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Protests, teargas
and detention:

NEFF’s week of action
n

Kelvin Chiringa

The Namibia Economic Freedom Fighters
(NEFF) leader, Epaphras Mukwiilongo,
activist Dimbulukeni Nauyoma and Michael
Amushelelo ended up in police holding cells
this Friday after days of relentless protests
and an attempt to shut down Chinese
business.
The party’s official Facebook page
announced that they would appear in court
on Friday the 13th of May 2022.
The same page also said a meeting with the
police had “resolved to release all detained
Protestors with immediate effect as they
have not committed any crime”.
However, the party’s Kalimbo Ipumbu and
their lawyer, Kadhila Amoomo, could not
confirm whether they had been released by
the time of publication.

Amushelelo this week has been on the
frontline, touring the country and supporting
various strikes led by security guards and
construction workers, against warnings by
labour minister, Utoni Nujoma that he was
breaking the law.
Things came to a head Friday morning after
the NEFF economic commissar stormed into

Chinese businesses at China Town where he
railed against what he called the oppression
of locals by foreigners selling counterfeit
products in Namibia.
Police Inspector General, Sebastian
Ndeitunga called for his instant arrest
Thursday evening, after which he handed
himself over to the police by Friday morning.

Cowards like those people won’t
scare me: Nujoma jabs at red berets
n

n PAGE
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Brendon McCullum
brings 'bolt of
excitement' to England
- Jonathan Agnew

Kelvin Chiringa

Labour minister Utoni Nujoma has once
again opened his gunnery of criticism against
the Namibia Economic Freedom Fighters
calling them a bunch of cowards that are
inciting the masses and breaking the law.
Nujoma said he did not care that he was
labeled “useless” and demeaned via the tag
“bundle-of-joy” arguing that the red berets
are playing politics to win over the working
class ahead of critical elections.

He has faced off with the reds in parliament
where he characterised them as paparazzi
politicians who invaded work spaces with
cameras to be seen to be representing
workers.
“We have all these radical elements
inciting the people. They are exploiting the
vulnerability of these workers. No, they are
not winning, they are just causing havoc.
They say they have oversight, oversight
of what? If you are a parliamentarian your
oversight is with parliamentary committees

Continued on P2

PAGE 1

The Villager

1

that must be constituted and approved by the
speaker.”
“And I am sure the police are looking at
these issues. They have no right whatsoever
to enter premises if the right of admission
is reserved. I am a freedom fighter and I
have been fighting all my life to liberate this
country. Cowards like those people will not
scare me. It’s all political propaganda,” he
jabbed.
Continued on P2

His spouse, Julieta, fellow activist
Nauyoma, NEFF leader Mukwiilongo
and other party members would also soon
follow him after the police picked them
up at China town where they attempted to
close down businesses.
Continued on P2
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The arrests were condemned by their lawyer,
Kadhila Amoomo, who said the police had
no right to break down protestors and that
they also arrested passersby.
“No, I think it’s unlawful because I do not
think it was necessary to say the least. But
also, the police have various functions
contemplated in terms of the Police Act and
one of those functions is obviously to keep
order and peace in society. But as they do
so, they have this tendency of immediately
resorting to arrest even when it is not
necessary. A competent riot policing could
have easily dispersed that crowd,” he said.
Police Deputy Inspector General, Joseph
Shikongo said there had been plans to meet
the red berets on the 17th of May to discuss
the manner in which they were storming
business premises.
He however, emphasised that while they
have a mandate to protect law and order,
the police did not condone the oppression of
Namibians.
“We are not there to condone anything
but I think we are always encouraging the
mechanism that are there to engage. And I
think if Amushelelo is from a party which
is called NEFF, they wrote us a letter as
an organisation and that letter we have
acknowledged, we wrote them back that we
are going to engage them on the 17th, we
have a meeting with them at the police Head
Quarters. They could come and engage
us and we could discuss some of these
problems,” he said.
An outpouring of support
Amushelelo’s arrest, livestreamed on his
mobile phone, was met with backlash from
some quarters of society with the LPM’s
parliamentary spokesperson, Utaara Mootu,
calling for his immediate release.
“We won’t just sit back and watch Ndeitunga
take the law into his hands, where was the
law when NamRa burned the goods. How
can you shoot people who are standing up
for their rights, if it’s a fight that they want,
a fight they will get! Free Amushelelo!” she
said.
The
Affirmative
Repositioning
spokesperson, Simon Amunime also led a
delegation to the police station for possible
negotiations with the police.
“I joined a delegation to meet up with the
Namibian police leadership at the National
Police Headquarter. We had resolved with
the police for the immediate release of all
the Protestors currently detained at the
Windhoek Police station in Town. Any one
waging a war against the oppression of our
people must be supported!” he said.
SPYL blasts Amushelelo and NAMRA in
one breath
The Swapo Party Youth League (SPYL) has
condemned the Namibia Revenue Agency
(NAMRA) for selective morality, arguing
that the destruction of counterfeit goods
should apply to everyone.
SPYL’s condemnation comes at a time
when black Namibian “Order-by-me”
entrepreneurs feel targeted while Chinese
retailers who ship in counterfeit goods have
been allowed to trade their wares untouched
at China Town.
Although activist and NEFF economic
commissar, Michael Amushelelo, has also
condemned NAMRA, the Swapo youth
wing blasted him too for taking matters into
his hands and disrupting Chinese business at
China Town.
“The Swapo Party Youth League (SPYL)
would like to denounce actions and
different treatments towards the imported
counterfeit products in Namibia. Secondly,
SPYL calls on NAMRA to investigate the

Utoni Nujoma

public concerns and to ensure there is equal
treatment in how the issue of counterfeit
products are dealt with country wide and
that NAMRA ensure an increase in public
awareness on their mandate and the do's
and don't around business activities of these
nature.”
“The SPYL took note of the chaotic incident
that took place on 12 May 2022 in China
Town, Katutura, Windhoek where some
members of the public decided to take the
law into their own hands. The actions of
alleged “crime control” by vigilante groups
is criminal and we call on all peaceful loving
Namibians not to condone such behaviour
or participate in it,” said the ruling party
youth chapter.
SPYL said it is calling on members society
not to take matters into their own hands.
They said they are also directing them to
approach the relevant institutions to express
grievances and demand for justice where
this is necessary.
“These activities are a a serious violation of
public order and a subversion of the rule of
law. As can be seen and heard from videos
circulating on social media, it is clear that
the individual concerned is inciting public
disorder and violence.”
“This is clear from the call to burn fake things
or for those shops to be closed down. The
unfortunate reaction and unlawful conduct
by certain members of society is misplaced
and should be strongly condemned for what
it is, which is criminal in scope and nature.”
“These disruptive behaviours are creating
volatility in the business environment and
likely to negatively affect our workers
and therefore their livelihood. Namibia is
a country of law and order and we should
allow the institutions lawfully entrusted
with the mandate to investigate, and enforce
the relevant law in respect of the issues our
society is concerned about,” said SPYL.
This week Amushelelo and Dimbulukeni
Nauyoma attempted to shut down China
Town.
Ahead of the protest action, Inspector
General Sebastian Ndeitunga, called for
the immediate arrest of Amushelelo who
handed himself over Friday morning.
Nauyoma proceeded with the protest but it
was cut short by tear-gas and rubber bullets
before he too was bundled up and whisked
to the police station.
We won’t hold back: NAMRA
NAMRA has maintained that it only
operating within the scope of its mandate,
arguing that counterfeit goods are harmful
to society.
NAMRA boss, Sam Shivute, said he would
not target a specific group of people, in this
case the Chinese, in his cracking down on
fake products.
Taking to his official Facebook page,
Shivute said, “In our efforts to administer
tax and customs laws in Namibia, we will
do this relentlessly and passionately.”
He added, “No weapons formed against
us will prosper. No amount of threats or
intimidation will stop us from fulfilling our
legal mandate. Even the threats to put some
of us in “ETITI” or praying for our down fall
will not succeed.”
“We are divinely protected, working in
a divine order. No individual is bigger
than a system. We are a system working
collectively and in unison. All customs
officials and taxation officials are under
direct order to step up their enforcement
efforts strictly in accordance with the Tax
and Customs Laws of Namibia. This must
be done without fear or favour. We are
committed to serve Namibia with passion.”

The minister rather shifted blame for
the outbursts of protest action witnesses
this week at various work spaces to the
war in Ukraine and the global economic
weaknesses.
“And then while we are trying to recover
now again, we have the Russian/Ukrainian
war. As a result, prices have sky-rocketed,
basic commodities are too expensive. So,
the people are agitated, they think that
businesses do not want to… there are wage
negotiations going on, companies are saying
we are strained to the core,” he said.
And while the NEFF has exposed his
many shares in different companies as
they suggested that he can not act against
companies where his interests are, Nujoma

said there is nothing in the law that stops him
from buying shares.
“Why not? Shares are bought. You can go
now to the stock exchange and buy whatever
shares are available. No, no, no, that’s utter
nonsense! My private business has nothing
to do with my duties,” he said.
The minister also said that he was being
insulted in the house, and denied ever
insulting the LPM boss, Bernardus
Swartbooi’s mother saying he comes from a
reputable family where he can not give in to
such.
“We are used to being insulted. My father,
myself, my family. Look, in parliament you
hear them insulting us. No, I don’t, I don’t
(insult back). I was brought up in a reputable
family where I respect the elders.”

“So, they say I have insulted Swartbooi, I
have never seen his mother. Why should I
insult his mother? For what? A poor woman
who has been suffering like my mother too
under the Apartheid regime. Why should
I insult her? So, it is pure propaganda
trying to dirty my name and say I do not
deserve anything because I have been in the
bandwagon of my father’s name. Ah, pure
lies,” he said.
Nujoma has increasingly come under fire at
the back of accusations that his ministry has
done little to rescue workers from the jaws
of poor salaries and bad work environment.
The minister however wants an orderly
manner of problem solving, adding that
anyone who wants to speak for the workers
must be registered by law.

FIMA regulation still harmful
despite postponement

n

Justicia Shipena

Former Windhoek mayor, Job Amupanda,
and Trade Union Congress of Namibia
(Tucna) 's secretary-general, Mahongora
Kavihuha, have said the postponement of
the Financial Institutions and Markets Act
(FIMA) does not change the it from being
harmful to Namibians.
Their comments came after the finance
ministry Friday morning announced the
postponement of implementing the draft
regulation of FIMA.
The ministry announced the postponement to
allow adequate time for broader consultations
on the envisaged regulation for compulsory
preservation of retirement benefits.
According to Amupanda, the postponement
does not mean the act is called off.
"All we get is a breather, but we are yet to
determine what is happening in their mind,"
he said, adding that he still does not trust the
minds that bought the idea of FIMA.
"So, we are keeping our eyes on the ball. We
remain resolute and determined that this is a
bad thing with bad intentions to loot money,

benefit the elites and allow for a broke
government to use the resources and savings
of the workers to solve their bankruptcy
problems. We are monitoring this thing
carefully,” he said.
Kavihuha told The Villager that he welcomes
the move, “But that does not mean we should
go and sleep now."
He added that this means, Namfisa should
come out and define who its stakeholders are.
"They should work out a comprehensive,
inclusive approach on how they will carry
out the consultation, and they should also
find a proper analysis around the issue of
pension funds. And that will never take the
country forward. We need to start having
institutionalised social dialogue where you
have institutions that carry out a consultation
in a proper manner,” he said.
Previously, National Union of Namibian
Workers (NUNW) vice president Phillip
Munenguni had said significant controversies
have occurred concerning this matter.
Munenguni stated that they were not
consulted and were ignored on inquiries
made on the matter.

