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Schlettwein Rejects
Producers' Green
Scheme Proposal
n
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Andrew Kathindi

The agriculture minister Calle Schlettwein
has rejected the Agronomic Producers
Association's
(APA)
public-private
partnership (PPP) proposal for several of
the country's green schemes. As reported by
the Namibian Sun last week, the association
was looking to facilitate the process for
producers/groups of commercial farmers and
the agriculture ministry to enter a PPP.
The association's proposal came on the
backdrop of government looking to lease
11 green schemes to foreign investors as
it winds up AgriBusDev, the state-owned
enterprise that currently operates the green
schemes. The green schemes are currently
lying idle for the production of winter crops,
particularly wheat. According to Schlettwein,

however, APA proposed a three-year
leasehold, which he said was not possible.
"During the preliminary discussions with
the Agronomic Producers Association, it
became clear that the association aimed
for at least a three-season/year leasehold
for several green schemes. "A leasehold of
that nature is not possible without a proper
bidding process according to the national
lease procedures and, therefore, the ministry
advised the association to rather participate
in responding to our requests for proposals
for leaseholds of green schemes for terms
long enough to get returns on the respective
investments, which will be published in
batches as from the end of May 2022," said
Schlettwein.
Continued on P2
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their consent.
The restrictions only allow the learners to
use the data connection on Moodle, Google
search engines and Twitter, while they say
most of their communication is done on
WhatsApp, where they create E-learning
groups with their lecturers and other students.
When speaking to The Villager, Hans
Mukoya, a second-year student doing parttime, said the new cards are very stressful.
"We feel it's going to be costly to purchase
data to go to other social networks such as
YouTube while knowing we have cards that
we pay,

Annakleta Haikera

UNAM's part-time students have called
on management to reverse connectivity
restrictions following a change in service
providers.
The students say that while they welcomed
a switch from Telecom to MTC, the latter
has restricted their access to WhatsApp,
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube and Zoom,
which they argue are important online
assistance apps.
The students are disappointed with the new
MTC data connection cards, while some
have headaches over the new cards. They
also said the restrictions were made without

Continued on P2
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Green Scheme
The minister said it was understood that
APA's proposal would bridge the current
winter crop season and assist the ministry in
getting a wheat harvest this year.
APA, in their proposal, had argued
that in 2021 alone, Namibia imported
approximately 85 per cent of its wheat
demands - or 104 847 tons, compared to 18
459 tons (15 per cent) produced locally.
"Our main aim was to mitigate a possible
shortage of wheat later this year and next
year. The information from The Food and
Agriculture Organisation is that due to the
war in Ukraine, there is a food price crisis
developing in the short term, which could
escalate to non-availability of wheat and
wheat products later," said the minister.
He further said that the ministry considered
APA's proposal as an indication from the
private sector of a market opportunity for all
private operators instead of members of the
association only.
"As such, if the proposal were to be

Unam Students
entertained, it would have been opened
up to all interested parties through a short
term expression of interest which would
have given all potentially interested private
operators opportunity to bid."
Schlettwein said the ministry would, in
the meantime, proceed to facilitate wheat
planting where possible in cooperation with
green scheme managers.
"We have the possibility to mitigate a
looming crisis with our own means."
In their proposal to the minister, APA had
proposed a 50/50 profit share system, in
which existing machinery and implements
and labour force at the green scheme
projects are used. Another proposal was for
a 70/30 profit share system, where producers
provide all machinery, tools and labour.
"The APA believes that the domestic
agronomy sector can play a crucial role
in these trying times by expanding local
production with the help of the ministry,"
the association had said.

, but it's restricted. At first, when I was told
we were going to get MTC student data
cards, I thought the best internet would help
us, based on MTC's fast networking, but it
came as a disappointment because there
were only a few apps on the cards."
He further said part-time students depend on
the internet most of the time, but if the cards
are restricted, they are unsure how they will
manage to do their assignments on time.
"We need all the networks, such as WhatsApp,
YouTube and Facebook, where we get most
of the projects and news. Previously, we
would use all the necessary networks with
the TN Mobile even though it was slow.
Doing distance is a very difficult thing. You
only depend on your phone and social media
to see if you can secure information on the
work given to you. WhatsApp is where we
inform each other on the due dates of our
assignments and assist each other in many
ways."

Mukoya claimed the university did not
tell them about the restrictions, but it was
announced that they would have their own
gigs, and the rest would be strictly for
e-Learning.
"We were very excited thinking MTC is
the messiah, and it's going to save us from
the slow network that we were dealing
with from TN Mobile, but then we got very
disappointed by having so restricted cards."
Another part-time student who chose to stay
anonymous said their lecturers fail to show
them some materials that they can get on
YouTube.
"They also don't do much on our online
e-Learning. Mostly, the SRC makes the
announcement on WhatsApp for the parttime student classes. We feel WhatsApp is the
best communication. We do communicate
with others on our WhatsApp educational
groups. To think these cards are restricted;
it's another headache. Twitter has been
around for 10 years, but we have never been

interested in joining it. How do they expect
us to join it now? A lot of bundles for Twitter;
what will we do with it? The whole N$575
every month is just going to waste."
The National Student Association's (NASA)
secretary Shivera Muhepa, last month,
requested for the improvement of the MTC
student data connection.
In a letter sent to Unam's finance administrator
and resource mobilisation Ellen Namhila,
Muhepa raised issues of not providing
students with the right communication.
He also called for the office to engage
MTC to improve its service and add all the
students' apps needed. "Students that have
enrolled on part-time mode use YouTube
to watch tutorials and use WhatsApp,
Telegram and Zoom clouds for engagement
and communication. Moreover, UNAM
and NSFAF have verified Facebook and
Instagram accounts for communicatio

NEFF Condemns Arrest Of Leader
And Members

n

Kelvin Chiringa

The Namibia Economic Freedom Fighters
(NEFF) has condemned the arrest of its
leader Epaphras Mukwiilongo, economic
affairs commissar Michael Amushelelo
and Affirmative Repositioning activist
Dimbulukeni Nauyoma including other
members.
The police carried out the mass arrests on
Friday at a protest where they attempted to
shut-down China town to show anger against
the Namibia Revenue Agency's (NAMRA)
perceived protection of Chinese businesses
selling counterfeit products.
Mukwiilongo and six others have since been
released save for Nauyoma and Amushelelo,
although they are all expected to appear in
court this coming Monday.
"The two still remain detained at the
Windhoek Central Prison for charges that
are still unknown to us. However, we believe
their detention is politically motivated,"
said the NEFF's Kalimbo Ipumbu at a press
conference on Saturday afternoon.
Mukwiilongo said he had communicated his
intention to visit China Mall to the police and
that he was shocked to realise that he became

their target once he arrived.
He was shot three times with rubber bullets
while taking questions from journalists
outside the mall before the crowd was
dispersed with tear gas.
NEFF said it is now planning a nationwide
protest against NAMRA, which has issued
two press statements so far in connection
with the burning of N$5 million worth of
counterfeit goods.
The agency said in their second statement
that the destroyed goods are not only for
Namibians and that they have been in stock
for the past seven years.
The NEFF demo has been slated for the 18th
of May 2022 and is set to bring together
communities, civic society and political
parties against "injustices being committed
by NAMRA".
This burning of the goods has received
widespread condemnation, including the
Swapo Party Youth League (SPYL) and
the Popular Democratic Movement (PDM)
leader, McHenry Venaani.
"SPYL would like to denounce actions and
different treatments towards the imported
counterfeit products in Namibia," SPYL said
in a statement.

Secondly, SPYL called on NAMRA to
investigate the public concerns and to
ensure there is equal treatment on how the
issue of counterfeit products are dealt with
countrywide.
They also want NAMRA to ensure an
increase in public awareness on their
mandate and the dos and don'ts around
business activities of this nature.
"The saga of burning counterfeit products…
the application of the law must be there, but
there must also be a judicious implementation
of the law looking at the country's economic
reality," Venaani said.
Ipumbu described the burning of the
products by the authority as a very painful
and inhumane exercise.
"We condemn with the strongest contempt
such actions and hereby warn commissioner
Sam Shivute against subjecting the business
of the poor masses of people to poverty,"
Ipumbu said.
He said the party is now set to meet with
the deputy minister of safety and security,
the national leadership, and NAMRA next
Tuesday to discuss the matter.
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Seibeb Tells Mining
Companies To Uplift
Local Communities

Ondangwa Mayor, Activist Face-Off
Over Ondangwa Chinese Complex

n

Eba Kandovazu

Ondangwa Mayor Paavo Amwele said
he will institute criminal charges against
Angelina Immanuel, a youth activist who
in 2019 rose to national attention after
challenging the ruling Swapo party in the
Ondangwa elections as an independent
candidate.
Amwele and Immanuel's troubles began
yesterday when she reportedly wanted to shut
down HuHu city, a complex in Ondangwa,
predominantly rented by Chinese nationals
and owned by Amwele. He says he will open
a case of trespassing.
Speaking to The Villager, Amwele said he
received a call yesterday from a man who
told him, "We are here today".
"Angelina said she wants to burn down HuHu

n

Ludorf Iyambo

LPM deputy leader Henny Seibeb has called
on mining companies to invest and uplift the
local community within which they operate.
Seibeb was speaking at a party's press
conference on mining and local authority
development on Wednesday in Windhoek.
"We expect as the resources belong to all
Namibians. Investment should share closer
to the community where such mining
operations take place to benefit them all,"
said Seibeb.
Seibeb said, according to the report
written by Victoria Nambinga, titled the
'impacts of mining sector to the Namibia
economic assessing social economic and
environmental effects 2021', the investment
can be in the form of capacity building for
workers, infrastructures setup.
He is challenging Namdeb to build a school
in Keetmanshoop.
This, according to him, is because Namdeb's
headquarters in the //Kharas region is that
town.
He said Namdeb has been operating for more
than 100 years, but they did nothing for the
people in the society.
"We don't have an excellent sports centre
or even a big library for research. How
many thesis students did they fund that
must research diamond mining in Namibia?
So the challenge is to say that we want
to see Namdeb building a school in
Keetmanshoop," he said.
The LPM deputy leader said Namdeb built
Concordia College in Windhoek during the
apartheid era, which they could have built in
Keetmanshoop.
He questioned what the company was doing

on the national scale.
Seibeb further said QKR Navachab gold
mine in Karibib is willing to build the
hospital for the community. Still, the land
reform ministry is taking a long time to
approve the construction.
He added said the mine started a community
garden project and handed it over to the
residents of Karibib.
"The mine still pays for the water at the
garden. This contribution is vital to the
community at a smaller scale," said Seibeb.
Moreover, he said QKR Navachab built a
sports field and a gym for the community
and maintained it.
While LPM's youth command leader,
Duminga Ndala, the youth element of
LPM leader, said mining companies should
engage more in giving or providing for the
community's needs.
She said the social cooperate responsibility
project should speak to the community's
needs, especially the young people.
She added that many mines do not provide
scholarships or internships to young
people who are inhabitants of those local
communities.
"You cannot, as a mine, provide capacity
building while there's the need for sanitation
or access to water. The social cooperate
responsibility project should speak to
the community's needs and aspirations,
especially for the young people. I think it's
high time that there's a sort of reform their
social responsibility policies and look at what
the specific community needs, instead of
providing what they think is suitable or what
they think will work for the community,"
said Ndala.

city because it has Chinese people. Yesterday
a young man called me and enquired where
I was. I told him I was at Oshigambo. That
there was a funeral there. He just said they
are here, and I was confused, so I asked who
he was with. We later discovered they were
together with Angelina," Amwele explained.
He further narrated that he then hung up, and
someone else called him, stating that they
wanted to shut down HuHu city.
After asking them why, the caller allegedly
told the mayor that it was because there are
Chinese nationals. He said the caller then
hung up before identifying themselves.
"After a while, a Chinese national called me,
and he said I should hurry up and come to the
complex because a woman was demanding
that they close their shops, "Amwele
explained.
He also said that Angelina is a regular at

the complex and usually asks the Chinese
nationals many questions.
"She demanded that she be given an
agreement or else she would not leave. I
am not sure what agreement she wanted. I
then rushed to the complex, and I found her
inside one of the shops. I asked her why she
was there, and she was alone footing. She
also had political clothes on, belonging to
the Affirmative Repositioning movement.
I then asked her who she was representing
and whether she was representing employees
belonging to her party or just everyone. I
told her she could not come there wearing
political clothes. I then told her if she wanted
to come, she could have come there with
government employees, " he said.
He also said he managed to push Immanuel
out of the shop.
In a circulating video, Angelina says she was
busy buying goodies.
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Tom Alweendo Returns to AEW
Mines and energy minister Tom Alweendo
will attend the continent's premier energy
event, African Energy Week 2022, in Cape
Town to secure investment for Namibia's
upcoming hydrogen and hydrocarbon boom.
Taking place on October 18-21, AEW 2022
unites African opportunities with foreign
investors and, as such, represents a critical
platform for Namibia's high potential energy
sector.
Alweendo's participation at AEW 2022 is
pivotal in shaping dialogue around the future
of Namibia's energy sector and the role the
market will play in ensuring energy security
across the entire region.
Since taking office as the mines and energy
minister in 2018, Alweendo has led Namibia
into a new era of hydrocarbon success,
implementing regulatory improvements that
have contributed to the discovery of sizable
oil and gas reserves by TotalEnergies – at
the Venus 1-X Well - and Shell and Qatar
Energy – at the Graff-1 Well.
With one of Africa's most attractive
regulatory environments, Namibia has
shown the role market-driven policies
play in driving development. As a result,
Namibia's portfolio of recoverable oil and
gas resources continues to expand, and with
the government seeking to fast-forward
the production of resources to meet local
and regional energy needs, Alweendo
is prioritising attracting investment to
accelerate infrastructure development.
With AEW 2022 representing the official
event to secure investment for African
energy projects, and with a range of regional
and international investors coming to Cape

