thevillagernam

www.thevillager.com.na

Over 1,000 Covid-19
Volunteers Facing
The Street
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Nam/Bots "No Border
Kill" Agreement Not
Trustworthy, Says Group

...As Ministry Terminates Contracts

Justicia Shipena

Kristof Tegako Eliander

More than 1,000 Covid-19 volunteers at the
health ministry are on the brink of landing
on the streets after their employment was
cut short.
The volunteers who spoke to The Villager
say they received a notice signed by
the ministry's executive director, Ben
Nangombe, informing them that their
contract will be terminated at the end of
October, earlier than the previously agreed
December.
The volunteers were recruited when the
Covid-19 pandemic broke out in 2020 to
assist the ministry with various tasks.
Speaking to Eagle FM, a volunteer who
spoke on the condition of anonymity
questioned the ministry why they are not

recruiting them on a permanent basis as the
ministry has, allegedly now,
advertised vacancies for which they are
qualified.
"We started in December 2020, and
then our contract was renewable. We
understand that Covid is no more and the
contract can be terminated because we
signed the contract until December, but
to our surprise, on Tuesday this week, we
received a letter that it will be terminated
end of October. We want the answer from
the ministry that why can't they take the
Covid-19 volunteers on those vacancies
available because we are already acting in
those positions," he said.
The volunteer said they had been moved to
temporary administration posts, of which
they are qualified, stating that some of the
vacancies are for admin work.
Another volunteer who only chose to be
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identified as Lavinia, said: "we sacrificed
ourselves being on the emergency
Covid-19 response every day. Some of
us even took Covid-19 home because we
were first responders and lost loved ones.
And now they want to throw us away and
bring new people on the vacancies that are
now available while we are already there.
Why can't they just recruit us and fill those
positions?" They are pleading with the
health ministry to answer them, stating
that the ministry promised to provide
them with jobs, but now they are staring at
unemployment.
They further say that they have tried
applying for those same positions but to no
avail. "It's not fair seeing someone coming
from far to occupy the position while we
are already here."
Continued on P2

The Namibian Lives Matter Movement's
national chairperson, Sinvula Mudabeti, has
described the agreement between Namibia
and Botswana on killings at the border as
'untrustable'.
This week, defence minister Frans Kapofi
said Namibia and Botswana have agreed
to abolish instances of citizens of the two
countries being killed by their defence forces.
It has been reported that Botswana Defence
Force soldiers have killed nearly 40
Namibians since independence.
According to Mudabeti, the problem with
Kapofi's statement is that Namibia never
killed any citizen of Botswana.
"So when honourable Kapofi is saying
both countries' defence forces will stop the
killing, that does not reflect what has been
happening," said Mudabeti.
He said Botswana has been killing Namibian
citizens who are innocent and unarmed. "So
that is our disappointment. Namibia has
never been an aggressor, but now we appear
as if we are both aggressors, and we need to
cease hostility," he said.
"Our worry is that Namibia continues
negotiating with Botswana as if they are both
aggressors."
Kapofi, in an article in The Namibian

newspaper, is quoted saying that the
agreement was made when officials from the
two countries held a meeting at Swakopmund
last year and that he released the information
during a meeting with traditional leaders at
Eenhana this year.
Mudabeti added that it is worrisome that
two governments met in their bilateral
cooperation and have alleviated their
relationships, but nothing of this nature was
mentioned.
Earlier this month, Botswana and Namibia
Bi-National Commission (BNC) took place
in Gaborone, in which, a meeting between
the countries' heads of state also convened.
The BNC is a high-level bilateral platform
that replaced the Joint Commission on
Cooperation and the Joint Permanent
Commission on Security and Defence
between the two countries through an
agreement signed during the working visit
by Botswana President Mokgweetsi Masisi
to Windhoek in January this year.
"It is also surprising that at a high-level
occasion where Presidents meet and sign and
released a jointed statement did not reflect
what the minister is saying. That is also
worrying," said the chairperson. He added
that Botswana knows it killed the Nchindo
brothers and their cousin,
Continued on P2
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Covid-19 Volunteers
According to the letter they received, their
contracts were terminated due to some
unfavourable financial situation in the
ministry and because Covid-19, as a state of
emergency, no longer exists.
"What hurts us most is that the ministry said
it will continue to monitor the Covid-19
situations in the country closely and with
the additional staff. They said the ministry
would follow the normal recruitment
process to appoint these staff members to
the positions permanently," they stressed.
The matter was also raised in the national
assembly by PDM parliament Inna Hengari
this week, who posed questions to the health
minister Shangula. "It is my understanding
that during the Covid-19 outbreak, a number
of young people were recruited as health
assistants from different health facilities with
the aim of assisting the ministry to fight the
pandemic." Hengari asked the minister of
health what the reason for terminating their
contracts with the health assistance was,

n

what was the monetary amount that was
paid to these health assistants and what the
ministry's obligation by way of a contract
signed within the ministry.
When approached for comment, Nangombe
said that they are not throwing anyone into
the street. "The ministry requested the public
service for approval for a temporary structure
to respond to Covid-19, and these resources
were just given for a specific time period,
and, in fact, we have gone beyond that
time period, and the resources have run out
because it was planned for a certain period,"
he told The Villager. Nangombe further said
that he wants to thank all the volunteers who
came on board to assist the nation with the
Covid 19 efforts. "It must not be seen as
we are throwing people into the street. We
brought those people on board during the
time, and now that the pandemic no longer
exists, we need to incorporate the responses
to other programs in the ministry. Covid-19
is no more an emergency."

When
approached
for comment,
Nangombe
said that
they are not
throwing
anyone into
the street.

adding that the country is now trying to play
as if they are good-hearted people.
The three brothers, Tommy, Martin and
Wamunyima Nchindo, and their cousin
Sinvula Muyeme were shot by the Botswana
defence force (BDF) on 5 November 2020
along the Chobe River.
Mudabeti, in an interview with The Villager
on Friday, said Botswana was in denial even
when the autopsy report could not agree with
their version.
The case was heard in the Kasane
Magistrate's Court in Botswana, where
Namibian witnesses were also called to
testify.
In January this year, the Kasane Magistrate's
Court in Botswana ruled in favour of that
country's defence force, absolving it from
gross negligence and liability for criminal
litigation in the brutal killing of three
Nchindo brothers and their cousin.

"It is like a person who knows that once they
deny in court, they can say whatever fancy
words because they know nobody will hold
them accountable with statements outside
court," Mudabeti stressed.
Mudabeti said Botswana is getting the upper
hand because the Namibian government has
sided with Botswana against residents of the
Zambezi region.
"It is unfortunate that people do not take
residents living along the Chobe and
Botswana border seriously."
The Zambezi Lives Matter Movement
(ZLMM) comprises people from all tribes
in the Zambezi region and from outside the
Zambezi region. It is an apolitical movement;
we have members from different political
parties in Namibia. Ours is a movement
beyond petty political loyalty and blind
obedience; ours is a cause seeking justice
and peace against a foreign army.

Radios With USBs, Headsets, Porn
Now Banned In Prisons
Hertha Ekandjo

Commissioner
general
Raphael
Hamunyela of the Namibian Correctional
Service says that the use of radios with
Universal Serial Bus (USB) ports, USBs
and headsets will no longer be allowed in
correctional facilities for the security of
inmates.
Hamunyela said this in a letter last
month, which he addressed to regional
commanders.
"The correctional service doesn't allow
pornographic movies or pictures and so
forth, besides USBs have viruses. As a
result, we have a problem, as to say that
if we allow USBs, we would have to scan
them which then we would have to see
what was loaded on before we approve,"
he said.
Hamunyela added that due to that reason,
they could not allow the use of USB
as it would transfer the viruses to their
computer at correctional facilities when
being scanned.
Hamunyela told The Villager that with
some of the items loaded on the devices,
such as porn videos and other unnecessary
items, they had decided to prohibit
USBs' usage in correctional facilities
countrywide.
"Headsets are not dangerous to inmates,
but the issue is when an officer is making
announcements, some of the inmates have
their earphones plugged in, and later on,
when asked why they didn't respond, they
say they didn't hear since they had headsets
on," he clarified.
However, the commissioner said that
sports activities at correctional facilities
were to increase for inmates for medium
security classification units to two sports
activities per month and low-medium
security classification units to three sports
activities per month.
According to him, sports motivated
inmates to live positively and boost their
ability when it comes to teamwork.
"it is part of rehabilitation programmes
which we need to increase and to
remove these unnecessary activities
which only promote individualisation
and other negative thoughts,' Hamunyela
emphasised.
The commissioner emphasised that
inmates' conjugal rights and access to
pornographic content were totally out of
the question and that they do not promote
such acts.
Moreover, he stressed that they don't
implement the wishes of the public or
inmates, following inmates' requests for
a sexual visit from their partners on the
outside.
"We don't implement what people want;
we implement what the law provides. As
a society, we can come up with a law,
but it is for parliament to decide whether