He expressed that members expressed
disappointment with Namfisa wanting
to regulate their money without proper
consultation.
But finance minister Iipumbu Shiimi said
that low retirement savings increased the
state's future burden due to more people
becoming dependent on social grants and
public services.
Shiimi made these remarks in the National
Assembly while emphasising that FIMA
regulations were still in the draft stage.
According to Shiimi the problem of low
retirement savings is further exacerbated by
rising life expectancies.
Shiimi had explained that there is a greater
need and responsibility to preserve retirement
benefits for the state and every individual.
According to the draft regulations under
the FIMA act, individuals would only have
access to 25% of their pension if they resign
from their employment before 55, while they
would only access 75% after the age of 55.
FIMA is administered by the Namibia
Financial Institutions Supervisory Authority
(Namfisa).

Matter of fact: The Villager erroneously reported in our Thursday
edition that Mayor Sade Gawanas rejected Job Amupanda's claims
that the recruitment process for a City of Windhoek CEO is marred
by corruption. As a matter of fact, the mayor is yet to interrogate
Amupanda's allegations and no conclusion has been made yet. We
apologise for the error.
The Villager
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COVID 19 regulations remain
unchanged

N

n

Ludorf Iyambo

amibia’s COVID-19 public
health and safety regulations
remain unchanged and have
been extended for the period
commencing Monday, 16
May 2022 until midnight, Wednesday, 15
June 2022.
In his latest briefing, President Hage Geingob
said the number of people permitted at
gatherings remains unchanged at 1 000.
However, he stressed on the importance of
maintaining physical distance and wearing
of face masks.
Geingob addressed the nation this week
Friday at his 43rd Covid-19 update on the
national response measures.
Namibia has now recorded a cumulative total
of 162,020 cases, since the 17 March 2020 of
which a total 1,034 remain actively infected.
So far, the cumulative number of deaths
resulting from COVID-19 and related
illnesses stands at 4 029 or 2.5 percent of
cases.
“While COVID-19 has seemingly come to
stay, requiring of humanity to ‘learn to live
with this disease in our midst’, we must
by all means try to keep this disease out
of our bodies, by avoiding infections and
reinfections,” said Geingob.
Further, the rate of infection has risen sharply
over the last 29-day observance period,
recording a three-fold increase in the weekly
positivity rate, from 2.1 percent in the week
commencing 11 April to 7.5 percent as at 11
May 2022.
According to him, year-on-year data
comparisons further reveal that at this time
last year, the positivity rate in the country
stood at 11.9 percent, at the onset of the Third
Wave.

New COVID 19 cases
The rise in new cases has been recorded
predominantly in the towns of Windhoek,
Rehoboth, Okahandja and Otjiwarongo, and
is attributable primarily to cluster-outbreaks
in various Primary and Secondary schools
and hostels.
Health minister Dr Kalumbi Shangula
said from the 11 May 2022, Namibia has
recorded a total of 159 693 COVID-19 cases
out of the 1 016 295 samples tested.
He said the aactive cases have increased
from 296 during the previous briefing to 1
034 currently.
Shangula added that eight lives were lost
since the last public briefing, bringing
the number of deaths to 4 029 since the
beginning of the pandemic.
“The number of deaths increased from 7
deaths reported during the preceding 25
days to deaths reported during the period of
26 days of this dispensation, an increase of
14.3%. Moreover, the number of COVID-19
patients admitted to hospitals increased to
an average of 17 per day as compared to
12 reported during the preceding 26 days.
Similarly, the number of COVID-19 patients
admitted to ICU has increased from 0 to 9
cases currently,” said Shangula.

Digital Vaccination Certificate
Shangula said Namibia has announced
recently that persons who need digital
vaccination certificates for travelling
purposes can now access this service via
an internet link provided on the Ministry’s
various media platforms.
He added that the ttravellers are able to
receive their digital vaccination certificates
on line.
Those who need assistance with
troubleshooting can contact the toll free
COVID-19 Call Centre at 0800 100 100.

WHAT CAN
I DO ON
LELA PAY?
Placing Classified Adverts/Messages
on Eagle FM App,Imba App,
Lela Pay App and placing Adverts in
The Villager & many more Vendors.
Make Payments.
One can place Messages of any events
including (Promotion, Invitations, Birthday
wishes, Funeral Notices) and any
announcement you wish to Announce on
a national level starting from N$3.50
per message.
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COSAFA to elect new ExCo this Saturday

n

Staff Writer

C

OSAFA will elect a new
Executive Committee at its
General Assembly which is to
be held in Windhoek, Namibia
on Saturday 14th May, ushering in a new
dawn for an organisation that has gone from
strength-to-strength in recent years.
Current COSAFA President Dr Phillip
Chiyangwa has indicated he will not
stand for a second term having overseen
the tremendous growth in the number of
tournaments staged during his five years at
the helm.
It means new leadership at the very top of
the organisation will be elected at a General
Assembly which was initially scheduled for
late last year.
“The General Assembly should have taken
place in December 2021, but there was the
Omicron COVID-19 variant outbreak which
made it logistically impossible,” COSAFA
General Secretary Sue Destombes says.
“The Namibian Football Association and the
Namibian government have taken the lead
to host this event, for which we are grateful.
“In respect of our Statutes, it's a General
Assembly, but we do have the added agenda
item in there for the election of all of our
office bearers, from the President right
through to the Ordinary Members.
“We've got the position of President up for
election, the position of the Vice-President
and we have five Ordinary Members to be
elected this year
“This is ground-breaking, it's an historic
elective General Assembly because it's the
first time that a woman must be elected as
one of the Ordinary Members. At least one

woman, but there could be more.”
Angola Football Federation President Mr
Artur Almeida e Silva is the only candidate
nominated for the role of COSAFA President,
while the President of the Comoros Football
Federation, Mr Said Ali Said Athouman, is
the only nomination for Vice-President.
There are eight nominees for the five
Ordinary Executive Committee Members, of
which one woman must be elected.
They are Mr Timothy Shongwe (Eswatini),
Mr Khiba Mohoanyane (Lesotho), Mr
Andrianony Victorien (Madagascar), Mr
Walter Nyamilandu-Manda (Malawi), Mr
Faizal Sidat (Mozambique), Ms Solandranja
Mahamatova (Madagascar), Ms Anastasia
Tsichlas (South Africa) and Ms Brenda
Kunda (Zambia).
Also attending the General Assembly will
be various invited guests, including the
President of the Confederation of African
Football, Dr Patrice Motsepe, and the
organisation’s General Secretary, Mr Veron
Mosengo-Omba.
“We are honoured to have the CAF President
with us, as well as the CAF General
Secretary.
We will also be graced with the presence of
Mr Wallace Karia, who is the President of
CECAFA. Mr Mustapha Raji, who is the
President of WAFU A will also be joining
the forum.”
It has also been confirmed that the
Zimbabwe Football Association will not be
in attendance.
“Unfortunately, the Zimbabwe Football
Association is currently suspended by
FIFA. Until such time as the suspension is
lifted, they are not eligible to take part in
any football matters, including this General
Assembly,” Destombes says.

The Villager

4

SUBSCRIBE FOR A FREE COPY
BY SENDING YOUR EMAIL AND NUMBER
TO +264 81 200 4144 << CLICK HERE

The Villager

CONTACT DETAILS

Eagle Media House
33B John Ludwig Street
Klein Windhoek
Office Tel: +264 832888400
Studio Tel: +264 832888 401
Email: news@eaglefm.com.na

5

TO ADVERTISE, CONTACT

TO ADVERTISE

JULIA : Cel: +264 81 848 4264
SALLY
: Cel: +264
81 475 5281
CONTACT
MONICA:
DWIGHT: Cel: +264 81 676 8042
The Villager
The Villager

Email: julia@eaglefm.com.na

Email:
sally@eaglefm.com.na
Cel:
+264
812703727 |
Email: monica@eaglefm.com.na
Email: dwight@eaglefm.com.na

7

5

ENTERTAINMENT

'Top Gun: Maverick' takes off with Tom Cruise
on a rousing flight into the sequel zone
n

Brian Lowry

Nimbly mixing nostalgia and fullthrottle action, "Top Gun: Maverick"
soars higher than it has any right to,
constructing a mostly terrific sequel 36
years later (including a Covid release
delay), using a good but not great movie
as its jumping-off point. That might not
be enough to take your breath away, but
as brawny summer entertainment goes, it
comes shockingly close.
The original featured Tom Cruise on the
early cusp of his movie stardom, but he
demonstrates that even as an older guy
there's still plenty left in the tank. If you
needed bookends for nearly four decades
of roles, you could do a whole lot worse
than this.
Older but not necessarily wiser describes
Cruise's Pete Mitchell, a.k.a. Maverick,
the daredevil Navy pilot whose career
hasn't matched his high-flying skills,
largely because he has a bad habit
of sidestepping orders and flouting
authority.
"I'm where I belong," Maverick says,
when asked why he's still a captain after
all these years, following an introduction
to the Kenny Loggins song "Danger
Zone," just to reset the mood.
On the verge of paying the price for that,
he's given the proverbial last chance,
called back to Top Gun to train pilots
for a top-secret mission, among them
Rooster (Miles Teller), the son of the
partner that Mav famously lost in the
first movie.
There's more to it than that, including
an opportunity to reconnect with old
friend Iceman (Val Kilmer, whose offscreen health issues are nicely woven
into the story); butting heads with the
commanding officer (Jon Hamm); and
an old flame (Jennifer Connelly). And
yes, the film replicates the competitive
jockeying among these hard-charging
pilots, although the ranks have been

expanded to involve more people of
color and a woman (Monica Barbaro)
who can more than hold her own.
Cruise reunites with "Oblivion" director
Joseph Kosinski, working from a script
credited to a trio of writers, among
them the star's frequent collaborator
Christopher McQuarrie. Somehow, the
film manages to putty in the intervening
decades on the, um, fly, painting a
portrait of a guy whose "need for speed"
has both propelled him forward and
held him back, especially in terms of
commitment and rootlessness.
Even the seemingly tired plot of
Maverick carrying around guilt over
Goose all these years, and fretting about
adding his kid to that wreckage, works
unexpectedly well. Part of that has to do
with the movie's emotional moorings,
which are sentimental without becoming
syrupy. (A dedication to the late Tony
Scott, who directed the original, is
another nice touch.)
Still, it's called "Top Gun" for a reason,
and the aerial sequences are visceral and
effective, conveying the adrenaline rush
and physical toll of hurtling through the
sky as well as the mentality required to
eagerly brave those risks.
Somehow, "Maverick" manages to
recycle those latter beats -- with an
exceptionally well cast class of new
pilots -- and still feel contemporary, all
while approximating the old-fashioned
virtues of the kind of movies that
flourished in the '80s but have found
the theatrical skies considerably less
friendly in recent years.
Paramount waited a long time in order
to launch "Top Gun" in theaters, and
that bet seems likely to pay off. Because
while you could watch Maverick's
heroics in the comfort of home, like the
man said, the big screen is where he
belongs.
-CNN

'Our Father' turns a fertility doctor's betrayal
into a horror-movie documentary
n