Town, Alweendo will be leading a strong
Namibian delegation to the event prioritising
investment partnerships and deals.
During the event, Alweendo will be meeting
with new and existing investors, leading
panel discussions and investor forums, and
making a strong case for Namibia-directed
capital commitments in 2022 and beyond.
Backed by market-driven policies and
sizeable discoveries, Namibia has emerged
as one of the most competitive destinations,
not only for frontier exploration but for
foreign investment.
Currently, major players, including
TotalEnergies, ExxonMobil, ReconAfrica,
Eco Atlantic, Africa Energy Corp and Qatar
Energy, are driving Namibia's upstream
progress, but the opportunities for new
explorers are abundant. For explorers, the
country is a not-to-be-missed opportunity
and, for investors, a particularly rewarding
emerging economy.
At the same time, with a push for local
content, the minister will be providing insight
into the role oil and gas monetisation will
play for Namibia's wider economic agenda.
Injecting capital into upstream activities will
not only kickstart a hydrocarbon boom but
will trigger sustainable development across
every sector of the Namibian economy.
With a relatively young and educated
population, Namibia's workforce is wellpositioned to drive accelerated economic
growth, and by prioritising skills transfer
and capacity building on the back of
energy sector advancements, Namibia has
the chance to lead southern Africa's postCOVID-19 economic recovery.

During AEW 2022, Alweendo will be
driving this very narrative, pushing for local
content and local company participation.
Meanwhile, with Namibia seeking
to diversify its energy mix to fuel
industrialisation while ensuring energy
security, the minister has redirected a focus
on the country's green hydrogen boom.
Namibia represents a particularly lucrative
hydrogen market owing to the country's
significant renewable potential. To capitalise
on this potential, projects such as the $9.4
billion green hydrogen project, which the
government is developing with local green
energy supplier, Hyphen Hydrogen Energy,
in the Tsau/Khaeb National Park in southern
Namibia will place Namibia on the global
map for green hydrogen development.
AEW 2022's Hydrogen Summit will
present a perfect platform for Namibia to
showcase its hydrogen potential and vision.
The minister will interact with hydrogen
industry leaders and executives from both
the public and private sectors in Africa's
top and prospective hydrogen markets to
discuss the future of hydrogen development
across the continent and the role of the
market in ensuring energy reliability and
decarbonisation across the continent.
"The AEC is honored to once again host
H.E. Alweendo at AEW following a
successful 2021 edition where the minister
showcased exploration opportunities across
the Namibian oil and gas market. With
Namibia now increasing its focus on local
content development and accelerating
the development of recent discoveries,
the minister will meet with investors and

energy stakeholders to discuss the future
of Namibia's energy sector and how Africa
can attract investment to maximise the
exploitation of hydrocarbons to diversify
the energy mix, ensure energy security
and to make energy poverty history across
the continent by 2030," stated NJ Ayuk,
Executive Chairman of the AEC.
With TotalEnergies and Shell's discoveries
placing Namibia on the map, the
government is eager to ensure the fasttracked development of these resources.
As such, Alweendo will discuss the way

forward for the country, providing insight
into how the country and its major players
will be developing resources in a mutually
beneficial way and ensure the entire
economy's development.
Under the theme, "Exploring and Investing
in Africa's Energy Future while Driving an
Enabling Environment," AEW 2022 will
host numerous panel discussions, high-level
meetings and investor and ministerial forums
where discussions will centre around oil and
gas, investment and green hydrogen.

Discrimination, Low Pay, Lack of
Protection- Namibia's Workplace
n

Nghiinomenwa Erastus

Mines and energy minister Tom Alweendo
will attend the continent's premier energy
event, African Energy Week 2022, in Cape
Town to secure investment for Namibia's
upcoming hydrogen and hydrocarbon boom.
Taking place on October 18-21, AEW 2022
unites African opportunities with foreign
investors and, as such, represents a critical
platform for Namibia's high potential energy
sector.
Alweendo's participation at AEW 2022 is
pivotal in shaping dialogue around the future
of Namibia's energy sector and the role the
market will play in ensuring energy security
across the entire region.
Since taking office as the mines and energy
minister in 2018, Alweendo has led Namibia
into a new era of hydrocarbon success,
implementing regulatory improvements that
have contributed to the discovery of sizable
oil and gas reserves by TotalEnergies – at

the Venus 1-X Well - and Shell and Qatar
Energy – at the Graff-1 Well.
With one of Africa's most attractive
regulatory environments, Namibia has
shown the role market-driven policies
play in driving development. As a result,
Namibia's portfolio of recoverable oil and
gas resources continues to expand, and with
the government seeking to fast-forward
the production of resources to meet local
and regional energy needs, Alweendo
is prioritising attracting investment to
accelerate infrastructure development.
With AEW 2022 representing the official
event to secure investment for African
energy projects, and with a range of regional
and international investors coming to Cape
Town, Alweendo will be leading a strong
Namibian delegation to the event prioritising
investment partnerships and deals.
During the event, Alweendo will be meeting
with new and existing investors, leading
panel discussions and investor forums, and

making a strong case for Namibia-directed
capital commitments in 2022 and beyond.
Backed by market-driven policies and
sizeable discoveries, Namibia has emerged
as one of the most competitive destinations,
not only for frontier exploration but for
foreign investment.
Currently, major players, including
TotalEnergies, ExxonMobil, ReconAfrica,
Eco Atlantic, Africa Energy Corp and Qatar
Energy, are driving Namibia's upstream
progress, but the opportunities for new
explorers are abundant. For explorers, the
country is a not-to-be-missed opportunity
and, for investors, a particularly rewarding
emerging economy.
At the same time, with a push for local
content, the minister will be providing insight
into the role oil and gas monetisation will
play for Namibia's wider economic agenda.
Injecting capital into upstream activities will
not only kickstart a hydrocarbon boom but
will trigger sustainable development across
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every sector of the Namibian economy.
With a relatively young and educated
population, Namibia's workforce is wellpositioned to drive accelerated economic
growth, and by prioritising skills transfer
and capacity building on the back of
energy sector advancements, Namibia has
the chance to lead southern Africa's postCOVID-19 economic recovery.
During AEW 2022, Alweendo will be
driving this very narrative, pushing for local
content and local company participation.
Meanwhile, with Namibia seeking
to diversify its energy mix to fuel
industrialisation while ensuring energy
security, the minister has redirected a focus
on the country's green hydrogen boom.
Namibia represents a particularly lucrative
hydrogen market owing to the country's
significant renewable potential. To capitalise
on this potential, projects such as the $9.4
billion green hydrogen project, which the
government is developing with local green

energy supplier, Hyphen Hydrogen Energy,
in the Tsau/Khaeb National Park in southern
Namibia will place Namibia on the global
map for green hydrogen development.
AEW 2022's Hydrogen Summit will
present a perfect platform for Namibia to
showcase its hydrogen potential and vision.
The minister will interact with hydrogen
industry leaders and executives from both
the public and private sectors in Africa's
top and prospective hydrogen markets to
discuss the future of hydrogen development
across the continent and the role of the
market in ensuring energy reliability and
decarbonisation across the continent.
"The AEC is honored to once again host H.E.
Alweendo at AEW following a successful
2021 edition where the minister showcased
exploration opportunities across the
Namibian oil and gas market. With Namibia
now increasing its focus on local content
development and accelerating
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AFRICAN ROOTS

Boney M, One of the Century's greatest
Music Frauds
n

Wonder Guchu

The German music producer Frank
Farian was a cook by profession but
became one of the greatest music
producers. He put together one of the
finest groups ever, Boney M but one that
could be an excellent example of music
fraud.
The group consisted of models and
dancers mainly from the Caribbean
Islands who were just recruited to be the
faces and lip-sync.
There were four Jamaican females,
Marcia Barret, Claudja Barry, Liz
Mitchell and Sheyla Bonnick, as well as
Maizie Williams from Montserrat, the
West Indies.
There was also Bobby Farrell from the
Aruba islands and Ghanaian Reggie
Tsiboe as the male voice of the band.
Only two group members, Mitchell and
Barret, were allowed to sing during
recording sessions while the rest came in
to lip-sync.
In the case of Farrell and Tsiboe, Farian
or his American friend, Bill Swisher,
provided the voices. The two could,
however, perform live but lip-synching.
In 2002 Mitchell defended the fraud
saying, "It was understandable because
Frank Farian is a white German and the
music of Boney M was West Indian,
American, African rhythms."
As for Farrell, even his audition song,
No Woman, No Cry, had to be later
recorded with Mitchell's voice rather
than his own.
Barret grew up in England before
relocating to Germany in the 60s, where
she was initially a touring session
musician until 1971, when she recorded
her debut single, Could be Love, with
Metronome label.
Although her first attempt did not yield
much, Barret did not give up until 1975
when she and another Jamaican girl,
Claudja Barry, became members of
Boney M, which was initially a group
of dancers and models who did the
discotheque circuit.
When Barry left, Barret brought in
Mitchell to record Daddy Cool, Boney
M's debut, which put the group on the
map after featuring on a TV show.
Barry was born in Jamaica but grew up
in Canada and sojourned in New York,
where she acted in the musical Catch My
Soul that toured Germany in 1975. She
ran into Farian and joined Boney M but
left a year later because she did not want
to spend her life lip-synching.
Mitchell was born in Jamaica but
emigrated to England in 1963, where
she later auditioned for the group Hair.
When she succeeded, Mitchell was
moved to Germany as Donna Summer's
replacement.
She also had a stint with Les Humphries
Singers, where she hooked up with
Malcolm Magaron, with whom she later
formed Malcolm Locks, which released
the song Caribbean Rocks.

After a brief return to England, Mitchell
would soon find her way back to
Germany to partner with Barret and
Farian for the recording of Baby Do You
Wanna a Bump. Later she became Boney
M's acclaimed lead vocalist.
A fourth female member, Maizie Ursula
Williams, was from Montserrat, West
Indies. She was a model who won the
title of Miss Black Beautiful in 1973
before moving to West Germany, where
she was approached by Farian's agent
while dining at a restaurant in 1975.
"She asked if we could sing. Well, you
don't say no, do you," Williams said in
one interview, adding that she was later
told that it did not matter whether she
could sing or not because they were
required to lip-sync to a disco song.
Both Williams and Farrell were not
allowed to sing because Farian said 'their
voices weren't suited for this particular
kind of music.
When Boney M split, she too formed
her own Boney M together with another
Jamaican girl, Sheila Bonnick, who had
earlier been a part of the 1975 group.
Roberto Bobby Alfonso Farrell replaced
Farian as the male singer for Boney M.
He was born in Aruba, where he attended
school before becoming a sailor and
made the world rounds.
Aruba is a 33 km-long island in
the Lesser Antilles in the southern
Caribbean Sea north of Venezuela and
east of Colombia.
He later found a home in Norway and
then moved to the Netherlands to work
as a DJ. His next stop was Germany as a
DJ, but he became a singer after Farian
had seen him playing in a club.
Farrell would later reveal that he once
scrubbed floors when he went to Europe.
"I left Aruba as a 15-year-old boy. I
wanted to be a seaman. I scrubbed floors.
I cleaned the toilets. I was a waiter. I've
been up and down. People don't realise
that, before you can be a hero, you have
to start by the zero." Still, he died in
2010, living on handouts.
When he left Boney M, Farian brought
in another black male vocalist from
Ghana, Reggie Tsiboe, born in Kumasi
to a wealthy media mogul.
Tsiboe studied in England and ended up
in Berlin as a member of Hair together
with Mitchell. In 1982, he was called
to replace Farrell until 1984, when
the latter returned. Boney M had four
members from 1984 until 1986, when
the group split, with Mitchell and Tsiboe
forming a new version of the group.
An accomplished actor, Tsiboe was the
main actor in the movie Love Brewed in
African Pot as well as some roles in the
theatrical Jesus Christ Superstar.
In 1986, Farian, who benefited from the
group most, stopped working with the
singers. This opened up a floodgate of
Boney M versions which led to several
court fights over the name, although
Farrell was later granted Boney M rights
in the Netherlands.

