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Metcalfe welcomes
Klazen’s rebuke of 612
resigned fishermen
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Toivo-ya-Toivo’s life
eternalized in statue

… as unionist says lawyer must not be involved

Hertha Ekandjo

Staff Writer

Prominent lawyer, Richard Metcalfe of
Metcalfe Beukes Attorneys, has lauded
fisheries minister, Derek Klazen’s,
comments that the 612 fishermen who
resigned en-masse in Walvis Bay from
various joint venture companies were sold
dreams by companies that did not even
hold a quota.
Metcalfe is representing a horde of the
joint venture companies who have decried
that the mass resignations effected by
two union representatives has resulted in
the ex-employees owing them a month’s
salary. In the meantime, addressing the
National Assembly this week, Klazen
said that there seems to be a flawed
understanding amongst some affected

fishermen that the fishing quota against
which the employment of the affected
employees has been secured remains the
property of the affected workers.
He said there is, further, a misunderstanding
that these quotas are transferable to
wherever the employees want it to go.
In a short conversation with The Villager’s
sister radio station, Eagle FM, Beukes said
the minister’s observations were right and
affirmed his client’s findings in the ongoing
matter.
“Yes, the minister’s speech is welcomed.
It serves no purpose for people to entrench
themselves and not to settle matters. The
union made a mistake, that’s obvious and
the employers will go out of their way to
assist the workers.”
“It seems that these workers were
misled by the union with offers of better
employment by entities which don’t have
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any fishing quota and these entities, it
appears, corruptly tried to lever quotas for
themselves on the basis of the government
objective. This is why these poor workers
sit where they are because they have been
betrayed by the union,” said the lawyer.
However, Daniel Imbili, from the Namibia
Fishing Industries & Fisherman Workers
Union (NFI & FWU), has said that no
crime was ever committed and a lawyer
should thus not be involved and that this
is a “pure labour case”.“There is no way
we as the union can mislead the workers
because if you look at all the documents
that have been written and even when
those workers were taken from the soccer
field, NFI, our union was not there.”
“They were under the leadership of the
association which was negotiating for
them with the companies. It is
Continued on P2

Vice president Nangolo Mbumba Friday
unveiled the late Hermann Andimba Toivo
Ya Toivo’s statue at Andimba Toivo Ya Toivo
Airport in Ondangwa.
The unveiling of the statue was done in
remembrance of the late liberation stalwart
and Robben Island prisoner.
“Ya Toivo embodied the highest values
of bravery of peace making, compassion
and the recognition of each human being`s
dignity. This event brings to mind the great
contribution made to the liberation struggle
of Namibia,” said Mbumba.
He added that Ya Toivo’s statue was a
meaningful contribution to the life of a man
who dedicated his entire life to the service of
humanity.
The latest developments which occurred in
the presence of the late struggle icon’s wife,
Vicky ya Toivo, comes in the wake of the
Ondangwa airport also being named in his
honour in August of 2019
The event was anticipated to attract a total
of 150 people including the Namibia Former
Robben Island Prisoner’s Trust, politicians,
business people and family members.
Ya Toivo was born on the 22nd of August
1924 and died on the 9th of June 2017, and is
remembered as Namibia’s trail-blazing antiApartheid activist and politician who resisted
white minority rule.
His life saw much activity during the preindependence times where he co-founded

the now ruling South West African People's
Organisation (SWAPO) in 1960, and before
that, its predecessor the Ovamboland
People's Organization (OPO) in 1959.
Ya Toivo hails from the northern parts of
Namibia and his life saw him working in
Cape Town for some time in the 50s where
he was a member of the now ruling African
National Congress (ANC).
He is famous for petitioning the United
Nations (UN) calling for the independence of
Namibia from South Africa and his political
activities landed him in trouble with the
colonial government.
He was tried in 1966 under the Terrorism
Act, and sentenced to 20 years in prison but
served 16 years at Robben Island in the same
section as Nelson Mandela, to whom he was
a personal friend. His tenacity and bravery in
the face of adversity is iconized in a speech
he delivered during his trial which read:
“My lord, you found it necessary to brand
me a coward. During the Second World
War, when it became evident that both my
country and your country were threatened by
the dark clouds of Nazism, I risked my life
to defend both of them, wearing a uniform
with orange bands on it.” “But some of your
countrymen, when called to battle to defend
civilisation, resorted to sabotage against
their own fatherland. I volunteered to face
German bullets, and as a guard of military
installations, both in South
Continued on P2
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only that the fishermen have found greener
pastures and they only wanted to divorce
themselves from the poor benefits that
they used to receive from the current
companies,” said Imbili.
But the minister of fisheries and marine
resources has insisted that the union
misled the workers and that they were sold
dreams.
Said the minister, “The regretful emergence
of new companies claiming to offer these
workers better salaries than what there
are currently earning further compounds
the problem in that they required the
fishermen to resign, join a new company

Toivo ya Toivo
which company has no fishing right nor
quota and no active employment.”
He said the union leadership has also not
been very helpful in advising its rank and
file correctly regarding the consequences
of their actions.
“As a remedial intervention the ministry
of fisheries and marine resources will
after the completion of an employment
verification audit, look at modalities how
all the affected fishermen can find active
duty-employment within the fishing
industry.”
“Additionally, my ministry will begin
with consultations with recognized
Labour unions in the fishing sector in

order to create the required understanding
regarding the fishing quota redressing
employment in the fishing industry and
who owns these quotas.”
“Also, my ministry will continue to
encourage the affected workers to guard
their jobs against unscrupulous elements
offering them lofty dreams of greener
pastures while ensuring the return of
normalcy and stability within the fishing
industry regarding jobs by the Ministry
of Fisheries and Marine Resources, the
Offices of the Regional Governors for
Erongo and //Kharas and the Ministry
of Labour, Industrial Relations and
Employment Creation,” he said.

West Africa and the Republic, was prepared
to be the victim of their sabotage. Today,
they are our masters and are considered the
heroes, and I am called the coward.”
Also, his conviction in the idea of black
majority rule is evident in his other speech
which is quoted as thus:
“We are Namibians, and not South Africans.
We do not now, and will not in the future,
recognise your right to govern us; to make
laws for us, in which we had no say; to treat
our country as if it was your property and us
as if you are our masters. We have always
regarded South Africa as an intruder in our
country. This is how we have always felt and

this is how we feel now and it is on this basis
that we have faced this trial'.
Upon his release in 1984, Ya Toivo rejoined
the Swapo party and led it as secretary
general whole he was in exile in Zambia.
He took a seat in the Sam Nujoma-led
cabinet until he hung his shoes from active
politics in 2016.
Ya Toivo was naturally expected to be in
line for the presidency but political analysts
have observed that he seemed to never have
haboured any such ambitions.

Fake cops asking for electronic
transfers as public falls to scam
As police raise red flags

The Namibian Police Force has raised the
red-flag over the rising numbers of cases
of fake police officers some of whom are
now asking unsuspecting members of the
public to send them electronic money
transfers to release their relatives from
custody.
Deputy Commissioner, Kauna Shikwambi,
said in one of the latest incidences, a
woman was called by a person identifying
himself as a police officer and requested
money via EFT in exchange for the release
of her husband from police custody.
During
investigations,
Deputy
Commissioner Shikwambi said it was
established that the husband was not in
police custody and that the said officer
was not employed in the Namibian Police
Force.
“No officer is authorized to receive money
through electronic means for the release of
a suspect from police custody. It is further
noted that the criminals’ modus operandi
might change from time to time and might
not be similar to the above incident.”
“Hence, the public is urged not to
entertain telephonic conversations with
strangers and to be alert at all times. In
the event the caller claims to be a police
officer, the public is at liberty to contact
the Public Relations Division at 061
2093470/3286 or any police station/officer
for confirmation,” she said.
Deputy Commissioner Shikwambi said
that a number of victims who lost their
hard-earned money to scammers always

cooperated and followed their instructions
on the phone, and thus sent money
unknowingly out of panic and fear.
“Another way scammers are scamming
is tha they call the victim and claim that
they wrongly or accidentally deposited
money into their accounts and they would
demand for this to be paid back either by
the means of their e-wallet, easy-wallet,
blue-wallet or any other electronic funds
transfer method.”
“These are all opportunities created to
scam people and those who are naïve
may fall victim. Hence this caution. The
Namibian Police Force have sternly
repeatedly warned and educated public
members on how to handle their banking
details and never to reveal their PIN
numbers,” she said.
The D.C said that people must not
entertain strangers or engage in business
deals with them involving transactions
over the phone or face to face.
The public has been urged to react
immediately to claims of the arrest of a
loved one by a police officer and to always
verify as some might be bogus cops.
“Do not share your secret banking details
such as the PIN with anyone. Do not keep
your PIN numbers on your mobile devices
or places that are easily accessible by
others. Do not send money to a stranger
even if they claim to have wrongly/
mistakenly sent it to you. Rather tell the
stranger to report the matter at the bank for
the fund to be reversed,” said the D.C.
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Red berets aggrieved by
Chinatown-8 court delay