to allow inmates to start having access
to pornography or conjugal rights," he
expressed.
According
to
the
commissioner,
correctional services don't make the laws
but only implement them as given by the
high authorities.
Hamunyela highlighted that inmates were
allowed access to televisions, stating that
some television programmes were always
part of rehab.
"We don't want to cut the people
completely out of what is happening in the
world. Currently, we have inmates who
have televisions in their cells, depending
on their level of security. Some have in
their dining halls," he said.
"GoTV decoders were allowed on a
condition that equal usage of the television
in the cell or unit was guaranteed and
inmates to receive orientation upon
admission of the use of TVs and Decoders".
In March last year, the Namibian Prison
Service (NPS) ruled out distributing
condoms and offering conjugal rights to
prisoners despite sexual abuse and activity
allegations among inmates.
At that time, commissioner Sam
Shalulange of the NPS said condoms could
not be issued to inmates as long as sodomy
remained a crime in Namibia.
On cases of sexual abuse in the prison
system, Shalulange had said despite their
incarceration, "Inmates had the same right
and received the same services just like
that offered to members of the public in
terms of victimisation.
During that time, the commissioner said
crimes against inmates were treated,
investigated and prosecuted just the same
and that the remedies would be determined
by a court of law depending on the case's
merits. At that time, legal practitioner Uno
Katjipuka-Sibolile, said, "sexual abuse in
prison systems was very hard to establish
because inmates do not report such type of
incidents for a variety of reasons, adding
that foremost, they do not want to be seen
as snitches.
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Kavango Cattle Ranch
Meat
and
Beer
Staff Worry Over Danger
Festival
Slated
Allowance
NATIONAL NEWS

For Opuwo

n

Annakleta Haikera

Despite noticeable changes at the stateowned Kavango Cattle Ranch, managed
by Namibia's Industrial Development
Agency (NIDA), some employees are still
concerned about the payments of danger
allowance to staff members.
On Thursday, the Kavango West regional
leadership made a follow-up visit to
the Kavango Cattle Ranch to assess the
progress made.
More than 100 cattle were estimated to
have died due to mismanagement.
Since the last visit, NIDA promised to
pay a danger allowance to staff members,
which has not yet materialised. Thus, the
leadership has urged NIDA to honour the
promise made to staff members and pay
the danger allowance due to staff members
without any further delays.
Kasinganga Galius, the farm Steward
chairperson, told The Villager that many
employees have moved back to their duty
stations. The cattle are taken care of, but
he also stresses that the dams are still
empty and need to be repaired because
the corrugated steels used on the dams
are very old and cannot hold water. He
also stressed that the promise made by
the NIDA CEO Goamab II of paying the
employees' danger allowance has not yet

been met. However, he said farmworkers
were still unhappy that no one from the
farm was elected to the newly NIDA board
members."
The Cattle Ranch farm manager, Gerhard
Mouton, said things have changed from a
"vulture feeding farm to a cattle feeding
farm. We are busy preparing for the cattle
to feed on hay silage. We have all the
facilities. At the slaughterhouse, we have
people and cattle. We just need to put
everything into action."
Mouton also revealed that farm employees
have moved back to the cattle posts to
ensure the cattle are cared for and have
worked tirelessly despite the dangers
of elephants which still roam and cause
damage around the ranch.
During the visit, the leadership observed
improvement compared to the previous
visit and was satisfied with the farm
management's interventions. It was
observed that staff are currently taking
care of the cattle by regularly providing
water, licks, vaccinations and fixing the
fences.
Sirrka Ausiku, Kavango West governor,
proposed that a management committee
be formed, which should comprise the
regional council, the traditional authorities,
and the farm managers, to ensure that
managing the farm is of satisfaction to all

stakeholders.
She also urged the farm manager and
the regional leadership to consult the
environment, forestry and tourism ministry
for interventions on the issue of humanwildlife conflict on the ranch.
Ausiku assured the team at the farm that
the regional leadership would work hand
in hand with them and that this was just the
beginning of such cooperation.
Joseph Sivaku, Kavango West regional
chairperson, stated that the leadership is
pleased that the status quo at the farm has
changed.
"For us, Mangetti is just not a farm. For
us, it's a mine because that is where the
money comes from, from this part of
Namibia going to the central government,"
he stated.
He urged the agency to pay danger
allowance, as was agreed, to the employees
who live at the cattle posts without delay,
saying "delaying will just move us back to
square one."
Kavango ranch cattle farm has about 38
camps with over 12,000 cattle. In July this
year, the region's leadership was unhappy
with the NIDA management and called out
for solutions to address the issue to avoid
more loss of state resources.

n

Uakutura Kambaekua

LOCAL events marketing agency ChuVee's Meat and Beer festival will, for the
first time since its inception in April 2022,
head to the Kunene region in Opuwo to
mark its fifth edition.
The
festival,
which
commenced
at Okahandja six months ago, has
become a household name in Namibia's
entertainment industry and has thus
far visited four towns: Okahandja,
Otjiwarong, Gobabis and Windhoek, with
Opuwo's event set for Saturday.
Confirming the festivities, Chu-Vee's
promoter Veneruru Mieze stated that the
initial purpose of the festival was to revive
the social-economic crises due to the
Covid-19 pandemic by creating a platform
for SMEs and local musicians to grow
sustainably while leveraging the national
spotlight and influx of capital that the
fiesta will attract in abundance.
"Meat and Beer Festival is an event that
was initiated with the aim of boosting
the Namibian economy post-Covid-19
whereby we give a chance to people to go
sell at an event that has gathered a huge
number of people. It's an entertainment
event whereby we host different activities
such as the fun day that includes kiddies
corner and sports game, and we usually
close off with a music bash," he said.

The event, which started off with an
emphasis on creating a great local
community festival, is now growing
into an event that is loved both locally
and nationally whilst maintaining its
community credence.
Mieze also said the event provides
a platform for local artists to obtain
proceeds through live performances while
promoting their brands simultaneously.
"The whole idea is an economic boosting
event and also giving a chance and a
platform to local artists to perform and also
to get something out of their performances
and also to help business owners at all
towns we have hosted for them to make
money. It's an event that attracts a huge
number of people, and that's why we call
it an economic boosting event," added
Mieze.
The festival organisers pride themselves
on striving to improve the festival month
on month. This weekend at Opuwo, there
are no exceptions with the introduction
of a seven aside football game between
local artists and Opuwo footballers, food
stalls, kiddies corner before the closing of
the night with a music bash that includes
local household Bullet Ya-Kaoko, Ongoro
Nomundu, Team Becky, Mooi Ngaro,
Wild Dogs, DJ Usu, Bale-Bale, and MBM.
The event is scheduled at the Opuwo Open
market, and gates will open around 09h00.

We’re about you

NHP Medical Aid Fund, Namibia’s leading medical aid
fund. PMR.africa Diamond Arrow Award winner for
excellence in the Namibian medical aid industry for
12 consecutive years (2010 to 2021).
Contact Devano Beukes at tel 081 2317 650 or email beukesd@medscheme.com.na today to
become a member of NHP, Namibia’s leading medical aid fund.
tel 061 285 5400
website www.nhp.com.na
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Diamond Arrow Award
Highest rated medical aid in Namibia: 2010 - 2021
Highest rated institution demonstrating exceptional
managerial and corporate governance in Namibia