The Villager

6

The Villager

7

Big Lips

Kenya’s fuel crisis: how the
country’s subsidy system works

No Rising Amid Groping
and Fumbling

Diversified
Thinking
Could
Save Us
n

Wonder Guchu

THE STORY of Africa Rising is the story of an American man who found
himself out of a job in 2009.
Irwin Barkan of Vermont, a shopping mall developer, was thrown deep into the
water when recession-hit America. His business was driven into the mud.
One day while Barkan was idling at home, he learnt about how Walmart had
struck gold by investing in Mass-Mart in Africa. In Namibia, Wal-Mart now
owns Game.
With a friend, Morley Gordon, Barkan checked the African map for a place to
go. They stumbled upon Ghana, where another American company, Kosmos
Energy, had struck offshore oil from Dallas.
The two took a two-week holiday in Ghana and declared that I knew Africa was
where my future was.
In 2012, Barkan moved to Ghana and registered a property company called BGI
that builds one of Ghana's most modern and biggest malls – Mallam Junction
in Accra.
The mall has more than 100 stores and a three-star hotel. He is also developing
another mall in Kumasi. Today, Barkan says Africa was like Asia 30 years ago.
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We fail not because we are lazy.

This is a true story.
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could be, and that should be the reason why

Oil is an essential commodity for Kenya’s
transport and industrial production, electricity
generation and water provision. In 2008, as
the world grappled with high oil prices, Kenya
introduced price controls to cushion the blow
for its citizens. The controls worked for over 10
years. But, since the start of April, there have
been intermittent fuel shortages in the country.
Job Omagwa has studied oil marketing and price
controls in Kenya. We asked him to unpack the
current fuel shortage.
How does Kenya get its fuel?
Kenya, like most of its East African neighbours,
depends on imported refined petroleum products
(petrol, diesel, jet fuel and kerosene) mainly from
the Middle East. Oil marketing companies are
the importers. The state estimates demand for the
next import cycle and issues an open tender for
the supply of petrol, diesel and kerosene.
Official records show that in 2021 the country
imported 6.149 million litres of refined petroleum
worth US$3.48 billion. The imports came mainly
from the United Arab Emirates (US$ 1.41bn)
and Saudi Arabia (US$1.14bn). Other sources
included India, the Netherlands and Kuwait.
The tender is only open to the country’s 93 oil
marketing companies. The winner orders the
products, which it stores and distributes via
the network of the state-owned Kenya Pipeline
Company to other marketers, according to
demand quotas.
The established marketers do not have a
countrywide reach. Smaller players have cropped
up to fill that gap. These small retailers get their
fuel from the established oil marketers.
How are the oil prices set?
Kenya has an oligopolistic petroleum market
structure. A few big firms are able to influence
prices. In Kenya, about four marketers can
influence prices.
The government implemented a maximum price
cap in 2011. It did this because marketers had
raised the price of fuel in response to increases in
international crude oil prices between 2007 and
2008, but didn’t reverse them when international
prices fell at the end of 2008.
The price cap is managed by the Energy and
Petroleum Regulatory Authority. It sets maximum
pump prices every 14th day of the month for
various towns and cities in Kenya. The regulatory
price takes care of the international crude oil
cost, exchange rate, transport, storage and the
marketer’s margin.
But the actual retail prices are set by individual
firms based on their unique circumstances. These
cannot exceed the regulator’s caps.
What is the stabilisation fund and how does it
work?
The stabilisation fund was envisaged in Kenya’s
price control policy, right from the start, as a
mechanism for cushioning the economy when
global crude prices skyrocketed.
The fund became operational in 2021. It is meant
to cushion consumers from unpredictable swings
in global oil prices.
In particular, the fund was to remain operational
as long as international crude oil prices rose above
US$50 per barrel. By early 2021, international
crude oil prices had risen to $55 per barrel.

From each litre of petrol and diesel sold by oil
marketing firms, KSh 5.40 would go towards the
stabilisation fund.
Without the fund, the forces of demand and
supply would push retail prices beyond the
regulatory caps, making the business untenable
for oil marketers. In its absence, a litre of petrol
currently retailing at KSh 142 in Nairobi would,
for instance, be going for about KSh 173.
Compensation from the fund to oil marketing
firms is based on a certain percentage of their
respective fuel costs. Since the fund became fully
operational in April 2021, the government has
paid oil marketers a total of KSh 49.164 billion.
Why the fuel shortage now?
The shortages were initially attributed by the
Energy and Petroleum Regulatory Authority
to hoarding by the oil market companies in
anticipation of higher international prices. This
is because the established marketers had stopped
supplying fuel to small retailers at the countryside,
prompting consumers to crowd nearby towns.
But the government later accused the four major
oil marketers of economic sabotage. There have
also been claims by the petroleum ministry that
the four big oil marketers exported some of their
stock to neighbouring countries.
However, the problem is that the stabilisation
fund had not paid oil marketers for some time.
By early April, the government had accumulated
KSh 13 billion in unpaid fuel subsidies.
Despite approval of the release of KSh 34.44bn
by President Uhuru Kenyatta to replenish the fuel
stabilisation fund, the threat of another national
shortage looms large as international prices
continue to rise.
Oil marketing firms have often experienced
stockouts due to a significant mismatch between
demand (largely driven by panic buying) and
supply. It would equally take a few more days to
get their next supply, hence dry pumps for some
days.
In addition, these firms would not exceed their
allocation of stock by government despite
increased demand for fuel. This could also
explain why their pumps would run dry for some
days.
How does Kenya prevent a future crisis?
In my view, the government can forestall future
shortage by:
•
Compensating oil marketing firms
(out of the stabilisation fund) on time to avoid
settlement in arrears, which is believed to have
compelled most of the oil marketing firms to
export much of their oil supply to the international
market, where they would be paid cash upfront.
•
Increasing the capacity of the stateowned National Oil Corporation to store much
more in fuel reserves. Such a reserve would
stabilise supply in the event the private oil
marketing firms engage in hoarding or opt to
export their stock to the international market.
•
Scrapping the stabilisation fund, which,
though legal, is not entrenched in the Kenya
Energy Act 2019 or the Petroleum Act 2019. This
would mean higher pump prices but supply might
be much more assured.
Job Omagwa
Lecturer - finance and accounting, Kenyatta
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Covid outbreak a great disaster,
says Kim Jong-un
North Korea's rapidly spreading Covid-19
outbreak is a "great disaster" for the
country, its leader Kim Jong-un has said,
according to state media.
Mr Kim called for an all-out battle to
tackle the spread of the virus during an
emergency meeting on Saturday.
It comes after officials announced the first
confirmed cases on Thursday - although
experts believe the virus has likely been
circulating for some time.
There are fears a major outbreak could
have dire consequences in North Korea.
Its population of 25 million is vulnerable
due to the lack of a vaccination programme
and poor healthcare system.
And on Saturday, state media reported
that there had been half a million cases of
unexplained fever in recent weeks. The
country has limited testing capabilities so
most Covid cases are not confirmed.
That figure marked a major increase on
the numbers given on both Friday and
Thursday, potentially providing some
indication of the scale of North Korea's
outbreak.
"The spread of the malignant epidemic is
[the greatest] turmoil to fall on our country
since the founding," the official KCNA
news agency quoted Mr Kim as saying.
He blamed the crisis on bureaucratic and
medical incompetence, and suggested
lessons could be learnt from the response
of countries like neighbouring China.

State media reports that 27 people have
died since April after suffering a fever.
The reports do not say whether they
tested positive for Covid, apart from one
death in the capital Pyongyang which was
confirmed to be a case of the Omicron
variant.
The unprecedented admission on Thursday
marked the end of two years of North
Korean claims to be free of Covid.
The secretive country rejected offers from
the international community to supply
millions of AstraZeneca and Chinesemade jabs last year. Instead, it claimed it
had controlled Covid by sealing its borders
early in January 2020.
It shares land borders with South Korea
and China, which have both battled
outbreaks. China is now struggling to
contain an Omicron wave with lockdowns
in its biggest cities.
At a meeting outlining new Covid rules
on Thursday, Mr Kim was seen wearing
a face mask on television for what was
believed to be the first time.
He ordered "maximum emergency" virus
controls, which appeared to include
orders for local lockdowns and gathering
restrictions in workplaces.
South Korea has said it offered humanitarian
aid after Thursday's announcement, but
Pyongyang is yet to respond.
-BBC

To bathe or not to bathe (often).
That is the question
n

Harry Enten

My first memories of bathing were of my
mom dragging me into the bathtub kicking
and screaming. Those days are long gone,
and I'm now a once-a-day-shower kind of
guy.
Perhaps that's why, as of a few months
ago, I got this yuck look on my face upon
hearing about people who don't shower
or bathe every day. But what if I and the
roughly two-thirds of Americans who
shower daily have it wrong? What if
bathing every day is not the best way to
be hygienic?
That's the subject of the latest episode of
my podcast "Margins of Error," where we
go beyond the news cycle and tackle the
subjects that we face every day.
Let's face it: We live in a society where
passing judgment on others is a favorite
pastime. That's especially true when it
comes to how people look and present
themselves.
We judge others on their bathing
Just ask Dr. James Hamblin, who made
waves a few years ago when he decided
to stop showering cold turkey. After his
experiment, he wrote a book called "Clean:
The New Science of Skin and the Beauty
of Doing Less."
"Hygiene practices are one of the last areas
where people will openly call one another
gross or disgusting," Hamblin told me.
"We've made a lot of progress in a lot of
other areas, but that is still just an area of
just unrepentant judgment, and we need to
examine that."
No one is immune to this judgment. Mila
Kunis and Ashton Kutcher generated a
ton of headlines last summer when they
admitted they took a laid-back approach to
their kids' bathing habits.
But polling tells us just how modern the
phenomenon of regularly showering or
taking a bath is. According to Gallup, in
1950, fewer than 30% of Americans took

a shower or bath at least once a day in the
winter.
Yet we seemed to survive just fine. So, I
decided to dig into the issue a little more.
Why are we bathing so much now, and do
we need to? Where do we draw the line
between what's necessary for our hygiene
... and what's just marketing?
According to Katherine Ashenburg, author
of "The Dirt on Clean: An Unsanitized
History," humans have a complicated
history with bathing dating back to ancient
Rome. While the Romans loved their
baths, bathing became a dirty word for the
next several hundred years.
When the Black Death came along in
the 14th century, Katherine said doctors
believed "that you would be more likely
to get the plague if you took warm baths,
because they said, "Warm baths will open
your pores and the disease will enter
through the pores. "
Perhaps most telling: French King Louis
XIV reportedly seldom took a bath. But
he got a pass because he changed his linen
shirts multiple times a day. Go figure.
Is cleaning too much bad for us?
So what has changed? On the one hand,
we've learned a lot more about germ
theory. We have a lot more accessibility to
clean water sources, soap and bathrooms.
On the other hand, marketing has gone into
overdrive. You can't turn around without an
advertisement trying to sell you a product
to keep you clean. It's a multibillion dollar
industry.
Some medical professionals believe
cleaning too much is making us less
healthy. Yes, it turns out we might benefit
from a few more germs.
So tune in to this week's podcast episode,
where we're going to explore how often
you really need to wash up and why it's
important to understand the difference
between hygiene and cleanliness. Plus, I
engage in my own grooming experiment.
-CNN
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Why the volatile price of aluminium matters
n