n

Staff Writer

Namibia Economic Freedom Fighters
(NEFF) second in command, Kalimbo
Iipumbu, has expressed unhappiness at the
latest postponement of the court case to
November the 21st of the eight who were
arrested after attempting to shut down
Chinatown.
Iipumbu said they expected progress
from the state and Prosecutor General
concerning the way-forward on the
matter, weeks after the party’s economic
commissar, Michael Amushelelo and
activist, Dimbulukeni Nauyoma got
released on bail.
“The party naturally anticipated that such
a simple case involving citizens who took
the initiative to exercise their democratic
right to protest action would not need
rocket-science to complete investigations
and have it resolved in court.”
“The party has taken note of the gravely
concerning incompetence of the state in
its inability to expedite investigations and
have the matter put to rest via due court
process. It is thus our understanding that
the feet-dragging which is happening
in this case which has culminated to its
postponement is an attempt to drag the
party and its members and sympathizers
into an unnecessary long-drawn-out court
show-down.”
“The China-Town Eight were arrested
in the thickness of tear gas smoke right
within the vicinity of China-town, a
harbour of Chinese counterfeit business,
and the police unleashed a crake-unit on
defenceless and unarmed civilians,” said
Iipumbu.
The eight were part of a mobilization

against a decision by the Namibia Revenue
Agency (NAMRA) to crake down and
destroy various counterfeit goods.
However, the police arrested them at
the mall at the instruction of now retired
Inspector General, Sebastian Ndeitunga.
But the NEFF this week said the police’s
action was frivolous and an unnecessary.
“The arrest of our activists should thus
be seen in the light of a well-orchestrated
political ploy to silence the NEFF and
slow down its revolutionary program of
representing our workers where they are
exploited.”
“It remains our conviction that there
cannot be justice in the land for as long
as a certain group of business people are
allowed to trade in counterfeit goods while
those of our people are burnt down by
NAMRA.”
“Up to this day and even as our members
continue to be in and out of the courts,
and continue to face the likely threat of
arrest, no single business has been visited
at China town by NAMRA, no counterfeit
product from that business area has been
burnt down,” said Iipumbu.
Iipumbu slammed NAMRA for failing
to exercise its mandate in what he called
areasonably fair manner.
“They chose the easy route, that of
exploiting the weaknesses of our poor
people in a bid to be seen as if they were
doing well. It is further clear that the arrest
of the China-Town-Eight was sanctioned
by an Inspector General (retired Sebastian
Ndeitunga) who was acting under pressure
and instruction to protect the interests of
the Chinese, given his publicly known
instruction to the police to do so.”
“While NAMRA is constitutionally

obligated to execute its mandate, the NEFF
holds that this still must be carried out in
light of the prevailing perilous economic
environment and that the law must be
“judiciously applied”,” he said.
In the meantime, NAMRA has been on
record that they never targeted specific
races in their execution of their mandate.
At the same time, the NEFF, has described
the arrest of some of its members as a ploy
to slow down the party’s activism.
“All this is meant to protect our most
vulnerable members of society from
having the rag pulled from under their feet
by restricting them from doing business
in order to put food on their tables. The
arrest of the China-Town Eight is thus
the arrest of the interests of our people
and a cowardly attempt to dismantle their
bastion of defence in a state in which the
ruling elites have ceased to care about
them.”
“The latest wanton display of incompetence
which has seen the postponement of
the court case should be condemned by
every right-thinking Namibian who pays
tax given that the more the case is being
delayed, the more state resources and tax
payers’ money are being wasted in a case
that has no merit.”
“The NEFF defends every Namibian’s
right and those of its rank and file to
demonstrate their displeasure with
the powers that be via petitions, mass
mobilization and protest action as
enshrined in the Constitution. We will not
bow down to oppressive tactics that border
on intimidation and the use of power to
hijack constitutionally enshrined rights
that are unquestionably sacrosanct to any
open society and progressive democracy,”
said Iipumbu.
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Namibia to face tough time
with exports end of ‘22
n

Sheila Perestrelo

Economists at Simonis Storm have
expressed that they expect Namibian
exports to be under pressure towards the
end of the year as a deteriorating global
outlook is anticipated to weigh heavily
on Namibia’s export potential. The wealth
management company said aalready,
factory orders are declining in some of
Namibia’s main export markets, where
factory orders have decreased by 8.3%
in the US, China (↓ 0.6%) and the EU (↓
46.3%) YTD. The latest manufacturing
Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) survey
datapoints came in below the critical
50 index point level (which indicates
contractions in activity) for some of
Namibia’s main trading partners. The
PMI in South Africa- a key trading
partner for Namibia – has retreated into
contractionary territory, dragged lower
by a decrease in local sales orders and
export orders (which have declined for
four consecutive months). Simonis Storm
said these datapoints signal lower demand
for commodities as manufacturing
activity could potentially decrease based
on the outlook determined by the PMI
surveys. “Indeed, while the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) increased its global
trade growth forecast from 3.0% to 3.5%
for 2022, it expects global trade growth to
be only 1.0% in 2023 in a report released
on 5 October 2022.”“This is a sharp
downward revision from its previous
forecast of 3.4% for 2023 according to
Bloomberg Intelligence. The WTO expects
recessions in major economies to weigh on
import demand and so merchandise trade
will likely “grow next year at a much more
subdued pace than previously expected …
while poorer nations face food insecurity
and debt problems”. Further risks to global
trade growth include (1) an escalation
of the Russia – Ukraine war and (2) an
“under-appreciated risk” of a decoupling of
the US and China according to the WTO,”
said the firm. For the first two months
of 3Q2022, exports increased by 72.3%
y/y and imports increased by 39.8% y/y.
owever, imports still exceed exports with
the weaker Rand and global inflationary
pressures having inflated the imported
bill since the war commenced in Ukraine.
During the first half of 2022 (1H2022),
exports mostly came in lower than levels
recorded in 2019, 2020 and 2021, however
trending above previous years from mid2022. The value of imports has trended
above 2020 levels since the start of the
year, and only exceeded previous year
levels from mid2022 onwards.
YTD, the monthly trade deficit averages

N$3.1 billion compared to N$2.2 billion
for the same period last year (January to
August). Exports and imports decreased
by 13.1% m/m and 9.2% m/m respectively
in August 2022. Exports and imports were
recorded at N$7.2 billion and N$10.1
billion in August 2022, leading to a trade
deficit of N$2.9 billion. Persistent trade
deficits post the pandemic imply that
Namibia consumes and invests more
than it produces. Manufacturing (48.6%)
and mining (46.0%) products account for
most of Namibia’s exports, decreasing by
14.3% m/m and 11.3% m/m respectively
in August 2022. The main export
destinations during August 2022 were
Botswana (22.2%), South Africa (18.0%),
China (10.1%), Zambia (8.5%) and the
United Arab Emirates (7.1%).Commodity
exports in Namibia improved only from
May 2022 when global metal prices started
moderating following the war outbreak in
Ukraine. The data indicates that Namibia
missed the opportunity of improved
commodity exports earning higher prices.
Simonis Storm said this implies that if
local production and exports improved
earlier, export earnings and taxes paid to
government could have been higher.
“Some
expectations
indicate
that
inflation will moderate in 1H2023 due to
weakening supply chain costs. However,
supply chains have 12- to 18-month feed
through to inflation according to Investec,
which would likely keep inflation in
advanced economies and emerging
markets elevated in 1H2023.” “The latest
data available shows signs of weakening
supply chain pressures in most advanced
economies due to declining demand and
improved freight capacity. At the same
time, global Diamonds Uranium Gold
Copper Annual change in global metal
prices trade volumes have recovered from
lows after the war outbreak in Ukraine
which hampered trade between Asia
and Europe, leading to an increase in
supply costs,” the firm said.Supply chain
pressures remain higher in the US and
Asian countries compared to European
countries and the UK. This imbalance is
brought about by disproportionate climate
change effects, China’s zero covid policies
and labour strikes/shortages in the US and
UK and could keep global supply chain
costs volatile.“Keeping all else constant,
we expect global supply chain pressures/
disruptions to normalise around mid-2023,
benefiting merchandise trade flows. The
biggest risks to this outlook is China’s
potential/possible invasion of Taiwan,
a prolonged zero-covid policy stance in
China and climate change impacts,” said
Simonis Storm.
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NHP Medical Aid Fund, Namibia’s leading medical aid
fund. PMR.africa Diamond Arrow Award winner for
excellence in the Namibian medical aid industry for
12 consecutive years (2010 to 2021).
Contact Devano Beukes at tel 081 2317 650 or email beukesd@medscheme.com.na today to
become a member of NHP, Namibia’s leading medical aid fund.
tel 061 285 5400
website www.nhp.com.na
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FNB unveils new features and new design
in major digital banking overhaul

n

Staff Writer

Banking group FNB has unveiled a
massive overhaul of its logo and branding,
changing up its iconic acacia tree logo to a
more simplified style while introducing a
host of new features to its digital banking
platforms.
The group said that the changes are part of
its strategy to “reimagine help”, and a shift
in tact to become ‘advice-led’ rather than
‘product-led’ in delivering its services and
transitioning beyond banking.
The finance group said that it is striving
to become an “integrated advice partner
connecting the dots between customers’
day-to-day activities and their aspirations
and goals”.
“The bank continues to build competitive
investment, insurance, lifestyle and
business solutions to best deliver to
customers’ goals. This is all underpinned
by the ease and safety of its platform and
extensive network of advisors,” it said.
FNB CEO, Jacques Celliers, said that
the group wants to make it easy for its
customers to free up cashflow through
best value for money solutions that make
their money go further to realise their
investment and insurance needs in line
with their goals.
“We want to help customers through
various life stages for themselves, their
families and their businesses, and to ensure
we advise them on the right solutions for
their needs,” he said.
This strategy will bring some new changes
to the bank’s digital banking environment,
it said.

