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Do not forfeit your pin, bankcard
or your ID to micro-lenders
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of the financial system. It is the job of the
financial regulator to ensure that they are
treated fairly and are protected against
market abuse.
This is done through the enforcement of the
Micro-lending Act of 2018.
Muranda highlighted that the retention of
bank cards and PIN codes, and original
identification documents enable increased
market conduct abuse.
"The fact that lenders keep the bank cards
and PIN codes or original identification
documents does not necessarily imply they
will use these items for anything other than
collecting payments on their loans," she said.
However, consumers, on the other hand,
face a genuine risk of their cards being
used for different reasons, and the regulator
cannot wait until a loss occurs before taking
preventative actions.

Nghiinomenwa Erastus

It is illegal for micro lenders to confiscate
borrowers' documents such as bank cards,
PIN codes, and original identification
documents.
That particular action has been prohibited
since 1 March 2012 by the micro-lenders
regulator, Namibia Financial Institution
Supervisory Institutions (Namfisa).
This is a cautious reminder from Namfisa
to the public on micro-lenders illegally
retaining possession of bank cards and PIN
codes, original identification documents,
original passports, and original driver's
license of borrowers.
Namfisa consumer education manager
Victoria Muranda said the act protects micro
lending customers from exploitation.
She said the consumers of the financial
services are the most vulnerable members

The act
protects
micro
lending
customers
from
exploitation.
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ukwangali speaking parents say they
don't welcome the idea of multigrade teaching for learners in grades
1 and 2.
This comes as Erongo education director
has said they would combine grade 1 and 2
learners to be taught by one teacher in one
class at Seaside Primary School in Walvis
Bay.
Speaking on behalf of the parents on
Thursday, Paulus Sikongo said they have a
problem with combining the two grades for
that subject.
"We don't want them to be combined. If
they need a teacher for the language, why
don't they advertise a vacancy post?" he
questioned.
Sikongo said each grade should have its
teacher.
"If you are saying they are having a shortage
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of classes, we (parents) are willing to
volunteer for that so the children can be
taught separately," he said.
Furthermore, he claims that the school
wants to combine but refuses to increase the
number of learners enrolled in grade 2.
"They should allow them to go ahead and not
stop them."
Sikongo stressed that they want the subject
to flow as before.
"We don't want hiccups here and there."
He told The Villager that now the parents wait
the date when the learners will commence
with teaching and learning for this subject.
According to him, on Monday, some parents
wanted space for Rukwangali for their
children in Rukwangali and were rejected.
"In grade 2 for the language only has 18
learners, but there are parents who still come
to me to help them enroll their children for
grade 2."
Continued on P2
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Micro-lenders
According to the Micro-lending Act,
2018, a defaulter should be penalized with
a 5% default interest charge for up to three
months. They can be handed over to debt
collectors or lawyers.
Muranda cautioned that before handing
over the defaulting borrower, they must be
informed of the lender's intention 28 days
before the handover.
Though each lender has its method of
dealing with defaulters, the regulator
reminded that the provisions of the Microlending Act must be followed.
Muranda further advises that lenders
cannot require borrowers to sign
documents without an agreement between
the two on the loan terms.
Micro-lenders found guilty of contravening
the Micro-lending Act, which is to keep
or make use of bank cards or personal
information such as bank cards, PIN

Rukwangali
codes, original identification documents,
as security or for collection arrangement
purposes, is liable to pay penalties.
The penalties are calculated at 10% of the
annual value of loan disbursements in the
immediately preceding financial year.
Those operating illegal/unregistered loan
shops as defined by the act will be liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding N$500
000 or to imprisonment for a period not
exceeding five years, or to both such fine
such imprisonment.
Borrowers are encouraged to contact
Namfisa and report micro-lenders that
insist on keeping their bank card and PIN.
Email: erastus@thevillager.com.na

Sikongo added they are also offended by
the decision to remove the language for
grade 1 learners this year.
"And this is not starting this year. It started
last year when they wanted to remove it
for grade 1," said Sikongo.
Hence, he stated that they had requested
the ministry to look into the situation so
that it wouldn't have to repeat itself.
"Last year, our grade 1 learners started
only end of February. I had to run up and
down the whole of January last year to
fight for this."
As a result, he said, some parents started
removing the learners from Seaside to
other schools.
"I know of parents who took their children
to Rundu and Okahandja, and those few
parents who were patient waited until the
end of February," he expressed.

Boycott Letshego Over Forced
Vaccination Policy - Metcalfe

n
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Kelvin Chiringa,
Rudolf Iyambo

decision by Letshego to subject
its workers to forced Covid-19
vaccination has drawn outrage, with
prominent lawyer Richard Metcalfe calling
for the boycott of the company by its 73
000-client base.
Letshego has told its staff that anyone who
has not received a Covid-19 jab would not be
allowed on their premises by February 2022.
The communique has been received
with anger, with Metcalfe accusing the
management of playing God and stripping
people of their fundamental human rights as
contained in the constitution of the Republic
of Namibia.
“It is a pity that a foreign entity seeks to
impose its will on Namibians, when it is
here in the country lending out money
an exorbitant rate of 17.54% per annum
compared to commercial banks and where
Namibians are welcoming it. This same
entity now wants to enforce vaccinations on
employees.
“It must acknowledge that it will accept full
liability for any adverse health consequences
that may occur due to this forced vaccination.
You cannot force anybody to be vaccinated.
That is the law. If these corporates wish to
play God, then it is time that we start calling
for boycotts of those who seek to strip us of
our fundamental human rights as contained
in the constitution of the Republic of
Namibia.
“Letshego has a customer base of 73 000
Namibians, of whom some have substantial
deposits. Let’s see if we can withdraw all the
deposits from them and boycott them from
further business. They are not going to call

the shots. They will not prescribe us what to
do,” said the lawyer.
Unionist Mahongora Kavihuha has
expressed that Letshego was “becoming
undesirable,
ridiculous,
completely
irresponsible”.
He said there is no way anyone can force
people to vaccinate or victimize them if they
don’t do so.
“That is what we call forced labour, and
that cannot be condoned by any means, and
that also could amount to lockout, and for a
lockout, there are procedures to be followed,
because, by virtue of saying the employees
must do this or otherwise they will not enter,
it is a lockout first.
“Secondly, it is also could amount to contract
dismissal. And we cannot, as a labour
movement, allow those things to happen.
So, we are calling upon Letshego to reverse
that decision, and if they are not doing so,
we will talk to our union for them to act,”
he said.
Labour research expert Hebert Jauch has
said that the latest order from the company
will put its workers in a challenging position,
especially those who do not seek to be
vaccinated.
He said the order implies that they risk
losing their jobs.
“That has been coming for a while not only
at Letshego but generally. There was also a
debate, should forced-vaccination be taken,
given the low vaccination rate?
It’s a controversial issue because of very
different views on vaccination and a lot of
social media debate that indicated a huge
gap.
“Some people are highly sceptical of
vaccination. On the other hand, science
shows that if you are vaccinated, you are

protecting yourself and everyone around
you. I am not surprised that Letshego is now
one of the organizations that have taken the
step. Others will likely follow, and of course,
we also heard already that they might be
challenges against such decisions, and it
will be very interesting how the court will
voice up the question of individual rights, to
choose to take a vaccine or not,” he said.
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Boulter spent months in
a high-end Paramount
Hospital after the
shooting for treatment
on injuries to his hand.

He further said reports saying that they
want the subject introduced into the
curriculum are incorrect.
"We are not saying we want it to be
introduced into the curriculum. The
language is already in the curriculum for
Erongo schools since 2018."

Previously, education director Ernfriede
Stephanus had said they are not refusing
to take in learners for that subject.
Stephanus stated that the issues lie in the
population of Erongo and the number of
learners in Erongo.
During a meeting, Stephanus said they
discovered that they are experiencing
challenges in offering the subject for grade
1 learners.
"If already now in grade 1 we only had 11
learners, we started to look at whether we
have enough learners in the community.
So they see can continue the language in
the school," she said on Wednesday.
In this vein, she stated that they would
be left with no option but to combine the
two grades to form one class for a single
teacher.
The debates in this matter continue.

Without reliable statistics,
plans are just guesses - Hei

n

Nghiinomenwa Erastus

In his New Year message, the newly
appointed chairperson of the country
statistics agency, Salomo Hei, emphasized
the importance of good and timely statistics
for the country to enable informed decisions.
Currently, the country is however running
and planning using old social-economic
statistics.
Policymakers and all the latest government
documents are quoting the country's
unemployment rate of 2018 of 33,4% despite
three years past with the worst job sheddingyear of 2020 to 2021.
Despite the ministry of labour's quarterly
update of job losses, job losses are being
reported at the sectoral level, including last
week's report that the tourism-related sector
retrenched around 31 000 people last year.
Last year the government postponed the
national census citing that the funds were
shifted to other priorities. The Namibia
Statistics Agency (NSA) did not do its labour
force survey.
Much worse, the country's poverty statistics
are archaic, with most of the reports and
speeches using the 2013/14 data to represent
the poverty and inequality level of the
country.
Another puzzling scenario that can be solved
by timely and reliable data is the primary
school enrolment fiasco that clouds the
education sector every calendar year.
Hei explained that statistics is increasingly
shaping decisions, interactions, and progress
in his statement.
While "good and timely statistics enable
us to make better, more informed choices
about the things that matter most in our
society, economy and livelihoods," said the

economist.
He added that all Namibians must have
access to statistics they can trust.
Hei also updated the nation that the national
census that got postponed last will happen
this year in August.
He said NSA has begun preparations for the
2021 Census and strengthened their position
as the functional leaders of the national
statistical system.
The National Planning Commission made
available the budget appropriation needed
to execute what is termed the largest ever
census in the country following the mapping
exercise, which was done last year.
The chairperson also highlighted that
they have been busy developing a
transformational new strategy that puts the
agency on course to deliver a professional
service around institutional reform, which is
ambitious, inclusive, and sustainable over the
past few months.
He explained that the new strategic plan is
a mechanism for identifying opportunities,
driving progress, and delivering work of
influence and impact.
At the centre of the new strategic plan is a
commitment to ensuring NSA work has a
positive impact on the lives of Namibians
now and into the future.
The new strategic plan will be launched at
the end of March 2022.
Hei said the statistics agency is wellpositioned to play a key role in how the
country tackles the challenges and embraces
the opportunities presented by the changing
world we find ourselves in.
The chairperson also extended his gratitude
to the development partners and the private
sector that came onboard with donations to
support the rolling out of the census. Email:
erastus@thevillager.com.na
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Swapo Trio Nabbed Over
Corruption at Okahandja
n

T

Kelvin Chiringa

hree former councillors of the Okahandja municipality management
committee are now set to appear in
court after being arrested and charged for
corruption by the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) this Thursday.
The three have been identified by the Prosecutor General as Gideon Uwu-Khaeb,
Helmi Maruru and Hileni Iita and have
been charged under the Anti-Corruption
Act for contravening section 43 (1) read
with sections 32, 43 (2), 43 (3), 46, 49 and
51 of the ACC act 2003 (act number 8).
According to their charges, the three had
appointed Pellesa Nundo for the strategic
executive position: finance and asset management, when he had performed poorly
during the interview process.
Nunda is said to have been outperformed
by Elifas Amunyela, who ended up not
getting the job, against the recommendation of the interview panel.
The trio has thus been accused of directly

I felt that I was victimized. I almost gave
up even. I thought everything went cold.
If this is the latest direction, to be honest, I
am now looking forward to what the council is going to do in that regard," he said.
Amunyela said he would consult his lawyer on the way forward on whether he will
sue the municipality.
The source has also said that the arrested
trio "jumped all the panellist recommendations and appointed the third candidate, Mr
Pessella Nunda, who was a finance manager of Otavi town council."
"Mr Nunda's father is well known as big a
supporter of Swapo, and it's alleged that it
might influence the management committee to take his son. As far as we understand,
Mr Elifas, with his lawyer, is suing the
Okahandja Municipality for the unfairness,
corruption, favouritism and traumatizing
he went through to the tune of N$5million
N$10 million. Mr Elifas is a resident of
Okahandja, and he owns a house in Okahandja where the wife and kids stay".

