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The City of 
Windhoek 
(CoW) has 

splashed N$1.5 million 
on upgrading recreational 
facilities over the past five 
years. 

Figures at hand show 
that the city fathers have 
been spending about 
N$300 000 every year in 
the past five consecutive 
years. The city now has 37 
playgrounds in the capital.

The CoW is also set 
to develop about 62 more 
parks in future, Corporate 
Communications’ Manager 
Joshua Amukugo informed 
The Villager this week. 

“As only a limited 
number of facilities can 
be developed or upgraded 
each year, the prioritisation 
of sites is important, not to 
be taken lightly. 

Record is being kept 
of public requests for 
playgrounds. Record is 
also kept of the demand for 

CoW splashes N$1.5m on 
recreational facilities
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reserved sites by private 
developers, as they view 
many sites as unused land 
and ‘wasteland’, ripe for 
development and profit. 

Although these facts 
are considered, at this 
stage the main criterion 
for prioritising a site for 
development is the scarcity 
of a playground within a 
suburb. 

The distribution of the 
current playgrounds is 
fairly even throughout the 
city.

However, with so many 
sites still to be developed, 
there are many children 
who live nowhere near a 
playground. Only funding 
and time can remedy this,” 
Amukugo stated.

He said over the past 
few years, the City’s 
public open spaces have 
come under threat due to 
the pressure exerted on 
officials to provide land, 
especially for residential 

and business developments. 
Open spaces were 

designed for a reason: 
to provide areas for 
leisure and recreation; 
for public activities such 
as gatherings; to provide 
attractive green belts 
through the suburbs; to 

act as drainage channels; 
to contain underground 
services; to act as figurative 
‘lungs’ for the City, and 
to remind everyone of 
the beauty of this country 
cherished for its scenery.

“The City is dedicated 
to the ideal set out in 

the policy that a park 
facility be within a one-
kilometre reach of every 
resident of the city. The 
public demand for parks, 
especially sports fields and 
playgrounds, is extremely 
high, though some suburbs 
just do not contain suitable 

erven for such. This leads 
the City to hold onto other 
sites desperately, as erven 
can never be replaced, once 
sold off,” Amukugo noted.

He stressed that money 
used for repairs could have 
been used for other equally 
essential services, adding 
that when city repairs are 
done, a week thereafter, 
the equipment is damaged, 
broken, vandalised and 
rendered unusable. 

“Both monetary and 
intrinsic values can be 
attached to play parks. The 
City spends thousands of 
dollars to put up parks, as 
well as maintaining them. 

However, the end-users 
vandalise them. Also, parks 
add economic value to the 
City as it beautifies the area 
and makes it attractive for 
tourists. 

On the latter, the city 
parks are worth a lot 
and highly-valuable as 
recreation is part of any 
normal human being. Play 
parks add to the wellbeing 

of children, and adults 
can also derive pleasure 
from parks as they can 
break away from their 
houses and find peace and 
serenity in the parks,” 
Amukugo noted. 

He went on to say that 
when the City plans and 
builds houses and roads, 
it must include recreation 
in such plans because the 
erf sizes have decreased 
in Windhoek, and people 
have no space in their 
erven to create play areas 
for their children. 

“Furthermore, 
parks prevent danger 
to children playing on 
roads and pavements, 
and creates a sense of 
organisation in modern 
times. 

The misuse of 
parks, for example by 
druglords and so forth, 
is a community and 
societal concern, and can 
only be directed to law-
enforcement agencies 
like City Police,” he 
continued.
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