The FNB App has been redesigned to offer
more intuitive help through its ease of use
and a safer digital experience. It will also
lean into personalisation.
“Customers can now personalise their
FNB App by customising its home screen
and selecting frequently used or preferred
features. Customers can also view a
snapshot of their transactional accounts,
credit, investments, insurance, and valueadded services.
“In addition, the search function has been
improved to help customers find services
much quicker. Similar enhancements
are being made to the internet banking
channel,” the bank said.
FNB has also introduced Money Protect,
a new and industry-first benefit of free
insurance cover for certain fraud-related
losses when using interfaces such as
the FNB App and ATMs. The benefit
demonstrates FNB’s commitment to
helping customers transition to safer
digital interfaces.
There is also a strong focus on payments
systems, it said, with the facilitation of
payments for individuals and businesses
one of the key features of the new platform.
FNB Pay is now the payments umbrella in
the FNB App.
“With a few taps, customers can now
split a bill, and those who run businesses
can receive contactless payments easily
and safely on their android smart devices
without the need for a separate point-ofsale device,” the bank said.
The new or enhanced payment solutions
that are available on the FNB App include:
Instant Payments – a first-to-market instant

payment solution that enables customers
to digitally pay anyone via the FNB App
using just a card number. The recipient
gets the money instantly in their bank
account, irrespective of where they bank.
• PayMe – allows customers to request
a payment digitally to any FNB Banked
cellphone number. The person requesting
the money simply follows a few prompts,
and the ‘payer’ is immediately notified and
simply needs to accept the request to make
an immediate payment.
• ChatPay – allows customers to pay or
request payment from any FNB customer
using the FNB App’s chat functionality
without the need for an account number.
Customers can initiate a chat using their
contact list, and because the interaction
takes place within FNB’s platform, they
can be confident that it is safe.
• Bill Payments – a quick and convenient
way for customers to use the FNB App to
pay their EasyPay or Pay@ bills including
municipal rates, medical and other
services.
• Virtual Card – Customers can now use
their Global Virtual Cards for travel
bookings such as buying flights or booking
accommodation and adding the virtual
card to third-party digital wallets such as
Google Wallet or Apple Pay for convenient
and safer payments when traveling abroad.
• Speedee App – allows businesses to
receive contactless payments easily and
safely on their android smart devices,
without the need for a separate point-ofsale device.
*https://businesstech.co.za
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How Can Artisanal Mining be
Transformed into Legitimacy?
n

Marcus Scaramanga

People ask me why we decided to set up
Minexx and what issues we saw were not
being addressed by the existing mining
industry in Africa.
The answer is that we started Minexx to
bring traceability, transparency and trust
to the mineral supply chains and help
improve efficiency, health and safety on
site and protect the environment.
Why are minerals essential? Isn’t mining
an old unnecessary industry? The industry
of the future is technology, surely?
Well, minerals such as cobalt, copper,
tungsten, tin and gold enable technology
such as smartphones, electric cars and
computers to function. In fact, smartphones
contain about 60 different minerals in total.
How do you meet the world’s demand for
minerals whilst protecting people and the
planet?
The answer lies in capital for investment
and semi-industrialisation. Access to
capital for small mines in Africa is a
significant barrier to a cleaner, fairer and
more transparent mineral supply chain.
Mining sites in Africa need to purchase
newer and better equipment to make their
operations safer and more efficient.
Currently, there is no formal finance
available for small-scale mining sites. The
local retail banks do not serve the sector.
Minexx is helping fill this gap in the
market. Our finance also explicitly ties the
recipients to use the Minexx traceability
and due diligence platform – increasing
transparency and trust.
In terms of improving efficiency and safety
in the gold extraction sector, using mercury
in processing can cause environmental
damage and damage to human health. Gold
recovery rates using the more traditional
sluicing techniques result in very low gold
capture.

The ‘UN Minamata Convention on
Mercury’ came into effect in 2017. It is
named after the bay in Japan where, in
the mid-20th century, mercury-tainted
industrial wastewater poisoned thousands
of people, leading to severe long-term
health conditions that became known as
the “Minamata disease.”
The Minamata Convention aims to control
the mercury supply, reduce its use, reduce
its gasification and release, raise public
awareness, and build the necessary
monitoring and enforcement institutions to
#MakeMercuryHistory.
Minexx is proud to support this convention,
and our work helps deliver on its aims by
providing finance to small mining sites so
they can buy more modern and efficient
equipment to phase out the use of mercury.
The more modern mining equipment
purchased with these loan funds means that
more of the mineral (e.g. gold, tungsten
and tin) is recovered, which leads to higher
production to meet increased demand,
which leads to more money in miners’
pockets AND a safer workplace AND less
negative environmental impacts.
I firmly believe Minexx can help the
global mineral supply chains help meet the
world’s demand for technology in a fair
way for both people and the planet.
A miner at one of our client’s mines in
Burkina Faso recently said, “The new
equipment that the loan from Minexx
helped us buy helps us waste less and
produce more from the material we
dig up. But more than that, it is safer to
use, meaning fewer accidents. The new
equipment also means we can use less
mercury which is tricky to handle and can
harm my fellow miners and me.”
*Marcus Scaramanga, CEO & Founder,
Minexx,

Mertens Takes Over at Debmarine

D
n

Staff Writer

ebmarine Namibia, the Joint
Venture marine diamond
recovery
company,
owned in equal shares by
the Government of the
Republic of Namibia and the De Beers
Group, announced the appointment of
Willy Mertens as its new Chief Executive
Officer, with effect from 1 November 2022.
Mertens will succeed r Otto Shikongo,
who retires from the business at the end
of this year and has been at the helm of
Debmarine Namibia since 1 January 2004.
Mertens is currently the Chief Financial
Officer of Debmarine Namibia with
oversight accountability for Namdeb
Holdings (Pty) Ltd.
He is a Chartered Accountant by training
and brings a wealth of corporate experience
spanning over twenty years to his new role.
In addition to his Chartered Accounting
training, he holds a Post Graduate Diploma
in Engineering from the University of
the Witwatersrand in South Africa and
numerous professional executive training
qualifications, including from the London
Business School.
Making the announcement today,
Debmarine Namibia Board Chairperson
Dr Ndeulipula Hamutumwa expressed his

confidence in the appointment of Mertens.
"The appointment of a competent Chief
Executive is without a doubt one of
the critical duties of any Board. We are
most pleased that we have been able to
draw from the phenomenal talent pool
at Debmarine Namibia to find a suitable
candidate to fill the CEO role.
"Not only does Mr Mertens have a deep
understanding of our business, but he also
has an acute appreciation of the strategic
role of Debmarine Namibia within the
broader context of Namibia.
"Debmarine Namibia is a key contributor
to Government Fiscus, enabling the
Government to support its many
developmental objectives. We are thus
pleased that we can confirm Mr Willy
Mertens as the new CEO of Debmarine
Namibia".
"We also wish to thank Mr Otto Shikongo
for his invaluable service to Debmarine
Namibia. His astute leadership, profound
engineering knowledge and meticulous
business acumen has successfully
steered the organisation through many
achievements and successes. Under his
leadership, Debmarine Namibia has
become a recognised world-class company,
an aspect of immense pride at Debmarine
Namibia. His many achievements include
the migration of the business from South
Africa to Namibia in 2001, the acquisition

of a world-class diamond recovery fleet,
including the custom-built mv SS Nujoma,
the world's first custom-built marine
diamond sampling vessel, as well as the
latest, recently inaugurated, mv Benguela
Gem, the world's largest diamond recovery
vessel. We wish him and his family the best
for their future endeavours." Commenting
on the appointment, De Beers Group
CEO, Bruce Cleaver, said, "I extend my
sincere appreciation to Otto Shikongo.
Otto played a pivotal role in migrating the
business from Cape Town in 2001, first as
Operations Manager and then as CEO from
2004. In his time as CEO, he has overseen
an accelerated growth plan of Debmarine
Namibia, from humble beginnings, to
where it is today as the single largest
private sector enterprise in Namibia.
On behalf of everyone at De Beers Group,
we would like to thank Otto for his 35 years
of outstanding service. At the same time,
we are delighted that Willy will succeed
Otto. Willy has been a key member of the
Debmarine Namibia leadership team for
the last ten years, and I look forward to his
leadership as CEO," Dr Hamutumwa said.
To ensure a smooth transition, there will be
a handover period with Willy Mertens and
Otto Shikongo until the end of this year.
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Expectation Mid-Term budget:
Building Economy Works for All