and corruptly using their office or positions for the gratification of Nunda in the
appointment for the position.
The penalty is either a fine not exceeding
N$500 000 or imprisonment to a period
not exceeding 25 years or both such fine
and a jail term.
"I Thought the Case had Gone Cold"
A high placed source has also told The
Villager that in July 2021, the ACC approached the Okahandja Municipality requesting the minutes and all the supporting
documents for that position.
"The ACC also called all former Councillors and the CEO, Madam Mutilifa, for
questionnaires/ Summons, which all they
did. Mr Elifas was tipped off about what
happened; therefore, he informed the ACC
through his lawyer.
In the meantime, Elifas had expressed
delight at the arrests when The Villager
spoke to him over the phone.
"This is ideal because you see, there has
been an ongoing case, and at some point,
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Annakleta Haikera

hicle when the local police arrived on the
scene to intervene.
They appeared before the Kahenge magistrate on Tuesday this week. Two received
bail, and the other five are still behind bars.
Kasivi village, where the incident happened, is about 50km from Rundu in Kavango West.
The ordeal started after Haure was accused
of bewitching her granddaughter, who died
last year.
"Just because my granddaughter is dead, it
doesn't make me a witch. The word 'witch'
is a powerful thing. You cannot call me a
witch. What proof do they have that I am a
witch? They hurt me, and I opened a case
of defamation of character, malicious damage to property and arson," she said.
Two acclaimed prophets in the area were
later arrested, taking the tally of detained
suspects to eight. The two prophets allegedly went to Kasivi village and incited
locals into accusing Haure of being a witch
and the cause of their troubles.
"There was a prophet or so-called man of
God at this village, and when he came, one
of those that caused the attack on me was
told he is a witch. That Sunday when the
seven of them came, I was with my grandson and daughter at the cuca shop, and I
saw how they approached me in anger,"
Haure recalled.
"They started shouting, saying all those
bad words. I told them I was not a witch. I

noticed that these people were very angry
and wanted to do something to me. I told
my grandson to call the police. He called
the police, and the response from the police was fast. They came fast from Bunya."
She said that when the police arrived at the
scene, they attempted to explain the situation, but the suspects shouted and told her

to be quiet and that the police will not help
her.
"As I was speaking to the police, a lot of
chaos started. I saw that my cuca shop
(thatch hut) was on fire, and I was left
puzzled, not knowing what to do. All my
things that were there went up in flames."
"The same people who burned my cuca
shop started throwing stones at the police
car, worsening the situation. I ran away
from them to save myself. As you can see,
the cuca shop was badly burned. I thank

God no one was inside the cuca shop, or
else it could be another crime committed
by people who want to be famous with no
reason."
In July last year, the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) passed a
resolution on eliminating harmful practices related to accusations of witchcraft and
ritual attacks.
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aurencia Sindimba Haure (63) was
left emotionally and financially hurt
after seven people at Kasivi village
in Kavango West accused her of being a
witch and burned her cuca shop, which she
brews traditional brew for locals and depends on for her income.
Sikongo Daniel Hamutenya, Sindimba
Teresia, Mpepo Andreas Matamu, Kamina Frans Kasera, Siremo Joseph Siyengo
Mukuve Joseph have since been arrested
on charges of malicious damage, arson,
malicious damage to state property and
defamation of character.
"I am an old lady. I do not know why people think if you are old, you are a witch.
Our mindsets need to change. These people caused me a lot of harm, emotionally
and physically. I know that everyone is
talking about what happened to me, but I
want these suspects to learn to respect others and not cause harm to people. I wish
they could remain in jail," Haure told The
Villager.
Among those arrested include a teacher
from Kasivi Combined School, Kamina
Frans Kasera. Kasera is believed to have
been at the forefront of witchcraft issues
alleged to have been happening at the same
school.
The suspects allegedly set fire on Haure's
cuca shop and threw stones at a police ve-
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Cumulative confirmed cases 				
136 921
Newly confirmed 					
970
Total Re-infections 					
646
New Re-infections 					88
Recoveries 						
126 314
Recovery rate 						
92%
Active cases 						
7 132
Cumulative COVID-19 vaccine 1st doses 			
396 439
Cumulative COVID-19 vaccine 2nd doses 			
234 797
Cumulative COVID-19 vaccine completed			
334 704
COVID-19 Deaths 					
3 280
COVID-19 Related Deaths 				
301
Total Deaths 						
3 581
Total samples tested 					
830 762
Active contacts						
2 188
Cumulative number of people quarantined 		
83 838
Number of quarantined people discharged 		
83 303
Number of people in quarantines 				
535
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In Defence of the President

n

T

Prof Joseph Diescho

hanks to The Villager's Big Lips for
his truthful assessment of President
Geingob's litany of annual governance
themes and declarations, all of which produce
zero positive and plentiful negative results
hitherto.
In what appears to the astute observer of events
in the last seven years to have been like a
game of subterfuge, Hage Gottfried Geingob
is consistent with his inability to connect what
he says to what he does. He genuinely does not
and cannot see anything wrong when what he
says on countless platforms has no relation to
what he does before or after. He has absolutely
no sense of what people are experiencing in the
country on his watch. Like any narcissist, he is
too preoccupied with what is good for him and
not the country. His interests come before those
of the country, and when people point out what
they do not like, he feels attacked and hated
because ihapopi Oshiwambo, ndele ohatakuma.
As a classic narcissist, he sees himself as the
victim of any criticism or questioning and that
it is other people's problem not to see him as
the greatest of leaders. This is what he has
been trying to correct with the endless annual
themes that have taken the country backwards
instead of forward. This year with the socalled Reimaging, Geingob wants to photoshop
himself in history and bamboozle the nation
with propaganda images, most probably under
the rubric of HPP3. In his head, the image that
the country and the world have of him is the
problem here, not what he does or does not do,
and woe unto those who dare to remind him of
what he said. Before getting to the particular
annual themes driving the nation crazy over the
past seven years, here is a brief description of
the pattern of inconsistencies President Geingob
should be known for 1. Remember when he
said in broad daylight that he did not think that
Sacky Shanghala and Bernard Esau were guilty,
but seconds after that, he was irritated with the
young journalist who asked him if he said that.
Angrily he yelled: 'I didn't say that I didn't say
that!' And he was right. He did not say what
he just said. In his mind, the journalist had an
agenda to hurt him by remembering what she
heard. Period.
2. Remember, he still talks of the biggest
scandal in Namibia as the so-called Fishrot. He
believes it is made up by envious politicians,
probably remnants of Team Swapo that are hellbent on discrediting him. He does not believe
anything went wrong when people siphoned
national resources to bankroll his campaign to
become President. He believes he is entitled
to such resources because of who he is. Only
the hungry ones and failed politicians see
corruption in Namibia. Geingob truly does not

get it, and it is not his fault that he is obtuse. 3.
Remember his anger with the unsinging Central
Committee, 'You either sing or you don't sing,
or go to hell!'--and for him, the results are just
the same—a deep leadership encouragement
to build a better Swapo. 4. Remember earlier,
his argument that the Commonwealth practice
of calling ministerial accounting officers
Permanent Secretaries had to be changed by
calling them Executive Directors to stop them
from thinking they were permanent.
5. Remember how Geingob dismantled what
Swapo had planned earlier with the so-called
zebra style of leadership in the party, such that
if he were to follow what was planned, the Vice
President and the Deputy Prime Minister would
be of the other gender from the President and
Prime Minister, respectively.
6. Remember how in his commissioned 2004
PhD thesis, he attacked the Founding President
for creating a dictatorial environment like
Mobutu of Zaire and Kamuzu Banda of Malawi.
Guess what, Geingob killed the Swapo culture
of interparty democracy totally in less than
three years. Swapo is now About singing Hage
egumbo lyoye or to hell you go!
7. Remember the smoke and mirror about asking
MPs for their CVs so that he would appoint the
most competent people to the cabinet! How
come we ended up with what we have now?
8. Remember in September 2016, while in
Washington trying to woo investors, he told
Voice of America that his biggest political
influence is Fidel Castro. He either lied or did
not know Castro for the leader of the Revolution
and Cuban state he was. Three things. Castro
overthrew a regime and put his stamp on the
history of Cuba and revolutions the world
over. Second, Castro never succumbed to
the temptation of material accumulation and
personal fame, which cannot be said about
Geingob, who would order a bed from China
to be different from other Namibians. Third,
Castro would never change the country's laws
to force the government to pay his wife a salary.
Such political behaviour would be treasonous
for Castro. Castro died without a single building
or street named after him because he was the
revolution he led was about the people, not
himself. In the same interview, he told the world
that he travels every day in two cars not to drive
people off the streets. Has anyone seen him
without a line-up of black cars, an ambulance
and scooter bikes? 9. Remember what he did in
Nairobi when he praised the warring parties in
Kenya for their serious commitment to national
reconciliation and cooperation to govern their
country? This is the same man who has been
refusing to meet with opposition parties in his
own country for more than five years. This is
the same man who has written certain people off
as non-citizens for holding different views. Yes,

while he preaches holding hands and dialogue
ad nauseam! 10. Remember the AR leadership's
promises about servicing land and banishing
shanty towns around the capital, eradicating
poverty, and a war against corruption, and, and,
and…but the results are there for all to see-Almost Zero! Let us go deeper and remember
that on 10 April 2021, there was a dialogue of
the deaf regarding 'socialism with Namibian
characteristics. Real scholars are still scratching
their heads about what that was all about! It
is an offshoot of totally unintelligent thinking
that Namibia as a country can have a socialist
economy with nothing from which to start: No
real production to speak of, no buying power,
no leadership with a strong ideology born out
of dialectical materialism and contestation with
the means of production. A Swapo conferencegoer heard of 'Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics,' which makes perfect sense
given their size and history of China's search for
superpower status globally. That is an ideology
and a Chinese mindset powered by a culturally
planned and reasoned National Plan over 50
years old. When President Geingob mooted
the idea in one of his SPEECHES, many of
us thought he was serious or understood what
he was talking about. So, at this Socialism
workshop at the Swapo School, he was
introduced as the keynote speaker to unpack
the subject for the nation that was expectant to
hear the leader inspire the party rank and file
specifically and the nation to start behaving as
socialists. Attendees took their notebooks and
pens out to write something to take home and
even share later with others. What they got from
the uninformed and ill-prepared President was
a disastrous mambo-Jambo, voorroo-voorroo
speech, neither here nor there. Running his
mouth, as usual, he exhibited that he had no
cooking clue about socialism as a historically
contextual ideology, not to mention the place
and the leadership role that could shape it. The
presidential advisers unforgivably exposed
the President—to come so totally unprepared
politically, intellectually, logically, and morally.
The assignment was way 'bo sy vuurmaakplek'
(above his capabilities). In utter frustration, he
ended up picking a chicken fight with Kwame
Nkrumah and Thomas Sankara, forgetting
that those men were master theoreticians
who understood where the circumstances of
their societies deeply, knew where they were
at existentially, made proper class analyses
and could synthesize what they had to do to
transform their societies. Both Nkrumah and
Sankara that Geingob picked a quarrel with
were men of great conviction, deep love for their
people and advanced emotional intelligence.
In defence of Geingob, he has none of these.
Neither Nkrumah nor Sankara bragged about
being rich from insider trading and money
laundering like it is the tale of Geingob. Both
Nkrumah and Sankara were highly moral men
who did everything for their country and not for
themselves and crooked friends. Their wives
never got paid by the government, as that would
be antithetical to the ideology of self-reliance
and self-sacrifice they were fostering, and as if
that is not enough, they both died poor. Yet their
ideologies live on even today and continue to
inspire their countries and all Afrikans across the
globe. Geingob does not know that leadership
is about ethics. About loving the people. About
empathy. About influencing people to be better,
not meaner, and crueller to fellow citizens like
he instils in his public service. Leadership is
about integrity. What is known as integrity is
something our President cannot be accused of.
We are at fault to accept he does not have it.
Let us understand and appreciate the President
we elected with extraordinary excitement
and enthusiasm in 2014. What fools we were!
My defence of the President is as follows: 1.
Geingob's first year, 2015, was promised to be
the Year of Planning. They say if you fail to plan,
you plan to fail. Namibia is where she is today,
the Geingob administration notwithstanding.
There was no planning of the business and