LOCAL BUSINESS

Namibian Marula Oil Makes Women Accelerate
Agricultural Growth
It to America

n

n

Staff Writer

Taneta Investment is a women-owned,
Namibian small business established in
2015 that has created a niche as a pioneer
in producing and transforming local
Marula oil into luxurious cosmetic oil.
Taneta partners with local rural women
to obtain kernels of the Marula fruit and
combine traditional knowledge with
modern technology to cold-press the seeds
into valuable Marula oil.
Marula oil is rich in vitamins C, E and
other antioxidants that revitalize, nourish
and protect skin against premature ageing.
Its light texture allows easy absorption
to keep skin moist and luminous, while
Marula oil-based hair products prevent
hair from becoming dry and brittle.
The company is dedicated to engaging
women and ensuring sustainability and
safety while producing the best quality
Marula oil for its clients.
The global organic cosmetics market

is growing, and there are new export
opportunities
for
Namibian-based
companies like Taneta that successfully
obtained organic certification with the
support from the Southern Africa Trade
and Investment Hub (SATIH), a project
funded by the U.S. Government through
the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID).
In 2020, Taneta Investment purchased
Marula kernels from 60 rural women,
a number that increased to 200 a year
later. These women have been trained on
sustainable harvesting processes as part
of the organic certification. The women
raise their incomes and living standards by
selling Marula kernels to Taneta.
The USAID TradeHub also linked Taneta
to South Africa-based trade promotion
and marketing agencies, culminating in
a deal with a South African natural and
organic retail and skincare company to
supply Marula oil products. Taneta created
four ranges of Marula oil for various

applications such as beard oil, baby oil,
face oil and hair oil.
The company is gradually increasing
sales locally and internationally with
recent orders from European countries
like Germany and Spain and a shipment
of samples to a U.S.-based buyer in July
2022.
Taneta’s growing success in South African
and global markets is a testimony to the
company’s philosophy of sustaining the
ancient ways of processing Marula and
other fruits.
The new kids on the block of Namibian
cosmetics producers are keen to protect
such traditions while simultaneously
improving the livelihoods of the country’s
rural women who constitute their supply
chain.
In Namibia, Taneta’s Marula oil products
are available in selected retail stores,
the Namibia Craft Centre, and the dutyfree shop at Windhoek’s Hosea Kutako
International Airport.
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Claudia Immanuel

Agriculture ministry executive director
Ndiyakupi Nghituwamata said women
in agriculture explicitly recognise the
centrality of women to the sustainability
of rural households and communities,
improving rural livelihood and overall
wellbeing in the context in which often
their role and significance are overlooked
and undervalued.
She said that the role of women in
agriculture is essential to the ministry as
it mandates reducing poverty and ensuring
food security at national and household
levels.
She added that currently, food security
is a fundamental issue in Namibia as the
country faces severe challenges in meeting
the food needs of the growing population.
"The challenge of food insecurity,
particularly in the rural areas especially
given the country's increasing rural-urban
migration, harms agricultural production,"
says Nghituwamata.
She said that women in Namibia are
central to all aspects of agriculture and offfarm activities in their communities. She
said that women contribute significantly
to household investment, community
resilience, national economic growth and
the vibrancy of regional economies.
She added that women's efforts are
limited by a lack of access to productive
resources, technologies, services and
market access. "Therefore, an investment
in women will accelerate agricultural
growth while addressing food security
self-food reliance," says the executive.
She added that the effect of climate change
negatively impacts national food security,
self-food sufficiency and nutrition by
reducing access to food and consequently
reducing quality.
"The Ministry of Agriculture, Water and
Land Reform and Financial Institutions

are compounded to prioritise support
to female farmers and youth through
the development of conducive policies,
funding and programmes which are gender
sensitive to avail opportunities to invest in
technologies that support rural women,"
said Nghituwamata.
She added that the ministry had initiated
programmes which aim to empower
women with the belief that empowered
women farmers can increase their income,
develop a stable rural livelihood and
contribute to food and nutrition security.
She said the programs empower women to
move beyond livelihoods to wealth creation
and business leadership in agriculture. She
added that supported programmes through
the MAWLR and developmental partners
in the agricultural sector aim at providing
appropriate technologies for women to
increase food production and reduce postharvest losses, which will, in turn, improve
income.
She said that the ministry is implementing
the Dry Land Crop Production Program,
The Horticulture Support and Value
Chain Development Project and Small
Stock Development and Distribution in
Communal areas Project.
She said that apart from the programs,
they still have land issues and preface
her intervention in this area by saying the
majority believe that entry into agriculture
is through ownership and access to land.
She said the ministry has developed and
adopted a land reform policy that ensures
access and equity.
The land reform policy allows women
to own land like men. She said the
government is doing and will work with
women to participate in the agriculture and
agribusiness sector. She stated that it is
essential to ensure economic inclusion in
society while simultaneously consolidating
women's role in strengthening food
security in the country.

LOCAL BUSINESS

Manwu Inks 6.5% Salary
Agreement for Kraatz Workers
n

Staff Writer

The Metals and Allied Namibian Workers
Union (Manwu) have signed a one-year
substantive agreement with Kraatz (Pty)
Ltd, a division of the Ohlthaver & List
(O&L) Group.
The agreement entails that 35 Kraatz
employees, who are a part of the
negotiating unit, will get a 6.5% salary
increase backdated to 1 July 2022.
Kraatz managing director Eugene
Louw said the union is crucial to the
employer-employee relationship and that
collaboration between the two parties
promotes long-term success for the
company.
"Over the previous two years, Kraatz
has not been protected by the impacts
of COVID-19. We were able to carry on
with business as usual by adjusting to the
new normal and staying committed to
meeting our goals. "I am quite happy that
our staff members have persevered and
done their best work despite the current
global turmoil. For this reason, we believe
an increase was only the right thing to do
to ensure our people can survive the new
challenges we face, such as the increased
cost of living and rising inflation.

"The people who can make our company
successful are our employees, who are our
most significant stakeholders. We wouldn't
have a business or a future to look forward
to without their devotion and dedication to
our Group's purpose of "Creating a future,
enhancing life," Louw said.
He added that to ensure the company
creates a future for everyone, Louw
implored the employees to uphold Kraatz
values and stay committed to their Vision
2025 Breakthrough plan.
"The union and shop stewards committee
are delighted by the style and spirit in
which the negotiations were handled," said
John Hinyekwa, regional organizer of the
MANWU. We appreciate the employees'
patience and support in helping us, and the
business agreed.
"There will be enough effort for both
parties to produce great results moving
forward, and we, the union and the
employees remain optimistic about this.
Although the negotiations were difficult,
we could agree by working together and
being open. I also want to express my
gratitude to the directors of Kraatz (Pty)
Ltd for their flexibility and compassion for
the workers' situation," Louw said.

Paratus Realises Recurring Revenue of N$305m
n

Staff Writer

Paratus Namibia, the operating entity,
realised recurring revenue of N$305.1
million for the financial year ending 30
June 2021 (June 2020: N$283 million).
This represents a growth of 7.8% on a likefor-like basis.
Non-recurring
revenue
representing
customer premises Local Area Network
installations and equipment sales amounts
to N$30.8 million (June 2020: N$51.7
million).
This represents a decline of 40.4%
on a like-for-like basis. The decrease
is attributable to the slowdown in the
construction of new commercial buildings
due to the weak local economy.
The net profit before taxation, for the
operating entity, for the same period
amounts to N$40.8 million (June 2020:
N$33.4 million) and earnings before
interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation
("EBITDA") amounts to N$94.4 million
(June 2020: N$83 million).
This represents growth of 22.2% and
12.2%, respectively, on a like-for-like
basis. Management considers EBITDA
an important operational performance
measure, as it mirrors the company's
ability to generate cash flows.
The disparity between profit after
taxation and EBITDA stems from the
large depreciation charge recorded on
infrastructure deployed. The growth in the
operating results mainly stems from the
growth in recurring revenue and improved
operating margins.
During the financial year ending 30 June
2021, Paratus Namibia, the operating entity,
incurred capital expenditure amounting to
N$178 million (2020: N$101 million over
16 months), which were funded from cash
reserves and operational cash flows.
The acquisition of the erf to construct
the data centre (Tier-3 by design) has
been finalised. The total cost of the erf
amounts to N$9,3 million. Construction
has commenced.
The project is expected to be completed

during the third quarter of 2022 at a
total cost of N$123 million. Total capital
expenditure towards this project at yearend amounts to N$18 million.
• Fiber A total of 342km of new fiber
ducts have been installed for the financial
year ending June 2021. Windhoek
suburbs include Eros, Klein Windhoek,
Ludwigsdorf, Luxury Hill, Olympia,
Kleine Kuppe, and Prosperita, major
routes in Pioneerspark, Cimbebasia and
Academia were completed and now have
access to fiber connectivity.
Fiber was also rolled out in Kramersdorf
in Swakopmund and Meersig in Walvis
Bay. Phases 1 and 2 were completed in
Grootfontein, and the first customers
were connected successfully. Significant
expansions were done in Otjiwarongo,
which has resulted in healthy and
continued growth. New subscribers
continued to join the network to the extent
that backhaul capacity between Fiber
Points of Presence had to be increased tenfold to accommodate the growth.
SkyFi Expansions were done to include
Ondangwa and Katima Mulilo. A total of
24 new sectors were added to the network
to accommodate the growth.
LTE additional sites were added to
improve coverage and improve customer
experience.
Cable Landing Station Construction of the
shell was completed, major systems were
installed, and fronthaul trenching to the
beach landing point commenced.
Golden Strip The project consists of
installing fiber backhaul between three
major Northern towns of Namibia:
Ondangwa, Ongwediva and Oshakati.
The project also includes installing
fiber access along the main routes in
the towns and rolling out LTE and
SkyFi infrastructure. The fiber backhaul
installation began with site preparation and
acquisition to house the LTE and SkyFi
base stations.
In May 2021, Paratus Holdings established
an NSX-approved N$1 billion Domestic
Medium-Term Note Programme pursuant
to a Programme Memorandum. In June

