human resources, including
elderly, unemployed and disabled people.
Therefore, it is important to develop

strategies for improving living conditions
for elderly, unemployed and disabled
people. Disabled and elderly people face
the risk of having a lower standard of life
than their counterparts of equal social
class living in similar neighbourhoods.
Moreover, workers should be allowed
to withdraw a portion of their pension.
The rises in energy prices hugely affect
discretionary spending power after
households have paid their rent or
mortgages, food bills and utilities such as
water. This rise in prices is considerably
higher than the increase in average
earnings. Inflation is something that bites
people's household income. I'm sure
they're already feeling that in terms of
prices that are going up. Employers are
unlikely to compensate their staff for this
extra and might limit pay raises.
Additionally, as inflation rises, it erodes
the spending power of your hard-earned
cash. So, making sure your money is
working hard for you is essential. But
it's almost impossible to find a savings
account to beat inflation at the moment.
Everyone will be hit, and it will feel like a
big squeeze. It will feel like a catastrophe
for lower-income households if nothing
changes. The ruling, if left uncontested,

will not only disrupt the country but will
further suppress economic recovery,
considering the current threat the country's
economy is facing.
That's obviously where the political
response ought to focus, but many middleincome people will also struggle quite
a lot with the kind of rise in bills they're
going to see. The whole country will
feel squeezed throughout 2022, and lowincome households will struggle most
to deal with that. Also, when inflation
gets too hot, the government might shift
toward a contractionary fiscal policy.
These measures, such as hiking interest
rates and increasing the cost of borrowing,
could slow economic activity and depress
standard prices.
In the case of local authorities, it
purchases electricity and water to sell to its
consumers. It also has to collect waste or
outsource the service at a cost and render
sanitation services such as purifying water
and treating sewerage. It must generate
sufficient revenue to close the gap between
the allocation it receives from the fiscus and
the budget it sets out for service delivery.
If a municipality is like a business, then it
must be run like one. Any company must
have a revenue model to determine how
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its income is generated and to detail the
makeup.
It is essential to understand this revenue
is generated and the key levers of the
revenue value chain that must be managed
closely. Like any business, understanding
the product lines and the sales thereof is
crucial for ensuring that the sales plan is
executed and that the revenue is generated
accordingly. Local authorities need the
capacity and political will to implement
reforms. Additionally, they should generate
political support among urban constituents
to introduce the necessary legal and
institutional changes to increase revenue.
Many people have taken advantage of
the poorly managed indigent registers in
municipalities, thus receiving free services
meant for the poor, causing huge losses
in revenue to municipalities. There are
cost-effective ways of monitoring indigent
registers through lifestyle audits using data
from information from various sources.
It is also important to monitor the level
of consumption of free essential services
by those approved as indigent so that they
consume within the allowable threshold to
avoid non-payment for rendered services.
Local authorities need to keep open and

warm relations with the public. When
customers are kept close, they tend to
empathise with the suppliers and develop
an affinity with them. This affinity will
stir the urgent need to pay the invoice
or statement the moment it reaches the
customers. The municipalities can build
this relationship between itself and its
customers by responding expediently to
their service needs, resolving any queries,
making it easy for customers to pay the
municipality and, if necessary, reminding
them to pay their bills.
To this end, local authorities also show little
fiscal effort in raising their revenues from
non-poor households and businesses and
from charging for services. Consequently,
these municipalities are increasingly
becoming dependent on government
bailouts by asking for a permanent writeoff.
Therefore, given that effective fiscal
decentralisation requires meaningful
revenue autonomy, the country must
first ask how much revenue autonomy is
needed. The local authorities fully know
people's constitutional right to water and
electricity access. Therefore, these motions
must be addressed to the grassroots before
debts are written off.
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COVID pandemic created immunisation gaps in
Africa. Over half a million children are at risk

n

Edina Amponsah-Dacosta

The COVID pandemic exposed the fault lines in health
systems and national routine immunisation programmes
around the world.
A recent World Health Organization (WHO) report showed
that the pandemic fuelled the largest sustained decline in
childhood vaccine coverage rates.
These declines threaten to undo the exceptional efforts
made in preventing and controlling the devastating
burden of vaccine preventable diseases globally. Routine
immunisation has prevented two to three million deaths
yearly. Of the lives saved, 800,000 were in the Africa
region. Routine immunisation has led to a drastic reduction
in diseases like neonatal tetanus and measles. And bacterial
meningitis (type A) and polio have virtually been eliminated
across the continent.
The repercussions of the pandemic on routine immunisation
programmes in the African region are yet to be fully
realised. What we do know so far is that the pandemic
has resulted in substantial disruptions to national routine
immunisation programmes. As a result, the continent
is seeing an increased number of outbreaks of vaccine
preventable diseases.
African countries had nearly eliminated the deadly form
of meningitis type A. But a four-month-long meningitis
outbreak was reported in the Democratic Republic of
Congo in 2021. It accounted for 2,665 cases, claiming 205
lives. This resurgence has been linked with the suspension
of meningitis vaccination campaigns at the height of the
COVID pandemic. In February 2022, Malawi reported its
first wild case of poliovirus type 1 in 30 years. A second case
followed in Mozambique three months later. The outbreaks
sparked mass polio vaccination campaigns across southern
Africa.
UNICEF and the WHO have warned of the heightened risk
for measles outbreaks, given widening immunisation gaps.
Currently, Zimbabwe is contending with a devastating
measles outbreak. Within five months, there have been
6,551 confirmed measles cases and 704 related deaths.