activities of the state. Instead, the planning
was about and around one individual, his wellbeing, his family, and those who carry his water
and medicaments for his self-medication. No
one can show what the plans were developed
with the State House shopping list christened
the Harambee Prosperity Plan (HPP), which
should have been the Hage Personal Program
(HPP), by which the arbitrarily appointed
advisors were talking back to their appointing
master rather than planning the economy as
such. HPP did more harm to the economy than
good. First, it killed Vision 2030, into which
so much investment went since the days of
the Founding President. It frustrated the work
of the National Planning Commission with its
shopping list of National Development Plans
(NDP) that are hardly spoken about in the Hage
era. The arrival of the ATeam coterie of advisors
relegated the real cabinet of ministers to a B-or
C-Team, forgetting that it is cabinet ministers of
state who took an oath to uphold and protect the
Constitution and faithfully execute the laws of
the Republic.
Advisors have none of these but have only
to please the President. When the HPP was
announced, the National Planning Commission
as the engine of national planning also read
about it in the press. Still, they are the ones who
do the practical planning as they continue to play
yo-yo with the national economy without legal
accountability. Has anybody else wondered
why the President does not have an education
advisor, which is the pillar of any national
identity? Therefore, we cannot expect actual
results when the state is run by people who
owe allegiance to other than the state and the
Namibian people. In defence of the President, it
is not his fault that we are where we are.
The man does not know that there is something
wrong here and does not care about planning
for the country. On the contrary, he is consistent
with his understanding of state matters and the
focus on himself. The nation has not heard or
seen any national strategy around which to
coalesce as a nation. What a pity considering
the Namibians' willingness to work together. 2.
2016 was the Year of Implementation. True, how
do you implement if there was no game plan?
It is impossible to go through the HPP laundry
list and check out what was done or not done.
One must listen to advisors who, in all fairness,
are advised by the President when they meet
him. They are preoccupied with the fear that
speaking out of tune might cost them their jobs,
with official darkened black Mercs' windows
(just like ministers) and official drivers. That
was the plan, and we should leave it alone. Plus,
the President implemented the declaration of
his assets which he keeps talking about in each
state address. The government implemented the
demise of public trust in the state exceptionally
well. We saw appointed government officials
riding rough shots on citizens' rights and dignity
and the disappearance of the rule of law. And the
implementation of state salaries for the First lady
and the spouse of the Vice President continued
something not seen in other democracies. We do
not know which other spouses and children the
taxpayer is paying for due to a constitutional
amendment pushed by the new President.
In all fairness, all constitutional amendments
that Geingob pushed when he ascended to the
State House are self-serving and have nothing
to do with improving public service or reducing
the government bureaucracy. To his defence, it
is consistent with his notion of an ideal
government: a public sector that is increasingly
monstrous, and cult-like, less competent,
monetized,
weaponized,
and
patently
unmeritorious so that he reigns as the real
Grootman with a bigger appetite for anything/
everything than anyone else. Like Donald
Trump, the President is a narcissist who thinks
of himself before anybody or anything else. 3.
Then came 2017 as the Year of Rededication.
No one knew what to rededicate to. Big Lips is
right in saying that rededication means that

Continued on P8

The Villager

6

The Villager

7

President
there was a dedication before. Before a
rededication is promulgated, there is no reminder
of what is dedicated to before a rededication. It
is like asking two people to reconcile before they
were married in the first place. In the absence of
great national plans or successes in the past years
that the nation was aware of and would be proud
of, what was there to rededicate to? In his
defence, he is right to ask the nation to rededicate
to the (HPP) wish list, which stays the same
despite its ageing and rusting. What he called for
was a rededication to himself. I swear you will
hear in the next SONA a regurgitation of the
same old same old, namely the declaration of his
family assets, the airport tender that was
cancelled, the increase of the old pension grant,
the plucking from nowhere young females as
trophy additions to his echo chamber and who
add nothing whatsoever to the performance of
the public sector. To his defence, it makes him
feel good when he travels with them as a show of
commitment to youth development. It is an insult
to the youth, as the African Union Peer Review
Mechanism has indicted Namibia. 4. 2018, as
promised to is the Year of Reckoning. That is
probably Namlish of the highest order, as there
was no reckoning by anyone to anyone. What we
saw was Harambee self-praise all the way. Yes,
this was when the phenomenon of Fishrot looting
and self-enrichment reached a breaking point.
Ironically, this was when the Fishrot teams went
on a looting spree like there was no tomorrow
and one side of the Swapo leadership got fatter
like kraal worms. 5. Year Five, 2019, was the
year of accountability. It was never who was to
account to whom about what. Interesting enough,
the voters saw little accounting on the
government's side for looting, mismanagement,
malfeasance, and corruption. For the voters, this
was the year of real reckoning. They spoke
against the unfettered powers of the President of
the party and the protection of his enablers.
Voters understood accountability and reckoning
differently from what the President and his
nodding advisors thought. The electors put him
and the party he was leading in their place—and
transformed Swapo into a rural party. The
President can dance and gyrate all he can get
around what winning means, but when you are
reduced from 87 to 56 and the party to under its
habitual two-thirds majority, it is as good as

losing. Most intriguing is that Namibians in
Namibia's diplomatic missions worldwide
expressed a vote of no confidence in Geingob as
their appointing officer by giving their votes to a
newcomer, Panduleni Itula, who got 601 votes
over Geingob's 574 for President in 2019. That
most certainly says something not only to
Namibians but to the world! 6. Oddly, 2020 was
billed as the Year of Introspection. Do not ask
me what that meant, because it meant absolutely
nothing, zero, nil, zilch, niks, kapena, nichts,
kwato, mbadiko, Hakuna, nada, xu tama-i, sepe,
kapena tjina tjiri! For the President and his blind
and deaf tour guides, it means the 'mea culpa
mea culpa' we heard you but never saying what
they heard if, in fact, they heard anything. He
repeatedly said that as government, they listened
to and heard the cries and calls of the sovereigns!
To put it bluntly, They Did Hear Nothing! If a
pilot announces in the middle of the flight that
they are studying the pilot's manual and his flight
license, there is a serious problem: the flight is
ill-fated. Such a pilot would be lucky to be given
a flight to manage ever again. He would be either
foolhardy or lacking in trust of the travellers if
he suddenly comes up with a new idea of
reimaging or rebranding the aeroplane with him
in the cockpit so that travellers can speak about
flying on favourable terms. This is what
Namibians are being asked for with the theme of
Reimaging. Badlala ngathi (we are being played
with) is the Nguni language way to put it. 7.
Then, for 2021, the President ran out of real
themes, and some advisors with a limited English
vocabulary came up with the Year of Resilience.
This was in Covid times, and the President did
not attend a significant conference from which to
return with some half-clever ideas. As the
political elite was wallowing in its notion of
resilience, the country lost so many lives.
Despite so many lives lost and so much goodwill
from international donors, the leadership could
find the political will to serve the nation with
love and empathy during its introspection and
resilience. The government still needs to explain
why Namibians must pay for Covid tests, which
should be mandatory in the middle of the
pandemic. In the countries that provide the
vaccines, testing is more crucial and is free as
part of the healthcare system. How do people
who cannot afford the tests become resilient? Is
this what came out of introspection,
accountability,
reckoning,
rededication,

implementation, and planning? 8. Now we are in
Theme 8, which is Reimaging. Yes, the image
needs to be cleaned and photoshopped. Again,
someone whispered to him to reimage due to an
exceptionally low vocabulary amongst the
imaginers around the President. Stuff is coming
up: More Covid related issues, more Fishrot
revelations, the politics of succession, his
increasing unpleasantness and uncontrolled
anger, Zambia's Hichilema Hakainde, who is
stealing the show as the new kid on the block
doing the right things for his people and shaming
ours, Swapo's Chinese built opulent head office
just next to decaying Katutura hospital, growing
debt issues, and yes Swapo disunity which is
likely to become uglier and more vulgar, and
who knows what else. We are likely to see more
commissions and missions to lure the world to
invest in the country. The President and his
advisors do not understand that investors go to
countries not because they are invited with fancy
exhibitions and displays, but where they can
grow their money and where their money can
sleep in peace at night. Where they see an overbloated government in a small population, they
see an unavoidable conflict between the state and
the citizens. Geingob can give all manners of
reports on how he tried the Europeans and
Americans and Arabs about investing in
Namibia. The climate of instability is there for
all to feel, and these investors have been bitten
before by fancy smoke and mirror investment
campaigns by badly governed countries. The
best way to invite investors is to govern better,
build an atmosphere that the citizens have
confidence in their government. Investors would
come to a country where decisions and
policymakers are seen to be competent not only
by citizens but by outsiders. When you have
appointed ambassadors promoting airconditioned
sand dunes in the country as the main attraction,
what are you saying they must come and do or
invest in? Then why do you send such envoys to
embarrass the country and hurt investment
opportunities? Furthermore, to marginalize an
established ministry of trade in favour of an
investment board competing with foreign
missions' good efforts in promoting the country
is a silly duplication and a sign of ignorance
about what the world pays attention to. For
example, there was great fanfare with the arrival
of the French car company Peugeot as the main

investor just three years ago. Yet, due to poor
planning, lack of coordination with domestic
players and without negotiations with SACU
partners, the Peugeot experience is a good
example of Namibia as an untrustworthy partner.
If Peugeot packs up and leaves, the message in
the international investor market will be difficult
to undo by however many investment missions
and campaigns Namibia as a small country can
undertake. To put it bluntly, 2022 is propaganda
to liven the corpse and burn incense around it to
make it smell better. In defence of the President,
he wants his increasingly unpleasant looks and
voice to need image-making. Those monsterlooking eyes that protrude menacingly above the
eyeglasses and his unpresidential and grotesque
lower lip that looks like it is about to secede
from the rest of the face need to be investigated.
And reimaged. I get that No one has asked to be
ugly. It is not about that, but the ugly and dark
heart Geingob has. But Geingob's wholly
unpleasant voice can be eased on the audience's
ear through voice training. It is not nice to listen
to the First Citizen screaming and howling. It is
uncalled for. Advisors, put the big fellow through
voice and diction training, please. Even his
English could be refined to be more presidential
and less pedestrian. In the spirit of patriotism, let
us give credit when and where it is due. Let us
also take credit away from those who do not
deserve it. President Geingob is one who got
more credit than he deserves. And he knows it.
Those around him know it and say so behind
their hands. I defend him by arguing that he is
more innocent than guilty. Geingob lacks all
forms of emotional intelligence to manage
people. He only has an anthill of administrative
experience with no intelligence to it. His
qualifications are the labour of others. He thinks
Namibia is dead. Namibians are dead and on
their way to hell already. He wants to save the
baby that he drowned. And those around him
must sing that song to be safe. Both Swapo and
Namibia are decomposing corpses. This is what
he wishes to reimage by embalming and
photoshop to make them look alive and well.
The difficulty, however, is in determining which
corpse needs the oil and scent more than or
before the other: Swapo as the ruling party or the
country - a country which Swapo has
metastasized over the last 31 years. Only the
President and his advisors know how to reimage
a decaying state, or so they think.

Covid-19 vaccine: Why are some
athletes so reluctant to get the jab?

n

Fernando Duarte

W

hile people around the globe
followed the decision by
Australian authorities to detain
world number one tennis player Novak
Djokovic over Covid-19 vaccination rules,
Thiago Monteiro simply carried on with this
training for the Australian Open.
Ranked number 89, the Brazilian could
not really risk being denied a place in the
tournament, mainly because he will earn
$100,000 in prize money just by showing up
to his first round match.
But it wasn't the strict vaccination policy
that led Monteiro to get his jabs ahead of the
competition.
"My decision to get vaccinated had nothing
to do with the Australian Open. It was a
matter of protecting myself and others,"
Monteiro tells the BBC.
High profile dissent
Like Monteiro, over 95% of the top 100
male tennis players and 80% of male players
overall have been double jabbed, according
to the men's ruling body, the Association of
Tennis Professionals (ATP).
But this is since the Australian Open
announced its mandatory vaccination
policy back in October 2021. Before that
announcement the proportion of male
vaccinated players was much lower at 65%.
The most recent figures issued by the
Women's Tennis Association (WTA) reveal
that over 80% of female players have been

double-vaccinated. As of 6 January 2022, the
uptake among the top 100 women players
was 85%.
Cases similar to Djokovic's have been
observed in other sports, including
basketball, golf and football.
But why are some elite athletes, some of the
world's most health-conscious people, so
reluctant to get the jab?
It is a question that Monteiro himself
struggles to answer.
While refusing to name colleagues who
were dragging their heels, he admits that it
is quite baffling to hear professional athletes
question scientific advice.
"I really don't know why this is happening,
but I suspect it is a consequence of all the
disinformation going around," he muses.
Dr Darren Briton, a sports psychologist at
Solent University, in the UK, says that the
first step to understand this hesitancy is to
examine how athletes tend to be much more
worried about their bodies than most of us.
"For athletes, their bodies are their most
precious commodity," Britton explains.
"Some of them are likely to be hesitant
towards taking a vaccine if they haven't been
provided with enough information of if they
have been misinformed."
"There were initial worries, for instance,
if the jab could affect their performance or
even show up in anti-doping tests," he adds.
Last year Djokovic said he was "opposed to
the vaccination".
Experts like Britton believe the situation

is amplified if a high-profile name like
Djokovic publicly question the vaccine.
A similar situation arose in the National
Football League (NFL) in the US. The NFL
said over 90% of its players are doublevaccinated but NFL star Aaron Rodgers,
controversially endorsed homeopathy as an
alternative form of immunisation against
Covid-19.
He was also accused of misleading the public
about being vaccinated.
And there appears to be vaccine hesitancy in
English football, with multiple games being
postponed due to Covid-19 outbreaks.
In the UK, a survey carried out by the
England's Football League, the ruling body
of the lower divisions, revealed in late
December that a quarter of players in its 72
professional teams "do not intend to get a
vaccine".
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In the Premier League, the top division in the
UK, 23% players were not double jabbed or
had taken the first dose.
'Athletes also susceptible to conspiracy
theories'
"We tend to think of athletes as superhumans, but they are as susceptible to wrong
information or conspiracy theories as any
of us," explains Dr Gavin Weedon, Senior
Lecturer in Sport, Health and the Body at
Nottingham Trent University.
Weedon, who is the coordinator of a new
programme of studies that will focus
specifically on vaccine hesitancy among
athletes, warns that they should not be
singled out in the immunisation debate.
"We would still have widespread vaccine
hesitancy in the world even if Novak
Djokovic had said nothing about it," he
observes.