2021, the Domestic Medium-Term Notes
Programme raised the first tranche of
N$200 million.
The N$200 million raised consists of
the following: N$175 million in Senior
Unsecured Floating Rate Notes maturing
on 18 June 2024 and bearing interest at
300 basis points above the 3 Month ZAR
JIBAR rate; and N$25 million in Senior
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Unsecured Floating Rate Notes maturing
on 18 June 2026 and bearing interest at
325 basis points above the 3 Month ZAR
JIBAR rate.
The interest accrued on these borrowings
at year-end amounts to N$478 275.
N$66 million of the proceeds were
utilised to settle the Development Bank
of Namibia term loan. The remainder of

the loan will fund the Data Center and
other infrastructure roll-outs for the 2022
financial year.
The Group has declared dividends to the
ordinary shareholders amounting to N$
9 744 624 (30 June 2020: N$4 872 312)
during the 2021 financial year.

LOCAL BUSINESS

The Spill Over Effect of Eskom on
Namibia's Economy

n

Josef Kefas Sheehama

Namibia and South Africa commonly
establish a currency peg with a stronger
or more developed economy so domestic
companies can access broader markets
with less risk.
Currency pegs create stability between
trading partners and can disrupt business.
The
Namibia
Power
Corporation
(NamPower) is importing about 64% of
power from neighbouring countries to
meet the country's electricity demands.
According to the website, NamPower
currently has three bilateral agreements,
namely, 200MW with ESKOM (South
Africa), 100MW with ZESCO (Zambia),
and 80MW with ZPC (Zimbabwe).
NamPower supplements its energy
requirements with power from the region
because we can only produce 24%.
The bad news is that Eskom chief financial
officer Calib Cassim says that even if
Eskom is relieved of R200 billion in debt,
the company will soon be back in the
same position if it doesn't significantly
raise tariffs, cut costs, and get people and
municipalities to pay their bills.

dusk cannot be spent on productive or
recreational activities. The functioning of
healthcare facilities and the interconnected
water supply infrastructure can be
paralysed at the societal level.
As a country, we cannot afford to depend
on other countries to supply us with
everything.
Namibia has remarkable potential, but
we must deliver economic growth vital
to addressing our severe challenges
and improving our quality of life. It is,
therefore, crucial for Namibia as a country
to look inwards for solutions. How long
shall we continue to rely on South Africa
for anything and everything at every time?
Namibia must begin to depend mainly on
local production, as the time has come to
fully transform the nation into a modern,
sophisticated and inclusive economy that
is self-sufficient. We must look inwards as
a nation and guarantee Namibians highquality, affordable healthcare, and cuttingedge education.
Building a base of high-quality
infrastructure, including reliable power,
can engender Namibia's industrial activity

as the economy desires to grow and
become independent.
Creating an ecosystem of factories,
storage, and logistics companies would
facilitate the supply chain and move raw
materials for value-added products and
finished goods to markets.
It is high time for the energy transition in
Namibia, with proper use of its immense
hydropower and abundant solar energy
sources, to strategically replace fossil
fuels in both commercial and residential
sectors. Green hydrogen can play a vital
role as an energy carrier and could be one
of the promising links in the economic
transition for Namibia. This will have a
significant impact on the energy mix of
the country and energy. The transition
process demands firm political and social
commitments, high-level knowledge
transfers from university to the industry
and business sector, and willingness from
the commercial and business sectors
to diversify their income with green
hydrogen.
Hydrogen is key to maintaining a high

Eskom has R400 billion of debt that it
cannot service and relies on annual bailouts
from the National Treasury (www.news24.
com). It also costs Eskom more to produce
electricity than it can bill consumers,
making it impossible to escape the debt
trap permanently. Treasury is considering
relieving Eskom of a large portion of debt
perhaps as much as R200 billion, to enable
Eskom to borrow again, says Cassim.
Eskom is supplying approximately 30%
of Namibia's electricity. The President of
South Africa cut short his international
travels to deal with the Eskom power crisis.
This proves to us that we need to apply
our minds. We need to hold our hands and
work toward improving our country.
Let's Talk about the economy, not politics.
We want to turn the page on discussions
about the economy. We don't eat politics.
So, we are going to keep on talking about
the economy. We will keep discussing
what we need to do to strengthen green
hydrogen and grow our economy. The
government need to look at Hydro Power
station and reform Kudu gas.
When the electricity supply is disrupted,
the costs can be severe. Households incur
charges as their economic activity is
hurt, and they must invest in alternative
electricity options. In addition, household
welfare also decreases as the hours after
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level of economic activity—structural
changes in the economy and impacts of
new technologies. A hydrogen economy,
the long-term goal, can potentially confer
energy security, along with environmental
and economic benefits. However, the
transition from a conventional petroleumbased energy system to a hydrogen
economy involves many uncertainties,
such as the development of efficient fuelcell technologies, problems in hydrogen
production and distribution infrastructure,
and the response of petroleum markets.
Now is the time to seize this opportunity
and create an environment that empowers
all people to thrive within our own
Namibia. Therefore, Namibia will be
able to attain the level of economic
independence it desires. Let's acknowledge
our country's progress and create hope, see
our problems as real but solvable, seek out
positive and negative cues when reading
about our environment, and recognise the
potential of our economy and invest in
it. This is how change happens. Attitude
drives fundamentals, not the other way

around. This could provide some certainty
and stability in the medium term. The
impact of Eskom load shedding may
hinder economic growth and development.
That is, the high cost of relief and recovery
may adversely impact investment in
infrastructure and other development
activities in the area, and specific cases
may cripple the frail economy of the
region. South Africa's load-shedding will
cause supply chain disruption in Namibia.
The devastating load-shedding in South
Africa is also bound to impact inflation.
Therefore, it is clear that renewable
energy sources have considerable potential
to meet mainstream electricity needs.
However, having solved the problems
of harnessing them, there is a further
challenge of integrating them into the
supply system, where the most demand is
for continuous, reliable supply. Sun, wind
and waves cannot be controlled to provide
either constant dispatchable power to meet
base-load demand or peak-load power
when needed.
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African newspapers can be anti-African
too: what my research found

n

Sisanda Nkoala

Following the recent outbreak of monkeypox in Europe and
North America the international news media were accused
of bias in their reporting. The accusation is that media
outlets perpetuated negative stereotypes by, for example,
portraying monkeypox as a disease that affects only African
people, or people of African descent.
The accusations stem from editorial decisions to use
stock images of Africans, people of African descent, or
people living in Africa, when reporting an outbreak that
predominantly affected countries in the global north.
The Foreign Press Association, Africa said these types of
reports showed a “glaring lack of dignity afforded to black
and brown-skinned victims of disease outbreaks.”
Numerous pieces of research have shown that western
media misrepresent Africa when reporting on diseases, and
portray the west as superior and Africa as inferior.
My findings, in a recently published paper, show that
African publications can be just as guilty of this. I looked
at media coverage of the 2014 Ebola outbreak as well as
the COVID-19 2020 pandemic in two newspapers – the
South African daily, the Sowetan and the Nigerian daily
broadsheet, the Daily Trust. Both papers reported on both
outbreaks.
I also reviewed literature that looked at news reports on
diseases such as HIV and Aids as well as cancer.
My research showed that the reporting misrepresented
Africa, and portrayed Africans as inferior and dangerous.
In doing this, they perpetuated an ideology of othering that
emphasises the west as superior and Africa as inferior.
The analysis
I looked at the language used in these newspapers, as well
as the volume of coverage by subject matter and by country.
I considered close to 200 news reports on the 2014 Ebola
outbreak and the 2020 coronavirus outbreak published by
the Daily Trust and the Sowetan. They are among the most
widely read and distributed in their respective countries.
I chose to focus on two 31-day periods: 1 August 2014