These emerging outbreaks are a matter of great concern. They
call for urgent and sustained public health interventions. Unless
these are put in place, the compounding effects of the pandemic
could derail regional progress towards the global immunisation
targets that secure the health and wellbeing of infants and
children.
The resurgence of deadly vaccine preventable diseases
underscores the importance of maintaining high vaccination
coverage rates. Children everywhere must have access to all the
recommended lifesaving vaccines they need. The disruptions
observed during the COVID pandemic also highlight the
importance of establishing resilient health systems. Systems
must be able to withstand acute and prolonged shocks while
delivering essential health services like immunisation
programmes.
Immunisation before COVID
It is important to contextualise the performance of routine
immunisation programmes within the African region. Even
before the pandemic, the African region was already contending
with a precarious situation.
For one, an estimated 30.7 million children under five continue
to suffer from vaccine preventable diseases. These include
rotavirus diarrhoea, pneumonia, pertussis and measles. Of these
children, more than 520,000 die each year because of poor
access to essential immunisation services.
The continent’s health systems have to manage on average 150
cases of disease outbreaks and other public health emergencies
every year. These range from armed conflicts to climate-related
disasters (including flooding, drought, and famine) and disease
outbreaks. National routine immunisation programmes have had
to function in this context.
The pandemic widened immunisation gaps
On the continent the pandemic has substantially disrupted
national routine immunisation programmes. In many countries
health systems were forced to divert limited resources to combat
the pandemic. This often left immunisation services vulnerable.
At the height of the pandemic, several countries reported
having to suspend vaccination services. There were disruptions
to vaccine supply chains which led to stockouts. The number
of people taking up immunisation services declined due to
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restrictions on public gathering. Many people also feared being
exposed to the virus at health facilities.
A good measure of the COVID-related disruptions to
immunisation programmes is the coverage of the three doses
of the diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (DTP3) vaccine. The WHO
uses the coverage of DTP3 to monitor access to immunisation
services and measure the performance of broader health systems.
The WHO report shows that the COVID-19 pandemic
contributed to a general decline in DTP3 coverage globally –
irrespective of economic power or income level.
In Africa, national immunisation programmes in several
countries maintained optimal performance, achieving DTP3
coverage rates above 90%. These included Algeria, Botswana,
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Mauritius,
Namibia, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Zambia.
Of concern, however, are the 29 countries that recorded coverage
of less than 90%, creating substantial immunisation gaps.
The increased misinformation and disinformation during the
pandemic also led to some decline in public trust and confidence
in immunisation services. This has significantly affected vaccine
demand.
Charting a way forward
The pandemic provides useful lessons on the importance of
continuously strengthening health systems and “crisis-proofing”
national routine immunisation programmes.
COVID-19 has been a catalyst for renewed political interest in
immunisation programmes. But this must be followed up with
regional solidarity to re-prioritise routine immunisation in the
national and regional public health agendas.
National governments will have the responsibility to secure
and sustain donor funding while increasing domestic financial
commitments that will fill the funding gaps for national
immunisation programmes. This is in line with the declarations
they have endorsed.
But most importantly, there’s a need to intensify demand for
vaccines and immunisation programmes. This is critical to build
back public confidence and trust in vaccines and immunisation
services in a post-COVID world.
Edina Amponsah-Dacosta
Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Vaccines for Africa Initiative,
University of Cape Town
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HEALTH

'Truly remarkable' drug helps
motor neurone disease
n

James Gallagher

Scientists say they have slowed and
even reversed some of the devastating
and relentless decline caused by motorneurone disease (MND).
The treatment works in only 2% of
patients but has been described as "truly
remarkable" and a "real moment of hope"
for the whole disease.
One leading expert said it was the first
time she had seen patients improve - but
this is not a cure. The MND Association
said there was "mounting confidence" in
the therapy.
MND, also known as amyotrophic-lateral
sclerosis (ALS), is caused by the death of
the nerves that carry messages from the
brain to people's muscles. It affects their
ability to move, talk and even breathe.
The disease dramatically shortens people's
lives and most die within two years of
being diagnosed.
Les Wood, 68, from South Yorkshire, was
the first British patient in the international
trial, published in the New England Journal
of Medicine. MND had forced him, an
electrician, and his wife, Val, a nurse, to
give up their careers, as walking and using
his hands became more difficult.
A mutation in a specific part of his genetic
code leads to the production of a toxic
form of the protein SOD1, which kills
motor neurones. These mutations cause
about 2% of MND cases but one in five of
those that run in families.
The trial on 108 people, funded by
pharmaceutical company Biogen, used an
innovative type of medicine called gene
silencing. The drug tofersen effectively

mutes the defective DNA so less SOD1 is
produce
The treatment requires monthly lumbar
punctures, in which a needle is passed
between the bones in the spine to put the
drug directly into the spinal fluid.
After six months of therapy, those getting
the drug had lower levels of SOD1 but
were physically no better.
After a year, however, it was slowing the
pace of the disease - and some patients'
symptoms improved.
Les had his first dose in 2016 - and in
home videos recorded a year later, he
said: "I could genuinely say, hand-onheart, I felt better."I actually walked in
the house, without sticks, I thought, 'This
drug's working.'" Now, he says: "MND
is a progressive disease - so although my
symptoms have continued to worsen,
I would not be without the drug and the
difference I know it has made to my
quality of life."
For Prof Dame Pamela Shaw, the director
of the Neuroscience Institute, in Sheffield,
and a veteran of more than 25 clinical
trials in the disease, this was something
incredible.
She told me: "This is the first where
patients participating have reported
improvement in their motor function - 'I
can walk without my sticks. I can go up my
garden steps, which I haven't been able to
do for two years. I can write my Christmas
cards this year, which I couldn't do last
year.'" The results were a "real moment of
hope" and the start of a "new era" in which
we can expect progress in other forms of
MND too.
In the early stages, the researchers say,