But the expert agrees that high-profile
dissent against the vaccine is not helpful to
the authorities' efforts to drive up vaccination
rates.
"Whether it's his intention or not, Djokovic
became a poster boy for vaccine scepticism
because of his status and possibly because of
his expressions and views."
While vaccine mandates by health
authorities, sport bodies and even teams
have helped drive uptake among athletes,
Darren Britton warns that it is a solution that
can also hamper efforts to have athletes as
"ambassadors of the jab".
"The more you try to make something
mandatory, the more people will be likely to
resist it," says Britton.
"If you want athletes to set the example you
really need to try to educate them."
Not getting vaccinated was never an option
for Thiago Monteiro.
As well having a mum with fragile health, he
was shocked by the high number of Covidrelated deaths in his native Brazil (over
600,000).
But, without specifically naming Djokovic,
the Brazilian number one says players should
reflect about the repercussion of their actions.
"People can have their opinions about the
vaccine, even though it has been more than
proven that it saves lives."
"But I know that a lot of people around the
world are looking at us. If we really have the
power to influence them, let's make sure it's
in a good way." - BBC

BUSINESS

Foreign dealers with deep pockets fleece
unlicensed small-scale Kenyan miners

Our local
mining
business is
controlled
by cartels
that set
prices.
n

O

Anthony Kitimo

n January 3, the High Court
declined Rockland Kenya Ltd’s
request to stop the implementation
of a previous directive on export permits.
Rockland was referring to a September 7,
2017 directive that requires miners to seek
export permits from the Mining Cabinet
Secretary instead of the Director of Mines.
The company claimed that the minister was
frustrating its business operations and that
the delay in processing the export permit
was a violation of its rights under Article
40(2)(a) of the Constitution, which forbids
the enactment of any law that deprives a
person of property or interest.
In his ruling, High Court judge Anthony
Mrima said although the firm has an
arguable case, it did not demonstrate that
it had made an application for the export
permit to the Cabinet Secretary under the
disputed directive, and that the application
had been declined.
“The petitioner instead took a position that it
cannot make the application to the Cabinet
Secretary, but only to the director of mines
since that is what it understands the law
(Mining Act) to require,” said the judge.
But Rockwell’s application was a pointer to
a more worrying development among the
residents of Kwale and Taita Taveta counties,
which sit on the Mozambique belt and have
some of the richest mineral deposits in East
Africa.
Geological experts say the counties are
the main global source of tsavorite (green
garnet) and rubies. Both are in high demand
internationally.
Taita Taveta county is home to over 40 high
value gemstones, including sapphire, garnet,
tourmaline, tanzanite and quartz.
But it is only rich in name as dealers are
sucking the region dry of mining proceeds.
Market control
Trying to make ends meet, local miners sell
quality gems at throwaway prices to dealers
who control the market and set the prices.
“I struggle to get tourmaline and tanzanite
deep in the Tsavo National Park. But
because of my needs, I do not have time to
go to Nairobi to get a licence for export. So
I sell to the brokers,” said John Maghanga, a
miner at Kamtonga in Mwatate sub-county.
He added, “We sell tourmaline at about $200
per kilogramme but we know it fetches more
than $500.”

The locals say the requirement of the Kenyan
government for export licences increases the
cost of doing business and complicates the
business.
The locals sell the gems to foreign dealers
who cross over into Arusha in Tanzania,
which is the East Africa’s gemstones capital.
Kuranze, Mkuki, Kamtonga and Mwatate
towns are the areas where unlicensed dealers
operate.
At the heart of the underground trade are
dealers from Sri Lanka, Thailand and
Tanzania, who pose as tourists visiting the
Tsavo national parks.
In July 2021, a multi-agency team led by
the Kenya government raided Voi town and
arrested 23 Sri Lankans and deported them.
Some of their accomplices fled to Nairobi,
Mombasa and Taveta.
Alice Wawuda, a licenced small-scale miner
said the smugglers buy the gemstones from
locals, and once abroad, the precious stones
are polished and sold on the international
market with a falsified country of origin.
"Our local mining business is controlled by
cartels that set prices. The artisanal miners
are losing out on various opportunities
because of delayed issuance of the dealer's
licence," said Davis Tayo, an official from
the Africa Social Financing Centre.
According to Mr Tayo, the government
should issue licences to local dealers to lock
out cartels that have invaded the county.
Partnership
The Centre has partnered with Taita Taveta
Artisanal Miners Association to form the
Tsavorite Market and Auction Centre, to
help local small-scale and artisanal miners
access the market directly.
"Many miners have no idea how to access
international markets and don't know the
value of their stones. That is why they are
taken advantage of," he said.
The construction of the gemstone centre in
Voi town, which was completed in 2018,
gave hope to local miners who banked on
the centre to sell their processed stones.
"Once the facility is open, all foreigners will
be compelled to do business at the centre,"
said Edward Omitto, the centre manager,
adding that the facility will regulate the
price, and help the miners in marketing their
stones.
Last August, the Kenya Revenue Authority
(KRA) started implementing Regulation 18
of the Mining Act (Dealings in Minerals)
Regulations, 2017 after it was accused by

of failing to collect more than $14,000 from
27 registered mining firms in the 2018/2019
financial year.
The audit report indicated that some local
companies have been exporting huge
quantities of minerals without permits.
The report stated that the government only
pocketed $72,000 and $744,200 in mineral
export levy and mining royalties respectively
for the year under review – figures
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considered low seeing as the minerals have
been exported since 2016.
KRA Commissioner-General Githii Mburu
has since admitted that the government
has been losing revenue worth hundreds of
millions of shillings after it emerged that
some local companies have been exporting
huge quantities of minerals without permits.
– East African

BUSINESS

'Firefighting is not all
about saving cats in trees'
n

Lora Jones

Throughout the pandemic, working lives
have been upended. Job losses, homeschooling, overtime hours, or a nonexistent commute to the kitchen table - few
people have been unaffected.
It's clear these changes have led some to
rethink their career paths entirely. Almost
a quarter of 6,000 workers, surveyed
by recruitment firm Randstad UK, were
planning to change jobs in the next few
months.
A fresh job search might raise some big
questions: What do I enjoy? What do I
need to live comfortably? Is work working
for me?
This is the first article in a new series called
'At Work' about how different people find
purpose in their daily work.
One of them is firefighter, Elsie Emery.
How did you get into the job?
I applied when I was 17, and turned 18
during the recruitment process.
I always knew that I wanted to be in the
emergency services of some sort and was
lucky that for the first time in nine years,
the fire service was recruiting locally. So I
was very lucky with the timings.
You don't need any particular qualification,
but you have to pass online tests in Maths,
English, mechanical reasoning, situational
judgement and behavioural science before
you get to go to your fitness assessment.
Getting to Level 8.8 on a bleep test is
not a joke! You have to be able to swim
50 metres in 70 seconds too to prove
you're competent in water and you have
to maintain these fitness levels throughout
your career.
After that, you go to a practical assessment
day with five different tests where you
use all the different kit; simulate putting
a ladder back on a truck, climbing a
ladder, as well as doing things like taking
your equipment apart and putting it back
together - stuff you've never seen in your
life.
Then the interview and presentation came
at a later date and the whole process itself
takes about six to nine months.
When fire services recruit, there's an
inundation of people that want to go for
it. In my particular round there were about
3,000 people for 15 jobs, so they needed
to whittle it down. My parents were
absolutely ecstatic when they found out I
got the job.
College course: Complete Level 2, or
3, Diploma in Public Services, before
applying to the fire service, although this

is not essential.
Apprenticeship: You may be able to start
training on an operational firefighter
advanced apprenticeship. You'll need to be
employed by a fire service to do this.
Apply direct: You can apply to your local
fire service, each one sets its own entry
requirements.
Fire service training course or volunteering:
You can prepare for your application
by volunteering, or doing a Level 2
Certificate in Fire and Rescue Services in
the Community, which is usually run by
local services.
What does a typical day look like?
No day is the same. Every time you go
in there's something different or you can
easily get held up on a visit [to a business].
[Every shift] we do a handover from the
previous night or day shift, so we know
what we need to follow up on.
We do a lot of equipment checks on the
vehicles and our breathing apparatus, to
make sure they're operational-ready. All
our training needs to be maintained, so we
know what to do at an incident. We might
do a simulated rescue, or go out in the yard
and cut a car for collision training.
On top of that, we do a lot of physical
training. We've got a gym [at the] station

to keep our strength up and do circuits.
And we do a lot of community visits - go
out to vulnerable people in the community
to prevent fires through education, set
out evacuation plans, or, put up smoke
detectors for them and run through fire
safety stuff. We also do school visits so
the kids can sit in the truck and go out to
a lot of businesses too and do mini-audits
on them.
Obviously, you also respond to incidents
that come up. They can go on for a long
time, 24 hours even.
How do people react when you tell them
what you do?
It's weird, I dread telling people what I do.
I cringe a little bit.
The common reaction is: 'Oh wow!',
people are usually taken aback and aren't
necessarily expecting it because of a lack
of females in the role.
I remember once, pulling up to a
roundabout in the truck and the window
was down because it was a hot summer's
day. A guy in the van next to me wound
his down and shouted: "Oh my gosh, I've
never seen a woman one."
I do get comments, but they are mostly
positive - or they make me laugh.
What are the biggest misconceptions?
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It's not all about saving cats in trees!
People do assume that we're out every
hour of the day responding to incidents, or
we're having a cup of tea waiting for a call.
There has been very little time where I've
just sat around. And it's not as dramatic
as in the films either. If we have a spare
moment, we're doing business safety work,
or we're out in the community.
The push is on [fire] prevention now. So
the work we do in the community around
us probably makes up about 80% of our
time on-shift, but that's not really seen.
What are the hardest moments you face?
We do see unpleasant scenes and fatalities
- that is, without a doubt, the hardest part
of the job.
Day-to-day, it's odd but you almost want to
have an incident of some sort - not where
anyone's hurt - but because that's what you
joined to do. I joined to be there in the
moment and help people, whether that's
putting up a smoke alarm or helping shift
flood water from someone's house.
But when there are family members nearby
and you need to support them during an
incident - that is really challenging.
And for every hard moment, there are
good ones.
Coming back from a difficult incident,
we're always greeted within an hour by
a 'diffusing officer'. The truck from that
incident [then] comes 'off the run'.
The biscuits come out and we go around
the room and talk about what we saw, if
anything in particular stood out. It helps us
to piece together what we did as a team and
put it in neat, tidy piles in your brain before
you go to sleep - reducing the impact of
any post-traumatic shock disorder (PTSD)
because of that discussion.
We go through a lot together, so we have
a really strong bond. And now if I move
house I've got five blokes to help.
What would you change about the job?
The only thing I might say would be the
training. [I'd like to have] more adaptability
to train at different venues.
I think that's important because we can do
as many drills as we like in the back yard,
but having the chance to train in different
conditions would be beneficial.
But in the job itself? Absolutely nothing.
The team are basically my second family.

We do a lot
of physical
training. We've
got a gym
[at the] station.