Brian Lowry

There have been other stories about
fertility doctors who abused their
positions, and even a short-lived Fox
drama built around the idea. Condensed
into a documentary premiering on
Netflix, "Our Father" captures the pain
and betrayal associated with that, while
diluting the message by shooting and
scoring the production using horrormovie conventions.
Employing dramatic recreations in
subtle but manipulative ways, the film
methodically breaks down the actions
of Dr. Donald Cline, an Indiana fertility
specialist who lied to his patients by
using his own sperm to inseminate
dozens of them.
The availability of DNA testing allowed
those who gradually began to learn the
truth to seek out information regarding
others, conducting what amounted to
a private investigation because of the
inability or reluctance of local officials

to take action against Cline, who was,
outwardly, a pillar of the community.
Those events were set in motion by
Jacoba Ballard, who was understandably
shocked to discover that DNA showed
she had several half-siblings. Director
Lucie Jourdan proceeds from there to
speak with others, including parents,
children and associates of Cline -who say they had "no idea" what was
happening -- exploring everything
from their dumbfounded reactions to
the mechanics of how the doctor could
have gotten away with the practice for
so long.
The production notes describe that as
"an unimaginable breach of trust," a
message that comes through loud and
clear. But the film becomes murkier in
seeking to identify motives for Cline's
actions, either in his personality or
religious beliefs, while relying upon
creepy music and camera angles to
unnecessarily embellish the material.
(The fact that horror-movie factory

Blumhouse is behind the project is
unfortunately evident.)
As noted, Cline isn't the only fertility
specialist to be accused of doing this,
with the HBO documentary "Baby God"
encompassing a similar story about a Las
Vegas doctor. It's nonetheless remarkable
hearing one of the children discuss
finding out about being connected to
Cline by watching an episode of "Dr.
Phil."
Netflix has enjoyed its share of success
with similarly themed and executed fare,
"The Tinder Swindler" being a recent
example. The popularity of the truecrime genre, however, frequently comes
with a slimy tilt toward pandering to
baser instincts, which is the case here.
The sense of violation that this story
entails is almost palpable, and "Our
Father" certainly conveys that. If only
the filmmakers had trusted the audience
enough to present it in a more unadorned
manner.
-CNN
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Big Lips

Debt distress in Africa: biggest
problems, and ways forward

Mukwiilongo, beware the
Ides of March!

Diversified
Thinking
Could
Save Us
n

Megameno Shinana

The COVID pandemic has had a profoundly negative
impact on Africa’s sovereign debt situation. Currently,
22 countries are either in debt distress or at high risk
of debt distress. This means that African governments
are struggling to pay the debts that they incurred on
behalf of their states. For example, Mozambique and
Zimbabwe are already in debt distress. Others at high
risk include Malawi, Zambia and Comoros.
This situation is likely to be exacerbated by the war
between Russia and Ukraine. The conflict is causing
commodity prices, particularly food and gasoline, to
rise. It is also disrupting the supply chains of critical
goods like fertilisers.
The ability of countries to manage their debt is
complicated by the changing composition of the debt.
They now owe more money to a broader range of
creditors.
In 2020, sub-Saharan Africa had a total external debt
stock of US$702.4 billion, compared to US$380.9
billion in 2012. The amount owed to official creditors,
including multilateral lenders, governments and
government agencies, increased from about US$119
billion to US$258 billion.
In the past, official creditors of African countries were
primarily the rich Western states and multilateral
institutions like the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund. This group has now expanded
to include China, India, Turkey and multilateral
institutions like the African Export-Import Bank and
the New Development Bank.
In addition, the amount of bonds issued by African
states on international markets has tripled in the last
10 years. These bonds are held by a broad range of
investors such as insurance companies, pension funds,
hedge funds, investment banks and individuals.
In our new book we address the challenges that
these changes have created for sovereign debt
management for the 16 countries in the Southern
Africa Development Community.
We hope the book will stimulate debate among
academics, activists, policymakers and practitioners
on how Southern Africa Development Community
should manage its debt. Five recommendations
emerge from the contribution. These include the need
for enhanced debt transparency and an approach to
debt management that takes into account a host of
factors beyond just finance.
The landscape
The book contains a series of essays initially presented
in several virtual workshops held in 2020. The
participants sought to understand the debt challenges
facing countries in the Southern Africa Development
Community. They also offered policy-oriented
recommendations for dealing with them.
The book includes contributions from a multidisciplinary group of international experts as well
as African researchers. In their contributions they
discuss the complexities of debt management and
restructuring – generally and in the Southern Africa
Development Community member states.
They pay attention to the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on the debt situation but also recognise that
it is only one factor contributing to the difficult debt
situation in the region. Thus, they also focus on the
broader domestic and international factors that are
shaping debt management in the region.
In an effort to chart a way forward, the contributing
authors addressed the following four themes:
•
The impact of structural changes in the
global economy on the Southern Africa Development
Community debt landscape. An example is the
increasing importance of finance in the global
economy.
•
The challenges of sovereign debt
management and restructuring in the region;
•
The implications of the lack of transparency
on the accumulation and use of sovereign debt;
•
Options for incorporating human rights
and social considerations into sovereign debt
renegotiations and restructuring.
Contributors make five key recommendations:
The first concerns debt transparency. The
recommendation is that countries in the region
should adopt comprehensive debt data disclosure
requirements and state borrowing procedures that
are transparent and participatory. The aim would

In his classic act titled Julius Ceaser, William Shakespeare creates
a scene where a soothsayer warns Julius Ceaser to be aware of the
Ides of March. To begin with, the Ides of March fell on the 15th of
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debts, but in Shakespeare’s play, a day of bad luck, and indeed the
day Ceaser would be assassinated. To be wary of the Ides of March
is thus to be warned of a misfortune on its way, but in Shakespeare’s
book, Ceaser disregards the prophecy only to be assassinated on the
very day when it came. Here, it is important to point out that in Julius
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be to facilitate holding relevant decision makers
accountable.
Debt transparency is the cornerstone of reforming debt
management. Sovereign debtors should follow well
publicised, predictable and binding legal procedures
in incurring new financial obligations. In addition,
they should disclose the amount and contractual terms
of their loans. This should include any arrangements
for enhancing the security of the loan. An example
is resource-backed loans. In these loans repayment
is either made in natural resources or is guaranteed
by the revenues generated by the sale of the natural
resource.
Sovereign debtors should disclose this information to
their creditors, the multilateral financial institutions
of which they are member states. They should also
make the information publicly available through
national platforms.
Good governance. This involves strengthening
national debt management policies to deal with issues
of governance.
Transparency on its own won’t ensure responsible
borrowing. Debt management frameworks and
practices should conform to all the principles of
good governance. The list includes transparency,
participation, accountability, reasoned decisionmaking and effective institutional arrangements.
Legal predictability. This involves strengthening
contractual provisions in debt contracts.
Debt is a contractual relationship. It is therefore
important – for debtors and creditors – to enter into
contracts that are as comprehensive as possible.
This means contracts should fairly allocate risks
between the parties. This would include, for example,
accommodating who is better able and more willing to
accept the risks. In addition, contracts should provide
the parties with clear answers to issues that could
arise between them.
This would require policymakers providing guidance
to their debt managers on the terms and conditions
they can accept in contractual negotiations.
Comparability of treatment during restructuring.
This means that, when needed, all creditors should
participate on comparable terms in any sovereign
debt restructuring. Southern Africa Development
Community sovereign debtors can improve creditor
confidence by offering all creditors comparable
treatment. This would give them comfort that any
relief they provided would benefit the debtor rather
than other creditors.
This should facilitate the debtor’s efforts to reach
agreement with all its creditors.
A comprehensive approach. Sovereign debt is not just
a financial issue. It has implications for the social,
political, economic, cultural and environmental
situation in the debtor country. It requires a
comprehensive approach to debt restructuring that
incorporates all relevant stakeholders. This includes
citizens of the debtor states, multilateral creditors,
bilateral creditors, and private creditors such as
bondholders, institutional investors of various sorts
and commercial banks.
It also requires that all necessary issues are addressed.
These range from financial sustainability to the
social, human rights and environmental impacts of
the restructuring.
The sovereign debtor and its creditors must therefore
seek to effectively engage with each of these actors
and with all of these issues.
These recommendations show that there is a need for
more innovative approaches to sovereign debt. One
possible approach is the DOVE (Debts of Vulnerable
Economies) Fund. It will use funds raised from all the
stakeholders in sovereign debt to buy the bonds of
African debtors in distress and commit to only agree
to a debt restructuring that complies with a set of
published principles based on international standards
that support a comprehensive approach to the debt
restructuring.
Danny Bradlow
SARCHI Professor of International Development
Law and African Economic Relations, University of
Pretoria
Magalie Masamba
Post-doctoral Fellow, Centre for Human Rights,
University of Pretoria
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United States passes one million
Covid deaths

n

Bernd Debusmann Jr

The US has passed more than one million
Covid-related deaths, says the White
House.
President Joe Biden said the country was
marking "a tragic milestone" and each
death was "an irreplaceable loss".
It's the highest official total in the world although the World Health Organization
believes the true death toll may be much
higher elsewhere. The US has also
recorded more than 80 million Covid
cases, out of a 330 million population. The
first confirmed case was reported on 20
January 2020, when a man flew home to
Seattle from Wuhan in China.
The 35-year-old survived, after 10 days
of pneumonia, coughs, fever, nausea and
vomiting. But deaths began to be reported
just a few weeks later.
In the two years since, death rates have
ebbed and flowed as waves of the virus
swept across the country - reaching highs
of more than 4,000 a day in early 2021.
Public health experts give several reasons
for the high US death toll - including
high rates of obesity and hypertension,
overworked hospital systems, some
vaccine hesitancy and a large older
population.
Each US state may have a slightly different
way to define a Covid death, and such
deaths are often not solely because of the
virus.
"One million Covid deaths, one million

empty chairs around the family dinner
table, each irreplaceable losses," said
President Biden in a televised statement on
Thursday morning.
"Our heart goes out to all those who are
struggling, asking themselves, how do
we go on without him, how do we go on
without her?" The president ordered the
White House flags to be lowered to half
mast to mark the milestone.
When did the deaths take place?
The US has seen the number of daily
reported deaths spike on several occasions,
often coming as new variants spread across
the country. The first wave - the initial
pandemic - saw highs of more than 2,500
daily reported deaths in April 2020, about
eight months before the first vaccines were
rolled out in December.
"The dangerous surges, where our
hospitals were full and new deaths were
overwhelming, have all come on the heels
of new variants," Dr Mark Cameron, an
associate professor in the department
of population and quantitative health
sciences at Case Western University in
Ohio, told the BBC. Most of the one
million Americans who died during the
pandemic lost their lives after the vaccines
were introduced. That's down to the sheer
scale of people still catching the virus - it
does not mean the vaccines aren't working.
Vaccines massively cut severe Covid risk.
A study from the Rand Corporation
credited the jabs with saving 140,000 lives
in the US by May 2021 alone.