Chris Baraniuk

At a small brewery in Nevada in the US,
thousands of stockpiled aluminium cans
sit waiting to be filled.
Until they're topped up with beer and
shipped out to retailers, they won't earn
Wyndee Forrest, co-founder of the
CraftHaus Brewery any money. But she
says the business was forced to hoard the
cans.
"We are now sitting on a good three
months of stock as an insurance policy,"
she explains.
The firm used to keep just one month's
worth supply of cans in stock but given the
turbulence in the aluminium market, she is
worried suppliers will not be able to meet
delivery dates.
The price of the containers has risen
roughly 18%, a headache for Ms Forrest
and her colleagues, who have also faced
soaring delivery costs.
Aluminium is used in a bewildering variety
of products - from door frames to aircraft.
While the benchmark price for aluminium
traded on the London Metal Exchange
has dropped back in the last two months,
it remains more than 65% above prepandemic levels.
Demand for aluminium fluctuated during
the pandemic. Sales of the metal fell at the
start during lockdowns as workers had to
stay at home but then ratcheted up again
as many countries exited lockdown, says
Uday Patel, senior research manager at
Wood Mackenzie.
That left stocks of aluminium in
warehouses depleted.
Russia's invasion of Ukraine has tightened
supplies further and pushed the price
higher still.
"A lot of buyers of aluminium in Europe

are almost self-sanctioning and refusing
to touch Russian aluminium if they can,"
says Mr Patel.
But even prior to the conflict, soaring
energy prices were already causing
headaches at aluminium smelting facilities
- the invasion worsened the situation.
US firm Alcoa recently decided to shutter
one smelting facility in Spain for two
years, until 2024, because of what it called
"exorbitant energy prices". Other smelters
have shut down or reduced output in recent
months, too.
Mr Patel says consultancy, Wood
Mackenzie, estimates that Europe will
lose about 900,000 tonnes of primary
aluminium production in 2022.
"Unlike some of the other base metals,
aluminium is highly susceptible to shifts"
in energy prices says Keith Wildie, head
of trading at metals recycling firm, Romco
Group.
This is because nearly half of the price of
primary aluminium comes from the energy
costs incurred in producing it, he says. The
electrolysis process, is energy intensive
- electricity is used in the extraction of
aluminium from aluminium oxide, which
itself comes from the aluminium ore, or
bauxite, mined out of the ground.
It is difficult to overstate how important
aluminium is to the global economy, it is
vital in the production of energy efficient
vehicles, for instance.
"Sorry, it's gone up, it's gone up again!"
- this is what Colin Shorney, managing
director at Dudley's Aluminium, a Welsh
manufacturer of windows, doors and
facades, says he has found himself telling
his clients recently about the cost of his
core material.
"I've been in the industry 30 years," he tells
BBC News. "I've not ever seen anything

like this in terms of the instability of the
raw material price."
Mr Shorney's products go into all kinds of
buildings, from schools to police stations.
But one major hotel chain, he says, is
putting an upcoming project on hold
because of the rising cost of materials.
And at the same time businesses are facing
other cost increases that compound the
aluminium problem.
Back in Nevada, Ms Forrest, for one,
explains that she used to routinely buy her
cans from a supplier in California.
"It was about $300 (£239) to ship one
pallet of cans to us," she says. "We ordered
another pallet of cans, five days later, it
was $3,000… That was shocking."
CraftHaus has since switched to ordering
cans from a supplier based closer to home

instead - to try and ensure shipping costs
remain manageable for the firm.
So, what is the outlook for the rest of the
year? Mr Wildie thinks supply constraints
of aluminium will likely continue for
some time. Firms such as his, that recycle
aluminium are "filling the gap" at the
moment, he explains. Romco Group's
revenue surged 330% year-on-year in
2021.
Although the global aluminium supply
continues to be tight, demand could
potentially cool significantly in the coming
months. Fears of a coming recession
have already spooked some aluminium
buyers in the US and Norsk Hydro, a
large Norwegian producer of aluminium
that clocked record profits in the last
quarter, says the outlook is tinged with
"uncertainty".

Mr Patel adds that Wood Mackenzie too
is forecasting a slowdown in the global
economy, which naturally could reduce
demand and production of aluminium on
a large scale.
The weather is, admittedly, already stormy,
for practically anyone trying to get hold of
this important metal for a project.
"I'm personally experiencing this," adds
Mr Patel. "We're planning to put a big
sliding door in our extension."
While he put the order for the aluminiumframed door through months ahead of
time, he says he can't be certain when it
will arrive.
Reflecting on this, and the current hefty
cost of construction materials in general,
Mr Patel adds, "When these things happen,
you start panicking a little bit."
-BBC

GLOBAL REACH FOR BEST LOCAL ADVICE AND PRICES

SELLING HIGH QUALITY AFTERMARKET PARTS FOR
BMW, VOLKSWAGEN, AUDI, MERCEDES BENZ & TOYOTA.
TEL: 061 307 073
WHATSAPP: 081 852 9296

EMAIL: SALES@GLOBALPARTSNAMIBIA.COM
ADDRESS: 3 NASMITH STREET, WINDHOEK, NAMIBIA

The Villager

11

BUSINESS

Honduras ‘retakes sovereignty’ by
nixing corporate enclaves

n

Jared Olson

In a rare display of unanimity, the Honduran
Congress voted last month to reverse a
controversial law that had facilitated one
of the most widely loathed economic
projects in this Central American nation.
The law allowed for the creation of special
economic development zones, known
by the Spanish acronym ZEDEs – semiautonomous corporate enclaves where
investors could govern as though they were
independent entities, taking advantage of
separate tax schemes, security forces and
labour regulations.
While foreign investors and Silicon
Valley luminaries had intermittently
supported ZEDEs as a driver of economic
development, many Hondurans spent
years protesting against them, saying the
enclaves would displace rural residents
while selling off national sovereignty.
The revocation by Congress of the ZEDE

law, passed in 2013 and staunchly backed
in the ensuing years by the administration
of now-imprisoned former President Juan
Orlando Hernandez, means that such
projects no longer have standing within the
framework of the Honduran legal system.
ZEDEs were “the last coup de grace that
[the previous government] did to the
country: selling off the national territory
in pieces”, Maria Carrasco, a Honduran
PhD student living in Tegucigalpa, told
Al Jazeera. She welcomed the law’s
revocation, saying the controversial
project had been “the icing on the cake”
after years of government corruption and
mismanagement.
Xiomara Castro, the left-wing president
inaugurated in January, thanked Congress
for “repealing the criminal ZEDEs and
defeating those who tried to steal our
sovereignty”. The first female head of state
in Honduras, Castro had made revocation
of the ZEDE law a signature campaign

promise.
‘Proceeding confidently’
Exactly how the repeal will affect
companies that bought into the ZEDE
scheme over the past decade is not yet
clear.
In a news release following the vote,
Honduras Prospera, a United States-based
investor, said it had “every intention of
proceeding confidently with plans to
invest hundreds of millions of dollars
and to create tens of thousands of goodpaying jobs in Honduras in reliance
upon its acquired rights under the ZEDE
framework”. A denial of those rights by the
state “would plainly violate its obligations
under international and domestic law”, the
company added.
Fernando Garcia, the presidential
commissioner tasked with opposing the
ZEDEs, told Honduran media that the
Castro administration was preparing an
executive decree to allow businesses
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within existing ZEDEs to continue
operating, under the condition that they
submit themselves to new economic
regimes.
There were several functioning ZEDEs in
Honduras, including Ciudad Morazan, in
the city of Choloma; Prospera, along the
north coast; and Orquidea, in the southern
department of Choluteca.
“Despite the fact that they [ZEDEs] have
disrespected democracy in Honduras, we
won’t act in the same way,” Garcia told
the Contracorriente news website. “We
are superior as a state, as a sovereign and
as a government, so we’ll give them the
opportunity of establishing themselves in
accordance with existing legal regimes in
the country.”
While proponents of ZEDEs have argued
they would create an environment
free from government corruption and
bureaucratic red tape, ultimately bringing
jobs and money to impoverished regions of

Honduras, opponents and social activists
say such claims were exaggerated.
“The decision to revoke the ZEDEs sends
an important message, and was a brave
decision by the Honduran Congress to
retake the sovereignty of our country and
the totality of its territory,” Leonel George,
a human rights defender in Tocoa, told Al
Jazeera.
The displacement of the Afro-Indigenous
Garifuna community, situated in pristine
coastal territory where a number of ZEDEs
have already been launched, could have
been accelerated via the establishment of
the enclaves, he added: “Lots of the rights
of Honduran citizens have been violated
by these projects over the past few years
… The population here sees this [reversal]
as a really positive thing.”
Predecessors to the ZEDE system failed to
make it through the Honduran legal system.
A similar 2011 proposal for “model cities”
was struck down as unconstitutional
by the Supreme Court, which ruled the
scheme would violate Honduran territorial
sovereignty. But Congress, then led by
Hernandez, subsequently removed four of
the five Supreme Court justices, ostensibly
as part of an anti-corruption drive. The
ZEDE law followed in 2013.
Lack of popular support
Hernandez, one of the strongest political
advocates of the enclaves, was recently
arrested and extradited to the US on
charges of drug trafficking; he has denied
any wrongdoing. Hernandez’s brother,
a former Honduran congressman, was
sentenced last year to life in prison after
being convicted of drug trafficking.
For some members of Congress, it was
not the concept of the ZEDEs per se, but
rather their sheer unpopularity among the
Honduran population that pushed them to
vote for the law’s repeal.
Conservative Congress member Marco
Midence, who belongs to the National Party
of Honduras, said his party believes in the
ZEDEs’ stated purpose of job creation and
bringing foreign investment to the country.
But party members ultimately opted to
throw in the towel after acknowledging the
project lacked critical support among the
broader population.
“We always ask in the legislative chamber
that we respect the ZEDEs that already
exist,” Midence told Al Jazeera.
“But at the end of the day, the subject is one
that polarises the Honduran population.
So now, we’re going to look for other
creative mechanisms and fiscal regimes to
continue bringing investment to Honduras
and generating more employment for the
population.”
-Al Jazeera
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Somalia set to hold overdue presidential
election
Somalia is set to hold its long-delayed
presidential vote this weekend, ending
the convoluted electoral process that
raised tensions in the country when the
president’s term expired last year without
a successor in place.
Authorities have registered 39 presidential
candidates for Sunday’s election, a list that
includes incumbent Mohamed Abdullahi
Mohamed, two former presidents, several
top officials, and one woman – Fawzia
Yusuf Haji Adam, a legislator who once
served as Somalia’s foreign minister.
The vote will take place amid heightened
insecurity as the al-Qaeda-linked armed
group al-Shabab, which opposes the
federal government, continues to stage
lethal attacks in the capital and elsewhere
in the Horn of Africa nation.
In recent months, al-Shabab has repeatedly
tested the defences of the Halane military
camp, which is protected by African
Union peacekeepers. A suicide bombing
on Wednesday killed at least four people,
including two government soldiers, at
a checkpoint near the heavily fortified
airport area where legislators will meet on
Sunday to choose a new president.
At a news conference on Saturday, police
spokesman Abdifatah Aden announced
a full curfew in the capital, Mogadishu,
covering traffic and people, from Saturday

at 9pm (18:00 GMT) until Monday at 6am
(03:00 GMT).
Lawmakers, security personnel and all
others officials involved in the vote are still
free to move during those hours.
The indirect election, in which legislators
pick the president, will take place at an
airport hangar behind blast walls to help
fend off potential attacks or meddling by
factions within the security services.
The vote is behind schedule by 15 months
and Somali authorities faced a May 17
deadline to hold the vote or risk losing key
funding from international donors.
President Mohamed – who is also known
as Farmaajo – faces a tough battle for
re-election. He has been locked in a
power struggle with his prime minister,
Mohamed Hussein Roble, over control of
the government and could play a decisive
role in the outcome of the vote.
Despite its persistent insecurity, Somalia
has had peaceful changes of leadership
in every election since 2000, and it has
the distinction of having Africa’s first
democratically elected president, Aden
Abdulle Osman, to peacefully step down
in 1967. Somalia began to fall apart in
1991, when strongmen overthrew Siad
Barre and then turned on each other. Years
of conflict and al-Shabab attacks, along
with famine, have shattered the country
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of some 12 million people. The goal of
a direct, one-person-one-vote election in
Somalia remains elusive. It was meant to
take place this time. Instead, the federal
and state governments agreed on another
“indirect election”, with legislators elected
by community leaders – delegates of
powerful clans – in each member state.
All 329 legislators of the bicameral
parliament are expected to vote by secret

ballot on Sunday. To win in the first round,
a candidate must secure two-thirds of the
vote, or 219 ballots. Observers expect a
second or even third round of voting for
the four top candidates. Mohamed’s fouryear term expired in February 2021, but
he stayed in office after the lower house of
parliament approved a two-year extension
of his mandate and that of the federal
government, drawing fury from Senate

leaders and criticism from the international
community. The poll delay triggered
an exchange of gunfire in April 2021
between soldiers loyal to the government
and others angry about what they saw
as the president’s unlawful extension of
his mandate. Under pressure, Mohamed
reversed the term extension and instructed
the prime minister to engage with leaders
of regional states to chart a new plan for
the vote. -Al Jazeera
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Kenyan fighting FGM crowned
world's best nurse
Rhoda Odhiambo