n

Josef Kefas Sheehama

The Finance Minister, Hon Iipumbu
Shiimi, will present the Mid-Term Budget
Review on 26 October 2022. The MTBR
2022 will coincide with the Monetary
Policy Committee of the Bank of Namibia.
The mid-term budget review is expected to
present an opportunity for fiscal authorities
to review if the targets are being achieved,
identify challenges and provide imminent
solutions. We are expecting Hon. Shiimi
to introduce tax relief packages to cushion
industry and individuals to improve the
viability and increased spending. On the
macroeconomic front, there hasn't been
much economic change globally. Growth
was expected to be muted, which was
bound to affect revenue. In the latest data
released by the head of the IMF mission
that assessed the performance of the South
West African country, Giorgia Albertin
said the Namibian economy has been
on a recovery path after a sharp gross
domestic product (GDP) contraction
triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic.
The real GDP growth is expected at
three per cent in 2022 and 3.2 per cent in
2023, supported by robust diamond, gold
and uranium production and rebounding
tourism. The IMF team called on President
Hage Geingob's government to work
towards
preserving
macroeconomic
stability, advancing structural reforms and
protecting vulnerable groups "to foster
private sector-led and inclusive growth
and reduce unemployment and inequality."
This should involve preserving debt
sustainability, containing the public sector
wage bill, advancing the reform of stateowned enterprises and strengthening tax
administration. Namibia also has the
world's second-highest inequality and
unemployment rate, with 50% of young
people unemployed.
Furthermore, Hon. Shiimi should clarify
how the government proposes reprioritising
scarce funds, stimulating economic growth
and creating jobs. A combination of global
shocks, currency instability and the effects
of Russia/Ukraine have weighed down
on Namibia's financial performance. The
review is essential, taking into account
the currency volatility, exchange rate
movements and inflationary pressures, so
it is the fiscal authorities' role to cushion
the ordinary consumers.
The industry needs incentives, so it is
up to the fiscal authorities to ensure that
they strike a balance between spending
and revenues by focusing on policies
that guarantee sustainable production
processes in short to long term.

For the business community, the need to
facilitate tax relief for mining, agriculture,
tourism, retail and distribution is also
imperative in sustaining the economy.
Moreover, MTBR must focus on green
hydrogen as a critical energy resource.
Namibia's most significant challenges are
developing and demonstrating technically,
economically viable, cost-competitive
green hydrogen technologies and creating
a robust supply chain and delivery
mechanism for these technologies.
Leveraging
Namibia's
significant
renewable energy potential to position
Namibia as a top producer and potential
exporter of green hydrogen should be
a priority. Investment in the sector will
ultimately lead to better development
and more jobs. It is also crucial for the
government to support the industry to
promote the hydrogen economy.
Green hydrogen is a new but reliable
technology for reducing carbon emissions
in areas where electrification is ineffective.
The growth of green energy is predicted
to be among the fastest of any aspect
of the energy revolution, generating
specialised opportunities for businesses
and investors—furthermore, the spillover

effect of Eskom on Namibia's Economy.
In addition, manufacturing remains central
to industrialising the country. The policy
reforms on improving the investment
environment are ongoing under the ease
of doing the business programme and
containing the cost of doing business by
addressing cost-effectiveness challenges
such as energy, road networks, corruption,
dispute settlement, and property rights. The
rise in agriculture output and income can
expand the market for the manufacturing
sector.
The migration of surplus labour
from agriculture to manufacturing.
Manufacturing
calls
for
reindustrialisation-industrialisation in the
Namibian economy based on improving
performance through innovation, skills
development and reduced input costs in
the economy. This emphasis on skills
applies across the economy and will be a
centrepiece of partnership with business
and labour. Promoting the agriculture for
development agenda requires fast-tracking
the productivity of smallholder farming
by supporting farmers to access land,
farm inputs and post-harvest facilities.
Agricultural productivity is an essential
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factor in labour reallocation to other sectors
of the economy. In this regard, promoting
access to fertiliser, expanding irrigational
facilities, promoting non-tillage farming
and investing in agriculture are pivotal
to fostering agricultural productivity that
could help link agriculture to poverty and
inequality reduction in Namibia.
The availability of specific skills needed
to prepare, launch, and manage PPPs can
represent a significant implementation
challenge in Namibia. Reaping the benefits
of PPPs involves a careful and complex
preparation process, as final results may
take time to materialise after the contract
has been signed. The actual terms of
contractual agreements and the changes
needed to create an enabling environment
will depend on the sector and, often, the
specific transaction. The steps required to
get there are always the same, constituting
a necessary framework for Namibia to
succeed with the PPPs. Furthermore,
the informal sector (SME) is very much
neglected as it seldom accounts for a
pride of place in government planning for
the overall economy. This may be due to
myriad factors, such as the unregistered

and unregulated nature of most businesses
in the informal sector.
Given the role of the informal sector in the
economy, the government should begin
to take more than a simple look at the
informal sector with a view of enacting
policies that will synergise the informal
and formal sectors to unleash the vast
potential of the Namibian economy since
activities in both sectors of the economy
are not mutually exclusive—also, the
progress on the Sovereign Wealth Fund.
Furthermore, Hon. Shiimi to unpack the
African Sovereign Africa Rating (SAR)
agency as a very important step forward
towards African integration, not only
when seen from an economic point of
view but also politically. The challenge
for Sovereign Africa Rating and how to
overcome the scepticism around black
people's abilities to run countries with
sophisticated market economies. How will
the international community recognise
SAR as an alternative for S&P Global,
Fitch Ratings, and Moody's International?
From an education perspective, digital
infrastructure and applications also need
to be upgraded to enable the education
system to adjust towards supporting online
education. For the business sector, digital
infrastructure and applications would
also play an essential role in ensuring
economic sectors remain operational and
productive. This will expose the need for
the nation to transition to industrial sectors
with a higher level of productivity based
on automated technology and higher skills.
Hence, it will accelerate the transition
towards Fourth Industrial Revolution and
digital transformation, raising human
capital capabilities through upskilling and
reskilling programmes based on the needs
of the labour market.
In conclusion, there are a lot of
considerations to be taken as we seek to
consolidate gains achieved so far, but I
think overall growth estimates will slightly
be lowered. There are also expectations
that Hon. Shiimi will review revenue
forecasts for this year due to inflationary
pressures.
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Nigerian newborns weigh less if their mothers
use biomass fuel - a major health risk

Musa Kana
Babies should ideally weigh about 2,500g or more at birth.
Birth weight is a vital indicator of foetal and neonatal
health. If a newborn weighs less than 2,500g – because they
are preterm or their growth in the womb was restricted for
some reason – they are more at risk of death, disability and
noncommunicable diseases.
The low birth weight infant’s tiny body is not as strong as it
should be. The baby might struggle to gain weight and fight
infection. And with so little body fat, these babies often
have difficulty staying warm in normal temperatures.
Low birth weight is the primary cause of infant morbidity
and mortality in Nigeria.
The factors that are known to influence a baby’s weight
at birth include duration of pregnancy, and maternal
characteristics like age, parity (the number of times a
woman has given birth) and illness, as well as adverse
environmental exposures.
One factor that hasn’t been studied much in Nigeria is
the type of cooking fuel that the baby’s mother uses or is
exposed to during pregnancy. My research group suspected
this might be a significant factor because of the high
prevalence of low birth weight in Nigeria and the fact that
biomass fuel is commonly used.
Nigeria is among the five countries where most preterm
and small-for-gestational-age infants are born. About 5.9
million babies are born in Nigeria each year, and 15% of
these newborns have a low birth weight accounting for 25%
of infant mortality.
Our study explored the association between biomass cooking
fuel and birth weight among full term births in Kaduna,
northwestern Nigeria. We found there was a link – and this
was supported by data from the nationally representative
Demographic and Health Survey. Mothers in Kaduna who

were exposed to biomass fuel gave birth to infants who were on
average 113g lighter than those using liquefied petroleum gas,
which is a cleaner fuel. Nationally, mothers using biomass had
infants weighing 50g lower at birth than those using clean fuel.
Exposure to biomass fuel combustion during pregnancy could
adversely affect foetal growth or increase preterm birth risk,
resulting in a child born early or small for gestational age and
thus creating further health risks for the child.
Biomass fuel includes wood, animal dung, charcoal and crop
residues. It is used worldwide for cooking, heating and lighting.
Biomass fuels and kerosene are still widely used in urban and
rural Nigeria due to supply and demand issues driving household
energy choices.
The study results show the importance of efforts to make safer
fuel choices available.
Kaduna and national Nigerian data
Our study focused only on term infants because duration of
pregnancy independently affects birth weight, and multiple
factors influence preterm birth.
We conducted the primary analysis based on a study of 1,514
mother-child pairs in Kaduna, northwestern Nigeria. Kaduna
is the fourth largest city in Nigeria, with a population of 1.6
million.
To validate the primary analysis, we repeated it using data
from 6,975 mother-child pairs in the most recent Nigeria
Demographic and Health Survey 2018.
The primary analysis classified cooking fuel types as liquefied
petroleum gas, kerosene and biomass fuel (including charcoal,
wood, crops or straw, and animal dung). In the survey, cooking
fuels were categorised into low pollution fuel (electricity,
liquefied petroleum gas and natural gas), kerosene and biomass
fuel.
In both analyses, we observed that the impact of biomass use on
birth weight was greater than the impact of liquefied petroleum
gas or kerosene.
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The results highlight the need for public health intervention.
Reducing adverse birth outcomes like low birth weight
will depend on addressing regional disparities in the key
determinants.
Our results showed that birth order, household size, and
socio-economic status influenced cooking fuel choice, which
is consistent with existing literature. It is reasonable that the
women least able to use clean cooking fuels will be those who:
•
live in households of five or more people
•
live in poorer households
•
have given birth at least once before.
This could be due to cost and unreliable fuel supply. Women
with more children or living in larger households might also
cook with bigger pots, requiring longer cooking times, which
increases their exposure to indoor air pollution from biomass
fuel use.
Recommendations
We recommend that pregnant women attending antenatal care be
asked about cooking fuels and given help to minimise prenatal
biomass exposure. Some recent intervention trials conducted
in low- and middle-income countries, including Nigeria, have
shown that transition from biomass fuel to cleaner fuels reduces
air pollution and improves outcomes like birth weight.
Interventions to reduce indoor air pollution could include
a stove subsidy, fuel subsidy, fuel ban and behaviour change
communication.
It’s important first to understand why a household uses a
particular cooking fuel.
It is also vital to learn from other household health interventions,
such as sanitation and nutrition. These can enhance an
understanding of what bars or enables adoption of a new method.
Musa Kana
Perinatal Epidemiologist, Kaduna State University
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HEALTH