the drug is stopping further damage. It
cannot lead to the formation of new motor
neurones and the remaining ones may be
taking a year to recover and form new
connections with muscle tissue.
"It may take time for people to heal from
the damage that has already been caused,"
said Dr Timothy Miller, the principal
investigator, at Washington University.
"The vast majority of people living with
ALS experience a relentlessly progressive
downhill course, so the stabilisation of
function is truly remarkable."
The treatment directly targets the
fundamental cause of this type of MND so
it will do nothing for the 98% of patients
without the SOD1 mutation - although, it
is hoped the other mutations, in more than
30 different genes, implicated could be
targeted in a similar way.
"The approach used, of reducing proteins
harmful in MND, is likely to have wider
applications for more common types of
MND," said Prof Chris McDermott, of
University of Sheffield.
Tofersen is being considered for regulatory
approval in the US and provided free in
the UK ahead of a decision on whether the
NHS should pay for it.
MND Association research director Dr
Brian Dickie said the treatment had the
"potential to deliver a significant benefit"
for a relatively rare group of people with
the disease.
The big question, he added, was whether
to give the drug in the earliest stages of
the disease, when it "may be even more
effective", or even to healthy people with
the SOD1 mutation to "prevent the onset
of disease".
-BBC

Cancer death rates fall steadily in the US,
with more survivors than ever
n

Carma Hassan

More people are surviving cancer than ever
before in the United States, according to a
new report from the American Association
for Cancer Research.
In the past three years, the number of
cancer survivors in the US – defined as
living people who have had a cancer
diagnosis – increased by more than a
million. There are 18 million survivors
in the US as of January, with that number
expected to increase to 26 million by 2040,
the association said. The report notes
that there were only 3 million US cancer
survivors in 1971.
For all cancers combined, the five-year
overall survival rate has increased from
49% in the mid-1970s to nearly 70% from
2011 to 2017, the most recent years for
which data is available.
The overall cancer death rate, adjusted for
age, continues to drop, with reductions
between 1991 and 2019 translating into
nearly 3.5 million deaths avoided, the
association said.
Declines in smoking and improvements
in catching and treating cancer early
are driving the change, according to the
AACR Cancer Progress Report 2022,
released Wednesday.
Dr. Lisa Coussens, president of the
association, said in a statement that part of
the credit goes to an investment in research
– both for treatments and for understanding
the disease.
“Targeted therapies, immunotherapy,
and other new therapeutic approaches
being applied clinically all stem from
fundamental discoveries in basic science,”
she said. “Investment in cancer science, as
well as support for science education at all
levels, is absolutely essential to drive the
next wave of discoveries and accelerate

progress.”
For example, between August 1 and July
31, the US Food and Drug Administration
approved eight anticancer therapeutics,
expanded the use of 10 previously
approved medications to treat new cancer
types, and approved two diagnostic
imaging agents, Coussens said at a news
conference Wednesday.
Increased funding for cancer research is
a cornerstone of President Joe Biden’s
relaunched Cancer Moonshot initiative.
Biden – who lost a son to brain cancer
– said this month that his goal is to cut
cancer death rates in the United States by
at least half in the next 25 years.
“Cancer does not discriminate red and
blue. It doesn’t care if you’re Republican
or Democrat. Beating cancer is something
we can do together,” said Biden, who
initially helmed the initiative when he was
vice president under Obama.
The new report urges Congress to fully
fund and support Biden’s goal to “end
cancer as we know it.”
“The reignited Cancer Moonshot will
provide an important framework to
improve cancer prevention strategies;
increase cancer screenings and early
detection; reduce cancer disparities; and
propel new lifesaving cures for patients
with cancer,” the report says, adding that
the “actions will transform cancer care,
increase survivorship, and bring lifesaving
cures to the millions of people whose lives
are touched by cancer.”
Although nearly 3.5 million cancer deaths
were avoided between 1991 and 2019,
more than 600,000 people in the US are
still expected to die from cancer this year,
according to the association.
“In the United States alone, the number
of new cancer cases diagnosed each year
is expected to reach nearly 2.3 million by

2040,” the report says.
About 40% of cancer cases in the US are
attributable to preventable risk factors,
such as smoking, drinking too much
alcohol, eating a poor diet, not exercising
enough and being obese, according to the
report.
But there are also ongoing challenges such
as health disparities that affect racial and
ethnic minorities and barriers to health care
such as limited health insurance coverage
and living in rural areas.
In a recorded statement played at the news
conference, US Rep. Nikema Williams
said she learned after her mother died of
cancer that “health care in America is not a

The Villager

10

human right yet.”
“We have two health care systems in this
country: one for people who can afford
preventative services and quality treatment
and one for everyone else,” said Williams,
a Democrat from Georgia.
The reversal of Roe v. Wade is also
expected to affect cancer care by limiting
health care options for pregnant women
with cancer, the report said.
“With the recent Supreme Court decision
to overturn Roe v. Wade, which ends
the constitutional right to an abortion,
there is uncertainty surrounding how a
particular cancer treatment may lead to
the termination of a pregnancy. Such

uncertainty may prohibit some physicians
from prescribing a drug or performing
other health services in a timely manner
due to the potential legal consequences for
both physician and mother,” according to
the report.
The Covid-19 pandemic had an effect on
cancer in the US, with nearly 10 million
breast, colorectal and prostate cancer
screenings missed in 2020.
The report offers recommendations to build
on the progress and regain momentum.
“Making progress to end cancer means
more birthdays, more Christmases, more
graduations and everyday moments for
families everywhere,” Williams said.
-CNN