We're kept busy and all the jobs we're
given are satisfying. We're constantly on
training courses, always learning about
things like blue light training, abseiling off
a building or floating down the River Dart.
I can't even say I think we need more time
off, because we get four days off a week!
Any unexpected quirks?
Usually the weirdest stories come from
people getting stuck in things.
We get called out to a lot of children getting
stuck in babies' swings. They might brag to
a friend saying they can still fit in there,
and we then get called in to cut them out.
There have been a few stories about bath
plug holes too... but I'll leave that to the
imagination! - BBC
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Seychelles:
S

ix of Seychelles' most prominent
citizens including the former First
Lady are facing charges in a corruption
scandal involving $50m (£37m) of missing
foreign aid which has delighted some
islanders but courted danger for others, as
Patrick Muirhead reports.
Derrick Labrosse, a 25-year-old fisherman,
mends his traps before placing them
carefully in his little fishing boat on the
holiday brochure shore of Anse à la Mouche.
His thick fingers deftly work the woven
bamboo structures, known as kazye. He
learned this traditional fishing method from
his father and grandfather who brought the
family's supper to the table before him and
which today supplies just enough rupees to
provide for his girlfriend and their six-yearold daughter.
But this morning, Mr Labrosse, like many
Seychellois, is pondering how he might have
benefitted from the missing money.
"The 50 million was a gift for the Seychellois
and we didn't get it," he says, sucking his
teeth, his dark eyes flashing with bitterness.
It is a head-turning sum that almost none of
the 100,000 people living on these tiny specs
of paradise in the western Indian Ocean can
truly imagine, less still earn in a lifetime, nor
even steal.
Yet, it is alleged, stolen it was.
Disappearing donation
The money was a gift to the tiny republic 20
years ago from the United Arab Emirates,

intended to help the struggling islands
overcome a foreign exchange shortage and
pay for basics: rice, flour, cooking oil.
The donation never landed. Instead,
according to the charge sheet at the Supreme
Court, it was siphoned off by a close ally
of former President Albert René, laundered
with help from others through a murky
privatisation of undervalued public assets,
and dispersed to bank accounts around the
globe.
The six accused have not officially
commented on the charges.
The six defendants
Mukesh Valabhji, businessman and former
economic advisor to President René
Laura Valabhji, his wife, a lawyer
Leslie Benoiton, former lieutenant colonel in
the armed forces, René's son
Lekha Nair, former government official in
the finance ministry
Maurice Loustau-Lalanne, former finance
minister and tourism minister
Sarah René, former first lady, widow of René
The fisherman though, like many others here,
is optimistic that the funds will be recovered.
He places his faith in the new government
of President Wavel Ramkalawan, whose
Linyon Demokratik Seselwa party won
power in elections 14 months ago, pledging
to stamp out the corruption that for many
had become synonymous with the 43-year
regime of René's party.
"I know that the government in power now

The island nation hunting
for a missing $50m

is very serious about ending corruption,"
Mr Labrosse says. "They only talked about
it before. But now they are catching people.
It's opened the eyes of the Seychellois. We all
want the money back."
President Ramkalawan, an Anglican priest,
was part of the underground opposition at
first. He spent 30 years literally beaten and
bloodied yet unbowed by one-party state
repression under René and his successor,
James Michel. He finally swept aside the
previous regime's last and most liberal
incarnation, led by Danny Faure in the
October 2020 elections.
The Covid pandemic greeted Mr
Ramkalawan's arrival in State House,
rapidly ravaging the archipelago's tourismdependent economy.
But the startling arrests in the $50m
corruption case of several high-profile
people - including the late President René's
widow - played well with a captive, Covidrestive population.
The discovery of a vast cache of military
weapons at the homes of two of the accused
has only added to the scandal.
In an interview with the BBC Mr
Ramkalawan asks: "Why were these
weapons being kept? I am not scared of a lot
of these things that I hear. But you have to
be careful."
The priest president is now anticipating
a bumper collection from the purged and
penitent in his congregation, a cash bonanza
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for his country like none before.
It is assumed that some of the missing
money is still in bank accounts and has been
accruing interest over the past 20 years.
"We hope the 50 million by now will have
produced hundreds of million and we are
hoping to get everything back," he says.
"This administration has zero tolerance for
corruption and we will try to return every
single cent back into government coffers
because the money was for the people
of Seychelles and this crime will not be
forgiven."
Secret location meeting
The task of finding the missing millions
and those who purloined it falls to May
de Silva, the country's Anti-Corruption
Commissioner. A management consultant,
a returnee to her homeland after education
and a career overseas, she meets me by
arrangement at a secret location, a suite of
deserted and sparsely-furnished offices in the
islands' capital, Victoria.
"I have to be very aware of the dangers
around. The government has put in place
arrangements to secure my personal safety,"
she says.
"The decisions we are making are affecting
people in senior positions. They've got very
strong standing, they have [a] good network,
not only in Seychelles but possibly overseas."
She has 55 corruption cases to consider,
including the missing $50m. But, with help
from British and EU investigators, she is

determined to clinch convictions and bring
the cash home.
"If you put your money in the bank we will
find it," she insists, "and if you didn't put
your money in the bank you will have to
explain where the money came from to buy
your houses and cars. We have come very
far in terms of digital information - there is
access."
In part, the mission is to reassure friendly
foreign donors but also to mollify the EU, the
IMF and World Bank - each with an interest
in bringing financial regulatory compliance
to a once-notoriously shady offshore tax
haven.
"We also need to send a strong message to
the African continent that we need to clean
up our act," President Ramkalawan says.
"As small as we are, we are leading by
example. Hopefully this will trickle down in
other parts of Africa and the resources of our
great continent will be put to good use," he
adds proudly.
Mr Labrosse, the fisherman, has high hopes
for the missing millions. For him, it is payback time.
"The money they recover can be used to
build better roads and more houses. We
can build a new hospital and schools," he
says before setting off with his traps, adding
hopefully, "and they can maybe give a little
bonus to everyone." - BBC

AFRICA

Nigerian NFT artist Osinachi: The work
created by using a word processor
n

Ijeoma Ndukwe

Man in a Pool III was sold as a nonfungible token by Christie's last October
Paints, brushes and a canvas are the tools
typically associated with visual art, but not
for Osinachi.
He has become one Africa's foremost
crypto-artists, using digital means to both
create and sell his work.
Sitting at his dining table in is comfortable
yet modest home in the Nigerian city of
Lagos, Osinachi flips open a laptop and
launches Microsoft Word. He stares at the
screen poised with his stylus pen.
"There's a lot you can do on Word," he
explains as he selects basic shapes in the
programme, distorting and playing with
their dimensions, filling them with vibrant
colour and drawing with flourishes of his
pen.
"What I've been doing over the years is
to push myself to get deeper into it and
see what I can achieve with this word
processing tool."
Although digital art emerged decades ago,
"crypto-art" is a phenomenon which has
materialised more recently.
The term was coined as the blockchain
technology used to buy and sell what are
called non-fungible tokens (NFTs), which
prove ownership, is the same as that used
for cryptocurrencies.
"Only one person can say: 'I own this
piece.' That is why digital art is valuable
now," Osinachi says.
Furthermore, artists can ensure they
receive a commission every time the work
is sold on - a significant benefit not enjoyed
in the traditional art world.
Last October, the 30 year old became the
first crypto-artist from Africa to have his
work sold by Christie's auction house in
Europe.
His series of five NFTs, Different Shades of
Water, first exhibited at the London edition
of the 1:54 African art fair was inspired by
the work of British artist David Hockney.
The images are a commentary on the
prioritisation of work over wellbeing,
according to Christie's, but they are also
stunning to stare at, wrapping the viewer
in a warm embrace.
"I think the first thing that draws them in
is the beauty of the work," Osinachi says,
reflecting on what makes his work popular.
"Then followed by whatever message I am
conveying through the work. And beyond
the message is the process. 'How did you
make this?' When they discover I use
Microsoft Word it's mind-blowing to a lot
of them."
Prince Jacon Osinachi Igwe, to give
his full name, was born and raised in
Nigeria's south-eastern industrial town
of Aba. When his father brought home a
computer when he was 15, Osinachi began
to experiment with creating digital images
using Microsoft Word.
As he developed his work and tried to sell
it through a traditional gallery he was met
by rejection. However, in 2017 he found
out he could sell NFTs using blockchain.
He recalls that in the early days, before the
idea of NFTs had taken off, limited edition
prints of his work would sell for as little
as $60. At the Christie's auction in October
his work went for more than $68,000.
In fact, using online marketplaces such as
SuperRare, OpenSea and Nifty Gateway,
Osinachi has sold NFTs for more but he
says the acknowledgment of his work
by the international auctioneer was
invaluable.
"For me it's a validation of NFTs," he says.
"Also, it's a big win for African digital
artists [to see] that an African artist is

actually doing this."
Isabel Millar, Associate Specialist of
Christie's Post-War and Contemporary Art
department, has observed how an initial
divide between digital art collectors and
traditional buyers is gradually fading.
"I think what's really interesting is that
there's now been this crossover," Millar
says.
The acceptance of Bitcoin as a means of
payment at the auction is further evidence
of this evolution.
Global attention was drawn to crypto-art
when last year Christie's sold a digital
collage by the little-known American artist
Michael Winkelman, known professionally
as Beeple, for $69m. It revealed the
demand for this way of trading art.
Millar notes how empowering the medium
is for artists, which could help African
artists get around the gatekeepers. "It
kind of bypasses a lot of the traditional art
world structures of galleries and fairs," she
explains.
However, this does not prevent such
platforms embracing this innovation.
Lagos-based Art X, West Africa's most
prominent international art fair, held
its first exhibition dedicated to NFTs in
November.
Multiple screens featuring vibrant digital
imagery were mounted on a jet black
wall within a sprawling marquee. It was
curated by Osinachi and featured 10 artists
from African countries including Nigeria,
Morocco and Senegal.
Art X founder Tokini Peterside says she
is excited about what she describes as an
"NFT revolution".
"We realised that this was a fantastic
way for… digital artists to monetise their
practice," she says.
Peterside cites the ascent of 21-year-old
digital artist, Anthony Azekwoh, also
based in Lagos.
The young talent made around $40,000
from his NFT art series, The Deathless
Collection, in 2021 with the NFT for The
Red Man selling for $25,419.
However, some cultural curators are
sceptical of the idea that the platform
democratises art and question the extent of
the medium's transparency.
"It feels as though there are a bunch
of [tech] bros fixing the prices," says
one gallery owner who asks to remain
unnamed, referring to the heavy
involvement of technology entrepreneurs
who traditionally patronise NFT art.
"Will [New York's] Museum of Modern Art
become less relevant? No. The established
institutions will remain important."
Crypto-art enthusiast Ade Adekola has
been a digital artist for more than 20 years
and has recently started to sell his work as
NFTs.
He shows me his latest works on
display at Gallery B57, his own space
located in Victoria Island, an upmarket
neighbourhood in Lagos. The artist
explains that although NFTs are an exciting
new opportunity, gatekeepers still exist.
"What makes you a winner in the NFT
space is not your ability to create,"
Adekola says. "It's your ability to sell, and
your ability to sell is based fundamentally
on your ability to communicate."
But that opportunity for African artists to
reach out to the rest of the world through
NFT art marketplaces does offer them a
chance to get a wider audience, according
to Osinachi.
"The middlemen tend to decide who gets
through and becomes a big artist. In the
NFT space, the artist can decide to go
and do their thing and make a name for
themselves and make money from their
work." - BBC
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Fact-checkers label YouTube a 'major
conduit of online disinformation'
F

Alistair Coleman
act-checking organisations around
the world say that YouTube is not
doing enough to prevent the spread
of misinformation on the platform.
Some 80 groups have signed a joint letter
to the Google-owned platform's chief
executive Susan Wojcicki.
The letter says it is "one of the major
conduits of online disinformation and
misinformation worldwide".
The organisations want YouTube to take
firmer action against anti-vaccine videos,
and election disinformation.
Among the signatories from Europe,
Africa, Asia, the Middle East, and the
Americas are UK charity Full Fact, and the
Washington Post's fact-checking team.
What does the letter say?
The open letter states that "livelihoods
have been ruined, and far too many people
have lost loved ones to disinformation".
It goes on to accuse YouTube of not making
enough effort to address the problem,
saying that it "is allowing its platform to
be weaponised by unscrupulous actors to
manipulate and exploit others".
The problem is made more complex
when the false content is not in English,
or originates from developing countries, it
says.
The letter lists worldwide examples
which have the potential to cause reallife harm, which went under the radar of
YouTube's content policies. It says these
are "insufficient" and not working.
n

The fact-checking groups have called for:
A commitment to meaningful transparency
about disinformation on the platform
More context and debunks rather than just
deleting videos
Action against repeat offenders
Increased effort to tackle misinformation
in languages other than English
YouTube
should
also
fix
its
recommendation algorithms to ensure it
"does not actively promote disinformation
to its users, or recommend content coming
from unreliable channels", the letter says.
YouTube spokesperson Elena Hernandez
told the Guardian the company was already
investing in ways "to connect people to
authoritative content, reduce the spread
of borderline misinformation, and remove
violative videos".
She added: "We're always looking for
meaningful ways to improve and will
continue to strengthen our work with the
fact-checking community."
Real-world harms
While the Covid-19 pandemic has seen
a surge in misinformation about the
virus and vaccines, YouTube and other
social media platforms like Facebook,
WhatsApp and Twitter have been plagued
with content promoting fake news and
conspiracy theories for years.
These include election fraud, hate speech,
conspiracy theories based around bogus
concepts such as the "new world order",
and the QAnon conspiracy. Critics say that
platforms haven't done enough to combat

disinformation, which has resulted in
injuries, death and the break-up of families.
Last year, a British man who died with
Covid-19 after refusing to be vaccinated,
made - according to his family - a "terrible
mistake" of being influenced by online
anti-vaccine content.
In 2020, Florida taxi driver Brian Lee
Hitchens lost his wife to Covid-19 after
they were influenced by Facebook content

that claimed the pandemic is a hoax.
YouTube announced last year that it would
remove all anti-vaccine misinformation
from its platform, and deleted videos posted
by Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro,
because they spread misinformation about
coronavirus.
Full Fact chief executive Will Moy told the
BBC he had urged YouTube to work with
independent fact-checkers to improve the
information ecosystem.