to 31 August 2014 for Ebola and 23 March 2020 to 23 April
2020 for the COVID-19 pandemic. These periods were chosen
because they marked significant developments in the Ebola and
coronavirus outbreaks. My focus was on how language and
images were used.
I quantified the coverage: first in terms of continents and then on
a country-by-country basis.
Figure 1 shows the number of news reports on the 2014 Ebola
and 2020 coronavirus outbreaks at continental level. Figure 2
breaks this down further and shows which countries received
the most coverage in the publications and period considered.
When it came to the 2020 coronavirus outbreak, three of the four
most reported on countries were western countries – America,
Italy and England. All had very high rates of infection and
death. The fourth most mentioned country was China, where the
outbreak originated.
While this could have been expected, the contrast with Africa
is marked because individual countries weren’t mentioned even
though the continent overall received a great deal of coverage.
The conclusion is that for these publications, developments in
individual African countries were not prioritised to the same
degree as developments in individual western states.
Next I analysed the headlines and the body of the articles to
understand how words were used. The framework I used, known
as the ideological square, is rooted in a view of language-use
as something that advances ideology, particularly in how it
includes and esteems through references to “us” and excludes
or disparages through reference to “them”.
This “us vs them” perspective is commonly known as othering
or otherness.
Language that alludes to “us” is associated with favourable
properties, while language that alludes to “them” is associated
with negative properties.
I found examples of this in news reports on specific individuals
who were infected or died due to either of these two viruses.
The tendency was to emphasise the humanity and positive
traits of affected western individuals while either anonymising
or writing negatively about African individuals. This was
particularly evident in news reports on Ebola.
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Take the reporting on the first European Ebola victim as reported
in The Daily Trust.
The first European infected by a strain of Ebola that has killed
more than 932 people in West Africa, Spanish priest Miguel
Pajares, was stable in Madrid.
The infected person is named, and the report goes as far as to tell
us he is a priest, a role that carries positive connotations.
But reporting on the first Ebola victim in Nigeria used words
like “importer” and “suspect”.
My research showed other differences too. For example, when
it came to the coronavirus, the fact that African countries
kept deaths and infections to a minimum was de-emphasised.
Instead, the emphasis was on the donations western countries
were making to African countries.
When it came to the economic impact of the coronavirus
outbreak, the reports emphasised pessimistic forecasts on how
African countries would be affected.
Finally, when it came to domestic developments in different
countries, the emphasis was on what was going right in western
countries and what was going wrong in African countries. An
example was that there were no news reports on the public
outcry against government lockdown in western nations. But
there were several about African countries.
Insights
The outbreak of a disease, whether local or global, is not merely
a public health matter. It is also a health communication issue,
as people need information to help them respond. Established
information sources, such as newspapers, become critical in
shaping how the public understands and responds to the crisis.
But media sources play another role too – they frame how issues
are seen. My research confirmed that the coverage perpetuated
the “us versus them” ideology. The articles reflected negative
self-representation of the African continent and positive otherrepresentation of western countries in the same way as western
newspapers often do.
Sisanda Nkoala
Senior Lecturer, Cape Peninsula University of Technology

The Villager

9

HEALTH

Hong Kong to end quarantine
after outcry from firms, residents
Hong Kong will scrap its controversial
quarantine for arrivals from next week,
bowing to mounting pressure to end more
than two and a half years of isolation that
has hammered the economy and driven
talent out of the financial hub.
The Chinese territory will resume
quarantine-free entry from Monday, Hong
Kong’s leader John Lee announced at a
press conference on Friday.
“We must allow connectivity with the rest
of the world so we can have economic
momentum,” Lee said, while insisting
the city must not “lie flat” against the
coronavirus.
Travellers to the city currently must
undergo three days of hotel quarantine
followed by four days of medical
surveillance, during which they are
restricted from entering certain venues
including bars and restaurants.
Under the new arrangements, arrivals will
still be required to undergo three days of
medical surveillance that will be lifted
following a negative COVID test result,
dampening prospects of a sharp rebound
in tourism. Travellers will also be required
to take a COVID PCR test upon landing
followed by three subsequent tests in the
days following their arrival.
The announcement comes after months of
warnings by businesses and residents that
the former British colony, which brands
itself as “Asia’s World City”, is losing its
competitive edge to regional rivals such as
Singapore.

The pandemic restrictions, along with a
Beijing-led crackdown on dissent, have
been blamed for a continuing exodus that
has seen more than 200,000 people depart
since 2020.
Hong Kong, which has been caught
between mainland China’s ultra-strict
“zero-COVID” strategy and calls to
restore international travel, is one of the
last economies to end pandemic-related
quarantine.
Taiwan on Thursday announced it would
end quarantine for arrivals by midOctober, while Japan has opened the door
to the resumption of mass tourism with
the return of visa-free entry and the end of
caps on daily arrivals from next month.
Gary Ng, a senior economist at investment
bank Natixis, said Hong Kong’s
announcement was a “much-belated step”
to restore the city’s competitiveness but
did not go far enough.

Japan will scrap tough pandemic-related
border restrictions from October, paving
the way for mass tourism for the first time
in two and a half years.
Speaking in New York City, Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida said
individual travel and visa-free entry would
resume from October 11 as the world’s
third-largest economy seeks to reconnect
with the world.
“We are a nation that has flourished
through the free flow of people, goods
and capital,” Kishida, who is in the United
States for the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA), said on Thursday.
“COVID-19, of course, interrupted all of
these benefits, but from October 11, Japan
will relax border control measures to be on
par with the US, as well as resume visafree travel and individual travel.”
The move marks out Japan as one of
the last economies to restart large-scale
tourism and travel, with only China yet
to announce plans to lift its strict border
controls.
Under a partial easing of restrictions in
place since June, Japan only allows tourists
on packaged tours and has a cap on daily
arrivals, currently set at 50,000. Travellers
to the country must also apply for a visa.
The strict restrictions have led foreign
tourists to largely shun the country, with
just about 8,000 international visitors
arriving in July, compared with some 3
million during the same month in 2019.
Tourism operators and business groups
had called on the government to reopen
the borders, warning Japan could be left
behind as the rest of the world learns to
live with the virus.
Despite its isolation, Japan recorded some
of the highest numbers of COVID cases in
the world last month, with daily infections
topping 250,000, although the country’s
cumulative death toll remains among the
lowest worldwide.
Gary Bowerman, director of travel and
tourism research firm Check-in Asia,

said Japan’s reopening would be “a key
barometer” of the recovery of travel in the
Asia Pacific, which has lagged other parts
of the world.
“It is a popular year-round destination,
a vital source of travellers for the region
and an integral player in the Asia Pacific
aviation sector,” Bowerman, whose
company is based in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, told Al Jazeera.
“The opening is timed for the usually
popular winter season. Like all countries
in Asia Pacific, however, pre-pandemic
tourism to Japan was heavily influenced
by the Chinese outbound market. The pace
and scale of an inbound travel recovery
will be dependent on how quickly airlines
are able to rebuild capacity.”
“There is certainly pent-up demand for
travel to Japan, but as with other country
reopenings we’ve seen in the region,
that demand may not be unleashed
immediately,” Bowerman added.
“I think it will be a case of managing
expectations in the next few months, but
travel flows will start to scale up, both
inbound and outbound.”
-Al Jazeera

“The move will help the aviation sector
in outbound tourism and business trips,
which is a welcome move and positive for
Hong Kong residents,” Ng told Al Jazeera.
“However, it will not be enough to put
the economy back on track as it is still far
from a full opening in attracting inbound
visitors. There are still too many other
restrictions. No one wants to come to a city
with the ongoing compulsory COVID test,
a mandatory mask requirement and the
health code system for tourism.”
-Al Jazeera

Japan to reopen to mass tourism
from October

We are a nation
that has flourished
through the free flow
of people, goods and
capital,” Kishida, who
is in the United States
for the United Nations
General Assembly
(UNGA), said on
Thursday.
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BUSINESS NEWS

Bosses think workers do less
from home, says Microsoft
A
n

Simon Jack

major new survey from
Microsoft shows that bosses
and workers fundamentally
disagree about productivity
when working from home.
Bosses worry about whether working
from home is as productive as being in the
office.
While 87% of workers felt they worked
as, or more, efficiently from home, 80% of
managers disagreed.
The survey questioned more than 20,000
staff across 11 countries.
Microsoft chief executive Satya Nadella
told the BBC this tension needed to be
resolved as workplaces were unlikely to
ever return to pre-pandemic work habits.
"We have to get past what we describe as
'productivity paranoia', because all of the
data we have that shows that 80% plus
of the individual people feel they're very
productive - except their management
thinks that they're not productive.
"That means there is a real disconnect in
terms of the expectations and what they
feel."
Remote working peaked?
Both Mr Nadella and Ryan Roslansky, the
boss of Microsoft-owned LinkedIn, said
employers were grappling with perhaps
the biggest shift in working patterns in
history.