BUSINESS NEWS

Germany nationalises gas giant
amid energy crisis

n

Christy Cooney

Germany is to nationalise gas giant Uniper
in an effort to secure energy supplies amid
the war in Ukraine.
The deal will see the German government
take on a 98.5% stake in the firm at a cost
of €8.5bn (£7.4bn).
Germany is Europe's biggest importer of
Russian gas, and has been particularly
squeezed as Russia has reduced supplies
in recent months.
Chief executive Klaus-Dieter Maubach
said the deal would help Uniper's role as
"a system-critical energy supplier".
Before Russia invaded Ukraine it supplied
Europe with about 40% of its natural gas,
and it has responded to Western sanctions
by gradually cutting off supplies.
At the start of this month, Russia halted
supplies through the Nord Stream 1
pipeline, claiming repairs were needed but later said flow would not resume until
sanctions were lifted.
Uniper, which operates gas, coal, and
hydro plants across Europe and is currently
controlled by Finnish state-owned energy
company Fortum, is the biggest buyer of
Russian gas in Germany.
In recent months it has had to replace
Russian supplies with alternatives from
the open market, where prices have soared.
Fortum said Uniper had accumulated close
to €8.5bn (£7.4bn) in gas-related losses
"and cannot continue to fulfil its role as a

critical provider of security of supply as a
privately-owned company".
"The role of gas in Europe has
fundamentally changed since Russia
attacked Ukraine, and so has the outlook
for a gas-heavy portfolio," Fortum chief
executive Markus Rauramo said in a
statement.
"As a result, the business case for an
integrated group is no longer viable."
The price of shares in Uniper, which also
owns the coal-fired Ratcliffe-on-Soar
power station in Nottinghamshire, has
fallen by more than 90% in the past year.
Under the terms of the deal, the German
government will buy Fortum's shares in
Uniper for €500m (£437m) and inject
€8bn (£7bn) of cash into the business.
Some assets in Russia will also come
under Germany's control, a government
spokesperson said, adding that it was still
being decided what would be done with
them.
The government had already agreed to
take on a 30% stake of Uniper as part of a
bailout agreement in July.
Earlier this month, it also entered
discussions with another major gas
supplier, VNG, over a possible bailout
package.
Economy minister Robert Habeck said
nationalising Uniper was a "necessary"
step that would help "ensure security of
supply for Germany".
He also said that, despite the loss of
Russian supplies, Germany had succeeded

in filling its gas storage facilities to over
90% capacity ahead of winter.
"This means that, as a whole, we have
coped quite well with the situation,"
he said. "But for Uniper the situation
became significantly more dramatic and
significantly worse."
A gas surcharge of 2.4 euro cents per
kilowatt hour is also set to come into effect
on October 1 and remain in place until
April 2024.

Mr Habeck said the levy on consumers
would make sure the country's energy
providers remained viable.
"The state will… do everything necessary
to keep companies stable on the market at
all times," he said.
At the start of September, Germany
introduced a series of measures intended
to cut energy use and stave off shortages
over the coming months.
Businesses are no longer allowed to
keep their doors open throughout the
day to reduce the need for heating, and
illuminated advertising must be switched
off after 10pm.
The halls and corridors of most public
buildings will no longer be heated, and
offices can only be heated to a maximum
of 19C.
In July, energy ministers across Europe
also agreed to reduce their natural gas
consumption by 15%.
-BBC

VEHICLE COOLING:

•RADIATOR •A/C CONDENSORS
•INTERCOOLERS •FAN ASSEMBLY
& BLADES ETC.

SUSPENSION & STEERING:

Now Selling High Quality aftermarket Auto
Body Parts for most makes and models

•RACK & PINIONS •SHOCKS +
MOUNTINGS •TIE RODS •STEERING
KNUCKLES ETC.
crossmember

strut assemble

spindle

steering gear

MacPherson
strut

ball joint

control arms

tie rod

stabilizer bar
engine cradle
(sub frame)

BODY PARTS:

lower control arm

•BUMPER •FENDERS •BONNETS
•DOORS •MIRROR/GLASS •GRILLS
•RADIATOR CRADLES ETC.

LAMPS:

3 NASMITH STREET, SOUTHERN INDUSTRIAL AREA
WINDHOEK, NAMIBIA (OPPOSITE CLUB LONDON)
• Tel.: +264 61 307 073 • Fax: +264 61 307 075
+264 81 852 9296
• Email: sales@globalpartsnamibia.com

•H/LMP •FOG LAMPS •T/LMP
•INDICATORS •REFLECTORS ETC.
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SUBSCRIBE FOR A FREE COPY
BY SENDING YOUR EMAIL AND NUMBER
TO +264 81 200 4144 << CLICK HERE

EAGLE FM
PROGRAMMES
MONDAY

CONTACT DETAILS
DETAILS
CONTACT
Eagle Media House

Eagle Media House
33B John Ludwig Street
33B John Ludwig Street
Klein Windhoek
Klein Windhoek
Office Tel: +264 832888400
Office Tel: +264 832888400
Studio Tel: +264 832888 401
Studio Tel: +264 832888 401
Email: news@eaglefm.com.na
Email: news@eaglefm.com.na

Morning Scoops with Kelvin
05h00-07h00
Unpacking the Day with Wonder
07h00-09h00
Free Your Mind
09h00-11h00
Tech Eagle with Frans
11h00-12h00
Brand Conversation with Dwight
12h00-13h00
On the Radar with Justicia
13h00-14h30