A separate analysis by the Peterson Center
for Healthcare and the Kaiser Family
Foundation in April this year estimated
that around a quarter of the US deaths about 234,000 people - could have been
prevented with vaccines.
"You can't necessarily simplify this to be
a pandemic of the unvaccinated. Everyone
knows someone who had the whole
vaccination regimen and still got very
sick," Dr Cameron added. "But the data
is clear, the risk of Covid-19 and death is
higher in the unvaccinated."
Where in the US did the deaths take place?
Of the 50 US states, the highest death toll
has been reported in California, where
about 90,000 people have died.
California is followed closely by Texas
(about 86,000), Florida (about 74,000) and
New York (about 68,000).
On a per capita basis, CDC data shows
that Mississippi has suffered about 418
deaths per 100,000 residents, followed by
Arizona (414), Alabama (399) and West
Virginia (384).
The per capita death rate in these states far
surpasses the average US national rate of
about 300 per 100,000. Experts point to
several reasons why certain states suffered
disproportionately, including unequal
access to healthcare.
Brittany Kmush, an epidemiologist and
global health expert at Syracuse University,
said socio-economic status often affected
"being able to access hospitals with
oxygen and things like that when patients
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need them".
Dr Monica Gandhi, an infectious diseases
physician and professor at the University
of California San Francisco, said vaccine
hesitancy also explains higher death tolls
in certain states.
In her analysis, shortcomings in
vaccinations have contributed more to
the US death toll than other public health
measures, such as masking or isolation.
Demographic trends
While deaths have been reported across all
age and ethnic groups, experts note that
certain sectors of the population have been
more likely to die - particularly the elderly
and those with co-morbidities.
Government data shows the vast majority
of Covid deaths in the US - about 740,000
- have been among those older than 65.
"Looking at severe illness and death, the
demographics haven't changed throughout
the pandemic. It has always been older
adults, and those with co-morbidities
especially," Dr Cameron explained.
CDC data analysed by the Kaiser Family
Foundation shows that overall - particularly
in the early stages of the pandemic in 2020
- black, Hispanic and Native American
populations experienced higher rates of
both infection and death. Public health
experts cite a range of reasons, including
vaccine hesitancy among some groups,
and an elevated risk of exposure due to
working and living conditions.
"Part of that is being unable to separate
yourself from work," Dr Gandhi said.

"And even after the vaccine, there was
some scepticism in some of our black
and Hispanic populations about taking
up the vaccine. But there was a lot more
acceptance after Delta. That really scared
people."
The true toll?
While the death toll from Covid-19 now
officially exceeds one million, the indirect
toll of the virus is likely to be far higher, as
a result of disrupted health systems and a
hesitancy to seek medical attention for fear
of catching the virus.
One study, published in the journal
PLOS Medicine in May 2021, found that
for every 100 deaths directly assigned
to Covid, another 20 "excess" deaths
occurred that were not - many of them in
areas with "lower socio-economic status".
A study released on Thursday by the World
Health Organization put the figure at 140
excess deaths per 100,000 people during
2020 and 2021 - totalling about 930,000
more lives lost than would have been
expected on average.
"People were waiting for surgery and
not seeing their doctors, and [there were]
missed opportunities for serious disease
diagnoses," Dr Cameron said, adding that
this was particularly true for those aged
between 25 and 64.
"It will be years before we even come close
to understanding the impact Covid-19 had
on our overall morbidity and mortality
rates."
-BBC

BUSINESS

Elon Musk puts Twitter deal on hold
over fake account details
n

Peter Hoskins

Elon Musk has said his $44bn (£35bn) deal
to buy Twitter is on hold after he queried
the number of fake or spam accounts on
the social media platform.
He said he was waiting for information
"supporting [the] calculation that spam/
fake accounts do indeed represent less
than 5% of users".
Mr Musk has been vocal on cleaning up
spam accounts.
However, analysts speculated he could be
seeking to renegotiate the price or even
walk away from the takeover.
Following Mr Musk's tweet, Twitter shares
fell as much as 25% in pre-market trading.
He later tweeted that he is "still committed
to acquisition".
Under the terms of the deal, if either
Twitter or Mr Musk walk away they must
pay the other side a termination fee of
$1bn.
Twitter reported more than two weeks ago
that fake accounts accounted for fewer
than 5% of its daily active users during the
first three months of this year.
However, the company said in determining
the amount of spam accounts, "it applied
significant judgment, so our estimation of
false or spam accounts may not accurately
represent the actual number of such
accounts".
"The actual number of false or spam
accounts could be higher than we have
estimated. We are continually seeking to
improve our ability to estimate the total
number of spam accounts," it said.

Mr Musk, who is the richest person in the
world according to Forbes magazine, is
now examining that figure.
Twitter has long had an issue with
automated, fake accounts being used to
relentlessly post content.
Mr Musk has called for "defeating the
spam bots" on Twitter as well as several
other changes, including bringing back
some banned accounts such as that of
former US President Donald Trump.
Dan Ives, a tech analyst at investment firm
Wedbush Securities, said Mr Musk's tweet
would "send this Twitter circus show into
a Friday the 13th horror show".
He said Wall Street would now "view this
deal as 1) likely falling apart, 2) Musk
negotiating for a lower deal price, or 3)
Musk simply walking away from the deal
with a $1bn break-up fee".
Mr Ives said if Mr Musk did still decide
to go ahead with the deal, a "clear
renegotiation is likely on the table".
He added many would view him
highlighting the number of spam accounts
"as a way to get out of this deal in a vastly
changing market".
"The nature of Musk creating so much
uncertainty in a tweet (and not a filing) is
very troubling to us... and now sends this
whole deal into a circus show with many
questions and no concrete answers as to
the path of this deal going forward."
Another twist in the tale of Elon Musk's
attempt to own Twitter.
One of his priorities, he said, was to "clean
up" the platform - weeding out the bots
and spam accounts that he believes drag it

down.
Spend any time on it and you'll certainly
see evidence of both.
However, Twitter says that less than 5% of
its active users are fake.
So does that mean there is no diamond in
the rough to be polished here, that what
you see on Twitter is what you get after all?
And if so, does that make it less valuable
a proposition?
It is of course also possible that his new
hesitation stems from how he intends to
finance the deal - he's already had to sell
some of his valuable Tesla stock to raise
funds, and that's had an impact on the car

firm too.
Mr Musk has some thinking to do.
Mr Musk is also chief executive of Tesla
and he has used large chunks of his shares
in the electric car maker to help finance the
Twitter takeover.
He has sold $8.5bn worth of shares in
Tesla and had planned to borrow $12.5bn
secured against his shares, though this was
reduced to a $6.5bn loan.
Tesla's share price has fallen sharply
since Mr Musk revealed he wanted to buy
Twitter on concerns he would have to sell
more stock.
But after Mr Musk tweeted that the deal

was temporarily on hold, Tesla's share
price jumped by 6.7% in pre-market trade.
Mr Musk's latest move comes after an
announcement that two Twitter executives
are leaving the social media company.
Kayvon Beykpour, who led Twitter's
consumer division, and Bruce Falck,
who oversaw revenue, both tweeted on
Thursday that the departures were not their
decisions.
From this week, the firm also said it had
paused most hiring, except for "business
critical roles".
-BBC
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China’s tech workers face layoff
bloodbath amid crackdown, losses

n

Kyle Mullin

Rather than a pink slip from his boss,
Zhang Wei found out he was about to lose
his job at Chinese video streamer iQiyi via
a work group chat.
Zhang’s supervisor only confirmed
the news after the cuts at the Beijingheadquartered company last December
leaked to the media.
“Although I knew in advance, I still
couldn’t believe it,” Zhang, who asked to
use a pseudonym, told Al Jazeera.
Zhang is just one of tens of thousands of
workers in China’s tech scene who have
been laid off following Beijing’s stock
price-hammering regulatory crackdown on
private enterprise and years of aggressive
expansion within the sector that analysts
say left some firms overstretched.
Nearly 73,000 workers were let go between
July and mid-April alone, according to
research by TechNode, a media outlet
that covers China’s technology and
startup scene. Later in April, lifestyle app
Xiaohongshu, often described as China’s
version of Instagram, fired about 10

percent of its workforce.
“The causes of not only these layoffs,
but also the frozen headcount in many
divisions, terminated current hiring and
paused internships, are a combination of
poor macroeconomic outlook, pressure to
focus on profits and cut out unprofitable
businesses, and greater regulatory
oversight in the sector,” Rui Ma, an angel
investor and the founder of the Tech Buzz
China podcast, told Al Jazeera.
Worse may be yet to come.
Alibaba and Tencent, the two titans of
the Chinese internet, are making plans to
let go of tens of thousands of employees
combined this year, according to a report
published in March by Reuters, which
cited anonymous sources close to the
firms.
Gao “Noah” Zihao, co-founder of Beta,
a headhunting firm that has worked with
China’s major tech players, said many tech
companies had overstretched themselves
by attempting to “duplicate their business
models” in new industries, pointing to
food delivery platform Meituan’s retail
push and e-commerce platform Jindong’s

foray into groceries as examples.
“These moves were too aggressive to
make money, leaving companies with few
options other than to cut the departments
not making money,” Gao told Al Jazeera.
Gao added that qualified tech candidates
are finding it increasingly difficult to get
job interviews as companies advertise
fewer and fewer openings.
iQiyi, Jindong and Meituan did not
respond to requests for comment.
Yuwan Hu, associate director at Daxue
Consulting, said China’s tech sector is
now undergoing a period of transition after
confronting the limits of one-time growth
engines such as e-commerce.
“Previously, China’s biggest technology
companies were focused on gaming,
e-commerce and other traditional ‘big
internet’ businesses that had a huge
increase in users three to five years
ago,” Hu told Al Jazeera, adding that the
rapid growth led to a lopsided focus that
neglected infrastructure.
‘Market maturations’
Workers “can see the ceiling, due to
market maturations,” Hu said. “And
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government policies are now not that
favourable to big internet. It’s just not
very stable … Now, government policy
is more favourable to what we call ‘hardcore’ emerging technical industries like
AI, cloud computing, biotech and other
infrastructure.”
The importance of one such nascent
industry, big data, is evident in the
Chinese government’s “14th Five-Year
Plan for the development of the big data
industry”, published in November, which
describes the field as a “new driving
force for economic transformation and
development”.
With workers suffering the consequences
of ill-judged business expansions,
authorities have sought to push the “big
internet” industry towards areas that
Beijing considers more sustainable.
“Officials now seem to be saying: ‘We have
a different strategy. We care about actual
employment, and internet companies can’t
produce that,’” Gao said. “Those internet
companies tried very hard and poured a lot
of money into the US stock market. The
pandemic showed everyone that the virtual

economy is not, and cannot, be the only
growth driver.”
Such growth is impossible without
growing pains, according to Ashley
Dudarenok, coauthor of New Retail: Born
in China Going Global.
“The industry is young and ever-changing
at China speed, hence we are just entering a
teenager stage, where there will inevitably
be crises created by management and
overconfident expansion,” Dudarenok told
Al Jazeera.
“Tech
ecosystems
will
continue
developing, figuring out even better what’s
their superpower and how to both best
compete and collaborate with each other.”
After a difficult few years for the sector,
there are nonetheless some hopeful signs
on the horizon.
Chinese state media has in recent weeks
signalled it will offer greater support
to the beleaguered tech firms, raising
expectations of a winding down or
relaxation of the regulatory blitz that
began in 2020.
Ma said she remains optimistic that tech
jobs will remain attractive to workers,
though perhaps less so than in the past.
“So far it [the tech sector] is still giving
out some of the highest salaries in China
… Stock packages have taken a big
hit of course, but that is also a global
phenomenon,” Ma said. “Most of these
jobs are going to be good jobs, but not
necessarily a ticket to financial freedom
like they were at the beginning of the last
decade.”
Despite the recent pain, big tech’s
maturation is likely to benefit skilled
workers in the long term, Gao said.
“People who can code, or the key account
managers who actually have clients, will
always be able to find a good job,” he
said, expressing less optimism about the
prospects of “fancy project managers, who
tell stories with Powerpoint presentations”.
Hu expressed similar hopes for the future.
“The short term will be hard,” she said.
“But within a year or so, there will be two
types of personnel: those without the right
tech backgrounds, who might need to focus
on other industries. And then, there’ll be
people who have relevant digital skills …
They could develop newer skills to have
upgraded jobs within tech.”
For tech workers like Zhang, the sector’s
tumult has come as a wake-up call.
“The updating of technology is very fast.
We need to keep learning so that we will
not be eliminated,” he said. “Not only the
technology industry but also any industry.
I think we need to keep learning all the
time.”
-Al Jazeera
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Nigeria’s Buhari asks ministers with
political ambition to resign
Nigeria’s President Muhammadu Buhari
has directed all members of his cabinet
who nurse political ambitions to resign
their current appointments, according to
the country’s information minister.
“The mandate I have from the president
is to announce that all members of the
Federal Executive Council contesting for
elective office must resign their ministerial
cabinet appointments on or before Monday,
May 16, 2022,” Information Minister Lai
Mohammed, told journalists in the capital,
Abuja, on Wednesday.
Mohammed specified that the instruction
excludes Vice President Yemi Osinbajo
because he was elected alongside Buhari.
The directive came after an appeal court
sitting in Abuja ruled that a section of the
amended electoral act passed this year,
was unconstitutional. The clause prevents
political appointees at any level from
being “a voting delegate or be voted for at
the convention or congress of any political
party for the purpose of the nomination of
candidates for any election”.
The appellate court held that the provision
was “unconstitutional” because it denied
a class of Nigerian citizens their right to