The number of fully-remote jobs advertised
on LinkedIn soared during the pandemic
but Mr Roslansky said data suggested that
type of role might have peaked.
He told the BBC that of some 14 or 15
million job listings that are typically live
on LinkedIn, about 2% of those involved
remote working before the pandemic.
Some months ago, that stood at 20%, and
it has since come down to 15% this month.
At a time of acute labour shortages,
employers are having to work harder to
recruit, enthuse and retain staff. That even
includes Microsoft itself, according to Mr
Nadella.
"We had 70,000 people who joined
Microsoft during the pandemic, they sort
of saw Microsoft through the lens of the
pandemic. And now when we think about
the next phase, you need to re-energize
them, re-recruit them, help them form
social connections."
Microsoft employees can work from home
up to 50% of the time as standard. More
than that requires management approval or
a move to part-time working.
Some companies have struggled to
impose new working arrangements and
expectations.
There has been resistance to calls at Apple
to return to the office three days a week
from September, while Tesla boss Elon
Musk has demanded 40 hours a week in

the office sending an email saying: "If you
don't show up, we will assume you have
resigned."
An unprecedented number of people have
also changed jobs since the start of the
pandemic. A phenomenon Microsoft has
dubbed "the great reshuffle", sees workers
born after 1997 (so-called Generation Z)
nearly twice as likely to switch jobs.
"At the peak of our 'great reshuffle' we
saw a year-on-year increase of 50% of
LinkedIn members changing jobs. Gen Z
was at 90%," the report said.
By 2030, Generation Z will make up about
30% of the entire workforce so managers
need to understand them, according to
LinkedIn's boss.
As you might expect, alongside its new
observations Microsoft has new products
aimed at easing this potential mismatch
in expectations. It is focusing on helping
companies' younger workers feel a sense
of belonging to, and an ability to learn in,
an organisation in the way staff did in the
past.

Its new Viva software, for example, allows
direct contact to senior managers, online
teaching and a channel to share personal
photos - somewhat like a company intranet
site with bells on to ring in a new world
of work, which employers in particular are
struggling to navigate.
-BBC
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Body Parts for most makes and models

•RACK & PINIONS •SHOCKS +
MOUNTINGS •TIE RODS •STEERING
KNUCKLES ETC.
crossmember

strut assemble
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steering gear
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strut

ball joint
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lower control arm
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LAMPS:
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• Tel.: +264 61 307 073 • Fax: +264 61 307 075
+264 81 852 9296
• Email: sales@globalpartsnamibia.com
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AFRICA

Nigeria Boko Haram crisis: The women walking
miles to save their children's lives

n

Chris Ewokor

Fati Usman's son lies on a hospital bed
in north-eastern Nigeria, looking almost
lifeless. He has difficulty breathing and
looks extremely emaciated. A fly perches
on his gaunt cheek.
From his size, you would think he is about
two years old. But his mother says he is
actually five. He is just one of several
million people caught up in a massive
humanitarian crisis that an Islamistled insurgency has caused in north-east
Nigeria, leaving families in desperate need
of food and medical care.
Dwindling funds are to blame for people's
hunger, say aid workers, as Nigeria's
government relies on support from aid
agencies and the UN who in turn are
more focused on crises in Ukraine and
elsewhere.
Camps for internally displaced people
(IDPs) are a last resort for millions of
vulnerable Nigerians, yet Borno state,
one of the worst affected, decided to close
all such camps last year - labelling them
slums and paying $200 (£175) to each
family forced to leave.
And when it comes to government funding
in the wider north-east, the malnutrition
crisis comes second to fighting the region's
insurgents.
Aid workers predict that an estimated 1.74

million children under the age of five could
suffer from acute malnutrition in north-east
Nigeria in 2022 - a 20% increase from the
previous year - and 5,000 could die in the
next two months. Ms Usman says her son
caught measles, followed by diarrhoea.
"I got some medicines to give to him, but
his condition didn't improve. For 37 days
he has been having diarrhoea."
As his health deteriorated, she rushed him
to the hospital in Damaturu, the main city
in Yobe state in north-eastern Nigeria.
"I brought him here two days ago," she
says. Five of her children had already died
before this crisis - he is one of four who are
still alive. The 34-year-old mother is worn
out and traumatised. She fled attacks by
militant Islamist group Boko Haram in the
small town of Maino in Yobe, and moved
into a camp for internally displaced people
(IDP) five years ago.
"We couldn't even take our belongings, not
even food," Ms Usman says.
The spike in malnutrition has been
worsened by outbreaks of disease including
cholera, and disruption to farming because
of attacks by militants.
Ms Usman's husband works as a Muslim
cleric, but he does not live with the family.
She tries to earn a living by sometimes
helping neighbours sew their torn clothes
in exchange for food. But the neighbours
are also victims of the insurgency and

have fled their homes, depending mainly
on handouts from aid agencies and the
government. With plenty of mouths to
feed, there are not enough food supplies
to sustain the children and many become
sick.
"This is the epicentre, so most of the cases
that come here are severe ones," Dr Japhet
Udokwu, the coordinator of the centre,
tells the BBC.
Like many doctors and humanitarians, he
fears a disaster. Dr Udokwu is working
around the clock, admitting at least 40
severely malnourished children every
week for treatment. According to him,
some families travelled more than 100km
(62 miles) from remote communities
where there was no access to medical care.
Many of them had lived in IDP camps in
Borno state's capital, Maiduguri, which
have closed and are now unable to get
enough food for their children, because
they could not farm for fear of attacks.
Now is a critical moment, because the
lean harvesting season is at its peak and
there has been an uptick in the number of
children brought in since the start of the
year. As a result this facility - and others
like it - are overwhelmed.
Dr Udokwu tells me his team has just
finished administering treatment to a child
who was rushed in a few hours earlier.
"The child is unconscious as a result of
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several days of passing loose stool, so we
had to resuscitate him," he says.
"We actually have a lot of severe cases
coming with hypoglycaemia, shock, and
the like in this facility."
The facility is one of the few stabilisation
centres that the BBC gained access to in
some of the hard-to-reach locations in the
north-east, where aid workers are battling
to save the lives of hundreds of children.
In another stabilisation facility in the
commercial hub of Bama in Borno state,
healthcare workers are also racing against
time to cope with the mounting number of
cases of children suffering severe acute
malnutrition.
There, 25-year-old Fatima Bukar says
she lost three children to malnutrition and
walked 30km, carrying her two remaining
children to the camp.
The children are among 22 patients in a
16-bed ward at the health centre in Bama.
Her four-year-old daughter, who lies
on her side with swollen cheeks, cries
intermittently whenever her mother turns
to care for the one-year-old, emaciatedlooking child in her arms.
Opposite Ms Bukar, another child cries
as her mother tries to turn her around and
make her lie on her back. Most of her skin
looks burnt, all the way up to her face.
This is the result of what medics call grade
three oedema and dermatosis. It starts

when there is severe swelling in the body.
When the swelling starts to subside the
skin cracks, making it look like burns.
Dr Ibrahim Muhammad, who is in charge
of the centre, says this is one of the effects
of severe acute malnutrition.
"We see a huge influx of children with
severe acute malnutrition every day. Many
of them live in the Bama camp," he adds.
Aid worker John Mukisa says that without
a rapid increase in food aid, many children
will die or be left disabled.
Since taking office in 2015, President
Muhammadu Buhari's government has
repeatedly promised to tackle the security
and humanitarian disaster, but it has
largely failed to do so.
Yet it defends its record, claiming to
have made significant success in the fight
against Islamist militants, including the
voluntarily surrender of thousands of
militants in the north-east.
This comes as little comfort to the
communities that have been devastated
across this region.
Ms Usman says she fears that the worst
could be still to come.
"Since our village was attacked, we have
been visited with lots of tragedies. Our
children have been dying of diseases
and they may continue unless there's
intervention to save our lives."
-BBC