Ookundana Dhingi pamwe na Eba
14h30-16h30
The Home Run with Envaade
16h30-18h30
Business Segment with Dwight
18h30-19h30
Pulling Heart Strings with Elizabeth
19h30-21h00
Omutumwa pamwe na Tate Fly
21h00-23h00
Off the Hook
23h00-02h00
Penge Omhito
02h00-05h00

TO ADVERTISE, CONTACT

TO ADVERTISE

JULIA : Cel: +264 81 848 4264
CONTACT
MONICA:
SALLY
: Cel: +264
81 475 5281
CONTACT
MONICA:
DWIGHT: Cel: +264 81 676 8042

Email: julia@eaglefm.com.na
Cel:
+264
812703727 |
Email: monica@eaglefm.com.na
Email:
sally@eaglefm.com.na
Cel:
+264
812703727 |
Email: monica@eaglefm.com.na
Email: dwight@eaglefm.com.na
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AFRICA

Reserve Bank hikes interest rate once again
giving no reprieve to South African consumers

The economic headwinds that South
Africans continue to face show no signs
of easing as the repurchase agreement rate
(repo rate) has once again been increased.
This comes as the South African Reserve
Bank (Sarb) increased the lending rate on
Thursday.
Sarb governor, Lesetja Kganyago, raised
the benchmark rate by a 75 basis points
increase, following the three-day meeting
of the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC).
This means the current repo rate of 5.5%
will now increase to 6.25%.
The latest hike means that the prime
lending rate in South Africa will increase
to 9.75%, from 9%.
The increase comes after the last hike that
was announced in July earlier this year,
which saw a 75 basis point increase, which
took the repo rate to 5.50% per year.
Kganyago said during his address,
“Russia’s war in Ukraine continues to
impair production and trade of a wide range
of energy, food and other commodities.
The supply of energy to the Euro Area
is limited as winter approaches, placing
immense strain on households, businesses
and governments.”
Economic growth
“This year the Sarb expects the SA
economy to grow by 1.9%, (from 2.0%).
Growth in the first quarter of this year
surprised to the upside, at 1.7%. In the
second quarter, flooding in Kwa-Zulu
Natal and more extensive load-shedding
contributed to a contraction of 0.7%,”
Kganyago said.
The MPC’s interest rate-raising cycle

started in November 2021, after it saw
a period of lowering the rate during the
pandemic.
Earlier in May this year, the MPC increased
the repurchase rate by 50 basis points to
4.75% per year.
Consumer prices in the country are likely
to remain elevated, above the central
bank’s target range for the remainder of
the year, triggering a continuous rise in
interest rates in spite of inflation softening
for the first time since January.
The annual consumer inflation edged
lower to 7.6% in August from 7.8% in July
due to declining fuel prices as the global
oil prices eased.
In August, the price of petrol declined by
R1.32c and diesel by 88 cents per litre,
respectively, in spite of the reintroduction
of the temporary reduction in the general
fuel levy of 75 cents per litre.
Statistics South Africa (Stats SA)
yesterday said fuel prices decreased by
3.8% between July and August, with petrol
falling by 5% and diesel by 0.9%, pushing
the annual rate for fuel down to 43.2%
from 56.2% in July.
However, Stats SA chief director for price
statistics Patrick Kelly said food inflation
remained elevated.
“In contrast to fuel, food inflation
continued upwards. Annual food and nonalcoholic beverages inflation has climbed
significantly from the recent low of 6% in
April this year and has remained above 5%
since October 2020,” Kelly said.
Ahead of the announcement, Frank
Blackmore, Lead Economist at KPMG

South Africa, said, “It is generally
accepted that at least a 75 basis points
increase in the repo rate will take place,
increasing that rate from the current repo
rate 5.5% to 6.25% and therefore the
prime rate increasing from 9% currently
to 9.75%. However, there is an outside
chance that we could increase the report

rate by 1 percentage point to 6.5% leaving
prime at 10% over this period, this is
because we can see inflation continues to
increase throughout the year, ending July
at 7.8% and it is expected that this inflation
is going to increase into the 8% range for
the remainder of the year, even though we
expect month-on-month inflation to start

slowing down, given the fact that your
oil prices are back down to pre-Ukrainian
invasion levels, and serial prices have also
gone down to pre-Ukrainian levels. We
also know that we need to keep in step
with some of our trading partners and a lot
of them are increasing with these sorts of
increments at the same time.”
-IOL

US military says killed 27 al-Shabab
fighters in central Somalia
The United States military has said it killed
27 al-Shabab fighters in Somalia’s central
Hiran region, where the country’s army and
allied forces have launched an offensive
against the group in the last month.
In a statement on Wednesday, the US Africa
Command (AFRICOM) said it carried out
an air strike against al-Shabab fighters who
were attacking Somali military forces near
the town of Buulobarde on September 18.
AFRICOM said no civilians were injured
in what was “the largest combined Somali
and [African Union Transition Mission in
Somalia, ATMIS] offensive operation in
five years”.
The US has been carrying out air strikes
in Somalia against al-Shabab, an armed
group linked to al-Qaeda, for years.
Sunday’s strike in Buulobarde, about
200km (125 miles) north of the capital,
Mogadishu, was the sixth recorded so
far this year, according to the AFRICOM
website.
Residents of the Hiran region say alShabab’s torching of houses, destruction
of wells and killing of civilians, combined
with demands for taxes amidst the worst
drought in 40 years, has pushed locals to
form paramilitary groups to fight alongside
the government.
Earlier this month, al-Shabab fighters
killed at least 19 civilians and destroyed
trucks delivering food aid in an attack in
the area.
Ali Abdulle, a community leader in the
town of Beledweyne, told The Associated
Press news agency by phone that al-Shabab
had made life for residents so miserable