"Bad information ruins lives. Like other
fact-checkers around the world, Full Fact
has seen examples of harmful content on
YouTube," he said.
"YouTube, like other internet companies,
have up until now been allowed to mark
their own homework. It cannot be left to
internet companies to decide how to tackle
bad information or choose how transparent
to be about it." - BBC

Pokémon Go: Police fired for
chasing Snorlax instead of robbers

T

wo Los Angeles police officers
were fired for chasing Pokémon
rather than fleeing robbers, court
documents show.
The pair were parked nearby when a radio
call came in for officers to respond to a
shop robbery.
But a review of their in-car camera footage
showed they had been playing Pokémon
Go and chose to pursue a nearby Snorlax
- a relatively rare catch - instead of
providing back-up.
The pair denied playing the game but were
sacked after an investigation.
Virtual creatures
Details of the case emerged when the
most recent documents about their appeal
- which was dismissed - were spotted by
Axios.
After ignoring a radio call for back-up,
"for approximately the next 20 minutes,
[video]
captured
[the]
petitioners
discussing Pokémon as they drove to
different locations where the virtual
creatures apparently appeared on their
mobile phones", the documents say.
Louis Lozano and Eric Mitchell had been
on patrol when Macy's department store
was robbed, on 15 April 2017.
Another officer, Capt Davenport, who also
heard the call, could see the shop - and
another police car parked in a nearby alley,
the court documents show.
Those nearby officers did not respond to
the call, so Capt Davenport did so himself
- and saw the other police car reverse down
the alley and leave the area.
Why Pokémon Go makers are working
with Nintendo again

Happy birthday Pokemon: 25 years of
fandom
The two officers later told a sergeant who
had been trying to contact them to provide
back-up they had not heard the radio.
Snorlax is a fan favourite, appearing in
almost every game
But the in-car camera footage revealed
they had discussed the call and decided not
to respond.
Instead, five minutes later, they could be
heard talking about catching Pokémon.
"Officer Mitchell alerted Lozano that
'Snorlax... just popped up [at] 46th and
Leimert'", the documents say.
The pair then left in that direction to
embark on a 20-minute gaming session
and discussion.
They could be heard talking about the
successful capture of Snorlax and how
difficult the battle with Togetic - another
Pokémon - was.
"The guys are going to be so jealous,"
Officer Mitchell said.
'Extra patrol'
Both officers denied gaming on duty,
telling the investigating detective Officer
Mitchell had been reading aloud from a
text group of other players "bragging about
their scores".
"Det McClanahan determined [the]
petitioners were not being truthful," the
court documents say.
A subsequent board hearing into
misconduct found the pair guilty of:
failing to respond to a robbery call
making misleading statements
failing to respond to the radio when

contacted
playing Pokémon Go on duty
making
false
statements
under
investigation
The "petitioners admitted leaving their
foot-beat area in search of Snorlax but
they insisted they did so 'both' as part of
an 'extra patrol' and to 'chase this mythical
creature'," according to the court.
Their representatives had argued in-car
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recordings were not supposed to be used
to record private conversations and should
not have been used as evidence - but that
was denied.
The pair then went to court, where their
case was rejected.
The appeal court also rejected the case,
saying the two former officers' rights had
not been violated. - BBC

Both officers denied
gaming on duty, telling
the investigating
detective Officer.
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INTERNATIONAL

State win for Venezuela’s
opposition masks deeper problems

n

V

Chris Arsenault

enezuela’s opposition has won
an important symbolic battle
in securing the governorship in
Barinas State, but analysts say they are
still losing the broader political war with
government forces.
On the home turf of the oil-rich country’s
late leader, Hugo Chavez, opposition
candidate Sergio Garrido late on Sunday
defeated the governing socialist party’s
Jorge Arreaza, who served as Venezuela’s
vice president and foreign minister.
Venezuela holds the world’s largest
proven oil reserves but its economy lay
in ruins due to what critics have said is
mismanagement of the nation’s oil riches
under Chavez and his successor, current
President Nicholas Maduro.
Venezuela’s economy shrank by more
than 75 percent between 2014 and 2020,
according to the US government’s
congressional research service, “the single
largest economic collapse outside of war
in at least 45 years”. More than 5.9 million
people have fled the South American
nation in search of food and security,
creating the Western Hemisphere’s worst
refugee crisis, according to the United
Nations refugee agency.
Juan Guaido, an opposition politician,
considers himself the country’s legitimate
interim president and is recognised as such
by the United States, Canada, Colombia
and more than 50 other countries.
However, he holds minimal real authority
and Maduro’s government controls the
presidential palace, as well as the country’s
military and bureaucracy.
Despite the electoral symbolism, the
opposition win in Barinas, does nothing to
“effectively change the balance of power”,
said Kurt Weyland, a professor who studies
Venezuelan politics at the University of
Texas at Austin.
“The opposition are totally out of options,”
said Weyland, adding that for years,
through protests, negotiations with the
government and hoping outside powers
like the US would intervene on their
behalf, the opposition has worked to
dislodge Maduro without success.
“They are going in circles,” he told Al
Jazeera. “The opposition clearly has no

leverage and no strategy.”
Venezuela’s government, for its part,
blames the country’s problems on Western
sanctions and plots by the US and its allies
to undermine Maduro’s leadership.
Analysts said the worst of Venezuela’s
downward economic spiral is probably
behind it, but the carnage is widespread,
with more than 75 percent of the population
now living in extreme poverty, according
to a local study published in September.
Oil production, the country’s economic
lifeblood responsible for 99 percent of
export earnings, almost doubled during the
past year after hitting the lowest point in
decades in 2020.
Sanctions from the US and its allies
have also taken a toll on oil exports and
the industry generally, cutting access
to specialised parts and technology for
maintaining production. Venezuela’s oil
exports dropped 38 percent in 2020 after
the US government tightened sanctions,
hitting their lowest level in 77 years.
Racked by unprecedented inflation, the
local currency, the bolivar, has been
replaced in parts of the capital and other
cities by the US dollar. This has led to
fewer shortages of basic products and
some price stabilisation – for the small
group of Venezuelans with access to
foreign currency.
Government concession
Jorge Arreaza, the government candidate
in Barinas and former President Chavez’s
son-in-law, conceded in a Twitter post that
his party had lost before final results were
announced. “Prepare yourselves because
we are going to the counteroffensive: we
have not played our last hand yet,” Arreaza
said in a message to supporters.
Sunday’s vote was a rerun of the Barinas
governor’s race, after the initial election
was cancelled by a court last year with the
opposition in the lead.
But following elections in December, most
state and local governments are now in the
hands of Maduro’s supporters for the first
time in years. The opposition dismissed
those elections as shambolic, accusing the
government of leveraging state resources
to back its campaign and using violent
intimidation against its rivals.
A Canadian foreign ministry official
said those local elections, like past votes

in Venezuela, cannot be considered
democratic.
“The United Nations … has reported
cases of corruption, coordination and
direct support between non-state armed
groups and the Venezuelan state, including
its security forces,” Jason Kung, a
spokesperson for Global Affairs Canada,
told Al Jazeera via email, echoing concerns
from the US Department of State.
The European Union, however, said those
regional and local elections were held
under better conditions than previous
contests, despite a series of irregularities
and other problems.
The government rejects claims that
Venezuela is not democratic. If the
opposition can win the governorship in
Barinas, for example, it is hard to argue
Venezuela is a dictatorship, it says.
Caracas maintains close ties with Russia,
China, Turkey and Iran and other nations
who back Maduro.
Guaido’s popularity wanes
In addition to extending its dominance
in local government, Maduro supporters
now also control Venezuela’s National
Assembly, the last institution in the country
that had been in opposition hands.
Guaido’s movement also faces internal
divisions and waning interest from the
broader public after failing to overthrow
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Maduro in a major public push, analysts
said.
Orlando Viera-Blanco, who was appointed
by Guaido as Venezuela’s ambassador to
Canada, told Al Jazeera the opposition has
lost some steam in the past year. Many
Venezuelans are simply tired of violence
and deprivation, Viera-Blanco said, and
have stopped actively participating in
politics while they search for their next
meal.
“We have one-third of the population
facing starvation-level poverty,” VieraBlanco told Al Jazeera. “That has never
happened before in another country in
Latin America.”
Despite the conditions, Guaido’s personal
approval rating is roughly the same as
Maduro’s. Both have about 15 percent
popularity among average Venezuelans,
according to polling released by
Datanalisis in October.
“The Venezuelan population is tired of
political leaders on all sides,” said Antulio
Rosales, a political science professor at the
University of New Brunswick. Divisions
among different factions within the
opposition movement are strong, he told
Al Jazeera.
After declaring himself interim president
in 2019 and leveraging street protests and
foreign support to try to depose Maduro,

Guaido has delivered virtually nothing
in terms of concrete results, exacerbating
divisions within the opposition camp and
more interest in talks with the government.
“Maduro, Guaido, the Venezuelan
opposition, the regime needs to sit down
and negotiate,” Viera-Blanco told Al
Jazeera.
Norway-mediated talks between Maduro’s
government and the opposition took place
in August. The government suspended its
involvement in that process in November,
however, following the extradition of
politically connected businessman Alex
Saab from Cape Verde to the US over
accusations of money laundering.
A spokesperson for the US Department
of State told Al Jazeera that Washington
supports the resumption of negotiations.
Future talks, however, will happen
on Maduro’s timetable. And with
the economy showing some signs of
improvement and the opposition losing
steam, analysts said he has little incentive
to make concessions.
“While one can never exclude sudden
unexpected developments,” Weyland said,
“everything points towards continuity.” –
Al Jazeera

INTERNATIONAL

US pushing for tougher sanctions
on N Korea after missile tests
T

he United States is pushing the
UN Security Council to impose
more sanctions on North Korea
after Pyongyang carried out a series
of missile tests in defiance of United
Nations resolutions, US ambassador to the
UN, Linda Thomas-Greenfield, said on
Wednesday.
“The US is proposing UN sanctions
following North Korea’s six ballistic
missile launches since September
2021, each of which was in violation
of UN Security Council resolutions,”
Thomas-Greenfield said on Twitter, after
Washington blacklisted six North Koreans,
a Russian, and a Russian firm — accusing
them of procuring goods for the missile
programmes from Russia and China.
“Today’s designations convey our serious
concern about North Korea’s continued
ballistic missile launches and proliferation
activities,” she wrote in a separate tweet.
“We urge all @UN Member States to fully
implement their obligations under UNSC
resolutions.”
A US diplomat, speaking on condition of
anonymity, told the Reuters news agency
that Washington had proposed five of
those individuals also be subjected to a UN
travel ban and asset freeze. The move has
to be agreed by consensus by the Security
Council’s 15-member North Korea
sanctions committee, which includes
Russia and China.
“We continue to coordinate with partners
to prepare the additional three individuals
and entities designated by State for UN
nomination,” the diplomat said.

Pyongyang on Tuesday carried out its
second missile launch in less than a week,
with state media publishing photos of
leader Kim Jong Un supervising the test of
what it said was a hypersonic missile.
Such weapons are prized for their
manoeuvrability and ability to evade
traditional defences, and are also being
developed by the US, China and Russia.
North Korea first tested what it said was a
hypersonic weapon in September last year.

The UN first imposed sanctions on North
Korea in 2006 over its nuclear and ballistic
missile programmes, and the measures
have been progressively tightened over
the years to choke off funding for the illicit
programmes.
Denuclearisation talks have been stalled
since a summit in Hanoi between Kim and
then US President Donald Trump broke
down over Pyongyang’s demands for
sanctions relief.