A Kenyan nurse who campaigns against
early marriage and female genital
mutilation says she is "speechless" after
winning a prize of $250,000 (£205,000).
Anna Qabale Duba's colleagues say she
always goes the extra mile for others in
her pastoralist community in the northern
county of Marsabit, and runs a school in
her village.
"This award will help me to expand my
school all over Kenya," she told BBC
Newsday.
In the morning the classrooms of Torbi
Pioneer Academy host lessons for children,
before their parents come in for literacy
classes in the afternoons - and sometimes
both age groups get the same homework.
Ms Qabale says she was the only universityeducated girl from Torbi village, and the
only girl educated past primary school
level in her family of 19 children.
The 31-year-old now holds a Masters in
Epidemiology and has set up a foundation
aimed at empowering young girls and
mothers.
"I am so passionate about education. After
tasting the fruits of education, I decided to
go back home to empower the rest," she
told the BBC.
Family and community are key influences

- and Ms Qabale has dedicated her latest
nursing award to her late brother, who
part-funded her university studies.
Through her Qabale Duba Foundation,
the school she has built in her village
also teaches parents about key sexual and
reproductive health issues.
Working as a nurse at Marsabit County
Referral Hospital, she strives to end harmful
cultural practices such as female genital
mutilation (FGM) and early marriage, and
it is for her work in these areas that Dubaibased Aster DM healthcare says she beat
more than 24,000 nominees to their Global
Nursing Award.
"It's not easy to talk about these things
publicly. Being a woman - and we come
from our patriarchal families - it's not easy
to talk about them, but I am really trying
my level best," Ms Qabale told the BBC.
"I am using education as an excuse for my
advocacy work to campaign against these
devices."
'I escaped forced marriage aged 14'
The married mother-of-one's personal
experiences have shaped her convictions.
"I underwent female genital mutilation at
the age of 12 and I narrowly escaped early
forced marriage at the of 14," she said.
Even though FGM is illegal in Kenya,
around 91% of girls and young women
are subjected to it in the country's northern

regions, according to the Kenyan AntiFGM board.
Parents and guardians often take
their daughters across the border into
neighbouring countries to escape Kenya's
stringent laws.
Colleagues say Ms Qabale's drive has seen
women and girls become more aware of
their healthcare rights.
"She knows all too well the challenges
that young girls face," Hassan Halakhe,
director of preventive promotion health
services at Marsabit County Referral
Hospital, told the BBC.
"Many of them now do not miss out on
classes as they are given sanitary towels
to use when they are on their menses.
They are also taught how to make reusable
pads."
Thursday's ceremony in Dubai was Ms
Qabale's second high-profile gong, having
won the Global Citizens' People's Choice
Award in New York in 2019.
Kenya's Health Minister Mutahi Kagwe
praised Ms Qabale's "hard work and her
fearless spirit", while Marsabit County
Referral Hospital Director Liban Wako
says "this award means so much to young
girls in Marsabit - that they too can achieve
their dreams."
-BBC

Across Europe, African students
fight to study after Ukraine exit
n

Virginia Pietromarchi

Ademeta Esther Oluwafeyisayo has
lost count of the number of university
applications she has filled out since fleeing
the war in Ukraine.
The 22-year-old Nigerian student found
refuge in neighbouring Hungary on March
10, having escaped weeks of relentless
shelling by Russian troops who had
surrounded Sumy, the city in which she
was studying medicine since 2021.
It had taken a year of tiresome double
shifts for Oluwafeyisayo’s parents – a
farmer and a food vendor respectively, in
the southwestern Nigerian state of Ondo
– to earn enough money to send their
daughter to study abroad.
“I am my family’s hope,” she told Al
Jazeera from Budapest.
But that hope is rapidly dissipating
as Oluwafeyisayo struggles to find a
scholarship before the temporary permit
allowing her to stay in Hungary, expires in
early June.
She is not an isolated case.
According to an estimate by several
charities, about 10,000 African students,
who were studying in Ukraine before
Russia’s invasion on February 24, are now
spread across Europe facing obstacles
as they seek to fulfil their educational
aspirations.
Entangled in the complexity of European
countries’ migration laws, war-scarred
students from third countries find
themselves trapped in limbo. Tuition fees
in the countries they fled to are too high
and scholarships are mostly offered to
Ukrainian students.
While a return home is not a viable option
for many, they are also excluded from
accessing rights under a new European
Union scheme. They might have fled
Russia’s invasion like their Ukrainian
counterparts, but are seen as not native to a
war-torn country. Without a strong support
system, they have to rely on financially
struggling charities for shelter, food and
funds.

“European governments have been kind,
but not kind enough to treat African
students the same way Ukrainians have
been treated,” said Enebechi Macaulay
Ebuka, vice president of NIDO, an
organisation based in Poland that has been
assisting Africans fleeing Ukraine.
No hope at home
Thanks to its low university fees and
cheap cost of living, Ukraine during the
past 20 years became an increasingly
attractive destination for students from
developing countries, especially in
medicine-related fields. More than 80,000
international students, including from
Nigeria, Cameroon and Tanzania, were
studying in the country in 2020, according
to government figures.
After Russia invaded Ukraine and triggered
the world’s fastest-growing refugee crisis,
universities across Europe rushed to offer
a flurry of scholarships and programmes to
help students continue their studies.
However, charities, human rights groups
and dozens of African students have said
that most of these opportunities, aside few
cases, are not available to non-Ukrainian
nationals.
“Ukrainians are already in classes,” Ebuka
said. As for the rest, “[They] are being told
to go back home and apply [for European
universities’ programmes].”
Home is not an option for Abduljaleel
Bayero. The 22-year-old student was in
his third year at Ternopil National Medical
University, in western Ukraine before the
war broke out.
He had left Nigeria’s capital Abuja in 2019
for Ukraine to become a surgeon and find
“an environment where I would thrive”, he
said from the Polish capital, Warsaw.
Back home there is no future for him, added
Bayero, citing Nigeria’s dire economic
situation and nationwide university strikes
that regularly paralyse its educational
system. The last one, which started in
February, was extended on Monday for
another three months.
Now, Bayero says he is waiting for the
15-day residency permit he received when

entering Poland on February 26 to be
extended. He has yet to find a university to
accept his application as a transfer student.
His only available option so far was to
drop medicine and start a university degree
from scratch at a fee three times higher
than what he paid in Ukraine – $4,500,
inclusive of accommodation – before the
war.
Many students said they have struggled
to find scholarships at more expensive
universities.
“I have a lot of emotions at the moment,”
Bayero said. “It’s a terrible experience
for me. I am considering deferring my
studies.”
Charities have struggled to secure funds
for non-Ukrainian students, and have
urged the EU and the UN to put forward
a package of scholarships designed
specifically to support them.
Access to university is not handled at the
EU level, an official from the bloc said,
noting that third nationals can always apply
for asylum or a legal migration status.
‘A different game’
However, third-nation students have also
faced a completely different immigration
landscape than Ukrainian nationals, which
has further complicated their efforts to find
work, healthcare and housing.
To handle the mass influx of more than
six million refugees who fled Ukraine, the
European Union has granted “temporary
protection status” to all Ukrainians and
those who had a permanent residency in
the country before the war began.
The measure, never adopted before by the
EU, granted a residency permit for up to
three years, and access to employment,
housing and medical care.
But the scheme does not cover those who
“can return safely” to their country of
origin. For these people, each EU state
applies its own rules, which in most
cases is a residency permit for up to three
months. These short-term stays do not
guarantee the same rights covered by the
temporary protection.
“There is a path to be absorbed in these
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different countries which is so easy for
Ukrainians. For third nationals is just a
different game,” said Funmi AdeleyeOladejo, co-founder of Diaspora Relief,
a volunteer platform helping African
students. “Ukrainians are settling down,
but Africans are still on the journey,” she
added.
The lack of a legal permanent status has
triggered a series of obstacles beyond
their attempts to re-enrol in their studies.
Landlords have refused to rent apartments,
employers have not offered jobs and
students have had to rely on charities
or on themselves to secure basic needs,
including getting medical treatment.
The medical student, Bayero, organised a
daily virtual chat on Twitter for African
students to share tips on how to navigate
the complexity of European countries’
immigration policies, where to find the
latest accessible scholarships or simply to
check on each other.
But it has not been enough.
The road ahead
The level of uncertainty over the future,
added to the trauma of war, along with
the prospect of seeing years of sacrifice

evaporating are hitting on some students’
mental health, said Kemi Badagbemi.
A Nigerian doctor based in New York,
she has been providing support as an
independent volunteer to African students
stranded in Europe. After organising
several initiatives, social media groups and
becoming a point of reference to students,
she realised the need for mental health
assistance.
So Badagbemi assembled a team of
pro bono mental health psychiatrists,
psychologists and therapists to assist the
students in coping with their stranded
reality.
What worries her, she said, was what lay
ahead for the students.
“Many of them are realising that they
do not have a permanent status in the
countries that they fled to and reality is
starting to sink in,” she said.
“The biggest challenge is that they are
being told to go home and going back
is like saying to lay down in a coffin,”
Badagbemi said. “These people are
desperate to improve their life and they
know they can get it through education,”
she added.
-Al Jazeera

TECHNOLOGY

A court just blew up internet law because
it thinks YouTube isn’t a website

n

Adi Robertson

Yesterday the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals decided in favor of Texas Attorney
General Ken Paxton in a lawsuit over HB
20, a bizarre law effectively banning many
apps and websites from moderating posts
by Texas residents. The court granted
Paxton a stay on an earlier ruling to block
the law, letting HB 20 go into effect
immediately while the rest of the case
proceeds. The decision was handed down
without explanation. But court-watchers
weren’t necessarily surprised because it
followed an equally bizarre hearing earlier
this week — one that should alarm almost
anyone who runs a website. And without
intervention from another court, it’s going
to put social networks that operate in Texas
at legal risk.
HB 20, to recap a little, bans social
media
platforms
from
removing,
downranking, demonetizing, or otherwise
“discriminat[ing] against” content based
on “the viewpoint of the user or another
person.” It applies to any “internet website
or application” that hits 50 million
monthly active users and “enables users
to communicate with other users,” with
exceptions for internet service providers

and media sites. Social networks also
aren’t allowed to ban users based on their
location in Texas, a provision clearly
meant to stop sites from simply pulling out
of the state — which might be the simplest
solution for many of them.
This is all happening because a judge
doesn’t believe YouTube is a website.
The Monday hearing put Paxton and a
NetChoice attorney in front of Fifth Circuit
judges Leslie Southwick (who voted
against the majority), Andrew Oldham,
and Edith Jones. Things were dicey from
the beginning. Paxton argued that social
media companies should be treated as
common carriers because of their market
power, which would require them to treat
all content neutrally the way that phone
companies do, something no established
law comes even close to requiring. In
fact, thanks to a Republican repeal of
net neutrality laws, even internet service
providers like Comcast and Verizon aren’t
common carriers.
The panel, however, seemed sympathetic
to Paxton’s reasoning. Judge Oldham
professed to be shocked (shocked!) at
learning that a private company like
Twitter could ban categories of speech
like pro-LGBT comments. “That’s

extraordinary,” Oldham said. “Its future
ownership — it could just decide that we,
the modern public square of Twitter ...
we will have no pro-LGBT speech.” He
then ran through an extended analogy in
which Verizon listened to every phone call
and cut off any pro-LGBT conversation,
ignoring interjections that Twitter simply
isn’t a common carrier and the comparison
doesn’t apply.
But the hearing went fully off the rails
when Judge Jones began discussing
Section 230, the law that shields people
who use and operate “interactive computer
services” from lawsuits involving thirdparty content. Courts have applied the
term “interactive computer service” to
all kinds of things, including old-school
web forums, email listservs, and even
gossip sites. But as NetChoice’s attorney
was arguing that websites should receive
First Amendment protections, Judge Jones
seemed baffled by the terminology.
“It’s not a website. Your clients are
internet providers. They are not websites,”
Jones asserted of websites including
Facebook, YouTube, and Google. “They
are defined in the law as interactive
computer services.” To mangle the term
a little further, she asked if the sites were
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“interactive service providers” that she
defined as fundamentally different from
media websites like Axios and Breitbart.
(Newspaper and blog comment sections
have been repeatedly defined as interactive
computer services, too.)
The idea that YouTube is an “internet
provider” and not a “website” is nonsense
in a literal sense since it’s demonstrably a
website that you must access via a separate
internet service provider. (Try it from
home!) It’s unclear whether Jones was
confusing “interactive computer services”
with ISPs. But the real problem isn’t a
judge that doesn’t understand technology.
It’s that she apparently thinks relying on
Section 230 strips website operators of
First Amendment rights. Around the weird
waffling over “internet providers,” Jones
laid out a line of thinking that seemingly
boils down to this:
1.
Only “interactive computer
services” can rely on Section 230
2.
Section 230 protects these sites
from being considered the “publishers or
speakers” of any given piece of third-party
content
3.
The First Amendment kicks in if
companies are expressing speech
4.
If companies aren’t legally liable

for a specific instance of illegal speech,
their overall moderation strategy shouldn’t
count as speech either
5.
Thus, YouTube and Facebook
have to pick between being Section 230
“interactive computer services” and
having First Amendment rights
There’s nothing in this logic that stops at
the world’s tech giants. Jones’ reasoning
would be a blank check for laws that
require sites (or apps or mailing lists) of
any size to accept a government-mandated
moderation strategy or open themselves
up to libel and harassment lawsuits every
time a user posts a comment. It is much
worse than not knowing YouTube is a
website — a term Jones seems to be using
metaphorically to mean a publisher of
speech.
There’s a broad sense that places like
YouTube feel powerful enough to be
utilities, so judges and lawmakers (and
Elon Musk) can get away with throwing
around vague terms like “modern public
square.” But neither Paxton nor the Fifth
Circuit judges have even bothered with a
legal framework that would focus on the
world’s most powerful platforms. Instead,
HB 20’s “50 million users” criteria would
likely sweep up non-“Big Tech” companies
like Yelp, Reddit, Pinterest, and many
others. Are those sites (sorry, “internet
providers”) the phone company, too?
Meanwhile, real ISPs get a free pass
despite having extraordinary power over
Americans’ internet access, apparently
for the sole reason that they haven’t made
Texas politicians mad.
HB 20 says that if you run a social network
— even a nonprofit one — you’ll have
to throw out your community standards
if enough people like the space you’ve
built on them. And that’s just the start
of the issues. Is labeling a post as false
information “discriminating against” it?
Can YouTube honor an advertiser’s request
to pull ads off particularly offensive
videos? Can Reddit deputize moderators
to ban users from specific pieces of the
platform? Can Texas really force any
website on the internet to operate in its
state? The potential legal headaches are
endless and morbidly fascinating.
This is just to say: one of the nation’s
highest courts blew up internet law because
its judges don’t see any difference between
Pinterest and Verizon. And they should try
typing “youtube.com” into a browser.
-The Verge
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Millions hit hard as cooking gas
cost soars in India
Sharanya Hrishikesh