they had to fight back.
“Al-Shabab has burned our villages, blown
up our wells and boreholes, destroyed
telecommunication towers, planted IEDs
[improvised explosive devices] and
murdered civilians indiscriminately,” he
said. “So there is no option left except to
face them.”
Al-Shabab has battled Somalia’s central
government for more than a decade in its

push to establish its own rule based on a
strict interpretation of Islamic law.
An ATMIS spokesperson and Somalia
government officials did not respond to
requests for comment from the Reuters
news agency about Sunday’s air strike.
ATMIS has not publicly acknowledged
any role in the operation, which one local
elder said had captured 10 villages from alShabab in recent weeks.
Rights activists have previously accused
Washington of shrouding its Somalia
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operations
in
secrecy,
potentially
undermining accountability for incidents
involving civilian deaths.
In April, US lawmakers put forward
legislation to prevent civilian harm during
US military operations and increase
transparency around such incidents.
The bills would require the Pentagon
to improve investigations into civilian
deaths, establish a database for such
probes and create a centre to advise the
US government on “best practices for

preventing, mitigating, responding to
civilian harm”.
The legislation also calls for an unclassified
report on how the US Department
of Defense “distinguished between
combatants and civilians in United States
military operations in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Syria, Somalia, Libya, and Yemen since
2001”.
-Al Jazeera

INTERNATIONAL

UN raises funds to salvage oil
tanker ‘time bomb’ off Yemen coast
The United Nations has announced that it
has raised the necessary $75m to salvage
a deteriorating tanker in Yemen, an
emergency operation aimed at averting a
disastrous Red Sea oil spill and a potential
$20bn clean-up.
The decaying 45-year-old FSO Safer, long
used as a floating storage platform and now
abandoned off the rebel-held Yemeni port
of Hodeidah, has not been serviced since
Yemen plunged into civil war in 2014.
United Nations officials last month
warned that the ship, which contains four
times the amount of oil spilt in the Exxon
Valdez disaster in 1989, was a ticking
environmental time bomb requiring
immediate action.
“We are able to announce we have now
pledges and commitment sufficient to
start the FSO Safer salvage operation,”
said David Gressly, the UN resident and
humanitarian coordinator in Yemen and
leader of the global body’s efforts on the
Safer.
“It’s a very key milestone,” he said, adding
that donor pledges have now topped $77m.
The first phase of the salvage operation
would stabilise the FSO Safer and transfer
the oil to another vessel. A second phase
involving long-term storage of the cargo is
estimated to cost another $38m.
“We believe that we could meet that in a
timely fashion,” Gressly said of the cost.

The ship is at severe risk of sinking, with
seawater having entered the abandoned
tanker’s engine compartment in the past
few years, causing damage to pipes.
Rust has covered parts of the tanker and
the inert gas that prevents the tanks from
gathering flammable gases has leaked
out. Experts say maintenance is no longer
possible because the damage to the ship is
irreversible.
The UN, the United States and other
governments, as well as Greenpeace and
other international organisations, have long
warned that a huge release, or explosion,
could disrupt global commercial shipping
through the vital Bab al-Mandeb Strait and
the Suez Canal, causing untold damage to
the global economy.
Civil war
In 2014, the Iran-allied Houthis seized the
capital Sanaa, eventually forcing Yemen’s
then-President Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi
to flee Yemen for Saudi Arabia.
By March 2015, a Saudi-led coalition –
backed by the US – intervened militarily
in Yemen in a bid to fight the Houthis.
The conflict, according to UN estimates,
has killed 377,000 people as of the end
of 2021, directly and indirectly through
hunger and disease.
The UN has previously blamed the Houthis
for delays to efforts to examine the tanker.
According to an investigation by the US

media outlet The New Yorker, the rebels
had “appropriated the company’s entire
operating budget” of $110m.
Much of the materials and machinery were
“plundered” by soldiers, and many of
the workers had left the tanker, the New
Yorker said.
The Houthis have been accused by their
opponents of delaying a solution to the
Safer crisis in an attempt to gain politically.
Leading Houthis have also downplayed
the risks of an oil spill in the past.
Meanwhile, the rebel group has rejected
the accusations and has previously blamed
the UN for the collapse of talks as well as
the Saudi-backed coalition.
-Al Jazeera

"We are able to
announce we
have now pledges
and commitment
sufficient to start the
FSO Safer salvage
operation."
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MOTORING