participate in elections.
Asked if the directive would be extended
to other federal appointees outside the
cabinet like the central bank governor who
is attempting an unprecedented presidential
run, Mohammed said only ministers of the
administration are asked to resign.
At least five members of the cabinet are
seeking to succeed Buhari, whose second
term in office ends in 2023, as president on
the platform of the ruling All Progressive
Congress (APC). They include Transport
Minister Rotimi Amaechi and Labour
Minister Chris Ngige.
Abubakar Malami, justice minister and
attorney general of the federation, is
interested in the governorship position for
the northwestern state of Kebbi.
On Tuesday, the Nigerian Senate had
amended the electoral act to allow
“statutory delegates”, to participate and
vote in the conventions, congresses or
meetings of political parties.
Statutory delegates, according to a signed
statement from a presidential spokesman to
the Senate president, include the president,
vice president, members of federal and
state parliaments, governors and their

deputies and others.
Deputy Senate President Ovie OmoAgege, who sponsored a bill for the
amendment said the existing law did not
“provide for the participation of what is
generally known as ‘statutory delegates’ in
the conventions, congresses or meetings of
political parties”.
Omo-Agege is believed to be interested in
contesting for governorship of the southern
Delta state.
Senate President Ahmad Lawan said after
the bill was passed the amendment became
imperative in view of the deficiency
created by the provision of section 84(8)
of the Extant Act.
“The amended Electoral Act of 2022 that
we passed this year, has a deficiency that
was never intended and that deficiency will
deny all statutory delegates in all political
parties from participation in congresses
and conventions,” Lawan said.
The primaries for the governing and
leading opposition parties happen later this
month.
-Al Jazeera

Mob kills student over ‘blasphemy’ in
northern Nigerian college
A college in the northwestern Nigerian
state of Sokoto has been indefinitely shut
after a female student in the school was
killed over alleged blasphemy.
The yet-to-be-identified student was
accused of insulting the Prophet
Muhammad, which led to a mobbing
that resulted in her death on Thursday,
according to reports from local media. Her
body was also allegedly burned afterwards
within the school premises.
Sokoto state’s Governor Aminu Tambuwal
ordered the closure of the school and
directed the Ministry of Higher Education
and relevant security agencies to
investigate the incident. This came after
outrage on social media against the killing,
the state’s Commissioner of Information
Isa Bajini Galadanchi told reporters.
“The governor has called on the people
of the state to remain calm and maintain
peace as the government would take
appropriate actions on the investigation
findings,” Bajini said.
The school’s management described the
incident as an “early morning students
rampage” in a circular dated May 12 and
directed all students to “vacate the college
campus immediately”.
Nigerians are using Twitter to protest
the killing, calling on the government to
ensure that justice was served.
“Murderers of Christian woman in
Sokoto must be arrested & punished!”
Farooq Kperogi, a journalism professor at
Kennesaw State University, said in a tweet.
“Sadly, this sort of consequence-free
murder of people in the name of avenging
“blasphemy” has been going on for far
too long in the North. This must stop!
The monsters in that video are easily
identifiable. The Sokoto State government
must immediately apprehend them and
make an example of them. If that doesn’t
happen, this kind of murderous barbarism
will continue,” he added.
Popular human rights activist Aisha

Yesufu, herself a Muslim, also condemned
the act saying “no one has the right in
anyway whatsoever to kill another”.
Cases of mob attacks against alleged
blasphemy happen intermittently in
Nigeria, as “many Shariah laws in northern
Nigeria continue to criminalise blasphemy
and result in harsh punishments for
blasphemers,” according to the United
States Commission on International
Religious Freedom.
The north of Nigeria, Africa’s most
populous country, is majority Muslim
while the south is predominantly Christian.
The country’s Criminal Code prohibits any
act that publicly insults any religion and
stipulates a prison sentence of up to two
years, while there are Islamic laws against
blasphemy by sharia courts in 12 northern
states.
The latter are “exclusively concerned with
actions considered insulting to Muslims,
the punishment for which can be as severe
as execution”, according to the Berkley
Center for Religion, Peace, and World
Affairs at Georgetown University.
“Most blasphemy accusations are made by
Muslims against Christians and frequently
trigger mob violence before any official
actions like police arrests and judicial trials
can be taken. Blasphemy is thus primarily
a driver of sectarian violence rather than
legal proceedings in the Nigerian context,”
the Berkley Center said.
In April, a Nigerian court sentenced an
atheist to 24 years in prison for making
social media posts considered blasphemous
against Islam. Mubarak Bala, a former
Muslim, was sentenced after pleading
guilty following a lengthy trial during
which he spent nearly two years in prison.
In 2020, a sharia court sentenced Yahaya
Sharif-Aminu, a 22-year-old Muslim
gospel musician, to death for committing
blasphemy in a series of private WhatsApp
messages.
-Al Jazeera

The Villager

14

AFRICA

The decaying underbelly of Calabar,
Nigeria’s ‘cleanest city’

n

Kingsley charles

Each day, just after dawn in the sleepy
southern Nigerian city of Calabar, Hannah
Edet sets up shop within the perimeter of
a mountain of rubbish right in the heart of
Watts Market, or Urua Watts as locals call
it.
She dangles a thick bunch of fresh
pumpkin leaves to passing commuters
and vehicles, advertising to them in her
native Efik language, ignoring the stench
of decomposing rubbish in the air. The
refuse, which piles up to four feet high, has
spilled over onto the main road, slowing
down traffic. Drivers, winding through the
route, spit out in disgust while pedestrians
press their palms tightly to their noses.
Edet’s voice is croaky as she laments to
Al Jazeera: “This thing [the smell of the
rubbish] has blocked my nose and throat.
I’m not feeling comfortable.”
In the mid-2000s, Calabar, a former slave
port during the days of British colonial
rule, emerged as a tourism destination for
local and foreign visitors attracted to its
beautiful green scenery, rich culture and
proximity to the Atlantic Ocean.
Between 2003-2006, former Liberian
president Charles Taylor, who was fleeing
his country on allegations of war crimes,
lived in exile in a seaside villa in the city
with his family.
The city’s annual Christmas carnival,
once hailed as Africa’s biggest street
party, played host to a range of notable

performers, including the South African
composer and trumpeter Hugh Masekela
and Senegalese-American rapper Akon.
In 2007, a report by The New Humanitarian,
then part of the United Nations Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs,
declared: “Of the many towns and cities on
the African continent, Calabar must be one
of the cleanest.”
These days, the city has lost its allure.
A trickle-down effect
In places where a plush line of trees once
existed, pockets of trash dot the scenery
instead. In some areas, rubbish trailing the
streets now hosts a formidable breed of
houseflies and scavengers.
Within the metropolis, the gutters are
awash with refuse or thick with overgrown
weed. Dan Archibong Memorial Park,
which sits adjacent to the city mall, is
under lock and key but also home to weeds
and a mass of fallen leaves.
A number of Urua Watts traders maintain
that the central landfill at Lemna on the
outskirts of the city – Calabar’s major solid
waste dumpsite – has reached maximum
capacity and that the refuse overflow could
also be the result of a boycott by garbage
collectors over unpaid salaries.
And that has had a trickle-down effect
on the pockets of residents like Edet, a
45-year-old single parent to five children
– and their health.
“Last week, my neighbour was terribly
sick [and] just recovered,” she said, her

eyes becoming misty with tears. “In fact,
it’s him that advised me to take some
antibiotics and Paracetamol to help me a
little.”
According to her, the garbage collectors
last came to evacuate the waste on April 8.
“Most times flies from the refuse perch
on the pumpkin and this scares customers
away,” Edet told Al Jazeera, gesturing at
her scant vegetables. “That’s why I didn’t
buy as much market as I used to because
when they [buyers] come, they cover their
noses and run. Formerly, it wasn’t like this,
especially in the time of Donald Duke.”
A strategic ecotourism agenda
Between 1999-2007, the governor of
Cross River State was a suave saxophoneplaying gentleman called Donald Duke.
Under his administration, the state capital,
Calabar, flourished as a tourism hub.
Taking a cue from his predecessor
Clement Ebri (1992-1993) who focused
on landscaping and nurturing ornamental
plants around the city, Duke upped the
ante. He established resorts and parks and
set up agencies responsible for cleaning
and evacuating waste in the capital and for
beautifying the state.
It was part of a strategic ecotourism
agenda, said Duke Emmanuel, a radio host
and product manager at independent radio
station Hit 95.9 FM Calabar.
“During Donald Duke’s time, the focus of
the state was basically tourism,” he told
Al Jazeera. “It was typical to find waste
bins and baskets at strategic points within,
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say, 100 meters and they were regularly
cleared, compared to what we have now.”
“Because tourism was at the heart of the
administration, the salaries of the waste
management guys were promptly paid,”
Emmanuel said. “In fact, there were
reports that Donald Duke would drive
incognito to inspect the city’s cleanliness.
It’s just crazy what Calabar metropolis has
degraded into now.”
Effiom Duke (not related to Donald Duke),
deputy national coordinator of Green
Code, an environmental and human rights
advocacy group, blamed the deterioration
of standards on a “lack of strategic
planning” for a population boom and called
for the present dumpsite to be closed.
“We shouldn’t have a dumpsite close to
where people live,” he told Al Jazeera.
“Go and see the level of decongested water
that drips from the dumpsite and flows to
the river where the state’s Water Board
pumping station is.”
“It’s a disgrace to the state and
government,” Effiom added. “During the
time of Donald Duke, it was impossible for
you to find refuse on the road. There were
taskforce agents around strategic points.
If you dropped litter on the road, they’d
arrest you and charge you to tribunal.”
For Uquetan Ibor, senior lecturer in
environmental pollution at the University
of Calabar, the situation is only a
“worrisome” beginning of something
much worse.
The accumulation of rubbish on the streets

has pushed residents into disposing refuse
in the gutters, thereby blocking the narrow
drainage corridors and resulting in flooding
of depressed areas he told Al Jazeera.
“Most times you can’t even enter these
neighbourhoods when it rains,” he added.
“It’s so bad you see people using elevated
bridges to get to their houses.”
Scavengers, Uquetan also added, are now
in the mix, spearheading an unintended
ripple effect.
“They [scavengers] pick these bottles
from those unsanitary conditions and sell
to market women for ridiculously cheap
prices,” he said. “These [market] women
in turn reuse these bottles to sell palm oil,
Zobo and tiger nut drink to residents …
some of these bottles contained products
made from mercury and cyanide.
“Some of them are even petrol products,
like engine oil and such. As you know
this can result in lead poisoning, posing
serious health hazards for the end-users in
the future.”
‘I can’t breathe’
Upon assuming office in 2015, current
State Governor Benedict Ayade stressed his
intention to maintain cleanliness standards
in Calabar as the cleanest city nationwide.
He also constituted a special task force
called Green Police – later renamed Green
Sheriff – as an environmental watchdog.
Four of Ayade’s more than 2,000 special
advisers are specifically assigned to
waste management and in the 2022 state
budget, 1.1 billion Nigerian naira ($2.6m)
was approved for the waste management
agency
This has barely translated to anything
on the streets because of indifference on
the part of the government to effectively
deal with the problem of waste, said
Effiom Duke. “Time and time again our
government has shown that they can’t be
accountable. Of all the money allocated to
waste management, only a tiny fraction is
released … that’s the problem.”
Edet said the task force has been more
preoccupied with identifying houses with
inadequate sewage systems to get bribes
from defaulters rather than maintaining
proper sanitation in the metropolis.
“When it comes to keeping the environment
clean, you will never find these people,”
she told Al Jazeera.
The manager of the Cross River State
Waste Management Agency did not
respond to requests for comment. Sunday
Oko, director of waste management at the
state Ministry of Environment, told Al
Jazeera: “Where’s the refuse? There’s no
dirt anywhere. We’re working.”
Back on the streets, Edet has one earnest
desire: “I only wish they’d come and clear
this refuse,” she said. “I can’t breathe
anymore.”
-Al Jazeera
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Stablecoins are struggling to survive the crypto crash
n