INTERNATIONAL

Iran grapples with most serious
challenge in years

n

Rana Rahimpour

The eruption of nationwide protests in
Iran following the death in police custody
of a 22-year-old Kurdish woman detained
for allegedly failing to adhere to hijab
(headscarf) rules is the most serious
challenge Iran's leadership has faced in
years.
While authorities say Mahsa Amini died
from underlying health reasons, her family
and countless other Iranians believe she
died as a result of having been beaten.
Protesters say that if they don't act now,
they could fall victim to the same fate.
It has come at a time when Iranians are
feeling particularly fed up. Systematic
corruption among Iran's political elite,
growing poverty with inflation at more
than 50%, deadlock in nuclear talks and
lack of social and political freedom have
left Iran's young and vibrant population
feeling hopeless.
According to Iran's Social Security
Organization Research Institute at least
25 million Iranians were living below the
poverty line by June 2021. That number is
even higher now.
These are not the first protests in the
history of the Islamic republic of Iran. But
many observers believe there is something
different about them.
More than anything, this is a woman's

protest.
'Society has shifted'
Civil liberties groups continually spotlight
the suppression of women in Iran, an entire
part of society who have been the biggest
losers of the Islamic revolution of 1979.
Iranian women were forced to wear hijab
(headscarf) soon after the revolution and
have lost many of their rights, including
right to travel, right to work and right to
child custody over the age of seven. There
was little objection to these changes from
men at the time.
"The fact that many men are joining
the protests shows that the society has
shifted to more progressive demands,"
says Mehrdad Darvishpour, an Iranian
sociologist based in Sweden.
The main slogan of protesters is "Woman,
Life, Freedom", a call for equality and a
stance against religious fundamentalism.
Also, these protests are far more inclusive
than the previous ones.
The so-called Green Movement of 2009
saw the middle class protest against alleged
election fraud. Although it was large in
size, it centred on major cities. Other major
protests in 2017 and 2019 were confined to
poorer areas.
But the current protests are now being
reported in both middle class and working
class areas. They seem to have moved from
local or ethnic issues, to more inclusive

ones.
"We are witnessing the birth of a megamovement," says Mr Darvishpour.
A movement that was being led by women
but has managed to bring other movements
together. And more importantly, the
symbolic value of burning hijabs, has
cracked the image of an unbreakable
regime.
According to Mr Darvishpour, there is no
going back from this experience.
Government's options
The establishment is in a very difficult
place. The death of Mahsa Amini has even
shaken some of the hardcore supporters of
the government.
Many of them, including some clerics,
are questioning the violent tactics that
are being used by morality police against
women.
So, the government has two options: To
change its strict hijab rules, which are
part of the identity of the Islamic republic.
But doing so may encourage protesters
to continue until they reach their final
demand for regime change.
Or not to change anything and continue
the violent crackdown and killing of
protesters, which may briefly calm down
the unrest but will only add fuel to their
ever growing anger.
Many of the riot police that are now
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suppressing the protests are also suffering
from economic difficulties and are not
necessarily supportive of the establishment.
If these protests continue they might
switch sides.
On top of that, the Supreme Leader's 83
years of age and his ill health is on the
mind of many Iranians on both sides.
It's unclear whether whoever succeeds him

will be able to sustain the support of the
regime's hardcore supporters or not.
This might not be the final chapter, but it is
a very important one.
Lives are being lost, but more cracks are
appearing in a system that is no longer
working for many angry Iranians who
want a different way of life.
-BBC

MOTORING

2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited 4x4 Test:
Improving an Old Faithful
n

Alisa Priddle

The fifth-generation 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee
takes an already strong and storied nameplate
and ups the ante yet again for competitors in
the midsize SUV segment. We first set eyes
on the latest-generation Grand Cherokee last
year when the family expanded to a new threerow version Jeep calls the Grand Cherokee L,
which allowed it to compete in the heart of the
family hauler market. We were impressed with
the interior's high-end materials and thoughtful
touches as we waited for the traditional two-row
Grand Cherokee to break cover. Now that it has,
we've gotten our hands on one for a proper test.
WL-y Nice To Meet You, Two-Row Grand
Cherokee
The newest WL-generation model is still
instantly recognizable as a Grand Cherokee,
but it has a wider track, longer hood, lower
center of gravity, and is more aerodynamic.
Not surprisingly, it also gets a sumptuously
appointed interior tailored for a vehicle that is
equally at home in the suburbs or the middle of
nowhere after a day on the trails.
Jeep offers the 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee
across a wide spectrum, offering some of the
best on- and off-road driving in the midsize SUV
segment; in essence, there is a version for every
buyer. The family is anchored by the entry-level
Laredo, followed by the nicer Limited, then the
richer Overland, off-road-focused Trailhawk,
more luxurious Summit, and range-topping
Summit Reserve with a V-8. There is also the
new plug-in hybrid Grand Cherokee 4xe, which
is available as a powertrain upgrade on Limited,
Overland, and Summit trims. For 2023, the
Trailhawk model is only available with the 4xe
gas-electric powertrain. Each step up offers
more features, both standard and optional.
2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee Still Masters OffRoad
For this latest generation, the expected offroad chops are only amplified. The 2022 Jeep
Grand Cherokee still offers three 4WD systems.
Designers were careful to retain approach
and departure angles with higher-clearance
bodywork than is typical while giving the SUV
up to 11.3 inches of ground clearance and 24
inches of water-fording ability. The 2022 model
also adds a new front-axle disconnect feature
that will automatically revert to rear-wheel drive
if the vehicle senses road conditions that don't
require all-wheel drive. The Limited tested here
has the single-speed (i.e., no low-range gearing)
Quadra-Trac I system and active transfer case
to send torque to the wheel with the most
grip. Although it is the starter kit of the three
available 4WD systems, it tackled an off-road
course with ease.
Engine choices are less new. The V-6 and V-8
engines are carryovers from the previous Grand
Cherokee, though their days are likely numbered
given the introduction of the new Hurricane I-6
engine family that provides more power and
efficiency and is, well, new. The Hurricane
debuts in the full-size, long-wheelbase 2022
Jeep Wagoneer L and Jeep Grand Wagoneer L
but will work its way into future vehicles in the
lineup, including the stubbier non-L Wagoneers,

soon.
Popular Choice: Jeep Grand Cherokee with V-6
We tested a 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited
4x4 with the hard-working 3.6-liter Pentastar
engine, a naturally aspirated powertrain that
puts out 293 horsepower and 260 lb-ft of torque.
This trim and engine are the sweet spot for many
Grand Cherokee buyers. And that is saying
something given the many choices.
The trusty Pentastar V-6—now a decade
old—supplies plenty of grunt and still sounds
sonorous as it revs up and distributes power via
the eight-speed automatic transmission. In fact,
it overperforms for a carryover mill. "I don't
remember this engine being this peppy," said
road test editor Chris Walton. Well, the V-6 has
help: The 2022 Grand Cherokee drops about 250
pounds. We saw 60 mph arrive in 7.3 seconds
and the quarter-mile passed by in 15.5 seconds
at 89.8 mph. A 2014 Grand Cherokee Limited
with the same V-6 that we tested needed 7.7
seconds to reach 60 mph, and was 0.3-second
slower through the quarter-mile.
But acceleration can be jerky at times and
efficiency lags the competition, at 19 mpg city,
26 mpg highway, and 22 mpg combined. That
leaves a lot of room for improvement if Jeep
substitutes the mild-hybrid Hurricane engine.
If anything, the Grand Cherokee 4xe plugin hybrid available now is a more accurate
representation of where the nameplate is going.
Improving Grand Cherokee On-Road Prowess
This is also the best-riding and best-handling
Grand Cherokee ever. We were initially excited
at the prospect of the fifth-generation using the
Giorgio platform that underpins the delightfulto-drive Alfa Romeo Stelvio and now the
Maserati Grecale crossovers. But Jeep engineers
reckoned that although Giorgio had a lot to offer
on paved roads, it would compromise the offroad ability a Jeep demanded. In the end, the
WL ended up on a new platform designed to
accommodate internal combustion engines,
plug-in hybrids, and pure EVs in the future. The
new platform retains Jeep off-road capability,
but Alfa engineers helped tune the SUV for a
livelier on-road experience.
We found that the SUV's suspension absorbs
uneven surfaces well—especially impressive
given that the Limited has steel springs while
higher trims have air suspension—with no more
than the expected amount of head toss and body
roll for a large SUV. (The previous-generation,
non-air-suspended Grand Cherokees could be
kind of a mess over undulating road surfaces, so
it's great to see such improvement in the standard
setup.) Steering is nicely weighted, although it
can feel like a lot of work on a winding road.
There is a nice array of drive modes—Auto,
Sport, Snow, and Sand/Mud.
The Grand Cherokee behaved predictably for
a big SUV, with noticeable brake dive during
hard stops, plenty of body roll, and understeer
at the handling limit, said tester Walton, who
also noted that convincing the transmission to
lend you a downshift requires stomping hard on
the gas. Halting the Jeep from 60 mph required
142 feet, the second-worst stopping distance in
a large field of SUVs tested. The substantially
heavier, all-electric Cadillac Lyriq electric SUV