Research call over MND risk to elite rugby players

An expert has called for "immediate
research" after a study suggested that elite
rugby union players could be at increased
risk of brain conditions like motor neurone
disease.
The study examined a link between sport
and neurodegenerative diseases such as
Parkinson's, MND and dementia.
The MND Association said the study
raised "more questions than answers".
Scientists said the study should encourage
"dramatic changes" in rugby to reduce the
risks of brain injury.
Rugby authorities have been told they
should look to minimise contact training
and reduce the global calendar.
The research team was led by consultant
neuropathologist Professor Willie Stewart,
honorary professor at the University of
Glasgow.
It looked at former Scotland rugby
international players from both the amateur
and the professional period.
The research team compared health
outcomes among 412 former Scotland
international male rugby players with
more than 1,200 individuals from the
general population.
The results showed that the rugby players,
all of whom were born before 1991,
were more likely to die at a slightly
older age than peers of similar age and
socioeconomic status.
Urgent action needed

While they had a higher risk of death
overall from neurodegenerative disease,
they were less likely to die of respiratory
disease.
Their chances of being diagnosed with a
neurodegenerative disease were 2.67 times
higher.
By far the biggest risk was for MND, with
rugby players 15.17 times more likely to
be diagnosed than people of the same age
range in the general population.
The overall number of MND cases in
the study is not known, although it is
understood to be small.
Former internationalists were also three
times more likely to develop Parkinson's
and two times more likely to develop
dementia.
The debate on brain health and contact
sports such as rugby and football is
gathering momentum.
There are no definitive answers but a series
of research studies, including this latest
one from the University of Glasgow, add
weight to the suspicion that elite players
are more at risk than those in the wider
population.
Care has to be taken about drawing firm
conclusions especially if the numbers of
players surveyed is relatively small.
But the research team, led by Professor
Willie Stewart, having previously carried
out a landmark study of the dementia risk
among former professional footballers, has

now further underlined the need for further
research on the impact of concussion and
other head injuries on the longer-term
health of rugby players.
The results have been published as part of
the FIELD study, which was funded by the
Football Association and the Professional
Footballers Association.
Prof Stewart - who led previous research
that found former footballer professionals
are three-and-a-half times more likely to
die of dementia than the general population
- called for further investigation.
"Of particular concern are the data on
motor neurone disease risk among our
rugby players, which is even higher than
that for former professional footballers,"
he said.
"This finding requires immediate research
attention to explore the specific association
between rugby and the devastating
condition of motor neurone disease."
At at briefing ahead of the study's
publication, the academic said urgent
action was needed by rugby authorities.
He welcomed moves to reduce highimpact training between matches, but said
the pace of change was "slow".
"This should be a stimulus to them to really
pick up their heels and start making pretty
dramatic changes as quickly as possible to
try and reduce risk," Prof Stewart said.
"Instead of talking about extending
seasons and introducing new competitions
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and global seasons, they should be talking
about restricting it as much as possible.
"So cutting back on the amount of rugby
we're seeing, getting rid of as much
training as possible. Things like that have
to be addressed pretty, pretty rapidly."
The study, published in the Journal of
Neurology, Neurosurgery and Psychiatry,
showed about three out of four of the
rugby players with dementia had chronic
traumatic encephalopathy, a specific
pathology linked to brain injury exposure.
It also found that unlike in football, there
was no sign of increased risk depending on
position on the field.
Dr Brian Dickie, director of research
development at the Motor Neurone
Disease Association, said the new study
added weight to previous reports from
the FIELD team on increased risk of
neurodegeneration in football players,
although the new study was considerably
smaller.
However, he said it raised "more questions
than answers".
"For example, it is not clear exactly how
many players were diagnosed with MND,
though from the information provided, that
absolute number will be small," he said.
"It is also surprising that there were
no cases reported in the larger control
group, as MND is the most common
neurodegenerative disease of mid-life and
the study population appears to include

people in the 'high risk' age range of 5080 years.
"Moreover, we know that the vast majority
of cases of MND involve a complex mix of
genetic and environmental risk factors, so
the level of genetic risk may be different in
high-performance athletes compared with
the general population."
Dr Jane Haley, director of research at
MND Scotland, said: "We welcome this
very interesting piece of research. While
the initial results do seem concerning, the
study is based on a small sample size which
means that, because MND is a relatively
uncommon condition, larger studies will
be needed to determine whether this result
can be confirmed more widely.
"A connection between elite level sports
and MND has been proposed before, but
this is the first time an increased risk has
been indicated for rugby players. The
reasons for these apparent increases are
not yet known and need to be explored
further."
Dr James Robson, chief medical officer
for the Scottish Rugby Union, said: "Work
continues in Scotland, on and off the field,
to address player safety, taking the issues
involved seriously."
He added: "Rugby continues to have
many health and social benefits. Important
research like this can help us continue
to improve safety and mitigate risks
associated with contact sport."
-BBC

BUSINESS NEWS

Is OPEC ‘aligning with Russia’ after production cuts?
n

Federica Marsi

A decision by the OPEC+ alliance of
oil-exporting countries to sharply cut
production and boost crude prices has dealt
a blow to consuming nations, prompting
accusations that Gulf producers are siding
with Russia at the expense of the United
States and its Western allies.
The 13-nation OPEC group, plus 10 allies
led by Moscow, agreed at a meeting in
Vienna to slash output by two million
barrels per day (bpd) starting in November,
the group announced in a statement on
Wednesday.
The Biden administration, which for
months has engaged in diplomatic efforts
to dissuade its Middle Eastern allies from
cutting oil production, reacted frustrated
at the prospect of pump prices increasing
further before a key midterm election.
White House press secretary Karine JeanPierre told reporters on Wednesday that the
OPEC+ decision was “short-sighted” as
the global economy was still languishing
from “the continued negative impact of
[Russian President Vladimir] Putin’s
invasion of Ukraine”.
“It’s clear that OPEC+ is aligning with
Russia with today’s announcement,” JeanPierre concluded.
But OPEC has denied that accusation.
The group’s secretary-general, Haitham
al-Ghais, on Friday said, “This was not
a decision from one country against
another.”
“I want to be clear in saying this, and it’s
not a decision from two or three countries
against a group of other countries,” al-

Ghais told Al Arabiya TV.
Saudi Arabia, one of the main players in
OPEC, also said the move was necessary
to respond to rising interest rates in the
West and a weaker global economy.
“Show me where is the act of belligerence,”
energy minister Prince Abdulaziz bin
Salman said, adding that markets required
“guidance without which investment
would not happen”.
A gamble on high prices
Kuwait’s acting oil minister, Mohammed
al-Fares, said on Wednesday that while the
alliance understood consumers’ concerns
over soaring prices, their main concern
was “maintaining balance between supply
and demand”.
Carole Nakhle, head of the consultancy
firm Crystol Energy, dismissed the
explanation. “The market always balances
itself, that’s the basics of the interaction
between demand and supply,” Nakhle told
Al Jazeera.
“The difference is that if you leave it to
the market, it might give you a price that
is much lower than what OPEC wants to
see.”
Analysts viewed the move as raising the
risk of a global economic downturn, as
well as the geopolitical temperature, in a
bid to see prices hold around current levels.
“OPEC+ probably feels it has some time
on its side to see if the world economy can
avoid a recession and whether it can hold
crude prices on what the group would view
as the correct side of $90 a barrel,” energy
analyst Clyde Russell wrote in a column
for Reuters.
While a cut to production quotas of two
million bpd does not translate into a

decrease of the same amount in the global
supply, the research company Rystad
Energy still placed the likely actual drop at
around 1.2 million bpd.
“We believe that the price impact of the
announced measures will be significant,”
Vice President Jorge Leon told Al Jazeera
via email.
Forecasts had predicted that oil prices
would fall by the end of the year, but after
the OPEC+ decision, the price of Brent oil
could now reach more than $100 per barrel
in December, up from an earlier call of $89
per barrel.
A political shift towards the Kremlin?
Washington has been angered that Saudi
Arabia would support a step that, while to
its short-term economic benefit, is at odds
with Riyadh’s long-term security interests
and weakens Biden’s outlook in advance
of the November elections.
Additionally, Russia stands to benefit from
high oil prices, which have so far allowed
the Kremlin to withstand the shock of
Western sanctions.
The OPEC+ decision came a day after
EU ambassadors agreed to impose a new
round of economic measures in an attempt
to weaken Russia’s war effort in Ukraine,
including a price cap on Russian oil sales
and a ban on most crude oil imports to be
rolled out in the next months.
While a direct correlation between the two
events can only be inferred, “there must be
some politics [in the OPEC+ decision],”
Ben McWilliams, energy consultant at the
Brussels-based Bruegel think-tank, told Al
Jazeera.
From the economic perspective, the
argument brought forward by oil-

producing countries that a global recession
was driving prices down, appears to
contradict current crude prices being
above $85 per barrel – a healthy rate that
in normal times would not have called for
intervention.
“It looks clear that there is some kind of
alignment with Russia,” McWilliams said.
But not everyone agreed.
Dina Esfandiary, senior adviser at
International Crisis Group for Middle EastNorth Africa, played down the desire of
Gulf states – who in March voted for a UN
General Assembly resolution condemning
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine and have
since largely sought to maintain a low
profile – to align with Russia.
“It’s unfair to say that they’re siding with
Russia – they’re siding with themselves,”
Esfandiary said.