2024 Mercedes-AMG C63 S E Performance Gets Half
As Much Engine, Way More Power
n

Angus MacKenzie

There probably hasn't been a launch of a
mainstream AMG car that's been more carefully
choreographed than the reveal of the 2024
Mercedes-AMG C63 S E Performance. In
this story, we can talk about the mightiest
C-Class's redesigned exterior and the hardware
underneath. Next month we'll be able to tell
you what it feels like from the passenger seat.
And sometime before the end of the year, we'll
finally be allowed behind the wheel to put
AMG's potent new compact sport sedan through
its paces.
Why the wary waltz? Well, the folks at
Affalterbach are perhaps just a little nervous
about how this new C63 will be received by the
AMG faithful. There were some grumbles in
2015 when those fans learned the W205 version
of the C63 would be powered by a 4.0-liter
twin-turbo V-8 rather than the thunderous
naturally aspirated 6.2-liter engine (the
ambitiously named "6.3") of AMG legend. But
that development pales in comparison to what's
coming for the new W206 series model: The
V-8 is gone, replaced by a 2.0-liter four-cylinder
hybrid powertrain.
Park Your Prius Preconceptions
The new C63 might be a hybrid, but it's nothing
like a Prius. In fact, many of its key technologies
are derived from a 1.6-liter hybrid that is
the most advanced and highest performance
powertrain ever to carry the three-pointed
star: the EQ10 Power+ powertrain used in the
Mercedes-AMG Petronas Formula 1 racers.
The all-wheel-drive C63 S E Performance
packs a system output of 670 hp and 752 lbft of torque, enough, says AMG to punch the
4654-pound sedan to 60 mph in less than 3.4
seconds, and to a top speed of 174 mph with
the optional AMG Driver's Package fitted.
For the record, the turbocharged 4.0-liter C63
S we tested back in 2015 had a mere 503 hp
and 516 lb-ft of torque, and despite its nearmythical status among AMG aficionados, the
6.2-liter powered C63 we tested in 2011 could
only muster 481 hp and 443 lb-ft. The new C63
will be at least six- to eight-tenths of a second
quicker to 60 mph than either.
More impressive than the headline numbers,
perhaps, is how they're made.
The C63's hybrid powertrain consists of a 469hp version of AMG's M139l inline four under
the hood, and a 201-hp electric motor mounted
at the rear axle. "What's different is we didn't put
the e-motor 'on top' of the internal combustion
engine," says AMG development engineer Peter
Szalay. "Instead, we have a 'virtual' engine that
provides the output demanded by the driver in
the fastest, most responsive way, using the best
characteristics of both."
What that means in simple terms is the outputs
of the internal combustion engine and the
e-motors are treated separately.
The gas engine drives all four wheels through
the AMG Speedshift multi-clutch nine-speed
automated transmission. The e-motor drives
the rear wheels through its own automated
two-speed transmission, which shifts to high
gear at 87 mph, and an integrated electronically

controlled limited-slip differential. It can also
send torque forward via the propeller shaft to a
clutch at the rear of the nine-speed transmission,
from which it can be distributed to the front
wheels as well.
Szalay says this setup avoids having to put
the e-motor's torque through the Speedshift
transmission, which is torque-limited to about
736 lb-ft, and allows it to freely distribute
torque to the front and rear axles as needed. But
more importantly, Szalay says, if the e-motor
were sandwiched between the engine and
transmission, as is the usual practice with many
hybrids, the total output would be lower because
the power peaks of the two propulsion units
occur at different revs. That's why the C63's
peak power number is a simple sum of the ICE
and e-motor outputs.
Key to making the C63's powertrain intricate
ballet work is the AMG-developed 400-volt
electrical architecture and high-performance
6.1-kWh battery also mounted at the rear of the
car.
Though the compact 196-pound battery can be
recharged via a plug and will deliver a pure EV
driving range of eight miles, that's not what it's
primarily designed to do. Instead, it's designed
to deliver rapid bursts of energy when required
by the e-motor, and to be able to be replenished
rapidly, either by the engine, or via recuperation
rates of more than 120 kW under heavy braking
or in the highest of the four available regen
settings.
To survive this sort of punishment, the battery
features a cooling system that circulates a hightech coolant directly around each of its 580 cells
to ensure it's always at the optimal temperate
to deliver maximum performance, as the basic
operating strategy of the C63's powertrain is
to deliver maximum power when the driver
demands it, just as in the Formula 1 car. A
kickdown function ensures the full 201 hp of
the e-motor is available on demand in any of the
C63's eight drive modes.
The 400-volt electrical architecture even plays
a role in the internal combustion engine. As in
the C43 and SL43, it features a 48-volt electric
turbocharger that delivers faster response
time. In the C63 the turbocharger is larger and
powered by the 400-volt system. Also integrated
into that system is the belt-driven starteralternator.
Making Use of All That Muscle
The new C63 is the first with all-wheel drive.
Not only is it key to managing the hybrid
powertrain's hefty power flows, "our customers
were asking for it," says Peter Szagay. "It was
the next logical step." All-wheel drive is even
available in pure EV mode, helpful for crawling
out of icy driveways on early winter mornings.
Installing the e-motor, battery pack, and
associated hardware all at the back axle
has delivered a 50/50 front to rear weight
distribution. Standard suspension is by way
of steel springs with AMG's adaptive shocks.
There are three different damping maps,
including Comfort, Sport, and Sport+.
Also standard is rear-wheel steering, though
as this is an AMG car, the system's operating
parameters are different from those on the

regular C-Class. At speeds up to 62 mph, the
rear wheels will steer up to 2.5 degrees in the
opposite direction to the fronts to improve
turn-in response. Over that speed, the wheels
will steer up to 0.7 degrees in phase (the same
direction) with the fronts to help with highspeed stability.
Standard wheels are 19-inch alloys with
20s available as an option. The tire setup is
staggered; on the 20-inch-wheel equipped cars
we saw the fronts were 265/35 and the rears
275/35.
Form Follows Function
The redesigned W206 C-Class features forms,
surfaces and graphics echoing those found on
the S-Class and the facelifted E-Class. In true
AMG tradition, the C43 we drove earlier this
year added more aggressive styling elements,
including the menacing vertical bar AMG grille,
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unique wheels, quad exhausts, and a spoiler on
the trunk lid. The C63 ups the ante with a unique
front clip and other bespoke styling details.
But there's function behind much of the form.
The C63's front track is 3.0-in wider—shades
of the sainted 500E—and the wheelbase fourtenths of an inch longer than that of every other
C-Class. The longer wheelbase and the need
to package a more robust cooling package at
the front of the car, means the C 63 is also 2.0
inches longer overall than the regular C-Class.
The rear-facing vent in the hood is a nod to the
AMG GT3 and GT4 race cars, but it merely
evacuates hot air from the engine bay rather than
helping generate downforce. If you want more
downforce, order the optional aerodynamic
package, which will give you a more aggressive
front slipper and a bigger spoiler on the trailing
edge of the trunk. The standard rear diffuser is

