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Happy Holidays

The N$400 million Omitiomire 
copper oxide project near 
Omitara is on the cards after 
the project recently received its 

mining license from the Ministry of Mines 
and Energy (MME).

The license will be valid for 20 years 
and is applicable for the initial phase of 
the project. The mine also received its 
Environmental Clearance Certificate from 
the Ministry of Environment and Tourism.

The construction of the copper oxide 
phase is expected to kick off late 2015 into 
early 2016 as funding and the Omitiomire 
farm being an estate needs to be finalised.

The construction will take about 13 
months to complete and in that time period 
around 200 people will be employed whilst 
creating 134 jobs for mining operations.

The proposed mine belongs to Craton 
Mining & Exploration and a pre-feasibility 
study was conducted in 2010 to investigate 
the potential of a viable copper mining 
processing operation based on the 
Omitiomire resource and the rising copper 
price.

The Chief Operating Officer of Craton 
Mining & Exploration, Andre Genis, said 
they currently intend to develop a modest-
sized initial operation that focuses on the 
near surface oxidised copper ore.

“The oxidised copper resource will be 
mined to a shallow depth of 50 meters. The 
three small pits to be mined would feed a 
40 000 tonne per month processing plant. 
The mine is to produce a total of 25 570 
tonnes of copper over a mining life of about 
seven years,” he said.

Cathode copper of more than 99% purity 
will be produced and dust control and 
responsible water usage will be amongst the 
major issues discussed during the mining 
and processing. In the initial phase, ground 
water will be used as there is no bulk water 
supply in that area.

Genis added that the detailed water 
studies conducted over seven years show 
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that water abstraction from underground sources 
via boreholes as the oxide mine will not be the 
detriment of other users.

“The plant for the oxide mine has been 
planned specifically to maximise recycling 
or re-use of water, thus minimising actual 
consumption. Water for any possible further 
development of the underlying sulphide ore 
body in the future will be supplied by the 
construction by the construction of a bulk water 
supply project,” he added.

Genis went on to say that the development of 
a bigger project, in this case the mining of the 
deeper sulphide copper resource at Omitiomire, 
inclusive of other copper resources which 
might be discovered within trucking distance of 

Omitiomire, will require a separate feasibility 
study, a separate social and environmental 
impact assessment, a separate mining plan and a 
separate environmental management plan.

Genis reiterated that it is unlikely that 
construction of the oxide mine will start before 
the end of 2015, adding that an appeal has been 
lodged against the Environmental Commissioner 
for the issuing of the environmental clearance 
certificate as the Omitiomire farm surface rights 
still have to be acquired from the owners. 

“We have made an offer to buy the whole 
farm and are still awaiting the acceptance of the 
offer. The farm is still in an estate which has 
not been finalised. One of the beneficiaries is 
currently contesting the decision by the Master 
of the High Court to appoint an executor. Until 

the estate is finalised, only six-month contracts 
may be concluded. There are also issues such 
as power supply options which we are currently 
with NamPower. The area is isolated and has 
no grid supply to accommodate our demand,” 
said Genis.

Another area of concern is having good road 
conditions and having reliable water supply 
and sufficient funds for the upgrading of roads 
during both construction and mining phases.

“Transport is a major issue thus we are 
in partnership with the Roads Authority to 
upgrade the roads in that area especially seeing 
that it is a remote area. However, this will only 
be done in the second phase of the project, as it 
will look at having better conditioned roads,” 
said Genis.

The management, Editor and Staff of The Villager Newspaper wishes our valued 

readers and advertisers a merry xmas and a smooth cross over into 2015
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