"I'm always anxious when I light the
kitchen stove these days. I have to make
sure our gas cylinder lasts for at least two
months," a woman in India's national
capital Delhi told a colleague last week.
She cooks the day's meals in one go, as
the family tries to make ends meet on her
husband's monthly earnings of around
10,000 rupees ($129; £106).
The woman, who didn't want to be named,
is among millions of Indians struggling to
afford cooking gas cylinders - which use
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) - after a
series of price hikes over the past year and
a half. The most recent hike last week - of
50 rupees (0.65; £0.53) - led to the price
of a 14.2 kilogram cylinder crossing 1,000
rupees in some parts of the country.
Cylinder prices have long been a hotlydebated political issue in India, with
opposition parties - including the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party before it came to
power in 2014 - routinely taking to the
streets to protest against hikes.
But the issue has become even more
sensitive after the Covid pandemic, which
suppressed incomes, caused job losses and
exhausted savings.
Food and fuel costs have also been soaring
- last week, India's central bank announced
its first interest rate hike in two years in an
attempt to slow inflation.
But the pinch on people's pockets is
expected to continue as companies pass on
high borrowing costs to consumers.

n

Experts say any increase in the price of
essential commodities such as cooking gas
cylinders at a time of high inflation will
force people to cut back on other priorities.
"Different households make different
choices on where to cut spending, but we
have seen that food and education are two
common categories - for instance, people
may decide to stop buying milk or paying
for their children's coaching classes," says
Himanshu, an economist and academic
who only uses his first name.
Both choices, he points out, will have
negative long-term consequences.
High cylinder prices may also be reversing
the noticeable gains made by the ambitious
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana, which
was launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's government in 2016.
The scheme aimed to move poor rural
households away from high-polluting fuel
sources such as wood, to cleaner energy by
giving them subsidised LPG connections
and cylinders - the government said in
2019 that it has provided more than 80
million connections under the programme.
A 2020 report by the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water (CEEW), a policy
think-tank, said that LPG's share in Indians'
primary cooking fuels had increased from
28.5% in 2011 to 71% by March 2020
- much of the credit, it says, goes to the
Ujjwala scheme. But it also pointed out
hurdles that prevented even people who
had received LPG connections from using
only that for cooking.
"The biggest reason given by households

that owned an LPG connection but stacked
it with other cooking fuels was the inability
to afford the high recurring expense of
refilling their cylinders," says Sunil Mani,
a programme associate at CEEW and one
of the authors of the study.
There are several other reasons that prevent
people from transitioning to exclusive
use of LPG - from lack of awareness to
difficulties in procuring cylinders.
"But that is all secondary to the affordability
barrier. That needs to be solved first," Mr
Mani says.
According to research from CEEW, an
average household in rural India set
aside 4.9% of its monthly expenditure on
procuring cooking fuel in March 2020.
By April 2022 - when the price of a
cylinder was at 950 rupees - this had risen
to 11% of the household monthly expense.
Even this number, Mr Mani says, is likely
to be an underestimate as it assumes that
incomes have remained constant.
It's essential, he says, to give adequate,
targeted subsidies to poorer households to
ensure that the gains made by the scheme
are not undone.
Himanshu also adds that the government
has to provide relief through spending
more on subsidies and other welfare
measures. "Unless the government absorbs
the price shock, people will cut their
spending, leading to a further decline in
demand. It is a vicious cycle," he says.
There are major health hazards as well.
People in urban areas have fewer choices
when it comes to LPG alternatives, and it's

hard to cook over an open flame in small
rooms without proper ventilation.
But people in rural areas are more likely to
return to unclean options such as cow dung
and firewood - which cause major health
risks. According to the Global Burden of
Disease study, household air pollution
accounted for more than 600,000 deaths in

India in 2019.
Mr Mani points out that the health risks
have only increased due to Covid, which
affects the respiratory system.
"Preparing alternatives to LPG is also a
gendered activity - the burden usually falls
on women."
-BBC

UK adds Putin's former wife to
sanctions list
Patrick Jackson

The UK has imposed sanctions on Russian
President Vladimir Putin's former wife
and his alleged current girlfriend over the
invasion of Ukraine.
Lyudmila Ocheretnaya, who was married
to the president until 2014, and former
Olympic gymnast Alina Kabaeva, face UK
travel bans and asset freezes.
The UK has now placed more than 1,000
people on its Russian sanctions list.
Foreign Secretary Liz Truss said Britain
was "tightening the vice" on Mr Putin's
"inner circle".
The UK was "exposing and targeting the
shady network propping up Putin's luxury
lifestyle", she said, and would "keep going
with sanctions on all those aiding and
abetting Putin's aggression until Ukraine
prevails".
Ms Truss said sanctions against Russia
should only be lifted when all of its troops
had left Ukraine.
Earlier, she told a meeting of G7 foreign
ministers in Germany that allies should go
"further and faster" in supporting Ukraine's
resistance.
She said President Putin must face a defeat
that prevents further aggression - but some
analysts have warned this stance may
make a political settlement harder.
Earlier this month it was reported that
the EU planned to sanction more Russian
individuals, including Ms Kabaeva.

Since Russia invaded Ukraine on 24
February, thousands of civilians and
combatants have been killed or injured,
and some 14 million people have fled their
homes, with more than six million seeking
refuge abroad.
Since her divorce, Lyudmila Ocheretnaya
has benefited from preferential business
relationships with state-owned entities and
exhibited significant unexplained wealth,
the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) says.
She is a close associate of Mr Putin and
obtains a financial or material benefit from
this association, it adds.
Ms Kabaeva is a former Russian MP
and chair of the board of directors of the
National Media Group, which is reportedly
the largest private Russian media company,
the FCDO says.
It notes that the National Media Group
controls television stations including
Channel One, which is already under
sanctions.
"She is also rumoured to be the current
partner of Putin and it is reported that he
has tried to reduce her visibility since the
invasion began," the FCDO says.
"For example, a couple of weeks after
the invasion, the National Media Group
website was updated to remove her name,
along with any reference to the board of
directors."
Russia's leader has explicitly denied
having a relationship with Ms Kabaeva.

Among others added to the UK sanctions
list are Ms Kabaeva's grandmother, Anna
Zatseplina, and cousins of Mr Putin.
An asset freeze prevents any UK citizen,
or any business in the UK, from dealing
with any funds or economic resources
which are owned, held or controlled by the
designated person. A travel ban means the
designated person must be refused leave to
enter or to remain in the UK.
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The UK foreign secretary has been among
the most outspoken of UK ministers in
setting out explicit aims relating to the
conflict, saying in a speech last month that
Russia should be pushed out of "the whole
of Ukraine".
Some foreign policy analysts have raised
concerns that such specific demands might
one day clash with Ukraine's interests and
could make negotiations harder.

Ukrainian and Moldovan foreign ministers
are expected to join G7 ministers at another
meeting in Germany on Friday.
On Saturday, Ms Truss is due to travel
to Berlin for a meeting of Nato foreign
ministers, where the FCDO says she will
push for a "strengthened and modernised"
version of the western alliance.
-BBC

INTERNATIONAL

Dozens killed as fire sweeps
through building
n

Dilnawaz Pasha,
Zubair Ahmed & Alys Davies

At least 27 people have been killed and
others are missing after a fire swept
through a four-storey office building in
Delhi.
More than 70 people were inside when
the fire started and witnesses said some
jumped out of windows to escape.
Women made up the majority of the office's
workers. The BBC found distraught family
members waiting outside a local hospital
for news.
A short circuit is thought to have started
the fire.
Two brothers who owned a CCTV
manufacturing company which was
housed in the building have been arrested
in connection with the incident, according
to authorities.
Police are also seeking to talk to the owner
of the building.
One of the women missing is 19-yearold Pooja, who is her family's main bread
winner.
At the Sanjay Ghandi Memorial Hospital
in western Delhi, her 14-year-old sister
Moni told the BBC her and her mother
had run to the hospital as soon as they had
heard about the fire.
"She had gone to office at nine in the
morning. She worked as data entry
operator. She didn't have her phone, so, she
couldn't give us a call."

Her mother stood completely silent next
to her younger daughter, unable to speak.
Moni asked how her family would survive
without her sister if she was not found
alive.
There were more than 100 others like
Pooja in the office on Friday.
Ismail ran to the burning building after his
21-year-old sister, Muskan, phoned him
from inside.
"I saw her trapped in the building as I
reached there. I told her to escape by the
rear door," he said. But he has not heard
from her since.
Ismail and his relatives have gone looking
for her in every hospital. He even went into
the burnt-out building after the fire was
extinguished, injuring his hand on broken
glass, in the hope of finding her.
"We are tired now searching for her but
getting no clues. We wish that we could
have saved her," Ismail said.
'There was no door to escape'
Sunita, another woman waiting at the
hospital, said her 20-year-old daughter
Sonam was missing.
Bursting into tears, she said that she had
searched everywhere for her daughter
- who worked on the second floor - but
had been also unable to find out what had
happened to her.
Many of the office workers were attending
a conference on the second floor when the
fire broke out. It is reportedly where most
of the bodies were found.