Nonetheless, the move could well be “a
snub” to the Biden administration, whose
unsuccessful diplomatic effort to halt the
oil production cut is a signal of its weaning
influence over Gulf allies.
The months-long pressure campaign
culminated in Biden’s fist bump to Saudi
Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman in July, a sign of the
administration’s intention to move on from
its stated goal of holding the Saudi leader
accountable for the killing of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi.
“Ultimately, I think we’re just in this new
era where the Gulf Arabs are deciding for
themselves,” the ICG analyst said. “While
the US is an important security guarantor,
they are no longer listening to everything
the US asks them to do.”
-Al Jazeera
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AFRICA

In Uganda, Museveni son’s tweets
may mar presidential ambition

n

Musinguzi Blanshe

On Tuesday, Ugandan President Yoweri
Museveni dropped his son, General
Muhoozi Kainerugaba, as commander of
the land forces section of the army after
he tweeted that he would capture Kenya’s
capital city Nairobi in two weeks.
The tweets set off a chain of diplomatic
meetings between both countries in the
capitals, Kampala and Nairobi.
In addition, Uganda’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs released a statement saying it was
still good neighbours with Kenya and
clarified that it does not conduct foreign
policy through social media. Uganda’s
junior foreign minister also held a meeting
with Ethiopia’s ambassador following
another Kainerugaba tweet expressing
support for rebels in the northern region of
Tigray.
A public apology from the president to
his Kenyan counterpart, William Ruto,
followed soon after.
On his part, 48-year-old Kainerugaba said
he had a call with his father and that his
tweets had “scared Kenyans too much”,
but did not exactly apologise.
And the removal of the younger Museveni
came with a curious promotion to fourstar general, the highest rank in Uganda’s
army.

For years, the general, who many believe
is being groomed to succeed his father as
the country’s next president, has been a
fervent Twitter user in a manner that has
been compared with former US President
Donald Trump. Museveni, has been in
power since 1986 but is believed to be
considering retirement from active politics
soon.
His tweets, coming often late at night
or very early in the morning, have also
included barbs at the opposition.
Advice from his father who reportedly
asked him to stop discussing foreign policy
on Twitter and from Rwandan President
Paul Kagame who has offered to edit his
tweets have gone unheeded.
Tweeting a storm
Kainerugaba’s tweets have also laid bare
his impulsiveness. He has announced
retiring from the army only to reverse
his decision in hours. He deactivated
his Twitter account in mid-April and
communicated through a spokesperson
that he would not return to the platform
until Elon Musk – a figure he admires –
acquired the company. But he was back
two days later.
The general has previously praised Italy’s
new far-right Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni for being fearless, supported

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and declared
support for Rwanda in its ongoing spat
with the Democratic Republic of the
Congo over M23 rebels.
Following the coup in Guinea last year,
he tweeted that the Ugandan army would
need a day to discipline mutinous Guinean
soldiers. Last year, he pledged to fight
anyone who attacks Egypt and declared
Trump as the only white man he has ever
respected.
His social media use has become a subject
of debate given that the law bars serving
army officers from engaging in politics.
Supporters argue he has a right to freedom
of speech like any Ugandan and should be
given some leeway for his status.
“He is not just an army officer,” Andrew
Mwenda, who has been a close friend of
Kainerugaba for decades, told Al Jazeera.
“He is the son of the president. People
should know that and accept it as the
reality.”
Following his father’s footsteps
Like his father, Kainerugaba has spent
most of his life in military service. He was
born in Dar-es-Salaam in 1974 when his
father was already engaged in rebellious
activities against his predecessor Idi
Amin’s government.
In her memoir, his mother Janet Museveni
wrote that as a young boy, “Muhoozi was
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always very passionate about what he did
and even early on, he would convince his
friends to get involved in causes that were
close to his heart”.
He mobilised a group of his friends to enrol
in a military training school together, she
wrote. They even started a small magazine
to discuss prevailing issues of the day.
In 1999, Kainerugaba formally joined the
army, enrolling later that year at the British
Royal Military Academy in Sandhurst. He
spent much of his time in the army unit
that guards his father, commanding it from
2008 to 2017.
And there are signs that he may have
inherited his father’s iron-fist style.
Kainerugaba also headed the unit during
the 2020 presidential elections, when the
unit was accused of arresting and torturing
supporters of Robert Kyagulanyi aka
Bobi Wine, who was Museveni’s main
opposition in that election.
This April, he celebrated his 48th birthday
with mega parties across Uganda. In
Kampala, roads were closed as music
bands marched in the capital city and
a race was held even as Kagame flew to
Kampala to attend a state dinner hosted by
Museveni in Kainerugaba’s honour.
A presidential heir
For many observers, Kainerugaba’s
frequent tweets on political discussions
are signals that he already fancies himself
president-in-waiting.
Analysts warn that he could be entering
a complicated playing field, even as his
supporters think he could be the best bet for
the country that is yet to witness a peaceful
transfer of power since independence in
1962.
Moses Khisa, a political science lecturer
at North Carolina State University said
tweeting is not helping the general’s
presumed desire to occupy Uganda’s top
office as he “seems not to have the wisdom
and sophistication of the father”.
“Many of us who didn’t know him now
despise him just from the tweets he has
issued,” Khisa said.
Interestingly,
Kainerugaba
was
instrumental in mending relations between
his father and “uncle”, Kagame, as
relations between Uganda and Rwanda
reached an all-time low over the last three
years. Rwanda closed its borders with its
larger neighbour and Kagame, a former
protege of Museveni, was barely on
speaking terms with his erstwhile friend.
And as costs of living soar, there is

concern that the younger Museveni may be
just as brutal in consolidating the family’s
stronghold on state politics.
Recently, there have been talks of growing
anti-Museveni fatigue and resentment in
Uganda that could turn the tide against a
possible father-to-son transition.
Opposition figures like Kizza Besigye and
Bobi Wine who have attempted to turn
this into change at the polls have been met
with violence by state security agencies.
Prominent dissenters like academic
Stella Nyanzi and writer Kakwenza
Rukirabashaija have fled into exile after
being detained for comments against the
state.
However, Mwenda says there is a strong
preference within the governing party,
National Resistance Movement for
“continuity, which the younger Museveni
represents”.
“If there is a movement in favour of
Muhoozi that is so strong, Museveni in
2026 may say, ‘if it’s my son to succeed
me and there is such serious support for
him, then I am safe’,” said Mwenda.
Such a move, he says, may be motivated
by the situation in Angola and Botswana,
where the former presidents found
themselves in exile after falling out with
their anointed successors.
Across Uganda, the presidential apology
note has triggered a debate.
Some say the conciliatory tone of a man
not given to apologising for his misdeeds
is proof that the veteran is slowly realising
his son may be unmanageable. Others
say it is further proof that Kainerugaba is
untouchable and primed for greater things.
“If any other person who’s not Museveni’s
child had done just a tiny fraction of what
Muhoozi has done on Twitter these past
two years, that person would not be a free
person let alone an active-duty general in
the army,” Khisa said. “Museveni will do
everything for him as he has always done,”
he adds.
Fatherly love backed by the state might
prevail in the end, says Kampalabased independent researcher Frederick
Golooba-Mutebi, who sees Museveni’s
apology on behalf of his son as a signal of
an intent to support him against all odds.
“If the son messes up and he promotes him
to general, then that would suggest to any
rational person that he doesn’t think that
what Muhoozi did was a bad thing,” he
said.
-Al Jazeera

INTERNATIONAL

Lebanese banks to close
‘indefinitely’ as hold-ups continue

L

ebanese banks have decided
to close their doors to clients
indefinitely,
two
bankers
have told Reuters, amid an
unprecedented wave of holdups by frustrated depositors seeking access
to their savings.
The two sources told the news agency on
Friday that banks would continue urgent
operations for clients and back-office
services for business, but front-office
services would remain suspended.
Banks closed for about a week last month
in similar circumstances, but reopened
at the beginning of October to allow
employees to withdraw salaries.
In mid-September, a young Lebanese
woman, Sali Hafiz, was lauded as a national
hero after forcing staff at a BLOM Bank
branch in Beirut to give her thousands of
dollars from her own account by waving
a replica gun in order to fund her sister’s
cancer treatment in hospital. She told Al
Jazeera that her actions were a response to
the bank “stealing” her money.
Although she was not the first depositor to
hold up a bank to demand access to their
savings, her case triggered a snowball
effect with multiple hold-ups taking place
since then as the population grows more
frustrated over strict measures preventing
depositors from accessing most of their
dollar savings.
Just last week armed depositors stormed
three commercial banks in different
locations across the country.
A politician, Cynthia Zarazir, entered a

bank on Wednesday demanding access to
her savings, although she was unarmed.
Banks started imposing such informal
capital controls following an economic
downturn which began in 2019. Since
then, the local currency has lost about 90
percent of its value, the country’s gross
domestic product has contracted by more
than 40 percent and inflation remains in the
triple digits.