was the only vehicle with a longer stopping
distance. Even the huge full-size Jeep Wagoneer
L and Jeep Grand Wagoneer L performed better
than the smaller and lighter Grand Cherokee.
For those keen on using active-safety tech to
lighten their mental load on a road trip, the
active lane management system offers three
degrees of steering assist, but this is an aid,
not a fully corrective lane-centering system.
Conversely, adaptive cruise control works well
and holds the set speed precisely down a long
and steep hill. Jeep also offers conventional
cruise control.
Step Inside the 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Despite its ground clearance, the Grand
Cherokee is not hard to get in and out of and
there are height-adjustable seatbelts, which
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many pricier vehicles lack, and which are a
critical feature for the short-statured.
Our five-passenger Limited came with a blackand-tan interior with lovely dark wood trim
underlined with chrome accents. It is filled with
a wide array of safety and comfort features,
including heating for the steering wheel as
well as the front and rear seats. The cabin is
comfortable and quiet, even at high speeds. We
like how the infotainment touchscreen cascades
down nicely from the top of the dash, and
Uconnect 5 is a great system. It's easy to use
with dedicated hard buttons, it connects easily
with devices, the graphics are crisp, and it is
feature-rich and customizable in a way that is
well-organized and intuitive.
There is an angled shelf for phones, with USB

and power outlets. Rear passengers have a folddown armrest with two cupholders. Their seats are
heated and there are four USB ports. The seats fold
flat and there is a large rear cargo area.
The 2022 Jeep Grand Cherokee Limited, even with
the entry-level V-6, should continue to be a popular
choice, offering a lot of metal for the money. There
is a Grand Cherokee for everybody, though. Whether
the V-8 or a hybrid strikes your fancy, or greater offroad prowess is in the cards, you can find a Grand
Cherokee that works amidst the wide spectrum of
trim levels, all of which take the Jeep's winning
formula and make it better.
-Motor Trend

SPORT

Wales beaten by De Bruyn-inspired Belgium
Kevin de Bruyne was at his masterful best
as Belgium withstood a spirited fightback
from Wales to leave them teetering on the
brink of relegation in the Nations League.
De Bruyne casually stroked in the opening
goal from the edge of the penalty area
and hit the post with another shot from a
similar distance before crossing for Michy
Batshuayi to tap in the home side's second.
Belgium's 2-0 half-time lead was no
reflection of their avalanche of chances,
and that advantage was cut in half when
Kieffer Moore headed in from Brennan
Johnson's beautifully flighted cross.
After Belgium had a penalty overturned
by the video assistant referee as replays
showed Joe Morrell had cleanly
dispossessed De Bruyne, Wales pushed
for an unlikely late equaliser but were
thwarted by a home side who could not
have envisaged such a nervy conclusion to
a game they seemed destined to win at a
canter.
With Poland losing at home to the
Netherlands, Wales must now beat Poland
in Cardiff on Sunday to keep their place in
the top flight of the Nations League.
Robert Lewandowski and company will
pose Robert Page's men with another stern
challenge and, while Poland may not be of
the same standard of this stellar Belgian
side, Wales will still be without numerous
first-team players due to injury.
The absence of the likes of Ben Davies,
Aaron Ramsey, Joe Allen and Harry
Wilson was keenly felt in Brussels, but a
brave second-half display offered enough
encouragement to suggest Wales belong at
this level.
'Bored' but brilliant De Bruyne inspires
Belgium

This was the ninth meeting between these
teams in 10 years and the fourth in the past
18 months; understandable, then, that De
Bruyne said beforehand he was "bored" of
facing these opponents.
The Manchester City midfielder was a
picture of cool indifference for his goal,
nonchalantly side-footing a first-time
shot with his left foot which deceived
Hennessey, who got a hand to the ball but
could not prevent it from nestling in the
bottom corner.
De Bruyne can be close to unstoppable
regardless of the opposition, so it only
exacerbated matters for Wales that they
were so charitable in possession and
slack in their closing down of the Belgian
maestro.
Matt Smith gave the ball away for the
opening goal, while Wales' defenders
were alarmingly standoffish when De
Bruyne lined up a 20-yard shot which
had Hennessey rendered motionless as it
cannoned off the post.
The Wales keeper had a busy first half
and, were it not for wayward Belgian
finishing with various other shots flying
wide, the visitors would have been facing
a hammering.
Depleted Wales fight back
As has often been the case in recent
matches, Wales were without several
influential players due to injury.
The absence of Davies, Ramsey, Allen and
Wilson amounted to 260 missing caps,
while captain Gareth Bale - a veteran of
106 appearances - was only on the bench.
It left Wales' starting line-up with 364
caps, 104 of which belonged to Hennessey,
whereas Belgium boasted 899.
That gulf in experience - and a wider

chasm in quality - was glaringly obvious
in a first half in which Wales' midfield
could not keep the ball or track opposition
runners and their defence was run ragged.
The visitors looked ripe for a thrashing as
they trailed at the break but, to their credit,
they started the second half with purpose
and shocked Belgium with a goal from
nothing.
Johnson was brilliant in creating it, running

at the hosts' hesitant defenders before
clipping a delightful floating cross to the
back post, where Moore towered above his
markers to head in.
The goal revitalised Wales, who posed an
increasing threat on the break with the pace
of Dan James and particularly Johnson,
who seemed to terrify his opponents at
times. Bale came on for the final half an
hour and, as the game entered its closing

stages, Wales poured forward desperately
with Neco Williams seeing a shot saved
by Thibaut Courtois and Chris Mepham
heading wide.
That late onslaught was to no avail, leaving
Wales needing to avenge their 2-1 defeat
by Poland in June when they meet again on
Sunday to avoid relegation to the second
tier of the Nations League.
-BBC

Presidents Cup: United States dominate
International team on day one at Quail Hollow
United States captain Davis Love III
insisted there was "still a long way to
go" after his team opened a 4-1 lead over
the International team on day one of the
Presidents Cup at Quail Hollow.
The US have won the past eight editions of
the Ryder Cup-style event against a team
comprised of players from the rest of the
world outside Europe.
A total of 15½ points are needed to win the
trophy.
"We're going to keep fighting," said
International captain Trevor Immelman.
"Nobody here expects us to win. We're
up against maybe the strongest American
team ever assembled on paper. We've got
our work cut out for us, but we'll keep
going until they ring the bell."
Both teams have lost players to the
controversial LIV Golf circuit. The
Americans are without Dustin Johnson,
who won all five of his matches in last
year's record-breaking Ryder Cup victory
over Europe at Whistling Straits.
But Immelman's side has arguably felt
the pain more with players such as
Open champion and world number three
Cameron Smith of Australia unable to play
and the team has eight debutants.
South African Immelman put two of his
more experienced players out first in the
alternate shot foursomes, but Australia's
Adam Scott and Japan's Hideki Matsuyama
were thumped 6&5 by Patrick Cantlay and
Xander Schauffele in a match that set the
tone for the day.
Jordan Spieth and Justin Thomas were
2&1 winners over South Korea's Sungjae
Im and Canada's Corey Conners, while
Cameron Young and Collin Morikawa
were victorious by the same margin over
South Korean pair Tom Kim and KH Lee.

A fourth point looked secure with world
number one Scottie Scheffler and Sam
Burns 2UP after 14 holes against Si Woo
Kim of South Korea and Australia's
Cameron Davis
However, Kim and Davis won the final
four holes to win 2UP.
In the final match, Tony Finau and Max
Homa parred the 18th to narrowly defeat
Mito Pereira of Chile and Taylor Pendrith
of Canada 1UP.
"We had some matches where we were
rolling and the guys played great, and then
some matches like this one with Tony and
Max that they ground it out," said Love III.
The US have won 11 of the previous 13
editions, with the International team
winning one, with one match tied.
Friday's format will switch to five fourballs
matches, with four fourball and four
foursomes matches to follow on Saturday
and 12 singles matches on Sunday.
-BBC

Nobody here
expects us to
win. We're up
against maybe
the strongest
American team ever
assembled
on paper.
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