Joe Biden, who took office a year ago, has
said he is willing to reopen discussions.
North Korea continued developing its
nuclear and ballistic missile programmes
during the first half of 2021 in violation
of UN sanctions and despite the country’s
worsening economic situation, UN
sanctions monitors reported in August. –
Al Jazeera

neighbourhood chanting “This is Turkey,
not Syria” and later attempting to attack
Syrians inside another shopping mall,
damaging the storefronts with stones and
other objects that were thrown.
Police in the southwestern city of Izmir
said at the end of December 2021 that they
launched an investigation into the deaths
of three Syrian workers in the city after a
Turkish man admitted killing them.
Three young Syrian construction workers
– Mamoun al-Nabhan (23), Ahmed al-Ali
(21) and Mohammed al-Bish (17) – died
after a fire broke out in the apartment
where they were sleeping on November
16.
Although police initially said the fire was
an accident caused by an electric heater,
refugee rights activists pressed them to
investigate after it emerged a Turkish man
had previously gone to police to say he
was going to kill the Syrians.
The following month, police detained the
Turkish suspect who confessed to setting
the Syrians on fire.
Turkey hosts more than four million
refugees, including more than three million
Syrians, whose presence has increasingly
come under public scrutiny with figures
across the political spectrum blaming them
for the country’s economic crisis.
A Turkish court struck down anti-refugee
measures by the mayor of Bolu, a city east
of Istanbul, that were widely criticised for
being openly racist.
Last year, mayor Tanju Ozcan, of the
opposition Republican People’s Party

(CHP), put in place a policy to charge
migrants and refugees in his city $2.5
per cubic metre for water, 11 times the
usual utility rate, and 100,000 Turkish lira
for marriage licences, describing them
as measures to force Syrians and other
migrants and refugees out.
Ozcan has since then faced a censure by
the CHP’s leadership, but similar attempts
by political leaders in Turkey to target
refugees have continued.
Earlier this month, police in Izmir said they
were opening an investigation into Umit
Ozdag, head of the right-wing opposition
Zafer Party, for “inciting public hatred”
and “violation of privacy”.
Ozdag, who has previously claimed Syrian
refugees are obese while Turks are living in
poverty, filmed himself visiting a jewellery
shop in Izmir, where he confronted the
owner – a Syrian with Turkish nationality
– and demanded to see his identification
documents and licence to carry weapons.
Later, Ozdag posted the interaction on
Twitter, saying the shop owner was a
danger to Turkey and claimed there were
“900,000” others like him in the country.
In another incident, dozens of Syrians,
including a prominent journalist, were
rounded up and faced deportation after Ilay
Aksoy, a member of the opposition IYI
Party, posted on social media complaining
about satirical videos by Syrians about the
Turkish economy.
After an online news outlet posted a video
of Turks telling a Syrian teenage woman

they could not afford to buy bananas while
the Syrians were eating them “by the kilo”,
some Syrians took to social media to mock
the false assertion, filming themselves
simply eating bananas.
“The information, given by the IYI Party,
or the CHP’s Bolu Mayor, or Umit Ozdag
and his Zafer Party, they all come together
and make the refugees into one of the
main problems in Turkey and some racist
organisations or people find that a reason
to attack refugees,” said Yildiz Onen, an
activist with Hepimiz Gocmeniz (We are
all immigrants), a refugee rights group in
Turkey.
“I don’t think these are individual
incidents, it is the political atmosphere in
Turkey in the last three or four months that

The move has
to be agreed by
consensus by the
Security Council’s
15-member North
Korea sanctions
committee, which
includes Russia
and China.

How killing of Syrian refugee
marks an alarming trend in Turkey
n

I

Umar Farooq

stanbul, Turkey – Turkish police
have detained eight suspects over the
stabbing and killing of a young Syrian
refugee in Istanbul on Monday.
Nail al-Naif, 19, was sleeping in his room
in Istanbul’s Bayrampasa district when a
group of men broke in about 2am, stabbing
him in the chest and inflicting wounds
from which he died later that night.
According to al-Naif’s friend who visited
the crime scene, the attackers, some of
them who were armed, entered the building
by claiming they were police.
Eight people, including five Turkish
nationals and three Afghans, were detained
as suspects by police in Bayrampasa,
according to Demiroren News Agency.
The killing is the latest in what refugee
rights activists say is an alarming trend of
violence against refugees in the country.
On Tuesday, an 18-year-old Syrian man
was stabbed as he walked in a park in the
southeastern city of Diyarbakir.
On January 9, a large mob attacked a
shopping mall used by Syrians in the
working-class Istanbul neighbourhood of
Esenyurt, an incident local news reports
say was sparked after a Syrian man
declined to give a cigarette to a Turkish
man.
Seven people, including four minors, were
detained after the incident, according to
the Istanbul governor’s office.
Videos posted on social media showed
hundreds of people marching through the
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has created these incidents.”
Onen added that she was most worried that
the incidents did not seem to get sustained
attention from authorities or Turkish media
despite what should have been a familiar
anti-immigrant issue for Turks, given the
pressure millions of Turkish migrants have
faced in Germany in the past.
“When it happens against Turkish people
in Germany, there are big demonstrations,
political party leaders and the government
say things about it, and they go out after
the people who are responsible,” she said.
“In Turkey, meanwhile, you can see
hundreds of people [in the mob] in
Esenyurt, but only seven people are
arrested.” – Al Jazeera

MOTORING

2022 Mercedes-AMG
SL-Class First Drive:
Bigger, Better, Luxuriouser
n

T

Frank Markus

he AMG gang in Affalterbach
desperately wants you to know a few
things about the 2022 Mercedes-AMG
SL-Class. One, they designed it. From scratch
and with little help from the Benz mothership.
Two, it barely shares a screw or rivet with the
AMG GT Roadster they also designed. Three,
despite the new SL having grown a pair of
vestigial back seats and adding a few inches in
length, it promises to be the sportiest SL roadster
since the racing-derived 300SL from 1957. And
four, thanks to miracles of modern science, this
new R232 SL also promises to deliver comfort
on par with—if not exceeding—that of its
Mercedes-developed R231 predecessor.
Three months of engineering roundtable Zoom
calls and even a low-speed ridealong event have
sufficiently satisfied us on the first two points;
it's the last two that we've been itching to verify.
At long last we had the opportunity to flog
both the SL55 and SL63 variants on a variety
of highways and twisting roads. So, has AMG
managed to channel the speed-record-setting,
Mille Miglia-winning verve of the original
W196 while making the car even more cosseting
and comfy than the outgoing roadsters?
Mercedes-AMG SL Performance In A Straight
Line
The 2022 Mercedes-AMG SL63 will
undoubtedly go down in our record books as
the quickest SL we've tested. Mercedes claims
this 577-hp, 590-lb-ft beast will dash from 0
to 60 mph in just 3.5 seconds, thanks in large
part to newly standard all-wheel-drive traction
that guarantees none of those ponies or poundfeet gets squandered generating tire smoke or
brake heat from traction-control intervention.
Converting those estimates to account for
MotorTrend launch-control test conditions and
a 1-foot rollout will probably boil that number
down to something much closer to 3.0 seconds
flat. (The last two SL models we tested each
beat Mercedes' conservative estimates by
exactly half a second.) The SL55, running the
exact same engine but with smaller turbos and
slightly less aggressive tuning produces "just"
469 horsepower and 517 lb-ft. The AMG team
reckons it'll give up three-tenths to the SL63.
For some perspective, that performance should
rank the SL models somewhere about even with
the Porsche 911 Carrera 4S and GTS cabriolets,
which is to say, ahead of the BMW M850i
xDrive cab (3.9 seconds to 60 mph) and way
out in front Lexus LC500 (4.7 seconds) in the
bucks-up 2+2 cabrio set.
Trust us, if you never drive an SL63, that SL55
will seem like it has more than enough power.
However, we might counsel those prepared to
settle for the SL55 to consider opting for its
AMG Dynamic Plus package, which brings
with it a Race mode. We don't typically prefer
Race modes because they usually disable all
the stability controls, increasing amateurs' risk
considerably. This one does not.

What it mostly does, in addition to heightening
all the car's responses, is switch to a perfectly
linear throttle response map. There's more
gain earlier in the pedal travel in the Sport and
Sport+ modes, which may make the car seem
more eager and powerful, but at some cost to
the predictability serious drivers prefer. The
computer programming in Sport+ and Race
modes devotes a bit of extra fuel to generating
delightful pops and snorts on overrun. That
feature is fun, but this mode also tends to
deliver some harsher downshifts when slowing,
which can feel like grabbing brakes (this never
happened in Comfort mode).
We only got the SL63 up to triple-digit
speeds briefly, but with the optional AMG
Aerodynamics package, an air dam in front of
the engine lowers 1.6 inches at speeds above 50
mph to help induce a venturi effect that helps
suck the car down to the ground and reduce
front-axle lift.
SL-Class Handling Behavior
These are heavy cars, pushing two-and-aquarter tons. But AMG Active Ride Control,
which connects opposite corners of the car
hydraulically to limit body roll (as on various
McLaren cars and now Rivian trucks), truly
makes them feel as agile as cars weighing a halfton less. This is another feature that's standard
on the SL63, and available to help make your
SL55 cost almost as much as a 63.
Clicking the steering-wheel-mounted drive mode
selector clockwise relaxes the stability nannies
somewhat, making the cars progressively more
neutral in their handling demeanor, but there's
no "drift mode," no option to bar torque from
reaching the front axle. (That's right—unlike the
AMG GT family, the SLs are all-wheel drive.)
And hence, even an aggressive drive up Mount
Palomar on a cool morning with slightly dewy
road surface, we never once sensed Race mode
allowing the tail to run wide. More than a little
credit here is due the Michelin Pilot Sport 4S
tires—265/40 front, 295/35 rear on the standard
20-inch rims, or 275/35 front and 305/30 on the
optional 21s we mostly ran.
The carbon-composite brakes deserve honorable
mention for being equally adept at shedding
heroic speeds upon approach to a tighteningradius corner—corner after corner—as they
are at executing a limousine stop in town. Both
models share this standard six-piston front,
single-piston rear brake system.
Steering feel changes as you switch modes, and
we generally found the comfort mode to be a
bit too light. The other modes don't heighten the
driver's feel for the road, per se, but the firmer
helm feels better. We were blissfully unaware
of the four-wheel steering (standard on both
models) doing its thing, except when executing
exceptionally tight U-turns.
The California roads between Newport Beach
and Palm Springs are relatively smooth, but
we aimed for the bumpiest patches we could
find and were impressed by the suspension
compliance afforded in Comfort mode. The
Sport and Race modes firm things up noticeably

enough that we took the time to program the
Individual mode with everything set to its raciest
option and the suspension set to Comfort. This
was our Goldilocks "just right" setting, but we
also appreciated that individual characteristics
(steering, ride, exhaust noise, etc.) can be easily
adjusted on the fly using the round selector and
twin toggle switches at the lower left side of
the wheel, just opposite the main mode-selector
switch. The super-rigid multi-material structure
never seemed to twist or jiggle in response to
bumps.
What's The Mercedes-AMG SL-Class Like To
Live With?
Mostly wonderful. The cabin seems as quiet
with the soft top up as the previous model did
with its folding hard top raised. The Z-fold
fabric roof lowers in 15 seconds at the touch of
a button, and a switch allows all four windows
to be lowered simultaneously. Happily, the sun
visors swivel out, unlike on some convertibles.
Raise the windows and pull up the mesh-screen
wind blocker that covers the rear "seat" to keep
the cabin remarkably calm and quiet even at
highway speeds. In cooler weather, switch on the
Airscarf neck-warmer to extend the top-down
season (the cockpit isn't long enough to need the
E-Class convertible's Air Cap windshield header
air-management screen).
The center info screen adjusts between 12 and 32
degrees to prevent sun from reflecting directly
into the driver's eyes, though the buttons for
adjusting this (and for raising and lowering the
top) can be hard to see when that glare prompts
you to fix the screen. We're also not completely
sold on a lot of the capacitive switchgear in use
here. The mirror switch, for example, didn't
seem to respond as expected. We have yet to
experience capacitive switches we love.
As with all new Mercedes products, the alldigital instrument cluster can be set to display
any of several different themes and tons of
information, the most pertinent of which is
redundantly shown on the head-up display
(standard on 63, optional on 55). Track Pace
screens will help folks monitor and improve
their performance on their car country club
track, and the additional stowage space behind
the front seats and in the trunk should make the
new SL much more useful as a daily driver.
We reckon the new car is comfortable enough
to retain the SL faithful and sporty enough to
pull some customers out of 911s, the BMW 8
Series, and Lexus LCs. Of those, the BMW's
nearly 5 inches of added wheelbase gives it a
slightly more usable rear seat (the SL's is only
rated for passengers shorter than 5 feet tall). A
lighter Porsche will always feel nimbler, and
the Lexus design may turn more heads, but this
Mercedes-AMG enjoys nearly seven decades of
heritage, and this R232 pays legitimate homage
to its very best SL progenitors.
When And How Much?
The 2022 Mercedes-AMG SL-Class will go
on sale in the second quarter of 2022. – Motor
Trend
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Novak Djokovic:
Why world number
one is such a
polarising player
n