Corin Faife

It’s been a crushing few days for the Terra
project, in a week that has been unforgiving
for cryptocurrency as a whole.
Over the past few days, the TerraUSD
(UST) stablecoin, which is meant
to maintain a dollar peg, uncoupled
dramatically from the $1 mark and
dropped to a low of less than 30 cents
on May 10th. In the latest update to the
saga, the beleaguered project put its entire
blockchain on halt for around two hours
on Thursday, freezing user funds until the
blockchain was unpaused.
It’s a severe measure, particularly
given cryptocurrency’s emphasis on
decentralization. “We have seen hard forks
before, but this is the first time we’ve
seen such a big, decentralized blockchain
system decide to halt the entire thing,”
said Ronghui Gu, CEO and founder of
blockchain security firm CertiK.
The chaos has been fueled by a steep slide
that has seen $200 billion in value wiped
out in a single day. Bitcoin alone fell to
below $25,000 on the morning of May
12th, a price not seen since December 2020
and less than half of its peak in November
2021. Other cryptocurrencies have faced
a similarly punishing few days, with
Ethereum having lost around 20 percent of
its value in just 24 hours.
Terra’s problems started on May 9th when

the price of the UST stablecoin began to
slide dramatically. Because of the way
that algorithmic stablecoins operate, this
caused a huge increase in the supply of the
corresponding Luna cryptocurrency token,
which is traded against UST in order to
balance the price.
Adding Luna tokens into circulation or
removing them was previously sufficient
to maintain a consistent price for UST.
But the size of the price slide and the
corresponding amount of Luna minted —
supply more than tripled in a matter of days
— sent the two linked cryptocurrencies
into a “death spiral” from which neither
has been able to recover.
Currently, UST is trading at around 40
cents instead of $1; and the value of
Luna has been almost entirely wiped out,
crashing from $100 to around 1 cent.
Terra’s nightmare week shows clearly that
stablecoins, which theoretically should
maintain a fixed price, can in reality be very
much affected by bigger cryptocurrency
market movements — and affect those
movements in turn.
Terra isn’t the only stablecoin facing
problems in the wake of the cryptocurrency
downturn. Tether’s USDT stablecoin, the
largest by circulation, sank well below
its dollar peg to trade at 95 cents on
some exchanges on Thursday morning,
though the price has since recovered.
The moves were significant enough that
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Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen weighed
in to reassure the US House Committee on
Financial Services that the events did not
pose a significant risk to financial markets
as a whole.
Still, the sudden drop is a reminder that
the economics behind most stablecoins is
still highly experimental. “There are fiatbacked stablecoins but people feel this is
too simple – in the web3 and blockchain

world they want to create big, novel ideas
and innovations,” said Gu. “That’s why
there is so much research on if it’s possible
to use algorithms to generate a stablecoin,
but so far there are no completely
convincing solutions.”
Terra’s future is uncertain, but the sheer
volume of unredeemed Terra coins
presents a huge problem for the project. As
more coin-holders try to cash out, they are

likely to devalue the supply of Luna tokens
even further, creating what Bloomberg’s
Matt Levine described as “a death spiral.”
But Gu is still guardedly optimistic about
the broader future for stablecoins. “The
crash shows people have overestimated
what can be done with blockchain and
web3 in a short period of time,” he says,
“but they still underestimate what can be
done in five or ten years.”
-The Verge
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Biden pledges $150m to ASEAN
with eye on China

US President Joe Biden opened a summit
of Southeast Asian leaders with a pledge
to spend $150m on infrastructure,
security and the anti-pandemic efforts,
as Washington seeks to counter China’s
rising influence in the region.
Biden on Thursday kicked off a two-day
summit with the 10-nation Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
in Washington with a dinner at the
White House ahead of talks at the State
Department on Friday.
While Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is on
the agenda, Biden’s administration hopes
to demonstrate that Washington remains
focused on the Asia-Pacific as Beijing
becomes an increasingly powerful player
in the region.
China in November pledged $1.5bn in
development assistance to the ASEAN
countries – Brunei, Indonesia, Cambodia,
Singapore, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam,
Malaysia and the Philippines – over
three years to fight COVID and support
economic recovery.
“The Biden administration got off to a
late start in demonstrating its commitment
to Southeast Asia and was relatively
neglectful of the region until the second
half of last year,” Amalina Anuar, a senior

analyst at the S. Rajaratnam School of
International Studies (RSIS) in Singapore,
told Al Jazeera.
“ASEAN leaders will likely welcome this
round of promised development assistance
and linkages. This is partly because
it’s a sign of Washington’s continued
engagement and desire to be more present
in the region, and partly because ASEAN
members tend to prioritise economic
cooperation.”
Washington’s
financial
commitment
includes a $40m investment to reduce
the carbon footprint of the region’s
power supply, $60m in maritime security,
and $15m in health funding to tackle
COVID-19 and future pandemics, an
official said. Other funding will be aimed
at helping countries develop the digital
economy and legal frameworks for
artificial intelligence.
The US Coast Guard will also deploy
a ship to the region to help local fleets
counter what Washington and countries
in the region have described as China’s
illegal fishing.
Biden is working on more initiatives,
including “Build Back Better World”
infrastructure investment and an IndoPacific Economic Framework (IPEF),

although neither has been finalised.
Nick Bisley, a professor of international
relations at La Trobe University in
Melbourne, said ASEAN leaders, while
“polite and publically grateful”, would
likely be underwhelmed by the scale of the
commitment.
“There are ways of combatting PRC
influence, but it requires a long term
strategic vision as well as collaboration
with others that Washington seems ill
equipped to do,” Bisley told Al Jazeera,
referring to China’s official name, the
People’s Republic of China.
“One of the main problems that the US
and indeed others face is that ASEAN does
not have a singular set of priorities. The
diversity of interests among the ASEAN
members mean that they each have
often quite different aims to advance and
interests to protect and finding common
ground is very hard. Above all else the
one shared interest they have is for SinoAmerican rivalry to be scaled back but that
is unlikely any time soon.”
Friction with China
The summit marks the first time that
ASEAN’s leaders have gathered as a group
at the White House and their first meeting
hosted by a US president since 2016.
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Eight ASEAN leaders are expected to take
part in the talks. Myanmar’s leader was
excluded over a coup last year and the
Philippines is in transition after an election,
though Biden spoke to the country’s
president-elect, Ferdinand Marcos Jr, on
Wednesday. The country was represented
by its foreign affairs secretary at the White
House.
ASEAN leaders also visited Capitol Hill
on Thursday for a lunch with congressional
leaders.
Southeast Asian countries share many of
Washington’s concerns about China.
China’s claim to more than 90 percent of
the South China Sea, one of the world’s
most important shipping passageways, has
stoked tensions with many of its regional
neighbours, especially Vietnam and the
Philippines.
Countries in the region, however, have
also been frustrated by Washington’s level
of economic engagement since former
President Donald Trump quit the TransPacific Partnership trade pact in 2017.
Malaysian Prime Minister Ismail Sabri
Yaakob on Thursday said the US should
adopt “a more active trade and investment
agenda with ASEAN, which will benefit
the U.S. economically and strategically”.

The IPEF will be launched on Biden’s
trip to Japan and South Korea next week,
although the initiative does not currently
offer the expanded market access Asian
countries seek, due to the US president’s
concerns about American jobs.
“Washington is in a very tough position,
as what ASEAN member-states seek is
market access,” Michael Montesano,
a visiting senior fellow at the ISEAS–
Yusof Ishak Institute in Singapore, told Al
Jazeera.
“Offering such access is a crucial
instrument of economic diplomacy, one
with more effectiveness than perhaps
any other in these times. And it is an
instrument that domestic politics in the US
makes it impossible for Washington to use,
at least in the form of meaningful trade
agreements.”
Analysts say ASEAN countries remain
cautious about aligning with Washington
against Beijing due to their reliance
on Chinese trade and investment and
relatively limited US economic incentives.
“I would say that any pledge of assistance
is better than no offer of assistance, but
$150 million spread across multiple
objectives for a region that includes 10
countries is a relatively small amount of
money,” Deborah Elms, president of the
Asia Business Trade Association, told Al
Jazeera.
“ASEAN tends to view economic issues
as the key priority. US engagement in
the region has to focus on trade and
investment.”
Anuar, the RSIS analyst, said the success
of Washington’s outreach will depend on
which metrics are considered.
“Washington has a good chance at offering
alternatives to China’s BRI in certain areas,
as well as strengthening its relationship
with ASEAN and its members,” she said,
referring to the Belt and Road Initiative,
Beijing’s signature cross-continental
infrastructure drive.
“But if we’re talking about persuading
ASEAN members to align with the US,
it’s doubtful that ASEAN members would
move away from neutrality. ASEAN and
China are in the same neighbourhood
and are interdependent in many ways,
not least economically. ASEAN is not
looking to exclude China from the regional
architecture because of this.”
-AL Jazeera
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For Russians, flying abroad is a
difficult, costly affair

W
n

Umut Uras

hen Russian academic
Mishaa decided in
March to flee his
country amid rumours
of martial law, his
options were limited and expensive.
Cut off from Europe due to the European
Union’s ban on Russian aircraft, Mishaa,
who comes from the central Russian city
of Yekaterinburg, looked further east,
where many former Soviet republics offer
Russians visa-free entry.
“I booked a flight to Armenia because
I have many Armenian friends, I was
sure there’d be a community here, and
you don’t need a visa,” Mishaa told Al
Jazeera, who asked to use a pseudonym.
“Armenians generally think positively of
Russians; there’s less historical tensions
than with Georgia, for instance.”
Mishaa paid 40,000 roubles ($599), far
more than usual, for his one-way flight to
the Armenian capital Yerevan, a trip of less

than four hours.
“When I bought tickets Russia was still
in SWIFT, so I could still use my normal
bank cards. The price was huge – I paid
around 40,000 rubles [$599] for a one-way
trip,” he said. “That’s nonsense, something
I would never have done in peacetime.
Not everyone could actually book flights
at that price – not everyone has spare cash
or a steady job – so it’s also a question of a
certain privilege.”
Now working remotely from Yerevan,
Mishaa transfers his wages to Armenia
using cryptocurrency, but for the most
part, survives on the cash he managed to
take before he left.
Since Russia launched its war on Ukraine,
international travel for Russians has
become expensive, difficult and patchy.
Russian aircraft have been banned from
European and North American airspace,
while the country’s Boeing and Airbus
aircraft face the threat of repossession by
Western leasing firms if they leave the
country.