"When the building caught fire, there was
no door to escape," she said. "How could
my daughter save herself?"
Two engineers who were in the office said
the building's only exit was blocked by
rubbish and they had had to jump from the
first floor to escape the raging fire.
They said the exit had immediately filled
up with smoke and leaping flames, and
their only option had been to break the
glass of the first-floor windows and jump
to the ground.
Offering his condolences, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi promised 200,000
rupees (£2,118; $2,580) to next-of-kin in
compensation for each death.
Delhi's Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said that DNA tests would be used to
identify the bodies, which had been
"charred beyond recognition", the
Hindustani Times reported. Seven bodies
have so far been identified, said police.
A local official, Jogi Ram Jain, said
preliminary reports suggested a short
circuit had caused the fire and that the
building did not have proper fire safety
certification.
Fires are common in India, with building
safety laws often ignored by builders and
residents.
In 2019, a large fire swept through a bag
factory in the capital, killing 43 workers.
-BBC

Israeli police attack on Shireen Abu
Akleh mourners sparks outcry
Attacks by Israeli forces on mourners of Al
Jazeera journalist Shireen Abu Akleh have
sparked condemnation, with the United
Nations and the United States describing
the scenes as “deeply disturbing” –
although the US stopped short of explicitly
condemning Israel for the violence.
Thousands of people gathered in occupied
East Jerusalem on Friday for the funeral of
the veteran Al Jazeera journalist, two days
after she was shot dead by Israeli forces
while covering a raid in the occupied West
Bank.
As her body left St Joseph Hospital, Israeli
police attacked the funeral procession –
nearly forcing pallbearers to drop Abu
Akleh’s coffin. Israeli forces seized
Palestinian flags from mourners and
later smashed the window of the hearse
carrying Abu Akleh’s body and removed a
Palestinian flag.
The Jerusalem Red Crescent said 33
people were injured in the attacks and six
were hospitalised. Israeli authorities said
six people were arrested after mourners
threw “rocks and glass bottles”.
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
said he was “deeply disturbed” by the
violence, according to a spokesman.
The European Union said it was “appalled
by the violence in the St Joseph Hospital
compound and the level of unnecessary
force exercised by Israeli police throughout
the funeral procession”.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken said the
US was “deeply troubled to see the images
of Israeli police intruding into her funeral
procession today … Every family deserves

to be able to lay their loved ones to rest in a
dignified and unimpeded manner”.
White House press secretary Jen Psaki also
called the images “deeply disturbing”.
She said the focus should have been on
“marking the memory of a remarkable
journalist who lost her life”.
“We regret the intrusion into what should
have been a peaceful procession,” she
added.
But when US President Joe Biden was
later asked by reporters whether he
explicitly condemned the Israeli actions
at the funeral, he said: “I don’t know
all the details, but I know it has to be
investigated.”
On Saturday, the foundation of late South
African Archbishop Desmond Tutu, a
Nobel Peace Prize winner, said scenes
of Israeli police attacking the pallbearers
were “chillingly reminiscent” of what
happened during the funerals of antiapartheid activists.
Al Jazeera said in a statement that the
Israeli police’s attack on the funeral
procession “violates all international
norms and rights”.
“Al Jazeera Media Network denounces this
violence in the strongest terms, and holds
the Israeli government fully responsible for
the safety and security of all the mourners
and the family of our colleague Shireen.”
Al Jazeera also said that “such violence
will not deter it from reporting the truth”.
The UN, EU and the UN have backed calls
for a full investigation into Abu Akleh’s
killing.
The Palestinian Authority has rejected

Israeli calls for a joint investigation,
calling Israel an “occupying authority”.
Diana Buttu, a human rights lawyer, told
Al Jazeera at the funeral that Abu Akleh
was widely revered by Palestinians
over her coverage of life under Israeli
occupation, and that the Israeli violence
against mourners underlined her influence.
“So many people loved her and continue to
love her [for] the strength of her reporting
but also the love for Palestine,” Buttu said.
“People know that what Israel is doing
is a war crime. She cared about how the
occupation affected lives, telling people
what the occupation means on a personal
level. She genuinely loved people and was
outraged by the Israeli occupation.”
-Al Jazeera

The Jerusalem
Red Crescent
said 33 people
were injured
in the attacks
and six were
hospitalised.
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MOTORING

2022 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4X First Drive
n

Jason Gonderman

We got super excited when GMC finally pulled
the wraps off of the company's worst-kept
secret: the new 2022 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4X.
Though we appreciated the all-new Sierra 1500
AT4 when it debuted in 2019, we did have a few
complaints. The truck's interior was subpar, its
technology a generation old, its exterior design
polarizing, and, quite frankly, its included offroad hardware was not what we were expecting.
Over the years, the Sierra 1500 AT4 has grown
on us and become one of our favorite mid-grade
off-road pickups. However, we still wanted
more. Well, more has finally arrived, and it's
called the 2022 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4X.
Trick Multimatic DSSV Dampers
The most impressive improvement of the
2022 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4X comes from the
inclusion of Multimatic's DSSV dampers. First
introduced to the pickup world on the 2016
Chevrolet Colorado ZR2, the Multimatic DSSV
dampers replace the standard shock piston and
shim stack with spool valves that can be tuned so
that under light pressure (on-road) they are soft
and compliant, and under heavy pressure (such
as large bumps off-road) can firm-up greatly. By
utilizing three separate spool valves, the DSSV
dampers are able to provide both position- and
velocity-sensitive damping in the same package.
We did a deep-dive on the Multimatic DSSV
dampers when they debuted on the Colorado,
and aside from being upsized for use on the
Sierra 1500 AT4X, the same technical concept
still applies—read about it here.
Luxurious Interior Appointments
The 2022 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4X is an offroad truck, but that doesn't mean the company
skimped when it came to the interior. Rivaled
only by the new Denali Ultimate trim, the AT4X
is fitted with heated and ventilated 16-way
adjustable front seats, upholstered in full-grain
leather, with a new massage function (which is
amazing). A new Obsidian Rush interior color
boasts leather accents and authentic open-pore
Vanta ash wood trim. Providing the tunes is a
12-speaker Bose Premium audio system with
Centerpoint surround sound. A 15-inch headup display is standard, as are a 12.3-inch digital
instrument cluster and 13.4-inch infotainment
screen. During our time with the truck, we found
the interior to be exceptionally quiet, the seats
exceedingly comfortable, and we genuinely
enjoyed the amount of information provided
by the massive array of screens. We understand
the digital displays can be a distraction for
some, but we appreciate them. The styling of
this new interior is completely on-point, and
we especially like the real wood and leather
accents, and the massaging front seats. This is
the interior that GMC should have had since
2019, but better late than never.
On-Road Ride and Handling
Hitting the road in an off-road truck often
means sacrifice. Thankfully, this isn't the case

with the 2022 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4X. On the
highway, the truck's ride is firm without being
harsh, which is a testament to the Multimatic
DSSV dampers. Speed bumps and highway
undulations are handled with ease, not upsetting
the truck or its passengers. Twisty mountain
roads are also no match for the 1/2-ton offroader, which tracks true and flat without even
a hint of body wallow, no matter how tight
the curve is. Battling said curves was made
easier by the truck's nicely weighted yet highly
responsive steering. We also appreciated the
truck's firm yet easy to modulate brake pedal,
which allowed us to drive deep into the corners
and get the truck slowed down quickly without
upsetting the chassis. The Sierra AT4X really
handled more akin to a performance SUV than a
1/2-ton pickup on the pavement.
We also enjoyed the performance from GMC's
tried-and-true 6.2-liter V-8 engine. Pumping
out 420 hp and 460 lb-ft of torque, the 6.2-liter
V-8 has plenty of power for merging, passing,
and maybe even a little juvenile tire-spinning
… not that we could ever be accused of such
shenanigans. Power from the V-8 engine
is routed through a 10-speed automatic
transmission, which can now be operated
by way of steering-wheel-mounted paddle
shifters. When shifted into "L," the paddles
become active and allow the driver to select the
maximum gear for the transmission. We used
this function extensively during our time on
the mountain roads and found gears 3 to 5 to be
good for keeping downhill speed under control
without overworking the friction brakes.
Control Where It Counts—Off-Road
The GMC Sierra 1500 AT4X was a joy to
drive on the highway, but it was a downright
blast in the dirt. Our off-road experience took
us down desert two-track, through wide open
sand washes, deep silt beds, and through slot
canyons with massive vertical walls and tight
clearances. We also descended and then drove
back up massive, rutted hill-climbs. Right off
the bat, the Sierra 1500 AT4X showed that it is
just as happy taking on rough trails as its smaller
Colorado ZR2 cousin. The Multimatic DSSV
dampers soaked up bumps, dips, and ruts with
ease, and we never felt anything that could be
misconstrued as shock fade. With the exception
of the largest desert whoops, we found the Sierra
1500 AT4X's 9.84 inches of front wheel travel
and 10.62 inches of rear travel to be perfectly
suited to all the desert had to throw at us as we
blasted through the sand washes at speeds north
of highway legal.
When the trial turned more technical the truck's
impressive off-road specs came in handy. With
11.1 inches of ground clearance, 25.5 degrees
of approach angle, 23.0 degrees of departure
angle, and GMC's optional rock rails, the Sierra
1500 AT4X was able to easily navigate the
toughest trails. (If you desire a better approach
angle, the Silverado 1500 ZR2 might be worth
a look.) Naturally, with an independent front

suspension and relatively small 32.5-inch tires,
we weren't about to take on the trails strewn
with Volkswagen-sized boulders, but that
should go without saying. While the locking
front differential proved invaluable for climbing
steep, rutted hills, the rear locking differential
was our favorite feature, as it can be engaged
at any time (in two- or four-wheel drive) and
used at any speed, as long as the truck is in OffRoad mode.
Speaking of drive modes, the 2022 GMC Sierra
1500 AT4X comes equipped with both OffRoad and Terrain drive modes. Much like the
2022 GMC Hummer EV, the GMC's Off-Road
drive mode is intended for high-speed offroad driving, whereas its Terrain drive mode
is ideal for slow and technical driving. Both
drive modes remove some of the electronic
nannies, in addition to adapting throttle input,
transmission shift strategy, and steering feel.
The Terrain drive mode takes things a bit
further and allows for "one-pedal driving,"
meaning that the truck manages the braking,
allowing the driver to focus on steering and
throttle input. We found Terrain mode to be
most effective when crawling up or down hills
and over rocks. Usable in high or low range,
the Terrain drive mode works as a sort of faux
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low range by dragging the friction brakes. This
allows for great control going down hills, and
takes a large amount of throttle input to begin
moving, effectively damping out sudden and
accidental power commands (aka: throttle jabs).
The new Terrain drive mode effectively makes
hill descent control obsolete, however the Sierra
1500 AT4X is still equipped with this function
as well.
The name of the off-road game is control,
and the Sierra 1500 AT4X plays it very well
overall. The Multimatic DSSV dampers control
suspension movement well, and the truck's
new drive modes work well to control throttle
and braking, and the front and rear locking
differentials manage wheel spin on soft or loose
surfaces. We were able to push the AT4X fairly
hard and the truck always managed to keep its
composure.
Sierra AT4 vs. AT4X: What's the Difference?
Choosing between the GMC Sierra AT4 and
new AT4X could prove daunting for those
who are less well-versed in the world of offroad pickups. First, the AT4X comes with all
of the premium interior upgrades as standard.
The AT4X gets only the 6.2-liter gasoline V-8,
but the AT4 can be had with either the 6.2-liter
V-8 or 3.0-liter Duramax diesel I-6 engine.

The AT4X comes with 32.5-inch Goodyear
Wrangler Duratrac tires, and the AT4 gets
32.0-inch Goodyear Wrangler Territory rolling
stock. The AT4X gets more off-road hardware
in the form of the Multimatic DSSV dampers,
front and rear electronic locking differentials,
and available rock rails, whereas the AT4
comes fitted with Rancho twin-tube shocks and
an automatic "G80" rear locking differential.
2022 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4X: Final Thoughts
We have been big fans of GMC's AT4 sub-brand
since its introduction on the 2019 Sierra 1500.
Unsurprisingly, we've also been impressed by
Multimatic's DSSV dampers and the off-road
hardware included on Chevy's Colorado and
Silverado ZR2 pickups. Now that the AT4X
has begun making its way out into the wild and
we've had the opportunity to slide behind the
wheel, we can finally say with authority that
the 2022 GMC Sierra 1500 AT4X might just be
the ultimate jack-of-all-trades off-road pickup.
Not only does the AT4X drive fantastically
off-road through all types of terrain, but it also
has impressive on-road manners, great interior
comfort and technology, and a gorgeous new
exterior. If you're looking for a truck that can
truly go anywhere and do anything, this is it.
-Motor Trend

SPORT

Dragons 18-19 Cardiff - Priestland
kicks visitors to victory
n

Gareth Griffiths

Rhys Priestland kicked Cardiff to victory
against Dragons in a United Rugby
Championship match in which each side
had a player sent off.
Dragons fly-half Will Reed missed a 79thminute penalty to clinch the win.
The first half saw red cards for Dragons
lock Joe Davies and Cardiff hooker Liam
Belcher.
Priestand's
14-point
haul
was
complemented by a Lloyd Williams try,
while Ollie Griffiths and Jack Dixon
scored for Dragons.
Davies was sent off by referee Craig
Evans in the 16th minute for a dangerous
shoulder to the head of prop Rhys Carre.
Just before half-time, Belcher was
dismissed on his 50th appearance for a
swinging arm tackle on Dragons fly-half
Reed, who suffered heartbreak in his
second professional start despite again
producing an assured display.
Cardiff secured their first away win of
the league this season, while Dragons
have still not won at Rodney Parade this
season with their only victories coming at
Connacht and Scarlets.
Dragons' last home win was against
Scarlets in the Rainbow Cup in April 2021
and they have not beaten Cardiff since
2015.
It was not a derby classic with Cardiff 13th
in the URC table and Dragons two places
below them as mistakes and indiscipline
dominated proceedings.
Dragons back rowers Ollie Griffiths and
Harrison Keddie will have reminded Wales
coach Wayne Pivac of their talents before
the squad for the summer tour to South

