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       THIS WEEK’S Police cannot detect fake 
licences
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Namibians shun 
insurances

Mannetti optimistic despite 
crushing exit from COSAFA
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Did you know...
Development Bank of Namibia has provided N$ 508.0 million  

in finance for development in Otjozondjupa from  
2005 - March 2016.

By providing development capital to enterprises in the regions, 
we develop Namibia.

If you share the idea of our Harambee Prosperity Plan,  
talk to us about your business.

Good business is good for development.

www.dbn.com.na

Otjozondjupa 2005 - 03.2016 N$ m %
Construction  87.1  17.1
Electricity & water  150.2  29.6
Hotels & restaurants  6.9  1.4
Manufacturing  231.6  45.6
Real estate & business services  19.0  3.7
Transport & communications  7.5  1.5
Wholesale, retail trade & repairs  5.7  1.1
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The Namibian 
Police 
Traffic Law 

Enforcement (NTLE) 
does not have the 
scanners needed to track 
down forged driver’s 
licences leaving the 
traffic monitoring system 
exposed to manipulation, 
The Villager can reveal.

Speaking to The 
Villager this week, Chief 
Inspector Amalia Gawanas 
said that Nampol officers 
currently have to rely  on 
their naked eyes to detect 
unauthentic licences 
while also relying on their 
knowledge of the features 
on the coat of arms on the 
drivers’ licence cards. 

This revelations comes 
hot on the heels after 
the police in the Erongo 
Region confirmed a 
rife trend of flourishing 
of unauthentic drivers’ 
licences in the region, 
most often detected on 
taxi drivers.

“Hopefully by next 
year we will acquire 
scanners that are used to 
scan drivers’ licences to 
detect authentication. We 
are now in the process 
of setting up speed 
measuring cameras that 
capture data in all the 14 
regions of the country,” 
Gawanas said.

No records of the 
number of culprits 
arrested for  for using 
unauthentic licences 
could be found when 
The Villager inquired 
for figures dating back 
to 2014  the Traffic 
department at Nampol.

 No counterfeit 
licences have been 
detected and no report 
or statistics are available 
on counterfeited licences 
with the NTLE, although 
this is only limited to the 
City of Windhoek.

Meanwhile, statistics 
on people who operated 
vehicles without valid 

drivers’ licences were 
readily available with 
NTLE agents having 
issued a total of 26 312 
summons worth N$ 27 
482 802 for  offenders 
who have a choice to pay 
up or appear in court.

According Gawanas 
traffic officers do not 
arrest persons driving 
without drivers’ licences 
but are issuing a notice 
to appear in court to the 
amount of N$1 000 if the 
driver is not in possession 
of a driver’s licences at 
all.

‘’For the Period 01 
January 2014 to 31 March 
2015 drivers without 
driving licences total 
summonses issued, notice 
to appear in Court are as 
follows, total summons 
issued for driving without 
a driving licences were 
,13 042 to the total  value 
of N$14 909 650.00,” 
Gawanas said.

She added, for the 
period of 1st April 2015 to 
31st  March 2016 drivers 

without driving licences a 
total of summons issued 
were 13 270 to the total 
value of N$12 573 152.

For drivers that claim 
that they have drivers’ 
licences an alternative 
charge is N$500, which 
is payable on the day 
indicated  on the summons 
and the person can appear 
in court with prove of his 
or her original driving 
licence in order to pay 
a fine of N$500, The 
Villager has learnt. 

“Currently we don’t 
have any scanners to 
prove the authenticity 
of a driving licence.  We 
are only based on the 
knowledge of the different 
codes of arms reflecting 
on the driving licence 
card. The equipment 
that can detect the 
authentication will be 
introduced soon to law 
enforcement officials,” 
Gawanas said.

Khomas region 
recorded the highest 
number of summons 

issued followed by the 
Oshana and Omusati 
regions while Kunene 
region recorded the lowest 
summons for persons 
driving without a driver’s 
licences in the last three 
years.

The senior 
traffic officer of 
the Swakopmund 
municipality, Appollus 
Motinga said that their 
department is aware of 
members of the public that 
produce drivers’ licences 
that are not legitimate and 
reiterated the need for 
scanners.

“Because we don’t 
possess a device to detect 
or screening devices, 
the only means to rely 
on to verify the legality 
of a driver’s license is 
the Natis data system, 
but one has to call and 
confirm and it’s a very 
time delaying process. 
The scanners have to be 
avail because it is long 
overdue,” Motinga said. 
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Namibian police officers focusing on the speed trap