“The Russian airlines were forced to ‘steal’
them by the Russian government,” said
Viktor Berta, vice president of aviation
finance at ACC Aviation in London.
AerCap, the world’s largest leasing firm
based in Dublin, Ireland, has filed a $3.5bn
insurance claim for more than 100 of its
jets stranded in Russia, which account for
about five percent of its leased aircraft by
value.
Domhnal Slattery, chief executive of the
Dublin-headquartered aircraft leasing
company Avolon, said in a quarterly
financial statement that his company was
able to repossess four aircraft earlier this
year and will make every effort to recover
10 more still in Russia. Meanwhile, the
company acknowledged a $304m loss to
write down to zero the value of 10 aircraft
that it might never get back.
Even so, Russian airlines have been slowly
clawing their way back into international
operations to countries that will accept
flights.
International flights originating in Russia
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dropped from 1,126 per week when the
war in Ukraine began on February 24
to 181 two weeks later, according to
FlightRadar24. By the last week in April,
international flights recovered to 379 for
the week. Of these, 103 were to Turkey,
with most of the remainder to a halfdozen former Soviet republics, including
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan.
Russian-built Superjets are using Sochi
as a hub for departures to destinations
including Turkey, Egypt and Israel on a
regular basis, according to FlightRadar24.
The 500 or so Western-built aircraft
leased by Russian airlines are mostly not
leaving the country because they could
be repossessed by Western companies
that own them, a Russian aviation expert
told Al Jazeera, speaking on condition of
anonymity.
However, the expert said that Russian
airlines own some western aircraft outright
and also paid off the loans on some others
so they can be used in service outside of
Russia. Russian airlines could also resort
to grounding aircraft to harvest spare parts
to keep other aircraft flying, he said.
Some older model Airbus A320s and
Boeing 737-800s are being used in
international service, according to
FlightRadar24, even though Boeing and
Airbus are no longer providing spare parts
for aircraft based in Russia. Boeing and
Airbus have also halted aircraft deliveries
to Russia. Still, Russia’s Aeroflot has
managed to keep some Boeing A330s in
the air and, earlier this month, announced
the resumption of regular flights to New
Delhi, which has maintained warm
relations with Moscow.
Marina, a 25-year-old IT professional
from Moscow with a passion for travel,
has managed to fly to Sri Lanka, Greece,
Cyprus and the UK since the start of the
conflict, although it has been far from
straightforward.
Marina, who asked to use a pseudonym,
had planned to go to Sri Lanka with her
boyfriend on February 25, the day after
Russia launched its invasion.
“At first we didn’t understand, but once we
understood, we decided to go anyway, so if
things got really bad, we’ll stay there,” she
told Al Jazeera.
While in Sri Lanka, Marina and her partner
decided to move to Cyprus, which would
require them to travel through Moscow.

Marina and her partner booked tickets to
Cyprus, via Bulgaria and Greece, on the
same day Russia was kicked out of the
SWIFT international payments system,
rendering their bank cards practically
useless. After turning to a friend at a bank
that had not been sanctioned for help,
the couple managed to withdraw part of
their savings. Since then, they have been
carrying around thousands of dollars in
cash.
“At the Greek border, they asked us in
detail about where we would live and how
long we would stay,” she said.
“In Athens itself, there were no particular
problems, except for the impossibility
of paying by card and walking with ten
thousand bucks in your pocket in the
dodgy neighbourhood where we were
staying, which was not fun.”
Mike Stengel of AeroDynamic Advisory,
an aerospace industry management
consulting firm in Ann Arbor, Michigan,
said Russia’s aviation industry could end
up like the one in Iran, “which has been
able to maintain a fleet of Western-built
aircraft using some back-end measures to
keep them flying”.
“Russia has a commercially successful
aerospace industry that still employs
hundreds of thousands of people,” Stengel
told Al Jazeera.
“It has produced aircraft in the past, so
there is a history and infrastructure for
designing and producing aircraft engines
and aircraft components. It won’t be
perfect and it would probably result in
keeping a skeleton fleet of sorts, but they
have a lot of the tools needed to make it
work to keep western-built aircraft flying
for decades.”
For Russians like Mishaa, who is
opposed to the war in Ukraine, the
country’s international isolation is at once
understandable and troubling.
“The isolation was expected. What did they
want? That all the European community
will react modestly? I never believed that,”
he said.
“I think that sanctions are fair in general,
but of course I care about the economic
conditions in my home country: how my
parents will live there, my brother, my
family. Of course sanctions will hit all of
society, but it’s a kleptocratic, oligarchical
mafia state, and the poor will suffer more.”
-Al Jazeera

MOTORING

2022 Honda Passport TrailSport First Test:
Don’t Go Hunting for Bigfoot
n

Aaron Gold

The five-seat 2022 Honda Passport TrailSport
is the first of the company's SUVs to receive
the TrailSport treatment, but in the context
of actual off-roading, the effort is only halfhearted. But there is an upside to Honda's
approach: MotorTrend track testing showed no
ill performance effects for the TrailSport trim
that gives the SUV more rugged looks. Indeed,
this new version goes down the road like any
other Passport, and for the most part, that's a
good thing. How it goes down the trail, though,
is another issue.
TrailSport: The Off-Road-Ready Trim That Isn't
Quick backgrounder: Late last year, Honda
announced the TrailSport trim as its answer
to Subaru's Wilderness and Toyota's TRD Pro
packages. The company showed a concept
called the Passport TrailSport Rugged Roads
to demonstrate what we could expect from
TrailSport, including more ground clearance,
off-road tires, recovery hooks, and skidplates.
All good, except right around the same time
the Rugged Roads was introduced, Honda
announced the first Passport TrailSport—the
one we're writing about—would have none of
those functional upgrades.
What's left is a Passport that simply looks more
aggressive. Like all 2022 Honda Passports,
the TrailSport model has a new front fascia,
power-bulge hood, and a revised instrument
panel; the TrailSport trim, available exclusively
with all-wheel drive, adds orange badging and
orange stitching on the interior, mud-proof
rubber floormats, and unique wheels that give
it a slightly wider track than other versions. The
tires are strictly street-oriented, though. It sits in
the middle of the Passport lineup between the
EX-L and Elite models.
At the Track
Performance was predictable: The 280-hp,
3.5-liter engine (unchanged from the pre-facelifted Passport) launched the Passport off the
line with no wheelspin and drove it to 60 mph in
6.5 seconds, one-tenth quicker than the last allwheel-drive Passport we tested (in 2019). The
TrailSport's quarter-mile run was a tenth of a
second quicker, too, at 15.0 seconds, with a trap
speed of 93.1 mph. With turbo four-cylinders
now nearly ubiquitous, it was nice to treat
ourselves to the V-6's smooth, flat thrust, and
one tester noted that feeling the VTEC variable
valve-timing system's changeover at 5,000 rpm
was "almost nostalgic."
Braking performance was also unaffected by
the package, with the 2022 Honda Passport
TrailSport stopping from 60 mph in 132 feet,
about 3 feet shorter than our previous Passport
test. Stops were drama-free with acceptable
nose dive and only a little body sway under hard
braking, but in our handling tests we found the
brake pedal to be somewhat soft and not terribly
predictable in its action.
On the skidpad, though, we found ourselves

constantly fighting the nine-speed transmission,
which always seemed to be one or two gears
higher than desired. We had to manually select
second gear to get a good result, which yielded
lateral acceleration of 0.79 g, while the figureeight run took 28.2 seconds at 0.59 g—again, all
numbers within a hair's width of our previous
Passport tests. Body roll was significant, and
we found that even with traction control off, we
couldn't get full power unless the steering wheel
was straight.
There was one highlight, though: the steering
itself, which offers remarkable precision and
great feedback. We can thank those on-road
tires. Stouter dirt-ready rubber would no
doubt numb the steering feel as it does on the
Wilderness version of Subaru's Outback. Away
from the track and out on the open road, we
were amazed and rather pleased to discover
what a job it was to hustle this relatively big
SUV through challenging curves.
Can the TrailSport Really Get Sporty on Dirt?
But what about off-road performance? We
took the 2022 Honda Passport TrailSport on
a straightforward off-road drive in Big Bear,
California, tackling a trail any decent SUV
ought to be able to handle but a sedan like
the Honda Civic wouldn't. The Passport has
adequate ground clearance, and its all-wheeldrive system does a good job of finding traction
even with a wheel hanging in the air. The SUV
performed well on the dirt, or at least it did until
we got a flat tire and had to finish the trail—
gingerly, gingerly!—on the Passport's compact
spare. It was a reminder that good off-road
tires don't just provide better traction; they also
provide more durability.
Bring up this subject with Honda, or any
automaker, and the most likely reply is a
reminder that only one one-zillionth of SUV
buyers actually go off-road. For those who
don't, the Passport TrailSport in its initial form
here makes perfect sense. But there are plenty
of buyers who do have a sense of adventure,
and we imagine the number has only grown in
a pandemic-affected world where travelers are
increasingly looking to vacation in places with
fewer people.
Had we tested a Passport EX-L AWD or
Elite, we likely would have seen the same
performance on- and off-road (and the same
flat tire), and given the promises made for the
TrailSport brand, we can't help but feel a little
disappointed for the time being. We like that
the Passport TrailSport goes down the road as
well as it does, but if Honda's going to make
TrailSport into an off-road brand, it needs to
follow through with the hardware promised
on the Rugged Roads concept if the brand is to
have any true worth. We can't argue with the
Passport TrailSport's test results, though.
-Motor Trend
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SPORT

Five rivalries to light up 2022 as Doha
prepares for opening meeting

The pandemic-enforced postponement
of the Tokyo Olympics has produced a
logjam of quality track and field that shows
no sign of clearing.
In the long term, last summer's Games will
be followed by two World Championships
and another Olympics in three successive
summers for a major-event itinerary that
reads Eugene 2022, Budapest 2023, Paris
2024.
In the medium term, this year contains a trio
of big championships for British athletes
with a home Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham sandwiched between a World
and European Championships.
And in the short term, the Diamond
League circuit begins this Friday in Doha,
the earliest start date since the beginning of
the pandemic.
The world's best will warm up for a busy
summer in weekly clashes around the
world.
Here are some of the rivalries to pick out
of the start lists.
Men's 100m
As the two rivals stood on track and stared

at Belgrade's big screen after March's
world indoor 60m final, it took more than
a minute for the judges to separate Marcell
Jacobs and Christian Coleman.
In the end, they could only find three
thousandths of a second between the pair,
Olympic 100m champion Jacobs in first,
world 100m champion Coleman in second.
Neither are new names on the scene.
Coleman is 26, Jacobs is 27. But the rivalry
is a fresh one.
After his victory at Doha 2019, Coleman
was suspended for 18 months for his
repeated failure to attend anti-doping tests.
In his absence, Italy's Jacobs, a former
long jump specialist, shocked the world by
taking gold at the Tokyo Olympics.
After his defeat in Belgrade, Coleman was
asked whether their rivalry was the "next
big thing".
"Yeah, I think so," he told Athletics
Weekly.
It is one of the season's most intriguing
storylines as Coleman seeks to retain his
title on home soil in Oregon in July.