The restrictions mean that depositors are
only allowed to withdraw a limited amount
of money per day, and most withdrawals
of foreign currency have to be carried
out at an exchange rate unfavourable to
depositors, meaning that depositors will
lose almost 80 percent of the value of the
money in their savings if they withdraw it.
The World Bank defined Lebanon’s
economic crisis as the worst the world has
witnessed since the 1850s. The government
has been slow to implement much-needed
reforms, further exacerbating the country’s
economic meltdown, according to the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
Those reforms are key to unlocking
an IMF bailout to help ease the crisis,
which economists argue has been caused
by decades of wasteful spending and
corruption.
Lebanon’s bank association has previously
called on the government to enact formal
capital controls to replace the informal
controls banks adopted in 2019, but
parliament has repeatedly failed to pass
the law.
-Al Jazeera
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MOTORING

What It Was Like Living With Hydrogen for a
Year: Toyota Mirai FCEV Yearlong Review Verdict
n

Aaron Gold

With so many battery-electric vehicles (BEVs)
hitting the market, we wanted to check in with
the newest hydrogen fuel-cell electric vehicles
(FCEVs), cars that use a hydrogen fuel stack
instead of a battery to produce electricity. Have
the cars and the infrastructure improved in the
five years since we last ran a long-term FCEV?
We arranged to spend a year with the freshly
redesigned 2021 Toyota Mirai to find out.
2021 Toyota Mirai: An EV Without the Tether?
I was chosen as the Mirai's custodian because
I fit Toyota's customer profile: someone who
wants an EV but can't install a charger at home
(I live in a listed-landmark apartment complex).
Toyota pitches the Mirai as an electric car that
is fueled rather than charged, just like a gasoline
car and nearly as quickly. I chose a Mirai XLE
in Supersonic Red (sadly, the bright Hydro
Blue paint is only available on the Limited) and
started driving.
Our Mirai clocked up just 13,882 miles during
its year with us. Why so few? First, the nation's
hydrogen infrastructure is still very small. The
vast majority (53) of America's 54 hydrogen
stations are in California (the 54th is in Hawaii),
and most are clustered around California's most
populous regions. With few stations between or
beyond, the Mirai is more of a homebody than
a long-distance traveler (though I did take it on
a road trip). Second, I was still working from
home. And third, given the unreliability of the
fueling network—more on which shortly—a lot
of staffers were understandably reluctant to trust
their transportation prospects to hydrogen. So
most of the year it was just me and my Mirai,
which suited me just fine—I loved the car.
Is the Mirai a Toyota or a Lexus?
Those who did drive the car were almost
universal in their praise, primarily for the Mirai's
hushed and refined demeanor, which was my
favorite aspect, as well. The Mirai is based on
the same platform as the Lexus LS, and it feels
more like a Lexus than a Toyota (and having
spent much time with Automobile's long-term
LS 500, I would know). Believe it or not, this is
an area where a lot of EVs get it wrong: With no
engine providing a background thrum, road and
wind noise can seem disproportionately loud in
an electric car. Not so in the Mirai.
One surprising area where the Mirai drew
complaints was interior space. It's a big car—as
long as a Toyota Avalon and an inch wider—
but the occupants share the interior with the
hydrogen fuel tanks, the largest of which lives
under the broad center console, with the nextbiggest under the rear seat. At 5-foot-6, I never
found the Mirai particularly cramped, but my
6-foot friends found it awkward to get in and
out of. Given the car's exterior size, they were
surprised at how tight the interior felt.
Range: Less Than Toyota Promises
For me, the biggest issue was range: Toyota
promises 402 miles for the Mirai XLE (357 for
the nicer Mirai Limited, which weighs more
and has a different wheel/tire combo). Still,
even with moderate speeds—my little-old-lady
driving habits are one reason I was picked for
this assignment—I averaged 331 miles of range

per tank (a figure we arrived at by adding the
mileage traveled prior to each fill-up to the
indicated range remaining). Even allowing for
an alleged 20-mile reserve when the range hits 0
(as I was told by other Mirai drivers; I never did
work up the nerve to run the car to empty), that's
still far below 402.
That's not entirely the Mirai's fault, because the
hydrogen fuel stations we used didn't always
deliver a full tank (since hydrogen is a gas,
the fuel level is determined by pressure; you
can't top off as you can with liquid fuel), which
dragged down the average. Still, in the 72 times
we fueled up the Mirai during our year-long
loan, there were only three occasions when we
left the station with the trip computer showing
350 miles of range or better, with a best-ever
fill of 359. Using our aforementioned formula
to calculate actual range, our best tank yielded
374 miles.
Efficiency was the issue here. Hydrogen fuel
cell vehicles, like EVs, are rated by the EPA
in mpg-e, an acronym for miles per gallonequivalent (equating the energy content with
that of a gallon of gasoline). The Mirai is rated
at 76/71/74 mpg-e city/highway/combined, but
even with my relaxed driving style, our Mirai
averaged just 67.8 mpg-e, with a best-ever tank
of 77 mpg-e. When other staffers drove the car,
they averaged mid-50s to mid-60s. I found that
in situations where a gasoline car would use
more fuel, such as steep hills or fast curvy-road
driving, the Mirai used a lot more fuel. Still, the
new car proved more efficient than our first-gen
Mirai, which averaged 62.0 mpg-e with us—a
notable improvement considering the new Mirai
is longer, wider, heavier, and quicker than the
old one.
Hydrogen Infrastructure Still Needs Work…
Of course, all this would be less of an issue if the
hydrogen fueling infrastructure was a little more
developed. There were 40-something stations in
the country when we took delivery of the 2021
Mirai, which increased to 54 by the end of our
loan. Our loan coincided with a gaggle of new
stations being opened by a company called True
Zero, something we took as a promising sign.
It wasn't.
I've documented the issues we faced in earlier
updates (this one chronicles the low point, which
I referred to as the Hydrogen Fuelpocalypse).
Suffice it to say that station reliability was the
biggest pain point in our time with the Mirai.
For the first few months, we found that if one
station went down, cars would flock to nearby
stations, and they in turn would run out of fuel
or drop from the strain of constant use. We saw
days when half of the stations in California—
and thus the country—were out of commission.
As mentioned earlier, even working stations
didn't always give us a full tank—one-third of
our fueling stops failed to give us a full tank.
Sometimes we'd try a second (and often a
third) time to fill the car; other times we simply
left with only 7/8ths of a tank. Hydrogen is
dispensed at ridiculously cold temperatures, and
the fueling hose would sometimes freeze to the
car's filler nozzle, the cure being to wait a couple
of minutes and then give it a healthy yank. (This
is a slight improvement over our first Mirai,

where it wasn't the nozzle that froze, it was our
fingers.)
…But Things Are Getting Better
We asked True Zero what was going on, and
its spokesperson blamed the timing: Just
as the company was opening new stations
and upgrading others, Toyota introduced the
new Mirai while Hyundai started selling its
own hydrogen-powered car, the Nexo. This
caused an increase in demand for fuel that the
company just wasn't expecting. True Zero was
quick to remind us that hydrogen fueling is
still a technology under development and that
getting the universe's smallest molecule to move
where you want it is nowhere near as simple as
pumping gasoline.
Over our year with the Mirai, we saw significant
improvements in both station reliability and
capacity. True Zero introduced a new nozzle less
susceptible to freezing and tripled the capacity
of many of its stations. For the last three months
of our loan, I rarely encountered stations that
were out of fuel. When I first got the Mirai, I'd
start looking for fuel when the range dropped
to 100-150 miles; by the end of the year, I felt
comfortable running down to 50 miles or fewer
before fueling up.
The Hydrogen Routine
What about the small number of fuel stations?
That wasn't as much of a detriment for me as I
expected. I found plenty of stations on the routes
I normally traveled: three on the way to or near
the office, two near my favorite photography
store, one near the model train club where I
spend most Saturdays, and one near the ranch
where my wife boards her horse. When I got the
Mirai, the closest station was a 10-minute drive
from home; halfway through our loan, another
station opened up just a couple miles away and
near my favorite grocery store. Except for times
when nearby stations were broken, I rarely had
to wait in line.
I settled into a routine: When the range hit 100
miles or so, I'd start thinking about when my
plans for the next couple of days would intersect
with a fuel station. This usually worked just fine,
but I did set a mileage threshold below which it
was time to implement Plan B, a Shell station
30 miles away, which was fed by a pipeline and
never ran out of hydrogen. There were probably
five occasions when all the local stations were
on the fritz and I had to drive to that Shell—
and one occasion when my range was too low
to get there, I had to park the Mirai and drive
something else until the local stations were back
online.
Conclusion: Toyota's Mirai Is Great, but
Infrastructure Still Needs Work
So how does our latest trip on the hydrogen
highway compare to our first? No question, the
Toyota Mirai is greatly improved, particularly in
the areas of looks (was that old Mirai an ugly
duckling or what?), but also in terms of luxury
and chassis dynamics. Everyone who drove our
Mirai agreed it was a lovely car… at least when
it had full hydrogen tanks.
Does the hydrogen-powered car have a future?
I personally think it does, though perhaps not
as a passenger car. Even with a mature fueling
infrastructure, hydrogen fuel cell vehicles would
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still face the cramped-interior problem, since
those big tanks need to go somewhere. The rapid
refueling of a hydrogen car certainly beats the
pants off state-of-the-art BEV charging, though
I expect we'll see rapid advances in battery
technology that will change that equation.
Where hydrogen may have a brighter future is
heavy trucks. Think about the size of battery it
would take to move an 80,000-pound truck a
thousand miles—and the extra battery capacity
you'd need to carry the weight of the battery

itself. Hydrogen tanks and a fuel cell stack for
a truck are significantly smaller and lighter, and
such trucks can refuel almost as quickly as a
diesel truck.
Then again, fuel cell trucking would require
a nationwide network of fuel stations, which
would solve our biggest problem with the Toyota
Mirai—and that would make life with this very
pleasant car infinitely more pleasant.
-Motor Trend

SPORT

Will Newcastle turn the 'big six' into 'big seven'?