not there for show: It's functional.
Speaking of which, the C63 will launch in both sedan
and wagon formats, but because Americans won't
buy a wagon unless it's jacked up and pretending to
be ready for light off-roading, we'll only be getting
the sedan. The trunk floor is higher than that of the
regular C-Class sedan, but it is flat and there's still
decent load space. AMG has done a very good job
of discreetly packaging the hybrid powertrain's
e-motor, battery, and related hardware.
Inside, the C63 is awash with familiar AMG themes:
Alcantara and contrast stitching, carbon fiber and
splashes of color. New performance front seats
are 4.4 pounds lighter than those of the outgoing
model, and the dial under the left spoke of the AMG
performance steering wheel can be used to change
regen modes.
-Motor Trend

SPORT

Roger Federer to team up with Rafael Nadal
for final match in Laver Cup doubles
Roger Federer's final match will see him
play alongside old rival Rafael Nadal in
the Laver Cup doubles on Friday.
The pair will represent Team Europe
against Team World's Jack Sock and
Frances Tiafoe at London's 02 Arena.
Before that match, Andy Murray will start
the evening session in singles against Alex
de Minaur at 19:00 BST.
Federer, a 20-time Grand Slam winner,
said last week he would retire at the team
event, which starts on Friday.
The 41-year-old Swiss said it would be
"wonderful" to play alongside Spaniard
Nadal, 36, who has 22 major titles.
"I'm not sure if I can handle it all but I'll
try," said Federer.
"This one feels a whole lot different. I'm
happy to have him on my team and not
playing against him."
Nadal said he was looking forward to
an "unforgettable" match with his rival
against the American duo.
"One of the most important, if not the most
important player in my tennis career is
leaving," the Spaniard said.
"At the end, this moment will be difficult.
I'm super-excited and grateful to play with
him."
Federer has struggled with a knee problem
and does not feel able to play singles.
His last competitive match was a defeat by
Hubert Hurkacz in last year's Wimbledon
quarter-finals.
Europe take on a world team in the threeday Laver Cup, where Italian Matteo
Berrettini will take Federer's place over
the weekend.
In Friday's day session, Norway's

Casper Ruud faces Sock and Greek
Stefanos Tsitsipas meets Argentine Diego
Schwartzman in singles matches.
The 21-time Grand Slam winner Novak
Djokovic is also on Team Europe,
captained by Bjorn Bjorg.
John McEnroe skippers Team World,
which also includes American Taylor Fritz
and Canadian Felix Auger-Aliassime.
The Laver Cup, named after Australian
great Rod Laver, was Federer's brainchild
and Europe have won all four previous
editions of the event which sees a total of
10 singles and two doubles matches.
Each match win is worth one point on
Friday, two points on Saturday, and three
points on Sunday, with the first team to
earn 13 points declared the winners.
-BBC

Federer has
struggled with
a knee problem
and does not
feel able to
play singles.

Yuki Tsunoda to remain with Alpha
Tauri for 2023 season

n

Andrew Benson

Japanese Yuki Tsunoda will remain at Red
Bull's Alpha Tauri team for a third season
in 2023.
The 22-year-old has measured up well
enough compared with team-mate Pierre
Gasly this season to retain his seat.
"Yuki is a very talented driver and has
improved a lot this season," team principal
Franz Tost said.
"The pace he has shown recently is clear
evidence of a steep learning curve, which
proves he deserves a seat in F1."
Tost, whose team are fundamentally in
existence as part of the Red Bull driver
development programme to blood new
talent, said: "A driver needs at least three
years to fully get to grips with F1, so I'm
pleased he's been given the time to show
his full potential."
Decisions on the Alpha Tauri driver lineup are made by Red Bull's motorsport
adviser Helmut Marko.
Tsunoda said he was grateful for Red
Bull's faith, adding: "Having moved to
Italy last year, to be closer to the (Alpha
Tauri) factory, I really feel part of the team
and am glad that I get to carry on racing
with them in 2023."
In theory, Tsunoda will be partnered again
in 2023 by Frenchman Gasly, who Alpha
Tauri have already announced is under
contract for next season.
However, Gasly is said to be the number
one target for Alpine following the French
team's loss of both Fernando Alonso and
their reserve driver Oscar Piastri last

month.
Alonso preferred to move to Aston Martin
when Alpine would not offer the terms he
wanted - in particular a two-year contract and Piastri lost patience with what he saw
as Alpine's prevarications and signed for
McLaren.
Marko is understood to be prepared to
let Gasly go to Alpine if he can find an
acceptable alternative, and the leading
candidate is said to be Dutchman Nyck de
Vries, who has titles in both Formula 2 and
Formula E on his CV.
Marko had wanted to sign IndyCar
driver Colton Herta, but the 22-year-old
American does not have sufficient points
under F1's licence-qualifying system to be
allowed to race in F1.
Governing body the FIA has indicated that
it is not willing to make an exception in
Herta's case even though he is a seven-time
IndyCar winner and regarded as one of the
hottest talents in the US. A number of F1
team principals have backed that stance.
De Vries, who is a Mercedes reserve
driver and impressed on a one-off debut
for Williams at the Italian Grand Prix after
Alex Albon became ill with appendicitis,
is also of interest to Alpine.
The Dutchman is one of a number of
drivers undergoing an evaluation in a 2021
Alpine at the Hungaroring this week. The
test is private and the team have released
no information about it, but their protege
and Formula 2 driver Jack Doohan - son
of MotoGP legend Mick Doohan - is also
believed to be taking part.
-BBC
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