Women's 200m
It takes something special to distract
from a historic sprint double-double. But
as Jamaican Elaine Thompson-Herah
cantered to 200m gold in Tokyo last
summer, it was difficult to ignore what was
happening behind her.
Namibia's Christine Mboma had been
sixth coming into the final 70 metres.
The 18-year-old, who had been barred
from her favoured 400m and 800m because
of high levels of naturally occurring
testosterone, was running in only her
seventh senior race at the distance.
She seemed destined to take only
experience from the Olympic final before
a tremendous finishing surge took her to
silver.
Mboma suffered a thigh injury earlier this
month but it should not bar her from the
business end of the season.
Meanwhile, Thompson-Herah is as hungry
as ever, her compatriot Shelly-Ann FraserPryce has started the season in ominously
good form and British world champion
Dina Asher-Smith is back from her own
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injury.
Don't discount the American challenge
either. Gabby Thomas was the secondfastest woman in history when she ran
21.61 seconds in June at the same stadium
that will host July's World Championships.
It all adds up to a fascinating mix of
storylines and swift times.
Women's 800m
"I feel like it was USA against the UK
today."
That was Briton Keely Hodgkinson's
assessment of a Tokyo 800m final in which
she had finished second to American rival
Athing Mu.
That red-white-and-blue tear-up might
become a long-term feature of the circuit.
Hodgkinson has only recently turned 20,
while Mu will do so in June.
Jemma Reekie, who finished fourth in
Tokyo, and training partner and Olympic
1500m silver medallist Laura Muir add
to the British challenge, while Raevyn
Rogers filled out the Tokyo podium for the
United States.

Look out too for Jamaica's Natoya Goule,
who may break up the trans-Atlantic
stranglehold on the event.
Women's 1500m
Muir's silver in Tokyo was the culmination
of a career of near misses and hard work
for the Scot. At the age of 29, might it open
the gates for more?
Potentially. Olympic champion Faith
Kipyegon, hailed by Muir as the event's
greatest of all time, has said she plans to
transition to 5,000m.
Dutch world champion Sifan Hassan
finished behind Muir in Tokyo, but was
racing under tremendous workload. It was
the only leg of a three-pronged distance
assault that failed to deliver gold.
The relationship between Muir and Hassan
has been strained in the past, with the
Scot questioning Hassan's decision to
train under now-banned coach Alberto
Salazar while the American was under
investigation.
However, as with Kipyegon, Muir might
see less of Hassan on the circuit this year
as her rival tries her luck on the road as
well as the track.
Meanwhile, another athlete is returning to
the event. After winning bronze at Doha
2019 ahead of Muir, Ethiopia's Gudaf
Tsegay briefly stepped up to 5,000m in
Tokyo.
But the 25-year-old won the 1500m indoor
world title in Belgrade and has looked in
ominous form so far this year.
Men's high jump
Rivalries don't come much more friendly
than that of Italy's Gianmarco Tamberi and
Qatar's Mutaz Essa Barshim.
The pair famously split the high jump title
in Tokyo, rather than enter into a winnertakes-gold jump-off.
Their truce was the mark of a friendship
that stretches years to less happy times.
They have comforted each other after both
suffered ankle ligament damage in the runup to major events in the past.
If they get in a similar situation to the
Tokyo final again, both say they would
now put friendship aside and duel it out
for gold.
And they might well find themselves doing
exactly that.
Russian Ilya Ivanyuk and Belarusian
Maksim Nedasekau - the only other two
men to jump 2.37m last year - are both
barred from Diamond League and World
Athletics events because of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine.
-BBC

SPORT

Brendon McCullum brings 'bolt of
excitement' to England - Jonathan Agnew
n

Johnathan Agnew

For some time, there has been no sense of
fun or enjoyment around England's Test
cricket.
When they were beaten by West Indies in
Grenada in their final match of the winter
- a defeat that extended a miserable run of
form to only one win in 17 matches - we
dragged ourselves away knowing they
needed grabbing by the scruff of the neck.
Brendon McCullum - the surprise
appointment as the new Test coach - is a
man who can do just that.
I am so enthused by the arrival of the
former New Zealand captain. It will send
a bolt of excitement through the whole of
English cricket.
It's easy to associate McCullum with
success in limited-overs cricket. He was
such a swashbuckling presence at the top
of the order.
Inadvertently, it was McCullum who
inspired England to change their approach
after they hit rock bottom at the 2015
World Cup, turning things around to lift
the trophy four years later.
However, to think of the 40-year-old as
a white-ball dasher does not do justice
to a 101-Test career, in which he led the
Black Caps on 31 occasions and scored 12
hundreds, one of which was a triple. In his
last match, he signed off with a 54-ball ton
- the fastest in Test history.
Yes, McCullum was an ultra-aggressive
batsman in the mould of Chris Gayle and

Virender Sehwag, but he was also one of
the most astute and innovative captains of
the modern era.
More importantly, he brought a mindset
to the New Zealand team that put them on
the path to being crowned as the inaugural
World Test champions last year, under his
successor as skipper, Kane Williamson.
It is the McCullum mindset that England,
so bereft of belief and confidence, need
right now. He has to get them thinking
they are good enough, that they can take
on all comers and succeed whatever the
circumstances.
As he said on taking the job, McCullum is
used to bringing in change and reversing
fortunes. In his first Test as New Zealand
captain, they were bowled out for 45 by
South Africa.
The Black Caps' rise to becoming a global
force in all formats - they also reached
the World Cup final under McCullum's
leadership - was done playing cricket in
the correct manner.
McCullum believes in fairness, the spirit
of the game and respecting opponents.
It is the sort of attitude that will serve
England well as they look to improve their
performances.
Clearly, the fact McCullum has never
coached a first-class team is something
of a gamble, but that lack of coaching
experience is more than covered by what
he achieved as a player. The England team,
plenty of whom will have come up against
McCullum, will give him instant respect.

On top of all this is the tantalising prospect
of McCullum's partnership with new Test
captain Ben Stokes. They are kindred
spirits when it comes to never knowing
when they are beaten, always wanting
to be aggressive and looking to entertain
crowds.
As a pair they will be a breath of fresh air
for this England team, and their first match
as a leadership duo will come with the
added spice of being against New Zealand
- McCullum's home country and the land
of Stokes' birth.
In what has been a time of huge upheaval
for English cricket, McCullum, Stokes and
managing director Rob Key are now in
place.
I thought Key - a man with a clear
understanding of the English game - was
a good appointment. When it came to
naming a new captain he had little choice
but to opt for Stokes, but the decision to
make McCullum Test coach is bold, brave
and fascinating.
Between them, Key, McCullum and Stokes
have the huge task of once again making
England a force to be reckoned with in Test
cricket.
The forthcoming fixtures give them no
place to hide. Home series against New
Zealand and South Africa, along with the
rearranged fifth Test against India, mean
the summer will be incredibly tricky. The
winter includes tough trips to Pakistan and
New Zealand before the visit of Australia
next year.

They are unlikely to fall into the trap of
long-term planning which blighted the era
of Ashley Giles and Chris Silverwood.
England cannot worry about the matches
taking place six months in the future, they
just need to win games now.
For all the positivity of the new
management team, the task of getting
results will ultimately come down to the
players. McCullum and Stokes will not be

able to perform for them, but they should
at least be able to fill their heads with the
right things.
After such a dispiriting period, it feels like
England are finally on to something.
Come the first week in June and the first
Test against New Zealand, we will head to
Lord's with a spring in our step.
When was the last time we felt like that?
-BBC

'Antonio Conte belongs in Champions
League and Spurs must keep him'
n

Phil McNulty

Momentum is a precious commodity at
this stage of the Premier League season.
Tottenham have it in the short term after
overpowering Arsenal, and they will have
it in the long term if they keep manager
Antonio Conte.
First, the simple facts.
Spurs were worthy 3-0 winners, their
own excellence aided by Arsenal banging
clumsily on the self-destruct button,
especially when defender Rob Holding
fouled Son Heung-min when already on a
yellow card and his team a goal down after
33 minutes.
Arsenal were frail and vulnerable. Spurs,
as Conte instructs his teams, went in for
the kill and this north London derby was
all over when Son hammered in their third
two minutes after half-time, adding to
Harry Kane's first-half double.
The rest was a celebration, a procession in
front of a record crowd of 62,027 in this
magnificent Tottenham Hotspur Stadium.
Every moment of Arsenal misery was
relished. Spurs will hope there is more to
come as the race for a place in next season's
Champions League reaches its climax.
Arsenal trooped off heads bowed at the
final whistle. Manager Mikel Arteta was
disconsolate, not to mention furious at
referee Paul Tierney and his assistants and yet the top-four prize is still in their
hands if they beat Newcastle United and
Everton.
Spurs, however, have that forward

momentum as well as two eminently
winnable games at home to Burnley then
at relegated Norwich City. They have put
themselves right in Arsenal's rear-view
mirror.
And, most significantly in the wider
context, they also have Conte.
The Italian has transformed the mood and
the team since succeeding sacked Nuno
Espirito Santo in September. The Italian's
place is in the Champions League and
the manner of his celebrations at the final
whistle suggests he is convinced it can be
achieved this season.
This was the first time Spurs have won
three successive home league games
against Arsenal since August 1961, and
since Conte's first Premier League game
in charge only Manchester City (69) and
Liverpool (64) have won more points. And
- for all Jurgen Klopp's professed dislike
of their counter-attacking style - only those
two teams have scored more league goals
than Spurs' 54.
Whether Spurs make the top four or not,
chairman Daniel Levy must do all he
can to support Conte because he is on to
something special with this manager.
The Spurs fans have no doubts. Conte has
them in the palm of his hands.
In the 83rd minute, the whole stadium,
apart from the sparsely populated Arsenal
section, rose in thunderous salute to Conte,
who took in the acclaim before responding
with applause of his own.
Levy cannot make the same mistake
he made with the beloved Mauricio

Pochettino, who took Spurs to the
Champions League final in 2019 but was
not given the backing he needed to move
to the next level.
Conte is not a man to settle for second best.
If he does not get it at Spurs there will be
no shortage of takers elsewhere. He can
detect a lack of ambition at a distance of
several miles, which means Spurs must
satisfy his requirements.
Spurs are a potent combination of fierce
discipline, tactical wisdom and a deadly
attack led by Kane and Son. With a
manager of Conte's calibre at the controls,
they are going places.
This is why the top four is so crucial, and
Spurs performed under pressure here.
They knew an Arsenal victory would mean
their hopes were over but never gave the
Gunners that chance.
A place in the Champions League will also
make Kane feel more at home in the longer
term, especially as Manchester City have
been removed from any future transfer
equation after signing Erling Haaland.
Kane remains a towering figure at Spurs,
his summer flirtation with a move forgiven
by the fans who once more label him "one
of our own". He is already the all-time
top scorer in games between Spurs and
Arsenal with 13, and has now scored 41
goals in London derbies. Only Thierry
Henry has more with 43.
This is now the time when the pressure
kicks in and Spurs have applied it to
Arsenal. The Gunners still control their
own destiny, so all Spurs could do was
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attempt to put doubts in their minds.
Arsenal's resolve will now be tested,
although Spurs must also guard against
one of the slip-ups their own fans often
believe is never far away when they face
Burnley and Norwich City. Arteta will be
accentuating the positive once his fury has

subsided.
Under the driven perfectionist Conte, it is
unlikely complacency will be a problem
for Spurs.
Spurs have landed a big prize in Conte.
Keep him happy and they may land more.
-BBC