In October last year - in the first game
after the completion of Newcastle's
controversial
£305m
Saudi-backed
takeover - Steve Bruce's 19th-placed team
were losing at home to Tottenham as "no
noise from the Saudi boys" rang around St
James' Park from the away end.
The Public Investment Fund which owns
80% of the club has remained largely silent
since, preferring to let its money do the
talking.
But following that defeat by Spurs,
which quickly showed the size of the
task ahead, the new owners illustrated
their decisiveness by sacking Bruce and
replacing him with Eddie Howe.
The Magpies now sit seventh in the
Premier League, and as the new ownership
celebrates its one-year anniversary, PIF
governor and Newcastle chairman Yasir
Al-Rumayyan has spoken out twice this
week. In an open letter to Newcastle
fans, he described each season as "a
building block towards our objective - to
challenge for trophies both domestically
and in Europe". In a rare interview to a
Saudi broadcaster, he was more revealing,
seeming to suggest Newcastle and Chelsea
could occupy the same space. "You can
see Chelsea was sold for $3.5bn," he
said. "So, my potential now is to go from
$350m to at least $3.5bn."Indeed, Chelsea
chairman Todd Boehly, who is friends with
Newcastle co-owners Amanda Staveley
and Mehrdad Ghodoussi, has previously
spoken of how the Premier League's "big
six will become the big seven" following
the Magpies takeover.

There is no doubt that Newcastle is a club
transformed, from its player spending
through to Howe having to field questions
about alleged human rights abuses in Saudi
Arabia, the war in Yemen or the colour of
Newcastle's third kit.
But some supporters will be more focused
on whether Newcastle can live up to
Boehly's billing, and wonder how long it
will take to get there.
'The joy has returned and tickets are like
gold dust'
Al Rumayyan has not yet faced any
questions about PIF's ownership of
Newcastle, or how close that fund is to
the Saudi state. A man who also looks
after £550bn worth of assets for the PIF,
he has been to St James' Park on several
occasions where the noise has returned in
full volume.
Newcastle were treading water under
former owner Mike Ashley, and many fans
turned their backs on the club, with Ashley
having to dish out discount tickets to keep
the stadium full. Now tickets are like "gold
dust" and supporters are dreaming of
Europe. Newcastle fan Yousef Hatem, who
writes for the club's True Faith fanzine,
says: "I don't think I've become any more
of a supporter as a result of the takeover
but there's been a massive sea change in
what actually supporting this club means.
"On supporters' podcasts or WhatsApp
groups, the talk before was all about the
legal stuff. It was actually nothing to do
with why we love football.
"Now it is who we're going to sign, and
how should we set up in midfield. And

looking forward to the next game. As fans,
it's much more entertaining and the last
year has reminded us of why all of us love
football in the first place."
The stadium has been repainted, the
training ground and dressing rooms have
been renovated, backroom staff have been
recruited. The £200m transfer spending
on eight players included a record £60m
deal for Alexander Isak, but appointments
off the pitch have been seen as equally as
important.
Recruiting Dan Ashworth as the club's
sporting director was seen as a coup, while
the club's new chief executive Darren
Eales is tasked with commercial growth
- a factor neglected under the previous
ownership.
On the pitch, Newcastle's points tally since
that October 2021 takeover puts them in
the top six of the Premier League, one
point above Manchester United - although
they have played a game more.
Although results have been mixed so far
this season, their thrilling 3-3 draw against
Manchester City showed how the team
are becoming as entertaining as they are
effective.
Other than Isak, Chris Wood and Bruno
Guimaraes, Howe's spending has largely
been on Newcastle's defence, making them
harder to beat. A recent run of draws and
injuries to Callum Wilson and Allan SaintMaximin shows the next few transfer
windows need to concentrate on more
attacking players if they want to keep up
with or crack the Premier League's top tier.
Those players are unlikely to come all
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at once. In his open letter, Al Rumayyan
referenced the "patience and persistence"
needed to achieve Newcastle's goals.
But breaking the club's transfer record
shows their intent, and with forwards being
more costly, Isak's signing could signal the
beginning of the next phase.
Key to that will be bringing in more
income. Although PIF has huge wealth,
the club will need to balance any spending
with Financial Fair Play regulations, which
is why, for example, they are ending their
shirt sponsorship early at the end of this
season.
"What's impressed me most about the new
owners is how they've taken everyone with
them and also how they have managed
expectations," says Hatem. "They've not
come in and over promised, but said it's
a five to 10-year plan and explained how
difficult it would be to win the title or get
into the Champions League.
"I think people have bought into the sense
that it is a long-term project, looking at the
root and branch throughout the club.
"So simple stuff, like painting St James'
Park, allowing the women's team to play
there, improving the club's communication
with fans. They've got the unglamorous,
almost sensible, corporate things in place,
so that fans trust them that it might take a
bit longer to get things right at the top end
- which we all know, is a bit of a journey.
"But I think the timeframe is reasonable
because fans can see what the club is
trying to do."
'Progress won't always be smooth'
"Progress won't always be smooth - but we
will always forge ahead," Al Rumayyan
wrote in his open letter to supporters.
While there have been clear gains on
the pitch and within the club, the spectre
of Saudi Arabia, its links to the PIF and,
therefore Newcastle, remain. Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman is the chair
of the fund which owns the club.
Since the Saudi-backed takeover of
Newcastle, some of the more high-profile
cases in the country to have drawn criticism
include the execution of 81 people in a
single day, and Leeds University student
Salma al-Shehab being jailed for 34 years
for tweets which were considered critical
of the state.
Questions about the killing of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi and the war in Yemen
have been put to Howe and supporters.
Many fans think that is unfair, but accept
they will continue.
"I do take an interest in those human rights
issues," Hatem says. "I don't particularly
think sovereign wealth funds should be
allowed to own Premier League clubs.
"Fans, and the likes of Eddie Howe and
other people at the club on the football
side, have been put in the position of
needing to answer questions, which I think
are broader ones that others should be

answering."
PIF regards its investment in Newcastle as
an economic one rather than any attempt
to 'sportswash', or cleanse Saudi Arabia's
reputation on human rights. Newcastle will
point out the Premier League allowed the
takeover to pass its owners' and directors'
test. A recent report
also referenced the UK government's
alleged involvement in the takeover too.
Amnesty International wants a "tougher
ownership test introduced as soon as
possible".
Its UK chief executive Sacha Deshmukh
said: "Though a lot has changed in the
past year at Newcastle United, things have
only got worse in Saudi Arabia and with
every fixture the club is still being used to
help sportswash Saudi Arabia's shocking
human rights record."
Only Newcastle board members Staveley
and Ghodoussi - whose PCP Capital
Partners firm owns 10% of the club - have
answered questions about sportswashing,
denying that the takeover was an example.
The majority owner, PIF, is yet to do a
British interview, though Al-Rumayyan
said he "did not recognise the term"
sportswashing when it was put to him by
BBC Sport in June.
Simon Chadwick - professor of sport and
geopolitical economy at Skema Business
School - says that, with three-quarters of
the Saudi Arabia population being under
35, the priority for the country's investment
in sport is to engage and entertain that
age group, in part to avoid them getting
"agitated and calling for change".
He also says a quarter of the population are
either obese or have diabetes, so investing
in boxing or football, or even Formula 1, is
seen as a way of trying to avoid a "public
health crisis".
"I don't discount sportswashing but there's
a whole load of other things that I think
the Saudi Arabians are trying to achieve,"
says Chadwick. "So when you get Saudi
Arabian officials sidestepping questions
about sportwashing, I think what they are
talking about and thinking about are some
of the much bigger challenges that Saudi
Arabia as a country faces."
Saudi Arabia's socio-economic issues seem
a world away from Newcastle's pursuit of
European success, and may be of no direct
interest to many of the club's fans.
Hatem says: "I don't think we should
swerve questions and say we love Saudi
Arabia, but we're just going to have to
keep dealing with it and we should engage,
as we have done.
"But equally I don't think it makes us
hypocrites for wanting to continue to
follow our club, as we always have. We
followed them before the Saudis came and
when the Saudis are gone, we'll still follow
them."
-BBC