N

Sonia Oxley

ovak Djokovic often has to cup his ear
to encourage a crowd to cheer for him.
He has won a record-equalling 20
men's Grand Slam titles and is a world number
one with jaw-dropping athleticism - but he is
also one of his sport's most polarising figures.
The 34-year-old Serb is waiting for his latest
controversy to play out after having his visa
revoked in Melbourne when he arrived to
defend his Australian Open title.
After Djokovic spent the weekend in a
government detention hotel, the judge hearing
his challenge dramatically overturned the
decision, but Immigration Minister Alex Hawke
could still cancel his visa.
Whether or not that happens, the events of the
past week have made him an even more divisive
player.
Just how has a boy who sheltered during the
Nato bombing of Belgrade in 1999 become a
player who has struggled to warm the hearts of
so many?
'You cannot make people love you'
When Djokovic faced Roger Federer in the
2019 Wimbledon final, an epic encounter was
marred by booing of the Serb.
His misses were clapped and he was jeered
in a partisan atmosphere more likely found at
football stadiums than on Centre Court.
Djokovic saved match points and went on to
win a classic final, with pundits urging fans to
show more respect to a great player.
It is hard to know exactly why they did not yes, the hugely popular Federer has a fanbase
like no other, but Djokovic is also one of the
sport's greats.
"You cannot make people love you and that's
been the situation a little bit," his former coach
Boris Becker told BBC Radio 5 Live Breakfast.
"He's a fine young sportsman with the right
attitude and the right character, he just has a
different view on life. He has a different view
how he eats, how he drinks, how he sleeps.
That's where you can't criticise him. Maybe
that's the reason he's so successful, but he's not
for everybody - I get it."
Does his way of celebrating wind people up? He
does an extravagant gesture to the four corners
of the court in gratitude - does that grate when
you have been booing?
Or is it past on-court behaviour? He has
repeatedly been accused by players of
exaggerating injuries, including at last year's
Australian Open when Taylor Fritz said the
Serb would have retired from their match if his
abdomen problem was "really, really bad".
Back in 2008, Andy Roddick poked fun at
Djokovic by suggesting that among the many
ailments bothering the Serb at the US Open
might be bird flu, anthrax and SARS.
Or is it his flashes of anger on court? The most
infamous of those ended with a default from the
2020 US Open when he accidentally hit a ball
at a line judge.
His rants at umpires and ball kids over the
years have also contrasted with the calmer
demeanours of his nearest rivals Federer and
Nadal, and the word "arrogant" is never far from
the lips of his critics.
It may be a mixture of all of it, but it is also

worth considering what has happened off the
court too.
'Good intentions' or 'selfish'?
Djokovic drew much criticism early in the
pandemic when he was among several players
who tested positive for Covid-19 at his Adria
Tour event, where players did not have to social
distance and were seen hugging at the net.
While lockdown rules in Croatia had relaxed at
this point, there was still no vaccine. Britain's
Dan Evans said it was "a poor example to set"
and Australian Nick Kyrgios described it as a
"bone-headed decision" to play.
Djokovic later apologised, saying it had been
"too soon" to hold the event but that the move
had been driven by "a pure heart" and "good
intentions".
He again provoked frustration a year ago when
he asked Australian Open tournament director
Craig Tiley to relax quarantine rules, including
suggestions such as reducing isolation periods
and having players in quarantine moved to
private houses with tennis courts.
Again, Djokovic pointed to "good intentions"
and said his letter had been "misconstrued as
being selfish, difficult and ungrateful".
Good intentions are the principle behind his
Novak Djokovic Foundation, which builds preschools and supports teacher training in Serbia
to give "children from impoverished areas the
chance to learn and play in a safe, creative and
nurturing environment", and is inspired by his
war-torn childhood.
His country is at the heart of his motivation,
having put playing for his national team
alongside Grand Slams as his most important
sporting aims, and he also loves handing out
racquets to young fans in the crowd.
Djokovic fans - and you only need to be at a
Serbia Davis Cup tie to know there are a lot
of them and they are very vocal - celebrate the
fact he has achieved huge success in an era
where two other greats have also been playing
- Federer and Nadal.
A highly spiritual person who practises yoga
and meditation and follows a plant-based diet,
Djokovic once put a revival in form down
to a five-day mountain trek with his wife that
resulted in back-to-back Grand Slam titles.
Nicknamed 'The Joker' early in his career when
he used to do humorous impersonations of his
fellow players, he is also desperate to be liked.
Djokovic has never had the level of support
enjoyed by Swiss great Federer and Spain's
Nadal, especially at Grand Slams, and
particularly at the US Open where it has
sometimes been hostile.
While he has often brushed off the boos, he
could not hide the tears at last year's US Open
final when he said that even though he had
lost the match he was "the happiest man alive"
because of the love he felt from the crowd.
Serbian journalist Sasa Ozmo told BBC Radio 5
Live Breakfast there had been "unfair treatment"
of Djokovic over the years, and that he "often
made mistakes that gave ammo to the criticism".
"But sometimes the things he has done that are
very positive just don't get mentioned often
enough," he said.
'Novax' Djokovic
What love he may have gained in New York
has evaporated in Australia, when many locals
were infuriated that Djokovic, who has said he

is opposed to vaccination against Covid-19,
had been granted medical exemption by two
independent medical panels organised by Tennis
Australia and Victoria state.
Australians have had to endure some of the
world's strictest restrictions - many still cannot
travel between states or internationally - and
viewed the situation as him being given special
treatment.
Djokovic was held in Melbourne Airport
for several hours before border officials
announced he had not met entry rules relating
to the exemption, and his Australian Open
participation remains out of his hands.
The 'will he, won't he be in Australia' debate
had dominated pre-season and while many have
questioned his opposition to vaccination, the
way in which he announced that he was on his
way has been seen arguably as damaging.
Posting on social media to say he had been
granted a medical exemption without giving
the reasons has left fans, locals, politicians and
fellow players wanting answers.
If he can bid for a record-extending 10th
Australian Open and record 21st men's Grand
Slam title, he will most likely be booed by home
fans who have dubbed him 'Novax', and cheered
by those who waved signs of support outside the
hotel where he was held.
And if he can't, he is still likely to be cupping
that ear again at his next event. -BBC

He's a
fine young
sportsman
with the right
attitude and the
right character,
he just has a
different view
on life. He has
a different view
how he eats,
how he drinks,
how he sleeps.
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Lea Campos: The Brazilian who battled
prejudice & patriarchy to become a referee

n

C

Fernando Duarte

ampos was one of the first female
referees in football - she had to
fight for the right to work
In 1971 Brazil, most people would think
long and hard before going anywhere near
General Emilio Garrastazu Medici. The
country's then-president was a fearsome
figure whose brutally repressive military
rule relied on systematic torture and
the assassination of dissenters. But Lea
Campos was about to go and see him.
Campos believed Medici could help in
her power struggle with Brazil's sporting
authorities - led by the all-powerful Joao
Havelange, who would soon become
president of world football governing body
Fifa.
Four years earlier, Campos had qualified as
a referee. She was one of the first women
in the world to do so but the CBD, the
authority that ruled over all sport in Brazil,
refused to let her work.
The South American country was one of
many where organised women's football
was banned - England was another. As a
matter of fact, legislation passed in 1941
excluded women in Brazil from a series of
sports. Havelange, who had presided over
the CBD since 1958, believed that the ban
also applied for refereeing. According to
Campos, he made his views quite clear.
It was not the first time Campos found
herself battling for a break into the sport
she loved.
Born in 1945 in Abaete, a small town
in the south-eastern Brazilin state of
Minas Gerais, Campos became interested
in football at an early age and fondly
remembers kicking improvised bundles
made of socks. She faced discouragement
from all sides.
Her mother and father nudged her into
beauty pageants instead. She would
routinely win the contests and, ironically
enough, one of her triumphs, in 1966,
ended up helping her land a job in public
relations with top flight side Cruzeiro.
Campos travelled with the team all over the
country, her interest in football rekindled.
And then it dawned on her. Maybe there
was a way for her to get more involved in
the game after all.
"If I tried to play, it would have been
impossible to get support for the cause, as
it was actually illegal for women to do it at
that time," she says.
In 1967, Campos enrolled on an eight-

month refereeing course and passed in
August. But she may not have been the first
woman in the world to do so - identifying
football's first female referee is harder than
first appears.
In 2018 it was reported that Fifa had
recognised a Turkish woman, Drahsan
Arda, as the first, in a letter sent to her.
Arda received her referee's licence in
November 1967, taking charge of her first
match in June 1968. She sent supporting
documentation to Fifa and received a
reply, which Fifa says was misinterpreted;
it simply recognised she was one of
football's first female referees.
Another candidate has recently been
brought to its attention - Ingrid Holmgren,
a Swedish woman who is believed to have
qualified in 1966. Then there is Edith
Klinger, an Austrian thought to have
worked as a referee in 1935.
Fifa does not feel able to say with certainty
who was the first but it acknowledges the
importance of researching this and is keen
to help investigate further.
What can be said definitively is that
Campos was one of the first. But qualifying
from her course was just the start of a long
battle with the patriarchy of the CBD. After
she finished her studies they refused to
give her a licence, claiming the legislation
that banned female footballers in Brazil
also banned female officials.
What followed were years spent pleading
her case with the CBD and Havelange. She
sought to raise awareness by organising
friendly matches where she could officiate,
some involving women players, which
were often broken up by police. In times
of severe repression in Brazil such 'dissent'
wasn't taken lightly; Campos claims she
was arrested "at least 15 times".
But in 1971 she received a letter that gave
her extra energy to fight her cause: an
invitation to participate in the unofficial
Women's World Cup in Mexico. She
did not want to let the chance pass, but
needed to get past Havelange, until then an
unmovable obstacle.
The only way was to resort to a superior
power. For a second time, Campos' beauty
pageant past came to her aid.
One of the many beauty contests Campos
had won was 'Army Queen' for the Minas
Gerais region. She pleaded with a local
commander to help her secure an audience
with President Medici, who was soon to
visit the state capital, Belo Horizonte.
She was granted three minutes. She told
him she needed him to overrule Havelange.

Campos duly flew to Brasilia and was
received by Medici for lunch. To her
astonishment, he delivered her a letter
requesting Havelange grant her refereeing
licence. The general also made a surprise
revelation: she had fans in the president's
inner circle.
Perhaps that was the reason behind Medici
agreeing to pull rank on Havelange. Either
way, not even the larger-than-life future
Fifa president would dare question his
orders. In July 1971 Havelange called a
press conference and said that following
"a change of heart" Campos would now be
allowed to work as a referee.
Campos adds: "He even made a speech
to the press saying he was honoured to
announce that Brazil would have the
world's first female referee and that it was
happening on his watch."
A few weeks later, she travelled to Mexico
but unfortunately fell ill with the effects of
altitude in Mexico City and was not fit to
referee. When she got back home she was
finally clear to do her work, but having a
licence did not protect her from prejudice.
Most of the 98 games Campos officiated
were lower division matches, all over
Brazil, in which the presence of a female
of referee was sold as some kind of exotic
attraction.
Intimidation and sexism were a constant
presence in her work - newspapers printed
several cartoons of dubious taste. One of
them suggested players would be aroused
by a female referee.
She recalls an under-23 fixture between
bitter state rivals Cruzeiro and Atletico
Mineiro in 1972.
On the whole, Campos says, she wasn't
treated any differently than a male referee.
She was also happy. But then came a
horrible, life-changing accident.
In 1974, Campos was traveling on a bus
that ploughed into the back of a lorry.
She suffered horrific injuries to her left
leg, which barely escaped amputation. To
add some bitter irony to the accident, the
bus she was traveling on belonged to a
company owned by the Havelange family.
Campos underwent more than 100 surgeries
and spent two years in a wheelchair. Part
of her treatment took place in New York,
where she met Luis Eduardo Medina, a
Colombian sportswriter whom she would
marry in the 1990s, moving to the United
States.
In America, she reinvented her life as a
confectioner and found particular success
among the Brazilian expat community in
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the New York and New Jersey area. In
later years, her health deteriorated, and
she had two heart attacks. But her most
difficult time came in May 2020, when the
Covid-19 pandemic struck: her husband
Luis lost his job and the couple had severe
financial difficulties. At one point, they had
to live in a friend's house as they'd become
homeless.
It was then that a crowdfunding campaign
among Brazilian referees raised enough
money for Campos and her husband to
rent an apartment in New Jersey. They are
weathering the storm for now.
She also speaks with pride when
considering how women referees are
gaining ground in the game. She "punched
the air" when French referee Stephanie
Frappart became the first woman to
officiate a men's Champions League match
in 2020.
She also feels Frappart's landmark was
long overdue. Women referees may have
come a long way since the 1970s, but
Campos still believes there is a lot of
prejudice around. - BBC

What can be
said definitively is
that Campos was
one of the first.
But qualifying
from her course
was just the
start of a long
battle with the
patriarchy of the
CBD.