Africa is named next week.
Cardiff scrum-half Williams demonstrated
his fine form with a man-of-the-match
display.
Derby date change
This was the final Welsh derby of the
season in the United Rugby Championship,
having originally been scheduled for New
Year's Day when it was postponed because
both regions had a number of Covid-19
cases in their camps.
Hooker Elliot Dee returned as one of three
Dragons changes with flanker Ben Fry and
centre Dixon starting, while Cardiff named
an unchanged side.
Priestland opened the scoring with a
penalty before Davies' transgression,
although the hosts ensured they levelled
the scores with Reed slotting over a
penalty.
A mediocre first half was lifted following a
clean break from Cardiff wing Owen Lane
as he glided outside Dixon and released
an inside pass for scrum-half Williams to
score.
The numbers were evened up when
Belcher was shown his red card. Dragons
took advantage immediately with number
eight Griffiths charging over from an
attacking scrum.
Replacement fly-half Sam Davies
converted to ensure it was 10-10 at halftime.
Priestland restored Cardiff's advantage
by slotting over his second penalty, but
missed two further kicks at goal.
Cabango demonstrated his searing speed
with a burst down the left touchline, but
the attack fizzled out.
Dragons were more clinical when they
created a chance for Dixon to crash over in

the right corner for a well-worked try that
gave the hosts the lead.
Priestland's kicked two penalties as Cardiff
regained the initiative before Reed slotted
over a kick to reduce the deficit.
There were late replacement appearances
for Cardiff captain Josh Turnbull, who
had recovered from a calf problem, and
Dragons prop Lloyd Fairbrother, who
has missed the last year with an Achilles
problem.
There was late confusion as referee Evans
penalised Cardiff, but sought to gain the
exact mark for Reed's late kick.
It was a favourable position for the
Dragons kicker but he was just wide with
his effort as Cardiff celebrated beating
their closest rivals.
Dragons director of rugby Dean Ryan:
"Whatever plan we had went off the table.
In the second half there were bits that I
liked about us,
"Our attack game was causing all sorts of
problems, but we invited Rhys (Priestland)
into the game too easily and that was the
difference in the end.
"We were down to 14 men for too long and
invited them in too easily. We were better
today but our discipline keeps undermining
some of the good things that we do."
Cardiff director of rugby Dai Young:
"There was not much in it. I feel for the
youngster (Will Reed) with a kick like that.
"There were a lot of mistakes in the game
for both sides and we were pleased to get
the win in the end because it's not an easy
place to come.
"We have to be a lot better in a lot of areas
and we almost did our best to throw it
away."
-BBC

How Chelsea culture drives success
on both fronts
n

Emma Sanders

Chasing trophies is part of Chelsea's DNA
and in a season where turbulence has
taken place behind the scenes, the first
teams have marched together on their
path to glory. The FA Cup finals are taking
place on consecutive days at Wembley
this weekend and Chelsea will compete
in both. It is not the first time the teams
have strived for simultaneous success in
this competition - though the finals have
not been contested on the same weekend
before. Emma Hayes' side - who wrapped
up a sixth WSL title last weekend - will face
Manchester City as defending champions
on Sunday, while Thomas Tuchel's men
compete in a third straight FA Cup final
against Liverpool on Saturday, seeking his
first victory with the club.
Chelsea did the FA Cup treble in 2018 becoming the first club to win the FA Cup,
the Women's FA Cup and the FA Youth
Cup in the same season. But can they leave
Wembley Way draped in blue by sweeping
up both trophies this weekend?
"Hopefully. We have to do the first step
and if the women can follow that would
be super nice," said Tuchel. "We will
hope for the very best. They just got the
third straight WSL title so they can win
the double." Tuchel has admitted the
sanctions handed to Roman Abramovich

and off-field discussions around the new
ownership have been a distraction at
Chelsea this season, and Hayes is someone
who can empathise.
The two, who have had a strong relationship
since the German's arrival in 2021 and both
picked up the Fifa Best Manager awards in
January, have had to manage uncertainty
over player contracts, disruption to travel
plans and intense media speculation on the
future of the club.
But in each other they have had an ally;
someone to sympathise with and motivate
the other. Only last week they were
pictured hugging at Chelsea's training
ground in Cobham. When asked about
it, Hayes joked: "I just thought Thomas
needed a hug so I gave him one!"
Tuchel added: "It would mean a lot to
all of us. It was draining, demanding and
sometimes surreal and hard to cope with.
That's why it would be a big, big reward."
Hayes regularly speaks with Tuchel at
Cobham between training sessions and
unsurprisingly the conversations are
dominated by football.
"We don't separate genders. We just talk
about dilemmas and coaching. It's an easy
relationship to have with a coach who has
always been really open and welcoming,"
said Hayes. "We've had a really good bond
since he's been at the club. Hopefully they
can kick things off in the right way on

Saturday.
Hayes joked the success of Chelsea
was "in the water" but remembered an
encounter during her first week which
summed up the culture at the club.
"I can't remember who it was but the
first thing they said to me was 'did you
win this weekend?' It wasn't even 'how
are you?' That's what this place is. It is
all about winning. "It was a profound
moment because the expectations were
clear and they have been the whole time.
I think we - all the teams - push each
other internally. We're family here. Is it
in the DNA? Yeah. It's definitely in the
water."
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Academy graduate Mason Mount will
be watching the women after playing
in Saturday's final and the excitement
at the prospect of a joint-celebration
was evident as he sat opposite Scotland
midfielder Erin Cuthbert in an interview
with BBC Radio 1 Newsbeat.
"If we win, you have to win! Open top
bus together?" Mount joked.
He added: "It would be massive [to both
win it]. It's brilliant to see us both doing
big things. Now on the same weekend
we can achieve even bigger things. To
win the FA Cup would be such a special
weekend if we both did it."
Magdalena Eriksson will captain her

side on Sunday and she regularly shares
messages with men's skipper Cesar
Azpilicueta, congratulating each other's
success. "It's really important to feel that
the whole club is behind each other. We
back the men and the men back us. It
means a lot," said Eriksson. "It's already
a massive weekend for the club because
having a male and a women's team in the
final is exactly where we want to be as a
club.
"If both teams could lift the trophy it
would be even bigger. We will definitely
be cheering on the men and they will be
cheering for us."
-BBC

SPORT

Celtic celebrate title lift with
six-goal victory
n

Nick McPheat

Celtic celebrated receiving the Scottish
Premiership trophy by ending their season
with a scintillating six-goal victory against
Motherwell.
After 20 minutes of probing the away
defence, Kyogo Furuhashi fired in the
opener before guiding in a fine finish on
the volley either side of David Turnbull's
drilled effort.
Jota slotted in a fourth, with Giorgos
Giakoumakis' brace from the bench sealing
an emphatic final-day win, ensuring Celtic
end the league campaign with a 32-game
unbeaten streak.
Ange Postecoglou's men last tasted
Premiership defeat at Livingston in
September.
The loss drops Motherwell, who secured
European football with victory over Hearts
on Wednesday, to fifth after Dundee United
came from behind to win at Ross County.
That means Graham Alexander's side
will enter the Europa Conference League
at the second round of qualifying, while
Celtic will start their European campaign
next term in the Champions League group
stage.
Even with the league done and dusted,
Postecoglou called for his players to
put on a show worthy of their champion
status, and his side looked to crank up the
party atmosphere early against a packed
Motherwell defence.

For the first 20 minutes, the visiting
backline dug deep and dealt with
everything thrown their way as the hosts
probed relentlessly.
But after Victor Nirennhold - making his
first start for the away side - made a mess
of clearing a corner, the ball was picked up
by Kyogo, who rifled low past Liam Kelly
at his near post to break the deadlock.
Tom Rogic, making his final Celtic
appearance, was treated to a standing
ovation on the 18th minute by the home
crowd, and the Australian almost had them
on their feet again moments later when he
struck the right-hand post.
It was instead fellow midfielder Turnbull
who doubled the advantage when he sold
his marker a dummy before charging into
the box to drill into the bottom-left corner
against his former club.
And four minutes later it was three when
Anthony Ralston's inch-perfect ball over
Jake Carroll was met by Kyogo, who
guided in a delightful finish across Kelly
on the volley.
Motherwell were camped in their half for
the most part but did come close in the
first half through Bevis Mugabi, Callum
Slattery and Dean Cornelius.
Aside from that, it was their defence who
were doing all the work as Jota buried a
fourth after Daizen Maeda's heavy touch
found the winger, who appeared to be half
a yard offside.
There was a break in Celtic's unforgiving

attacking play when Rogic's substitution on
the hour left the Australian overwhelmed
with emotion as he left the pitch.
Substitute Nir Bitton, also playing his last
game for the club, was just as inconsolable
when entering the field for the last time.
Four
goals
weren't
enough
for
Postecoglou's free-flowing side, though,
who added a fifth and sixth through
Giakoumakis.
The Greek striker, whose two goals look
set to see him finish as the league's joint-top
scorer, was allowed to finish acrobatically
all too easily, before bundling in to
complete a brace in injury time, sealing a

dazzling season-ending victory.
What did we learn?
What now for Celtic, then? Wheels seem to
be in motion in terms of the club's summer
business, as long-serving Rogic and Bitton
make way after decorated spells.
With the lucrative finances the Champions
League will bring, securing the permanent
services of Benfica loanee Jota and
Tottenham Hotspur's Cameron CarterVickers must become a priority.
Throughout Postecoglou's career, his
second seasons have brought his greatest
successes. With what the Australian has
achieved after a huge rebuild, and without

his own staff, it will be intriguing to see
how much Celtic can progress next term.
So with just three wins in 2022, Motherwell
end the season in fifth and have European
football to look forward to.
It has been a strange old season, but will
anyone in their dressing room, or in the
stands at Fir Park, care how they achieved
it with a trip abroad to look forward to?
Probably not.
But without trying to tinge a successful
season with pessimism, Alexander must
ensure their 2022 form doesn't creep into
next campaign.
-BBC

Bath wing Anthony Watson & Wasps' Jimmy
Gopperth among five new signings
n

Phil McNulty

Leicester Tigers have signed England
and Lions winger Anthony Watson
and 38-year-old Wasps veteran Jimmy
Gopperth.
The Premiership leaders made five new
signings for 2022-23 and sealed five
contract extensions on the same day.
Tigers have also signed London Irish duo
Olly Cracknell and Phil Cokanasiga, and
Biarritz prop James Cronin.
They have also given new deals to Richard
Wigglesworth, 38, and former England
wing Chris Ashton, 35, the all-time
Premiership leading try scorer.
Full-back Kini Murimurivalu, 32, scrumhalf Harry Simmons, 24, and back-row
forward Sean Jansen, 22, are the other
three to agree new deals.
Ashton's new contract, after arriving on
a short-term deal in February, comes less
than a month after breaking Tom Varndell's
Premiership's try-scoring record of 92.
Tigers now have three of England's alltime top 10 try scorers on their books.
On a list headed by three former Leicester
players - Rory Underwood (49 in 85
appearances), Jonny May (35 from 69
caps) and (joint third) Will Greenwood
(31 in 55) - Bath winger Watson has so
far scored 22 in 51 games, just ahead of
Ashton (20 in 44) and England's all-time
most capped player Ben Youngs (20 in
117).
'Watson is world class' - Borthwick
"Anthony is a world-class player," said

Tigers head coach Steve Borthwick. "I am
fortunate to have worked with Anthony
with the England team and on the British
& Irish Lions tour in 2017 and have seen
first-hand what a professional he is. It
is very exciting to be adding a player
and person of his calibre to what we are
building."
Gopperth, like former England scrum-half
Wigglesworth, turns 39 in June.
But the former Newcastle and Leinster
centre/stand-off has still going been strong
in Coventry this season and has taken
his tally of Premiership points to 1,696
- fourth on the all-time list, headed by
Charlie Hodgson.
Wigglesworth, a three-time European
Champions Cup winner alongside
Borthwick at Saracens, already holds the
record of 316 Premiership appearances
(Borthwick himself is still second on that
list with 265).
This extension of his playing career comes
on top of joining Borthwick's coaching
staff earlier this season.
Dual-code international Ashton's career
seemed to be drawing to a close when he
left Worcester Warriors in December. but
the twice Premiership winner has touched
down six times in seven appearances for
the table-topping Tigers.
Ashton has played for six Premiership
clubs, starting out at Northampton in 2007
before moving to Saracens in 2012, where
he won two titles before a season at French
side Toulon in 2017. He returned to the
English game in 2018 with Sale and spent

time last season at Harlequins, before his
ill-fated move to Worcester in January
2021.
Of the other new signings, Cokanasiga,
who can play anywhere across the back
line, is the younger brother of Bath and
England winger Joe Cokanasiga.
Cronin, who was capped three times by
Ireland, made more than 140 appearances
for Munster from his debut in 2013, before
moving to France to join Biarritz this
season.
Leeds-born Cracknell, who began at
Yorkshire Carnegie, had seven years with
Ospreys, including a Wales Six Nations
call-up in 2017, before joining London
Irish this season.
None of the lengths of contracts have been
disclosed.
-BBC

"I am fortunate
to have worked
with Anthony
with the
England team
and on the
British & Irish
Lions tour in
2017."
The Villager
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